ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


OF 


THE    GENERAL   ASSEMBLIES 


OF    THE 


KIRK    OF    SCOTLAND, 


FEOM  THE  YEAR  M.D.LX. 


COLLECTED  FEOM  THE  MOST  AUTHENTIC  MANUSCRIPTS. 


PART  SECOND.    M.D.LXXVIIL— M.D.XCII. 


EDINBURGH,   M.DCCC.XL. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Bannatyne  Club, 
held  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  House  of  the  President,  on  Friday 
the  3d  day  of  July  1840  :— 

It  was  stated  by  the  President,  that  the  Second  Part  of  the  Book 
of  the  Universal  Kirk  of  Scotland,  containing  all  that  could  be  found 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  Church,  from  the 
year  1577  to  the  year  1592,  which  forms  an  important  era  in  the  history 
of  Presbytery,  was  now  very  nearly  completed  ;  and  that  it  would  be 
desirable  to  have  it  circulated  among  the  Members  of  the  Club,  without 
awaiting  the  completion  of  the  third  and  last  portion  of  the  Work  : 
Resolved, — That  Part  Second  of  the  "  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the 
General  Assemblies  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  from  the  year  M.D.LX, 
collected  from  the  most  authentic  Manuscripts,"  printed  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  President,  be  forthwith  issued  to  the  Members 
of  the  Club. 


THE  BANNATYNE  CLUB. 


JULY,  M.DCCC.XL. 


THOMAS   THOMSON,   ESQ. 
PEESIDENT. 

THE  EARL  OF  ABERDEEN. 
THE  EARL  OF  ASHBURNHAM. 
LORD  BELHAVEN  AND  HAMILTON. 
ROBERT  BELL,  ESQ. 
WILLIAM  BELL,  ESQ. 
WILLIAM  BLAIR,  ESQ. 
THE  REV.  PHILIP  BLISS,  D.C.L. 
JOHN  BORTHWICK,  ESQ. 
10  BERIAH  BOTFIELD,  ESQ. 

THE  MARQUIS  OF  BREADALBANE. 

LIEUT.-GENERAL  SIR  T.  MACDOUGALL  BRISBANE,  BART. 
GEORGE  BRODIE,  ESQ. 
CHARLES  DASHAVOOD  BRUCE,  ESQ. 
0.  TYNDALL  BRUCE,  ESQ. 

THE  DUKE  OF  BUCCLEUCH  AND  QUEENSBERRY. 
JAMES  CAMPBELL,  ESQ. 
WILLIAM  CLERK,  ESQ. 

HON.  HENRY  COCKBURN,  LORD  COCKBURN,   VICE- 
PRESIDENT. 
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20  DAVID  CONSTABLE,  ESQ. 

ANDEEW  COVENTRY,  ESQ. 

•JAMES  T.  GIBSON  CRAIG,  ESQ.  TREASURER. 

WILLIAM  GIBSON  CRAIG,  ESQ. 

GEORGE  CRANSTOUN,  ESQ. 

.JAMES  DENNISTOUN,  ESQ. 

GEORGE  DUNDAS,  ESQ. 

RIGHT  HON.  W.  DUNDAS,  LORD  CLERK  REGISTER. 

LORD  DUNFERMLINE. 

LORD  FRANCIS  EGERTON. 
30  SIR  CHARLES  DALRYMPLE  FERGUSSON,  BART. 

ROBERT  FERGUSON,  ESQ. 

GENERAL  SIR  RONALD  C.  FERGUSON. 

COUNT  MERCER  DE  FLAHAULT. 

HON.  JOHN  FULLERTON,  LORD  FULLERTON. 

WILLIAM  GOTT,  ESQ. 

ROBERT  GRAHAM,  ESQ. 

LORD  GRAY. 

RIGHT  HON.  THOMAS  GRENVILLE. 

THE  EARL  OF  HADDINGTON. 
iO  THE  DUKE  OF  HAMILTON  AND  BRANDON. 

EDWARD  W.  A.  DRUMMOND  HAY,  ESQ. 

SIR  THOMAS  BUCHAN  HEPBURN,  BART. 

-JAMES  MAITLAND  HOG,  ESQ. 

LORD  HOLLAND. 

JOHN  HOPE,  ESQ.  DEAN  OF  FACULTY. 

COSMO  INNES,  ESQ. 

DAVID  IRVING,  LL.D. 
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HON.  JAMES  IVORY,  LORD  IVORY. 

SIR  HENRY  JARDINE. 
50  HON.  FRANCIS  .JEFFREY,  LORD  .JEFFREY. 

JOHN  GARDINER  KINNEAR. 

THE  EARL  OF  KINNOULL. 

DAVID  LAING,  ESQ.,  SECRETARY. 

REV.  PRINCIPAL  JOHN  LEE,  D.D. 

ALEXANDER  WELLESLEY  LEITH,  ESQ. 

LORD  LINDSAY. 

JAMES  LOCH,  ESQ. 

LORD  LOVAT. 

THE  MARQUIS  OF  LOTHIAN. 
GO  ALEXANDER  3IACD0NALD,  ESQ. 

HON.  J.  H.  MACKENZIE,  LORD  MACKENZIE. 

JAMES  MACKENZIE,  ESQ. 

JOHN  TVHITEFOORD  MACKENZIE,  ESQ. 

"WILLIAM  FORBES  MACKENZIE,  ESQ. 

-JAMES  MAIDMENT,  ESQ. 

THOMAS  MAITLAND,  ESQ.,  SOLICITOR-GENERAL. 

VISCOUNT  MELVILLE. 

THE  HON.  AVILLIA3I  LESLIE  MELVILLE. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  MILLER,  ESQ. 
70  THE  EARL  OF  MINTO. 

HON.  SIR  J.  W.  MONCREIFF,  BART.,  LORD  JIONCREIFF. 

HON.  SIR  JOHN  A.  MURRAY,  LORD  MURRAY. 

WILLIAM  MURRAY,  ESQ. 

MACVEY  NAPIER,  ESQ. 

SIR  FRANCIS  PALGRAVE. 
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LORD  PANMUEE. 

PIENRY  PETRIE,  ESQ. 

SIR  THOMAS  PHILLIPPS,  BART. 

EDWARD  PIPER,  ESQ. 
80  ROBERT  PITCAIRN,  ESQ. 

ALEXANDER  PRINGLE,  ESQ. 

JOHN  RICHARDSON,  ESQ. 

THE  EARL  OF  ROSEBERY. 

RIGHT  HON.  ANDREW  RUTHERFURD,  LORD  ADA^OCATE. 

THE  EARL  OF  SELKIRK. 

JAMES  SKENE,  ESQ. 

WILLIAM  SMYTH[E,  ESQ. 

THE  EARL  SPENCER. 

JOHN  SPOTTISWOODE,  ESQ. 
90  EDWARD  STANLEY,  ESQ. 

MAJOR-GENERAL  SIR  JOSEPH  STRATON. 

THE  HON.  CHARLES  FRANCIS  STUART. 

THE  DUKE  OF  SUTHERLAND. 

ALEXANDER  THOMSON,  ESQ. 

WALTER  C.  TREVELYAN,  ESQ. 

DAWSON  TURNT:R,  ESQ. 

ADAM  URQUHART,  ESQ. 

RIGHT  HON.  SIR  GEORGE  WARRENDER,  BART. 

THE  YEN.  ARCHDEACON  WRANGHAM. 


THE    BOOKE 

OF  THE 

UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND 

WHEKEIN  THE  HEADIS  AND  CONCLUSIOUNS 

DEVYSIT  BE  THE  MINISTERIS  AND  COMMISSIONARES 

OF  THE  PARTICULAR  KIRKS  THEREOF 

ARE  SPECIALLY  EXPRESSED 

AND  CONTAINED. 


A.D.  M.D.LXXVIII. 


The   Generall   Ali'emblie    conveinit  at   Edinburgh,    the   24   day   of 
^'  Apryle,  in  the  Magdalene  Chappell,  1578  :     Wherein  was  prel'ent 

Coinmiffioners   of   Countreyes,    Kirks,   Townes  and   Vniverlities, 
with  Minifters.     Mr  Andre  Melvill,  Moderatour. 

At  the  Moderatours  inflance,  the  Affemblie  appointit  Mrs  Johne  Row, 
Robert  Pont,  James  Lowfone  and  David  Lindefay,  to  concurre  and  con- 
ferre  with  him  at  extraordinar  houres,  to  advyfe  vpon  lick  matters  as  falbe 
thocht  beft  to  be  proponit  to  the  Affemblie. 


Seffio  1=^- 

[Mr  John  Row,  Minifterof  Perth,  complained  upon  Mr  Patrick  Adam- 
ion,  That  he  had  given  collation  of  a  benefice  lying  within  the  bounds  com- 
mitted to  his  vifitation,  to  David  Hume,  without  his  advice  and  confent : 
Mr  Patrick  granted  he  had  given  collation,  but  pretended  ignorance  of  the 
A61  of  the  Kirk  in  the  contrair,  and  alledged  a  recommendation  of  the  faid 
perfon  to  the  Generall  Affembly  ;  and  that  he  being  prefented  in  the  end 
of  the  laft  Regents  Government,  that  he  haftened  the  faid  collation  left  he 
iliould  have  been  prevented  be  others  ;  fubmitting  himfelfe  alwayes  to  the 
corre6tioun  of  the  Affembly  :     The  Affembly  finds  the  a6l   of  the  Kirk 
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trantgrelled  herein,  and  ordaines  the  famen  to  be  keeped  in  tyraes  coming  : 
and  as  for  order  to  be  taken  with  the  faid  David,  it  was  continued  till  his 
coining  on  Monday  the  28th  of  this  inilant.  C] 


Seffio  2^- 

It  was  thocht  good  be  the  AlTerably,  that  Mr  Andro  Hay,  Johne  Craig, 
Johne  Duncanfone,  fould  be  direct  to  the  Kings  Hienes  Counfell,  requyre- 
and  the  Counfell  to  dire6l  fome  of  the  fame  as  Commiffioners  from  his 
Hienes,  to  affift  the  Affemblie  with  thair  prefence  and  counfell ;  quho 
returnit  thair  anfuer.  That  be  reafon  of  vrgent  affaires  they  could  not  be 
prefent  this  day,  hot  the  morne  ther  fould  be  twa  deput  to  be  dire6l  to  the 
Kirk. 


Seflio  S'^- 

[George  Johnfton,  Minifter  at  Ankrum,  complained  upon  Mr  James 
Boyd,  That  he  being  Minifter  at  Ankrum  thir  five  or  fix  years  by  paft,  the 
laid  Mr  James,  upon  a  prefentation  direcSled  to  him,  gave  collation  to  Mr 
He6lor  Douglafs  of  the  Parfonage  of  Ankrum,  howbeit  the  benefice  lieth 
not  within  the  bounds  committed  be  the  Aflembly  to  his  Vifitation,  and 
without  confent  alfo  of  the  Vifiters  of  that  part  :  The  fiiid  Mr  James 
declared,  He  had  given  the  faid  Mr  He6lor  collation  of  the  laid  Perfonage, 
and  had  made  the  Commiffioner  forefeen  in  the  matter  ;  but  the  other 
denyed  that  he  gave  confent  to  his  collation  :  The  Aflembly  finds  the  a6l 
to  be  tranfgrefled  be  the  faid  Mr  James  Boyd,  and  ordaineth  the  fame  to 
be  keeped  in  tymes  coming.  C] 

It  was  ordained.  That  Bifchops,  and  all  vthers  bearand  Ecclefiafl;icall 
fundtioun,  be  callit  be  thair  awin  names,  or  Brethren,  in  tyme  comeing. 

Anent  the  ordinance  made  in  the  laft  Aflemblie,  concerning  the  pre- 
fenting  of  the  Booke  of  Policie  of  the  Kirk  to  my  Lord  Regents  Grace  : 
The  brethren  haveand  commiffioun  thereto  declarit.  That  they  had  pre- 
fentit  the  fame  to  him,  with  the  liipplicatioun  appointit ;  and  ane  day 
beand  appointit  to  conference,   the  alteration  of  the  Authoritie  hes  inter- 
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veinit :  And  alwayes,  to  flay  corruption  in  the  entrie  of  the  Kings  Ma- 
jefties  Government,  they  had  prefentit  to  his  Hienes  Counfell,  a  fupplica- 
tioun  with  foure  Articles  ;  ane,  for  obfervation  of  the  Adl  of  Parliament, 
tuiching-  fick  as  beares  publick  office  within  this  realme  ;  ane  vther,  for 
putting  ordour  to  the  late  murther  in  Striveling  and  Edenburgli ;  the 
thrid,  for  the  Policie  of  the  Kirk  ;  the  fourth,  for  fupport  of  the  appeirand 
famein  :     Of  the  quhilks  articles  as  get  they  receivit  no  anluer. 


[The  Articles,  in  a  certain  manufcript,  fet  doun  fully  after  this 
manner  : 

1.  That  fubftantial  remedy  be  found  out  for  relief  of  the  poor  commons, 
in  this  prefent  dearth. 

2.  That  none  be  admitted  to  publick  office,  or  Counfell,  but  fuch  as 
have  given  confeffion  of  their  faith,  tiibfcribed  the  articles  of  religion,  and 
communicat  at  the  Lords  Table,  conforms  to  the  Adl  of  Pai'liament  made 
at  Edinburgh,  the  15  of  December  1567. 

3.  That  the  Book  of  Difcipline,  or  Policy  of  the  Kirk,  prefented  to 
the  Regent,  might  be  advifed  upon,  and  CommilTioners  chofen  be  the 
Secret  Council,  to  reafon  and  conferre  with  the  Comraiffioners  of  the 
Generall  AfTembly,  and  that  time  be  appointed  thereto  in  the  Kings  Graces 
prefence,  before  the  time  of  Parliament. 

4.  That  the  Sabbath  day  be  univerfally  obferved  ;  mercats,  playes,  and 
all  other  impediments,  which  may  hinder  the  people  to  conveen  to  hear  the 
word,  be  difcharged. 

5.  That  adultery,  incefl,  murther,  and  other  hainous  offences,  fpecially 
the  late  murther  of  the  Chanceller  at  Stirline,  be  puniflied. 

6.  That  no  general  Collefilor  be  chofen  without  the  Kirks  advice  ;  but 
that  the  Kirk  may  intromett  with  their  own  third,  according  to  the  A61 
of  Parliament.  C] 


The  haill  AlTemblie  thoght  the  fame  meitt  to  be  craved  of  the  Counfell, 
and  defyred  my  Lord  Herreis  and  the  Abbot  of  Deir  prefent,  of  thair 
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opinioiin  concerning  the  faid  Articles  :  Whofe  anfuer  was,  They  came 
not  to  vote  nor  conclude,  bot  were  diredled  be  the  Counfell  to  heir  and 
fie  the  proceidings  of  the  Affemblie,  and  alwayes  fould  infill  at  the  hands 
of  the  Counfell  for  anfuer  to  the  faids  Articles. 

Anent  the  complaint  made  vpon  David  Fergufone,  That  he  had  overfein 
the  executioun  of  the  a6l  made  tuitching  Mrs  Thomas  Bigger  and  George 
Bofwell,  anent  thair  reforting  to  the  Exercife  of  Dumfermling  :  The 
faid  David  prefent  declarit,  That  vpon  thair  promife  to  ere6l  ane  Exercife 
in  Kirkcadie  he  ftayit,  quherin  they  have  fail^eit.  The  Kirk  ordaines  the 
fijid  acl  to  be  put  to  executioun  be  him,  as  accordis. 


Seffio  4a- 

It  was  thoght  meitt  be  the  brethren,  that  certaine  fould  be  diredl  to  my 
Lord  Herries  and  the  Abbot  of  Deir,  to  put  them  in  remembrance  of  the 
anfuer  to  the  articles  givin  in  to  the  Counfell  ;  and  lykewayes  [to  require 
them]  to  demand  of  the  Counfell,  Whither  they  be  dire6l  to  the  Affemblie 
to  give  thair  advyfe  in  all  things  tending  to  the  glorie  of  God  and  weill  of  his 
Kirk,  or  to  heir  allanerlie  ;  and  if  the  brether  finds  it  expedient,  to  propone 
the  ane  and  the  vther  themfelves  to  the  Counfell  :  And  to  that  effe6l  were 
direfil  Mrs  Andro  Hay  and  David  Lindefay,  quho  returning  reportit,  [touch- 
ing an  anfwer  to  the  Articles,]  That  fome  diflBculties  are  in  the  articles  ;  and 
for  realbning  therof  with  fick  as  the  Kirk  will  appoint  therto,  they  have  or- 
dainit  twa  of  the  Counfell  to  concurre  with  them  the  niorne  at  aught 
houres  :  As  to  the  perfons  they  dire6l  to  the  Affemblie,  they  gave  them 
no  power  as  Commiffioners  of  the  King  to  vote  in  the  Affemblie,  for  they 
had  not  fpokin  the  King  in  this  behalfe  ;  alwayes,  as  brether  and  members 
of  the  Kirk,  they  fall  give  advyfe,  counfell,  and  vote.  The  Kirk  appoints 
Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Johne  Row,  James  Lowfone,  Andro  Hay,  Andro 
Melvill  and  David  Lindefay,  to  concurre  with  the  deputes  of  the  Counfell, 
to  realbn  vpon  the  faids  articles  the  morne  at  aught  houres. 
.  Forlameikle  as  the  heids  of  the  Policie  beand  concludit  and  aggreit  in  the 
laft  Affembly  of  the  Kirk,  be  the  moft  part  of  the  brether  ;  certaine  of  the 
brether  fand  fome  difficultie  and  queftione  in  that  heid  de  Diaconatu,  quher- 
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throw^  farther  reafoning  was  relervit  to  this  Aflembly  theranent  :  It  was 
therfor  requyrit  that  if  any  brether  had  any  reafonable  doubt  or  argument 
to  propone,  that  he  falbe  readie  the  morne  to  offer  his  reafons,  quher 
he  falbe  heard  and  refolvit. 

It  was  ordained,  That  ane  general!  Fail  be  obferved  vniverfallie  within 
the  kirks  within  this  realnie,  to  begin  the  firfl  Sonday  of  Junij  nixt  to  come, 
and  to  continue  quhill  the  nixt  Sonday  therafter  inclufive,  with  the  accufto- 
mit  exercife  of  dofilrine  and  prayers,  and  [that  the  Moderator  and  the  bre- 
thren joyned  to  confult  with  him,  advife  upon  the  caufes  of  the  Faft,  and,  to 
the  end  the  fame  may  be  the  more  iblemnly  obferved,  that]  intimation  be 
made  heirof,  with  the  tyme  and  caufes,  to  the  King  and  Counfell,  together 
with  a  fupplicatioun  to  his  Grace  and  Counfell  to  difcharge  be  opin  procla- 
mation, all  kynd  of  infolent  playis  as  King  of  May,  Robin  Hood,  and  lick 
vthers,  in  the  moneth  of  May,  played  either  be  bairnes  at  the  fchools  or 
others. 


Sefllo  5"- 

The  brethren  appointit  to  conferre  with  the  deputs  of  the  Counfell 
tuiching  the  difficulties  they  had  to  propone  agains  the  articles  givin  in  to 
the  faid  Counfell,  reportit.  That  the  faid  deputs  willed  the  Affemblie  to 
name  the  perfons  quhom  they  fufpe6lit  of  Papiftrie,  and  to  direfil  from  the 
number  of  the  Kirk  certaine  brethren,  to  admonifch  them  to  fubfcryve  to 
the  articles  of  the  religioun,  [prefented,  confirmed  and]  prefentlie  allowit 
be  the  a6l  of  Parliament,  [within  this  realme,]  and  to  participat  the  Com- 
munion ;  and  if  they  find  diflbbedients,  to  intiraat  the  fame  to  the  Counfell, 
and  lykewayes  to  proceid  againft  the  dilTobedients  with  the  cenfures  of  the 
Kirk. 

The  Affemblie  nominat  my  Lord  Chancellar,  the  Erles  of  Cathnes  and 
Montgomerie,  and  my  Lord  Ogilvie  ;  and  ordanit  Mrs  Johne  Row  and 
James  Lowfone  to  commimicat  with  the  Chancellar  ;  and  Mrs  Johne 
Craig  and  Johne  Duncanfone,  with  the  reft ;  and  to  report  thair  anfueris 
at  fyve  houres  to  the  Commiflioners  of  Countreyis,  [in  the  great  kirk.] 

[As  to  the  fecond  and  third  articles  :  no  full  refolution  given,  but  de- 
layed till  five  hours. 
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The  obfervation  of  the  Sabbath,  taking  away  of  the  mercats,  and  inch 
lyke  :  The  deputs  thought  meet,  That  a  fupplication  fould  be  given  to 
the  Council,  with  the  judgement  of  the  AlTembly  thereanent,  whereunto 
the  Affembly  agreeing  appointed  Mr  David  Lindfay  and  John  Duncanfon 
to  pen  the  famen  betwixt  and  five  hours. 

As  for  the  CoUedlorie,  and  Book  of  Policie,  They  fhould  take  order 
before  the  time  of  the  Parliament  :  It  was  anfwered,  That  it  belonged 
to  the  Kirk  to  provide  for  the  Colle6lory  according  to  their  own  libertie, 
granted  be  a6l  of  Parliament. 

As  to  the  Policy  :  It  was  required  that  inftantly  time  and  place  be  ap- 
pointed, perfons  chofen  to  conferr  with  their  Commilfioners,  that  all  things 
may  be  duely  advifed  upon  befor  the  Parliament  :  Upon  this  heid  they 
promifed  to  advife  with  the  Council.  C] 


Seflio  6»- 

According  to  the  ordinance  made  jefterday,  all  perfons  that  hes  any 
refifonable  doubt  or  argument  to  propone  agains  the  heids  of  the  Policie, 
were  requyrit  to  propone  the  fame ;  and  nane  offerit  any  [reafon  or]  ar- 
gument in  the  contrair. 

[The  AlTembly  continues  the  Commiflioners  of  Provinces  in  their  office 
and  charge  of  commiffion  till  the  next  Aflembly.  C] 


Seffio  T- 

Forfameikle  as  ther  is  great  corruption  in  the  eftate  of  Bifchops,  as 
they  are  prefentlie  made  in  this  realme,  quhervnto  the  Kirk  wald  pro- 
vyde  fome  flay  in  tyme  comeing,  fo  farre  as  they  may,  to  the  effedl 
farther  corruptioun  may  be  brydlit :  Therfor  the  Kirk  hes  concludit, 
That  no  Bifchops  falbe  eleftit  or  made  heirafter,  befor  the  nixt 
Generall  Aflemblie  ;  difchargeing  all  Minifters  and  Chapiters  to  pro- 
ceid  any  wayes  to  ele6lioun  of  Bifchops  in  the  meanetyme,  vnder  the 
paine  of  perpetuall  deprivatioun  from  thair  offices ;  and  that  this  matter 
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be  proponit  firft  in  the  nixt  AOTemblie,  to  be  confultit  quhat  farder  ordour 
falbe  tane  therin. 

Anent  benefices  vakand  in  the  kirks  quher  tber  is  qualified  Minifters 
ferving  :  The  Kirk  hes  determinat  and  ordained,  That  no  Vifitors  of 
Countreyes  give  collation  of  the  faids  benefices  to  any  vther  perfon  by  the 
Minifter  of  the  kirk  quherof  the  benefice  vaikes,  quhill  the  nixt  Generall 
Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk,  vnder  the  paine  of  deprivation  from  thair  offices  : 
and  if  they  be  vrgeit  be  the  Princes  letters  therto,  to  fliew  this  ordinance 
for  thair  defence  ;  and  that  this  fame  matter  be  proponit  in  the  nixt  Af- 
femblie,  that  ordour  may  be  takin  therin. 

[Item  to  confult  in  the  next  Aflembly,  what  order  fhall  be  taken  with 
Minifters,  who  fet  fewes  and  takes  of  their  benefices,  or  the  Chaptours 
that  conl'ent  thereto  ;  ficklyke  with  them  that  fend  their  children  to  Uni- 
verfities  where  papiftrie  is  taught.   C] 

Seffio  8^ 

Forfameikle  as  the  Generall  Kirk  hes  thocht  meitt  that  the  travells 
tane  be  them  vpon  the  Policie  be  prefentit  to  the  Kings  Majeftie 
and  his  Hienes  Counfell :  It  was  found  good,  That  befor  the  copies 
therof  were  delyverit,  they  fould  be  get  revewit  and  overlein  be  Mrs 
Robert  Pont,  James  Lowfone  and  David  Lindefay  ;  and  beand  wry  tin 
over  according  to  the  originall,  ane  copie  to  be  prefentit  be  them  to 
his  Hienes,  with  a  fupplication  pennit  be  them  to  that  eSe&,,  with  ane 
vther  copie  to  the  Counfell  ;  the  tyme  to  be  at  the  difcretioun  of  the 
faid  bretlier,  fo  it  be  befor  the  generall  Fall :  And  in  cace  conference 
and  reafoning  be  craveit  vpon -the  faids  heids,  the  kirk  hes  nominat 
Mrs  Johne  Craig,  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  the  Laird  of  Dune,  William 
Chryftefone,  Johne  Row,  David  Fergufone,  Robert  Pont,  James  Lowfone, 
David  Lindefay,  Johne  Duncanfone,  Andro  Melvill,  Andro  Hay  and  James 
Greig,  to  concurre  and  conveine  at  fick  tymes  appointed  be  the  King  and 
Counfell,  as  advertifement  fall  be  made  to  them  be  the  faid  thrie  brether  ; 
and  that  the  faids  Commiffioners  at  the  laid  Conference  realon  alfo  on  the 
heid  of  the  ceremonies  ;  and  how  farre  Minifters  may  meddle  with  civill 
affaires,  and  if  they  may  vote  in  Counfell  or  Parliament. 

The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  finding  the  vniverfall  corruption  of 
the  haill  Eftates  of  the  body  of  this  realme,   the  great  caldneis  and  flack- 

3    F 
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nes  of  religioun  in  the  greateft  part  of  the  profeffours  of  the  fame  ;  with 
the  daylie  increafe  of  all  kynd  of  fearefull  lins  and  enormities,  as  inceft, 
adulterie,  murder,  and  namelie,  recentlie  committed  in  Edenburgh 
and  Striveling,  curfed  facriledge,  vngodlie  feditioun  and  divilioun  within  the 
bowells  of  the  realme,  with  all  manner  of  diflbrdourit  and  vngodlie  living, 
quhilk  juftlie  hes  [moved  and]  provockit  our  God,  althogh  long  fuffering 
and  patient,  to  ftretch  out  his  arme  in  his  anger  and  to  correal  and  vifite  the 
iniquitie  of  the  land,  and  namely  be  the  prefent  feueritie  of  famine  and 
hunger,  joinit  with  the  civill  and  domeftick  feditiouns,  quhervnto  doubtles 
greater  judgements  mull  fucceid,  if  thefe  his  corredliouns  worke  no  reforma- 
tioun  nor  [true]  amendement  in  mens  hearts  ;  feeing  alfo  the  bloodie  con- 
clufiouns  of  the  cruell  counfells  of  that  Roraane  beaft,  tending  to  exterraine 
and  raze  from  the  face  of  all  Europe  the  true  light  of  the  bleffed  word  of 
falvatioun  :  For  thefe  caufes,  and  that  God  of  his  mercie  wald  bleffe  the 
Kings  Hienes  and  his  regiment,  and  make  him  to  have  a  happie  and  prof- 
perous  government,  as  alfo  to  put  in  his  Hienes  heart,  and  in  the  hearts  of 
his  noble  Eftates  in  Parliament,  not  only  to  make  and  eflablifch  good 
and  politick  lawes  for  the  weill  and  good  government  of  the  realme  ;  but 
alfo  to  fett  and  eftablilh  fick  a  policie  and  difcipline  in  the  Kirk  as  is  craveit 
in  the  word  of  God,  and  is  conceivit  and  pennit  already  to  be  prefentit  to 
his  Hienes  and  Counfell ;  that  in  the  ane  and  the  vther,  God  may  have  his 
due  praife,  and  the  age  to  come  ane  example  of  vpright  and  godlie  living 
and  dealing  :  [The  Generall  Affembly  therefore  hath  concluded.  That 
an  univerfall  Fall  Ihall  be  keeped  through  all  the  Kirks  of  this  realme,  to 
beginne  the  firft  Sunday  of  June  next  to  come,  and  to  continue  till  the 
next  Sunday  thereafter  incluiive,  keeping  the  accullomed  ufe  of  exercife 
according  to  the  Book  of  Public  Falling  ;  and  that  this  aft  be  intimat  to 
the  King  his  Majeilie  and  Counfell,  and  his  Grace  and  Counfell  humbly 
required  to  difcharge  be  proclamatioun,  all  kind  of  infolent  playes,  as 
Robin  Hood,  King  of  May,  and  fuch  like,  in  all  perfons,  as  well  fcholers 
as  others,  under  iuch  paines  as  they  fliall  think  good.  C.  &  B.] 


Seffio  9»-, 

[The  brethren  appointit  to  travell  with  the  Lords  of  the  Kings  Majefties 
Counfell,  which  were  nominat  by  the  Generall  Affembly  of  the  Kirk,  fuljpefil 
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in  religion,  reportit,  That  the  Erie  of  Cathnes  defyrit  to  fie  the  articles  of 
religion  which  he  was  defired  to  fubfcrive,  and  he  fliould  give  his  anfwer. 
My  Lord  Ogilvie  declarit,  That  he  had  fubfcryvit  the  Articles  of  religion, 
and  receivit  the  Communioun  befor  he  pafl;  out  of  the  countrey,  and  if  any 
man  doubted  of  his  profeffion,  he  was  content  to  fubfcrive  the  faids  articles, 
and  to  participat  the  fupper  of  the  Lord.  As  to  my  Lord  Chancellour 
and  the  Erie  of  Montgomerie,  they  had  not  commoditie  to  meit  with  them, 
and  now  are  both  off  the  Toun.  The  AlTembly  ordained  the  Minifters  and 
Seffion  of  Edinburgh,  or  the  Miniller  of  the  Caftle  of  Stirline,  to  admo- 
nifli  and  require  the  faids  Lords  to  fubfcryve  the  Articles  of  religion  pre- 
fently  profeifed  within  this  realme,  and  to  participat  the  holy  Communion, 
in  cafe  they  refort  within  their  bounds  :  Otherways  ordaines  the  Minifters 
and  Seffiouns  of  thefe  townes  quher  they  fall  happin  to  make  repaire,  to 
admonifch  them  in  lyke  manner ;  and  if  they  find  dilTobedience,  after 
due  admonitiouns,  to  proceed  againft  them  with  the  cenfures  of  the 
Kirk.    C.  &  B.] 

Mr  Thomas  Smeitoun  [Minifter  of  Pafley]  was  nominat  among  the 
brether,  to  anfuer  the  bills. 

Seffio  lO"- 

[It  was  proponed,]  What  falbe  the  punifliment  of  communicants  that 
violats  the  generall  Faft  :  Anfuer,  They  fall  make  repentance  twa  feverall 
Sondayis  ;  and  according  to  the  contempt  in  the  violatioun,  the  paine  to  be 
aggravat. 

The  Convention  nixt  appointit  at  Edenburgh  the  7  day  of  Julij  nixt  to 
come,  in  cace  the  Parliament  already  proclaimit  bald  fordwart;  vtherwayes, 
in  cace  that  the  fame  hald  any  vther  tyme  betuixt  and  the  twentie  four  day 
of  06lober  nixt  to  come,  that  the  brether  conveine  in  the  place  quher  it 
falbe  lialdin  for  the  tyme,  four  dayes  befor  the  fame ;  and  failgeand  of 
baith,  vpon  the  24  day  of  06lober  nixt  to  come,  within  the  towne  of 
Edenburgh. 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXVIII. 


The  Generall  Aflemblie  conveinit  at  Striveling  and  begun  the  xj  day 
of  Junij  1578  :  Where  ther  was  prefent  the  CommifEoners  of 
Countreyes,  Commiflioners  from  Synodall  AiTemblies,  Townes, 
and  Vniverfities. 


Seffio  l"*- 

In  relpedl  of  the  raritie  of  the  Affemblie,  [becaufe  the  indidlion  therof 
at  the  laft  Affembly  depended  upon  the  tyme  of  holding  the  Parliament, 
which  -was  prorogued,  and  tranfferred,  and  the  time  was  fo  fliort,  that  the 
whole  countrle  could  not  be  advertifed,]  the  brethren  that  were  conveinit, 
thoght  beft  to  meitt  at  two  houres  afternoone,  and  to  fitt  quhiil  fyve  houres 
at  noone. 


Seffio  2=^- 

Exhortation  beeand  made  be  Mr  Andro  Melvill,  Moderatour  of  the 
laft  Affemblie,  befor  farther  proceiding,  queftion  beand  proponit.  If  this 
Affemblie  be  ane  continuation  of  the  laft  Affemblie,  or  ane  new  AiFemblie  : 
It  was  reafonit  and  concludit  to  be  ane  new  Generall  Affemblie.  For 
elefilioun  of  ane  Moderatour,  Mrs  Johne  Row,  David  Fergufone  and  Johne 
Duncanfone  was  proponit  in  leits,  and  be  pluralitie  of  votes  Mr  Johne 
Row,  [Minifter  at  Perth,]  was  chofen  Moderatour. 
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[That  matters  mig-ht  be  advifedly  proponed  and  more  conveniently 
handled,  the  Affembly]  diredlit  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  James  Lowfone,  Andro 
Melvill,  Johne  Craig  and  Andro  Hay  to  give  thair  counfell  and  communi- 
cat  with  the  Moderatour  in  lick  matters  as  falbe  thoght  bail  to  be  refolvit 
at  this  Conventioun.  C] 

Forfameikle  as  it  hes  pleafed  the  goodnes  of  God  to  indue  the  Kings 
Majeftie  with  zeale  of  his  true  religion,  it  was  thoght  very  meit.  That  the 
Laird  of  Lundie,  Mrs  Johne  Craig,  James  Lowfone,  Robert  Pont  and 
Johne  Row  fould  be  direfilit  to  his  Grace  to  crave  that  fome  were  direfilit 
be  his  Grace  to  affifl;  this  Affemblie  the  morne,  at  aught  houres  in  the 
morning,  and  to  report  his  Hienes  anfuer. 


Seffio  S»- 

Anent  the  A61  made  in  the  laft  Airemblie,  the  28  of  Aprile  1578, 
concerning  the  eledlioun  of  Bifchops,  fulpendit  quhill  this  prefent  AlTem- 
blie,  and  the  farther  ordour  rcfervit  thereto  :  The  General  Affemblie, 
all  in  ane  voyce,  hes  concludit,  That  the  faid  a6l  falbe  extendit  for  all  tyraes 
to  come,  ay  and  quhill  the  corruptioun  of  the  Eflate  of  Bifchops  be  alluter- 
lie  tane  away  ;  and  that  all  Bifchops  already  eleftit,  be  requyrit  particu- 
larlie  to  fubmitt  themfelves  to  the  Generall  Affembly  [of  the  Kirk]  con- 
cernin  the  reformation  of  thee  orruption  of  that  Ettate  of  Biichops  [in 
thair  perlones  ;]  quhilk  if  they  refufe,  after  admonitiouns,  excommunica- 
tion to  proceid  againft  them  :  quhilk  iiibmiffion  the  Bifchop  of  Dumblane 
willinglie  offerit  to  the  Affemblie. 

Anent  the  A61  made  in  the  laft  Affemblie,  the  28  day  of  Apryle  1578, 
concerning  the  collation  of  benefices  to  vther  perfons  nor  the  Minifters  of 
the  kirks  quherof  the  benefices  vaikes,  and  the  farther  ordour  to  be  tane  in 
this  Affemblie  :  The  Kirk  [and  CommilEoners]  prefent  hes  farther  [re- 
folved  and]  concludit.  That  neither  Bifchops,  Vifitors,  nor  vthers  bearing 
commiilion  of  the  Kirk,  give  collatioun  of  benefices,  by  and  agains  the 
tenour  of  the  faid  a6l,  vnder  the  paine  therin  conteinit,  quhill  the  next 
Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  ;  at  the  quhilk  tyme  this  matter  falbe  pro- 
poned againe,  that  farder  ordour  may  be  tane  therin 

Anent  the  penaltie  of  Bifchops,  Minifters,  and  vthers  bearand  fundlioua 
in  the  Miniftrie,  that  fetts  fewes  and  taks  of  thair  benefices  or  eccleiiaftick 
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livings,  or  any  part  therof,  or  Minifters  in  Chapters  that  gives  thair  con- 
fent  therto,  without  the  confent  of  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk, 
agains  the  tenor  of  the  a6ts  made  in  Affemblie  befor  :  The  Kirk  and 
Affemblie  prefent  hes  [voted  and]  concludit.  That  the  faids  perlbns  quhilk 
fall  happin  to  contraveine  the  faid  aiSl,  falbe  depryvit  from  thair  offices  and 
fun6lioun  in  tyme  comeing  :  [And  becaufe  no  lefs  (injurie)  and  hurt  is 
done  to  the  Kirk  be  fuch  as  have  no  fundlion  in  the  Kirk,  and  yet  poffels 
kirk  livings  ;  the  brethren  have  willed  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  David  Lind- 
fay,  Mr  John  Craig,  the  Laird  of  Lundie  and  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  to  con- 
veen  afternoon,  and  forme  the  ordour  and  a6l  that  fall  be  meet  to  be  divi- 
fed  againft  fuch  perfons.  C] 

Forfameikle  as  in  the  laft  Affemblie,  commiffioun  was  givin  to  certaine 
brether  to  prefent  to  the  Kings  Hienes  and  Counlell  the  heids  of  the  Policie 
of  the  Kirk,  with  a  fupplicatioun  vnto  his  Grace,  the  Kirk  defyrit  the  re- 
port of  thair  brethers  proceiding  ;  quho  exponit  and  fhew,  that,  according 
to  thair  commiffioun,  they  exhibit  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  a  copie  of  the 
heids  of  the  Policie,  with  the  fupplicatioun  vnto  his  Grace,  quho  gave  a 
very  comfortable  and  good  anfuer,  That  not  only  wald  he  concurre  with 
the  Kirk  in  all  things  that  might  advance  the  true  religioun  prefentlie  pro- 
feffit  within  this  realme,  bot  alfo  wald  be  a  procurator  for  the  Kirk  :  And 
therafter  his  Grace  prefentit  to  the  Counfell  the  faid  fupplicatioun,  quho 
nominat  perfons  to  conferre  in  the  matter,  and  be  his  Majefties  procure- 
ment obtainit  of  the  Counfell,  that  they  might  choofe  To  many  Minifters  to 
conferre,  as  was  at  length  aggriet  on  :  quhilk  conference  is  ready  to  be 
fliawin. 


Seffio  4^- 

The  repoi't  of  the  Conference  had  be  the  Commiffioners  appointit  be  the 
Kings  Majeftie  and  Counfell  beand  exhibite  to  the  prefent  Affemblie,  it  was 
thocht  meitt  to  be  red  ovir. 

As  to  the  fupplicatioun  devyfit  in  the  beginning  of  the  Conference,  tuitch- 
ing  thefe  that  fall  vote  in  Parliament  in  name  of  the  Kirk  :  The  Affemblie 
thoght  the  advyce  good,  and  ordainit  Mrs  John  Row  and  Robert  Pont  to 
pen  the  fame,  and  to  prefent  it  to  the  Affemblie  on  Monday. 
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Concerning  the  remnant  obfervatiouns,  ordourlie  the  Kirk  proceidit  as 
followes  : 

Cap.  1. 

The  aughteine  article  therof  quhilk  in  Conference  was  defyrit  to  be  made 
plaine,  the  AfTemblie  thinks  it  fenlible  enough. 

Cap.  2. 
The  thrid  article  agreeit  conforme  to  the  Conference. 

Cap.  3. 

The  7  article  to  be  farther  confiderit ;  the  10  article  thoght  plaine  in 
the  felfe  ;  as  to  the  12  article,  Agreit  it  be  frameit  conforme  to  the  Confer- 
ence. Twitching  the  advyce  craveit,  What  paines  falbe  put  to  non  reli- 
dents  :  The  Kirk  thoght  meit,  That  civil  law  be  craveit,  decernand  the 
benefices  to  vaike  through  non  refidence. 

Cap.  4. 

The  9  article  agreeit  conforme  to  the  Conference  ;  and  the  penaltie  of 
perfons  excomraunicat,  defyreit  to  be  horning  or  captioun  be  fpecial  a6l  of 
Parliament,  to  be  execute  be  the  Thefaurer,  Juilice  Clerk,  or  vthers,  that 
the  Kings  Majeftie  and  his  Counfell  pleafe  to  appoint. 

Cap.  5. 
Aggreit  with  the  two  fupplicatiouns  defyrit. 

Cap.  6. 
The  perpetuitie  of  the  perfons  of  the  Elders  aggriet  conforme  &c. 

[Anent  order  to  be  tane  for  vilitation  of  Colledges,  Schooles,  and  Hof- 
pitals  ;  and  the  faid  articles,  with  other  articles  to  be  given  in  be  the  breth- 
ren, to  be  feen  and  correfiled  be  David  Fergulbne,  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  and 
the  Commiilioners  of  Kyle,  Cari6l,  and  Cuningham. 
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Commiffioners  of  Countries  were  appointed  in  this  Affembly,  as 
foUoweth : — 


Mr  Gilbert  Fufie,  »    ^  ,  ^  r,  ,.      , 

and  Zetland. 


Mr  James  Annand,  J  ^ 

Mr  John  Robertfon,  -  -  Rofs. 

Mr  George  Hay,  -  -  Cathnefs. 

Mr  Patrick  Auchinleck,  -  -         Murray. 

Mr  David  Cunningham,         -  -         Aberdeen  and  Bamf. 

Mr  John  Craig  : — The  Kirk  of  Boyn  and  Buchan  from  North. 

-\    The    Laigh    of  Marr   and    Garioch,    with   the 

J!,     X    ■  \     <•  1-k'         ?■  Kirks  of  the  Mernes  beyond  the  Mont  upon  the 
TheLau-dofDun,J^^^^^^^j3^^_ 

,Tr„-        /^i    -r  /•       '^    The   High  of  Marr  and  Garioch,   Angus   and 
Wilham  Chriltefon,   I  °  ^  ,     „  i.-     c 

.     .     „  >  Mernes,  except  Kynmonth,  ocone,   Kynlawnes, 

'      J    Cambus-Michael,  Kilfpindie,  Errol  and  Rait. 

Mr  John  Row  : — The  bounds  of  Dunkeld,  ^vith  the  Kirks  of  San6l 
Andrews  within  Strathern,  except  the  Kirks  of  Dunkeld  within  Fife  and 
Angus,  joyning  to  the  faid  Kirks. 

To  be  vifit  be  the  laid  Mr  John  : — Kynmonth,  Scone,  Kynfawnes, 
Cambus-Michael,  Kilfpindie,  Errol,  Rait. 

The  Bifliop  of  Dumblane  : — Dumblane, 

Mr  Patrick  Adamfon  : — Fife  from  Sanft  Andrews  to  Levin. 

David  Fergufon : — From  Levin  to  Cambuikenneth,  the  Kirks  of  the 
Diocefs  of  San6l  Andrews,  from  Forth  to  Tay  on  both  the  fides  of  New- 
burgh,  and  therefra  well  on  the  Ibuth  fide  of  the  Ochells,  the  Kirks  of 
San6l  Andrews  and  Dunkeld. 

Mr  John  Spotfwood  : — Lothian  from  Stirling  to  the  Water  of  Leith. 

Mr  David  Lindfay : — From  the  Water  of  Leith  to  Cockburnfpeth. 

John  Clapperton  ; — Merce  and  Lammer  Muir. 

Mr  Andrew  Cleyhills  : — Tiviotdale. 

John  Brand  : — Tweddail. 

Mr  Andrew  Hay  : — Cliddifdaill,  Renfrew  and  Lennox. 

The  Billiop  of  Glafgow  : — Kyle,  Caridl,  &c. 

Mr  Peter  Watfon  : — Nithifdaile,  Annandail. 

Mr  John  Duncanfon  : — Galloway.  C] 
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patrimonie  of  the  Kirk  to  the  hurt  and  diminutioun  of  the  rentalls 
therof,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  old  poffeffors  of  the  fame ;  certifieng 
them  and  every  ane  of  them  that  dois  in  the  contrair,  that  the  cenfures 
of  the  Kirk  and  excommunication  fould  proceid  againfl  them ;  and  this 
adl  to  be  extendit  to  all  Chapiters  of  every  fort  and  condition  that  is  vfit 
prefentlie  in  this  realme ;  and  ficklyke  againfl  them  that  are  receivers, 
diredllie  or  indire6llie,  of  the  faids  fews,  taks,  or  vthers  difpofitiouns  quhat- 
fumevir  >  and  the  contraveiners  to  be  acculit  befor  the  Generall  or  Syno- 
dall  AlFemblies,  or  thair  Commiffioners  appointit  be  ather  of  them  to  that 
effe6l,  and  intimatioun  to  be  made  heirof  be  all  Commiffioners  and  Miniflers 
in  every  paroch  kirk  ;  and  that  in  refpedl  of  the  great  inconvenients 
knowin  to  the  Kirk,  agains  the  Kirk,  fchooles,  and  the  multitude  of  the 
poore  quhilk  daylie  increafes  and  dies  miferablie  through  the  occafioun 
forfaid. 

The  nixt  Affemblie  to  be  in  Edinburgh  the  24  of  06lober  nixt  to  come  ; 
and  if  ther  be  ane  Parliament  betuixt  and  the  laid  day,  the  Affemblie  to 
be  quher  the  Parliament  beis,  twa  dayes  befor  the  fame. 


3  G 


418  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1578. 


A.  D.  M.D.LXXVIII. 


The  General  Affemblie  conveinit  at  Edinburgh,  the  24  day  of 
06lober  1578,  in  the  Nether  Counfell  houfe  :  Quher  ther  was 
prefent  the  Commiflioners  of  Countreys,  Provinces,  Townes,  and 
Vniverfities. 

Exhortation  made  be  Mr  John  Row.  Leits,  Mrs  Andro  Hay,  Thomas 
Smeitoun,  David  Fergulbne  ;  The  faid  David  was  chofen  Modcratour 
be  pluralitie  of  votes. 


Seffio  la- 

[For  the  better  expedition  of  matters  in  the  AfTembly,  it  was  thought 
meet,  that  the  Moderator  conveen  with  Mr  James  Lowfone,  Mr  Andro 
Melvill,  Mr  Johne  Row,  Mr  Andro  Hay,  Mr  Thomas  Smeitoun,  Mr 
Johne  Craig,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  every  day  at  7  hours  in  the  morning,  and 
two  afternoon,  in  Mr  James  Lowfon  his  gallery,  to  conferr  andadvife  upon 
fuch  things  as  fliall  be  thought  meet  to  be  proponed  to  the  Affembly. 

Becaus  that  divers  noble  perlbnages  were  prefent  within  the  toun,  whofe 
prefence  was  neceffar  to  the  Affembly  ;  the  Affembly  defired  their  breth- 
ren, John  Durie,  John  Brand,  Andrew  Kerr  of  Foudonfide  and  the  Laird 
of  Braid,  to  goe  to  their  Honours  and  require  their  prefence.  C.  &  B.j 
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Seffio  2^ 

In  reipedl  that  at  the  defyre  of  the  Affemblie,  certaine  of  the  Nobilitie 
were  conveinit,  viz.  my  Lord  Chancellour,  the  Erie  of  Montrois,  ray  Lord 
Seatoun,  my  Lord  Lindfay,  it  was  exponit  and  fliawin  [unto  them]  be  the 
Moderatour  of  this  Affemblie,  in  name  of  the  Kirk,  quhat  care  and  ftudie 
the  Kirk  of  God  had  tane  to  intertaine  and  keip  the  puritie  of  the  iincere 
word  of  God  vnmixt  with  the  invention  of  their  awin  heids,  quhilk  thair 
fpeciall  care  was  to  prel'erve  to  the  pofteritie  heirafter  :  And  feeing  that 
the  true  religioun  is  not  able  to  continue  nor  indure  long-  without  a  good 
difcipline  and  policie  ;  in  that  part  have  they  alfo  imployit  thair  witt  and 
ftudie,  and  drawin  foorth  of  the  pure  fontaines  of  Gods  word,  fick  a  difci- 
pline [and  policie]  as  is  nieitt  to  remaine  within  the  Kirk,  quhilk  they  pre- 
fentit  to  the  Kings  Majeftie,  with  thair  fupplicatioun  ;  at  whofe  dire6lioun 
certaine  Commiflioners  were  appointit  to  reafon  with  fick  as  were  deput 
be  the  Kirk  ;  quher  the  haill  matter  beeand  difpute,  was  refolvit  and  aggreit 
to  a  few  heids,  and  therafter  againe  prefentit  to  the  Lords  of  the  Articles, 
that  the  laid  difcipline  might  take  j^lace  and  be  eftablilliit  be  the  a6lis  and 
lawis  of  the  realme  ;  quherin,  nottheles,  thair  travell  hes  not  fucceidit ; 
prayand  therfor  the  Nobilitie  prefent,  alfweill  oppinly  to  make  profeffioun 
to  the  Kirk,  if  they  will  allow,  affirme  and  mantaine  the  religioun  pre- 
fentlie  eftablifchit  within  this  realme,  as  alfo  the  Policie  and  Difcipline 
already  fpokin  of ;  and  labour  at  the  King  and  Counfells  hands  for  ane 
anfuer  to  the  heids  after  following,  to  wit  :  That  his  Grace  and  Coun- 
fell  will  eftablifch  fuch  heids  of  the  Policie  as  was  already  refolvit  and 
aggreit  vpon  be  the  faids  Commiflioners,  and  caufe  fick  vthers  as  was  not 
finallie  aggreit,  to  be  reafonit  and  put  to  ane  end  ;  and  that  his  Grace 
and  Counfell  will  reftore  the  Kirk  to  [the  benefit  of]  the  a6l  of  Parlia- 
ment concerning  the  thrids ;  and  that  none  vote  in  Parliament  for  the 
Kirk,  except  fuch  as  fall  have  commiifioun  of  the  Kirk  for  that  effedl ; 
and  that  prefentations  of  benefices  be  diredlit  to  the  Commiflioners  of 
Countreyis  quher  benefices  lyes  :  And  to  the  effe6t  that  the  matter  may 
be  the  better  and  fooner  exped,  that  thair  Lordfliips  wald  appoint  fick 
tyme  convenient  therto  as  they  may  befl,  fpare,  that  fick  of  the  brether  as 
beis  namit  therto,  may  awaite  vpon  thair  Honours.  Heirvnto  the  Noble- 
men anfuerit,   That  a  part  of  them  had  made  publick  profeffioun  of  this 
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religioun  befor,  and  alwayes  now  they  declare  they  confefle  the  religioun 
prefentlie  profell  within  this  reahiie,  and  fall  mantaine  the  fame  to  thair 
power  :  As  to  the  reft  they  thinke  good  the  King  and  his  Counfell  be 
lliitit,  and  they  fall  affift  with  the  Kirk  for  anluer  therto  :  the  tyme  to 
that  eflFe6l  [they  fliall  notifie]  to  the  Kirk  the  morne. 


Seffio  S''- 

The  Commiffioners  of  Provinces  were  called,  the  abfents  noted  ;  Mr 
Patrick  Adamfon  his  excule  reje6led  :  The  reft  who  were  prefent,  were 
tryed.  Mr  John  Robertfon,  Minifter  of  Rofs,  was  delated,  That  he  had 
remained  almoft  this  half  year  in  Edinburgh,  fo  that  he  neither  difcharged 
his  commiffion  of  Vifitation,  nor  his  office  of  the  Miniftrie.  He  anfwered, 
That  he  had  fome  actions  depending  before  the  Lords,  and  other  weighty 
affairs,  which  ftayed  him  ;  that  belide  the  fupply  of  certain  brethren  at  his 
kirk,  he  had  licence  of  the  Bifliop  of  Rofs  ;  and  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  commiffion.  The  AlFembly  willed  him  to  return  again  to  his  cure 
with  all  convenient  diligence. 

Mr  James  Boyd,  Commiffioner  of  Kyle,  Cari6l,  &c.,  was  defired  to 
fubmitt  himfelf  to  the  Generall  Affemblie,  for  reformation  of  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  Hate  of  a  Bifliop  in  his  perfon,  according  to  the  a6ls  of  the 
Affemblie  ;  farther  he  was  accufed  of  negligence  in  his  vifitation  ;  negli- 
gence of  preaching  at  the  kirk  of  Ofwald,  which  he  had  taken  to  be  his 
particular  kirk  ;  flacknefs  of  difcipline  ;  and  that  he  had  given  collation  to 
Mr  He6lor  Dowglafs  of  the  benefice  of  Ankrom,  with  command  to  the 
Reader  to  give  him  inftitution  thereof,  there  being  another  Minifter  there 
a6lually  ferving  the  cure  at  the  laid  kirk.  To  the  firft  demand,  Mr 
James  anfwered.  He  underftood  not  the  meaning  of  the  laid  adl  concern- 
ing fubmiflion  ;  alwil'e  he  was  content  to  offer  fuch  reafons  to  the  Mode- 
rator and  the  brethren  that  confult  with  him,  as  either  they  may  be  fatiffied 
in  the  faid  point,  or  be  their  better  reafons  he  may  be  perfuaded  to  yield. 
The  Aflembly  appointed  him  to  be  prelent  with  the  faid  brethren  and  Mo- 
derator, upon  Munday  at  7  hours  in  the  morning,  in  Mr  James  Lowlons 
galrie.  As  to  his  non  vifitation,  he  granted,  He  had  not  vifit  Kyle  and 
Cuningham  for  deadly  feeds  there,  and  defired  to  be  dilburdened  of  that 
charge,   and   his  vifitation  to  be  limited  to  him  about  Glafgow.     As  for 
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preaching,  He  had  preached  at  the  kirk  of  OlVald  when  he  was  in  the 
countrey,  and  other  times  at  Glafgow,  and  craved  of  the  Affemblie,  that 
he  might  travell  at  Glafgow.  As  to  the  lail,  anlwered,  It  is  the  common 
forme  of  collations  that  he  keeped. 

Mr  John  Row  delated,  That  he  had  not  put  in  execution  the  a6ls  of  the 
Aflemblie  againfl;  Lady  Atholl.  He  anfwered,  That  he  had  taken  fome 
travell  in  that  behalfe,  yet  becaus  the  Erie  himfelf  had  adjoyned  him  to 
the  religion,  he  wold  not  be  rafh  till  he  had  fiirther  refolution  of  the  Af- 
fembly.  Four  brethren  are  directed  to  the  Erie  to  require  his  judgement 
anent  the  befl;  mean  to  bring  her  to  the  religion ;  and  to  demand,  what 
tyme  the  Commilfioners  of  the  Aflembly,  who  are  to  be  direft  to  the 
Kings  Majeftie  and  his  Council,  fhall  await  on  his  Lordfliip  and  the  reft 
of  the  Noblemen  that  were  to  pafs  thither.  To  the  firft  he  anfwered, 
That  the  readieft  way  was  the  hearing  of  the  word,  and  privat  conference, 
wherein  he  iliould  ufe  diligence.  As  to  the  other  demand,  he  thinks  it 
meet,  They  goe  foreward  with  their  purpofe,  whether  he  goe  to  Stirline, 
or  not,  becaufe  he  was  uncertain  ;  but  if  he  be  prefent,  he  Ihall  affift  their 
Commiffioners,  as  he  promifed. 


Seffio  4a- 

Anent  the  complaint  made  of  certain  brethren  of  the  Miniftry,  that  had 
left  their  own  flock,  and  fome  fimpliciter  the  fundilion  of  the  Miniftrie, 
viz.  Alexander  Winchefter,  Minifter  in  Elgin,  left  his  flock  of  Elgine,  and 
now  preacheth  in  Stirline  ;  Mr  Patrick  Auchinleck  having  a  benefice  in 
Murrey,  ferveth  not  there  ;  Mr  John  Colvill,  Minifter  at  Kilbryde,  had 
left  the  Miniftrie  ;  Mr  Patrick  Dowglafs,  Chantour  of  Murray,  Mr 
Gilbert  Gardin,  non  refidents  :  All  which  nerfons  being  called,  the  faid 
Mr  Patrick  being  prefent,  was  commanded  to  enter  to  his  cure  in  Murrey, 
as  he  will  be  anfwerable  to  the  Aflembly.  He  promifed  to  obey.  Mr 
John  Craig  anfwered  for  Mr  Gilbert  Gardin,  That  his  benefice  is  given 
up  vacant.  The  reft  not  compearing,  the  Aflembly  give  their  full  power 
and  commiflion  to  their  brethren  directed  with  commifljon  to  the  King, 
to  fummond  the  faid  Mr  John  Colvill,  and  the  Minifter  of  Elgine,  if  he 
be  at  Stirling,  to  compear  before  them  at  Stirline  at  fuch  other  days  as 
they  think  good,   to  aniVer  for  the  leaving  of  their  flock,   and   Miniftrie 
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relpe6live,  and  to  put  order  to  them  according  to  the  adls  of  the  Generall 
Aflembly,  as  they  will  anfwer  to  the  Afl'embly  on  their  duty,  and  that 
betwixt  and  the  next  Aiiemblie  ;  and  if  the  faid  Minifter  of  Elgine  be  not 
there,  Ordaines  the  Commiffioner  who  fliall  be  nominat  to  vifit  his 
Countrey,  to  call  the  faid  Minifter  before  him,  at  fuch  dayes  as  he  thinks 
good,  and  to  proceed  againft  him  for  his  non  refidence,  according  to  the 
acts  of  the  AlTembly,  and  to  try  the  flander  given  be  him,  and  after  juft 
triall  thereof,  according  to  the  faid  a6l,  as  alfo  the  Commiflioners  of 
the  remanent  perfons  above  fpecified  not  relident,  to  take  ficklyke  order 
with  them  according  to  the  adls  of  the  Kirk,  as  they  will  anl'wer  upon 
their  office.  C] 


Seffio  5^- 

Anent  the  a6l  made  in  the  laft  Affemblie  concerning  the  fufpenlion  of 
Vifitors  fra  giving  of  collatioun  of  benefices  to  any  perl'on  by  the  ]\linifters 
lerving  adlually  at  the  kirks  quher  the  I'aids  benefices  lyis  :  The  Kirk  or- 
daines the  laid  a6l  to  ftand  in  full  effedl  and  ftrength  quhill  the  nixt  Affem- 
blie, quher  the  matter  beand  newlie  proponit  may  be  farther  refolvit. 

[Anent  the  Commiffion  given  to  the  Minifters  of  Edinburg,  Mr  David 
Lindfayj  Mr  Robert  Pont,  David  Fergufone  and  John  Brand,  to  fummone 
Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,  Commiflioner  of  a  part  of  Fife,  and  Mr  Robert 
Hammilton  Minifter  at  Sandl  Andrews,  to  have  compeared  before  them  in 
Edinburgh,  and  to  try  the  abufes  of  the  Faft  in  San6l  Andrews,  committed 
be  their  negligence  ;  and  other  complaints  to  be  given  in  againft  the  faid 
Mr  Robert ;  and  ficklike  to  try  if  the  laid  Mr  Robert  hath  obeyed  the 
ordinance  and  decreit  of  the  Kirk  concerning  the  leaving  of  the  Provoftrie 
of  the  New  CoUedge,  and  to  receive  his  anfwer  therein  ;  wherein  if  they 
find  no  reafon  to  ftay  the  execution  of  the  faid  fentence,  to  proceed,  and 
put  the  lame  in  execution,  according  to  the  tenor  thereof,  as  the  laid  com- 
miffion beareth.  The  faid  Commiffioners  being  prelent,  and  required  what 
they  had  done  touching  the  premiffes,  granted  the  fame  was  not  executed, 
pretending  fome  excul'e  :  Therefore  the  Affemblie  gives  and  committs  of 
new  the  faid  matter  to  their  faid  brethren,  requiring  them  with  poffible 
diligence  to  put  the  fame  into  due  execution,  as  they  will  anfwer  upon 
their  duty  to  the  Kirk  :     And  farther  of  new  gives  commiffion  to  their 
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faid  brethren,  to  accufe  the  faid  Mr  Patrick  of  the  tranfgrelTions  committed 
be  him  ag-ainft  the  tenor  of  his  fubmiifion,  and  to  receive  anfwer  theranent ; 
as  alfo  charge  him  to  remove  the  corruptions  of  the  ftate  of  a  Bifchop  in 
his  perfon,  particularly  to  be  given  in  to  him  ;  and  if  he  refufe,  after  admo- 
nitions, to  be  excommunicat  be  the  perfons,  who  fhall  be  appointed  be 
them  to  that  effedl.  C] 

Anent  the  fubmiffioun  of  Mr  James  Boyd,  Commiffioner  of  Kyle,  Carreck 
&c.,  to  the  Generall  Affemblie,  conforme  to  the  a6l  made  in  the  laft  Affem- 
blie,  and  the  reafoning  had  be  him  with  the  Moderator  and  brother  appointit 
therto  :  The  forfaid  brether  being  prefent  thoght  befl  he  fould  publifch 
his  awin  anfuer  to  the  haill  brether  for  fatiffa6tioun  of  them,  quho  gave  in 
his  anfuer  in  wryte  as  followeth. 

Firft,  I  vnderfland  the  name,  office,  and  modeft  reverence  borne  to  a 
Bilchop,  to  be  lawful  and  allowable  be  the  Scriptures  of  God  ;  and 
beand  ele6lit  be  the  Kirk  and  King  to  be  Bifchop  of  Glalgow,  I  efteime 
my  calling  and  office  lawful.  And  as  anent  my  executioun  of  that 
charge  committit  to  me,  I  am  content  to  endevore  at  my  vttermoft  abili- 
tie  to  performe  the  fame  and  every  point  therof,  and  to  abyde  the  honor- 
abill  judgements  of  the  Kirk  from  time  to  time,  of  my  offending  by  my 
dewtie  ;  craveing  alwayes  a  brotherlie  defyre  at  thair  hands,  feeing  the 
charge  is  weghtie,  and  in  the  laying  [any  thing]  to  be  laid  to  my  charge, 
to  be  examinat  be  the  Canon  left  be  the  Apoftle  to  Timothie,  1  epiftle 
and  3  cap.,  feing  that  place  was  appointit  to  me  at  my  receipt,  to  vnder- 
fland therfra  the  dueties  of  a  Bifchop. 

As  toward  my  living,  and  rents,  and  vthers  things  granted  be  the  Prince 
to  me,  and  my  fucceffors,  for  the  ferving  of  that  charge  :  I  reckon  the 
lame  lawful. 

As  to  my  dewtie  to  the  Supreme  Magillrate  :  In  allifting  his  Grace  in 
Counfell  or  Parliament,  beand  cravit  therto,  I  efteime  my  fubjedlioun  com- 
pells  me  to  obey  the  fame  ;  and  [that  it  is]  no  hurt  but  a  Weill  to  the  Kirk, 
that  Tome  of  our  number  be  at  the  making  of  good  lawes  and  ordinances  : 
In  the  doing  quherof,  I  proteft  befor  God,  I  intend  never  to  doe  any  thing 
but  that  I  believe  fall  ftand  with  the  puritie  of  the  Scripture,  and  a  weill  re- 
formit  countrey  ;  as  alio  a  good  part  of  the  living  I  bruik  hes  been  given 
for  that  caufe. 

Quhilk  being  red  in  oppin  Affemblie  and  confiderit,  after  voting  of  the 
haill  brether,   was  adjudgeit  to  be  no  anfuer  to  the  Acl,  nor  to  fatiffie  the 
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defyre  therof ;  alwayes  he  was  requyrit  that  he  fould  returne  at  afternoone 
with  better  advyce  as  the  Kirk  wifched  at  God  he  fould  doe. 

[^Mr  Heclor  Douglafs,  to  whom  he  had  given  collation  of  the 
benefice  of  Ankrum,  being  tryed  be  Mr  John  Craig  and  Mr  Thomas 
Smeton  at  the  command  of  the  Aflembly,  they  reported,  He  was  yet  rude 
in  the  principles  of  religion  :  He  was  ordained  the  morn  at  7  hours,  to 
give  a  proof  of  his  gift  in  teaching  before  the  faid  brethren  and  fome 
others.  C] 


* 

« 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Seffio  8=^ 

[It  was  ordained  as  folio weth  :  Forfameikle  as  there  are  divers  perfons 
within  the  Miniftrie,  that  being  depoled  from  their  fun6lions  of  the  Minif- 
trie  be  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk,  and  ficklyke  be  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Countries  for  offences  committed  be  them,  bruiks  flill  the 
benefices  and  ecclefiaftical  livings  wherupon  others  fhould  be  fuftained, 
that  may  travell  in  the  Miniftrie  of  the  word  :  Therefore  C]  The  Af- 
femblie hes  vottit  and  concludit,  That  all  fick  perfons  as  are  already,  or 
lieirafter  falbe  depofit  for  thair  offences  from  the  fun6lioun  of  the  Miniftrie, 
falbe  chargit  be  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Countreys  to  dimitt  the  faid 
benefices  and  livings  poITelTit  be  them,  to  the  effefil  vthers  may  be  provyd- 
it  therto  that  may  travell  in  the  faid  fundlioun,  vnder  the  paine  of  ex- 
communication to  be  execute  agains  them  ;  quherin  if  they  failgie,  after 
admonitioun,  to  proceid  to  the  fentence  of  excommunication  agains  them, 
vnder  the  pain  of  f'ufpenfion  of  them  from  the  fundlioun  of  the  Miniftrie 
dureing  the  will  of  the  Kirk  :  and  that  this  a6l  be  execute  agains  the  Bif- 
chop  of  Dunkeld,  and  the  Minifter  of  Saline,  be  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
Countrey  quher  they  dwell,  betuixt  and  the  nixt  Affemblie,  under  the 
paine  forfaid. 

Forfameikle  as  the  Bifchops  are  to  be  chargeit  to  remove  the  corruptiouns 
in  that  eftate,  the  Kirk  nominat  the  fpeciall  corruptions  quhilk  they  defyre 
lick  as  will  fubmitt  themfelfe  to  the  faid  Affemblie  to  corredl,  with  promife. 


1578.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  425 

that  if  the  Generall  Kirk  heirafter  fall  find  farther  corruptions  in  the  faid 
eftate  nor  heirto  is  expreft,  that  they  be  content  to  be  reformit  be  the  faid 
Affemblie  according  to  the  word  of  God,  quhen  they  falbe  requyrit 
therto  : 

1 .  That  they  be  content  to  be  pallors  and  minifters  of  ane  flock. 

2.  That  they  ufurp  no  criminal  jurifdifitioun. 

3.  That  they  vote  not  in  Parliament  in  name  of  the  Kirk,  mthout  com- 
miflion  from  the  Kirk. 

4.  That  they  take  not  up,  for  the  manteinance  of  thair  ambitioun  and 
ryotoufnes,  the  emoluments  of  the  Kirk  quhilk  may  fuftaine  many  pallors, 
the  fchooles,  and  the  poore,  but  be  content  with  reafonable  living-  accord- 
ing to  thair  office. 

5.  That  they  claime  not  to  themfelves  the  titles  of  Lords  temporal!, 
neither  vfurp  temporall  jurifdi6lion  ;  quherby  they  are  abflradlit  from  thair 
office. 

6.  That  they  impyre  not  above  the  particular  Elderfchips,  but  be  fubjedl 
to  the  fame. 

7-  That  they  vfurp  not  the  power  of  tlie  I'relbytries. 
8.  That  they  take  no  farder  bounds  of  Vifitation  nor  the  Kirk  commit- 
teth  to  them. 

The  Affemblie  [in  refpe6l  that  Mr  He6lor  Dowglafs  was  admitted  be 
the  Bifchop  of  Glafgow,  who  had  no  jurifdi6lion  in  thefe  bounds,  being 
otherwife  alfo  untryed  be  him  ;  and  therafter  the  trial  of  his  dodlrine  being 
committed  to  certaine  brethren  having  commilfion  thereto  in  Stirline,  and 
refufed  be  him  ;  and  being  after  examined  be  certain  of  the  brethren  upon 
the  rudiments  of  religion,  and  being  found  rude  therein  ;  as  alfo  in  refpe^l 
of  his  continuance  in  not  compearing  this  day,  as  was  appointed  be  the 
Generall  Affembly,  to  give  Ipecimen  of  his  do6lrine  ;  hath  depryvit,  and] 
deprives  Mr  Hedlor  Dowglafs  from  his  office  and  fun6lioun  of  the 
Miniflry  as  voundit  and  vnabill  therfor,  and  ordains  him  to  be  chargeit 
be  the  Commiffioner  of  the  Countrey  to  dimitt  his  benefice  ;  and  if  he 
refufes,  after  admonitions,  to  proceid  to  excommunicatioun  agains  him, 
vnder  the  paine  of  fufpenlioun  of  the  faid  Commiffioner  fra  his  office  of 
the  Minillrie  dureing  the  will  of  the  Kirk. 

Forfameikle  as  there  is  diverfe  perfons  within  this  realme  that  fends 
thair  children  beand  within  age,  furth  of  the  countrey  over  fea  to  places 

S  H 
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quher  fuperllitioun  and  papiftrie  is  maintained,  vnder  pretence  of  feiking- 
farther  inftru6lion  and  learning  ;  as  alfo  vtliers  beand  of  perfyte  age,  tranl- 
ports  themfelves  out  of  the  realme  vpon  the  fame  pretence,  quherthrow, 
for  the  moft  part,  they  become  corrupt  in  religioun,  as  be  evident  expe- 
rience is  daylie  fein  :  For  remeid  heirof,  the  Generall  AlTemblie  has  ad- 
vyfit  and  concludit,  That  the  parents  of  iick  children  as  within  thair  mi- 
noritie  fends  them  to  the  faids  places,  or  heirafter  lall  fend  them  quher  the 
faid  papiftrie  is  teachit  and  mantainit,  falbe  chargit  be  thair  awin  Minifters 
refpedliue,  to  call  back  thair  children  from  the  faids  places  with  all  con- 
venient expeditioun,  vnder  the  paine  of  excoramunicatioun ;  and  if  they 
dilTobey,  to  proceid  with  the  excoramunicatioun  agains  them  :  and  that 
lick  as  are  of  perfyte  age,  that  already  are  paft  out  of  the  countrey  to  the 
faids  places,  or,  in  tyme  coming,  fall  pafs  therto,  fall  in  lyke  manner  be 
chargit  to  remove  themfelves  therfra,  vnder  the  femblable  paine  to  be 
execute  agains  them  ;  and  if  they  diffobey,  to  be  excommunicat  be  the 
Minifter  of  the  place  quher  they  remainit  befor  thair  departing  out  of  the 
countrie. 
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A.D.M.D.LXXIX 


The  Generall  Aflemblie  conveinit  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  New- 
Kirk,  and  begun  the  7  of  Julij  1579  :  Quherein  ther  was  prelent 
the  Commiffioners  of  Countreys,  Provinces,  Townes  and  Vni- 
verfities. 


Seffio  la- 

Exhortatioun  made  be  David  Fergufone.  Leits,  Mrs  xlndro  Hay,  Tlio- 
mas  Smeitoun  and  Johne  Duncanfone  :  be  pluralitie  of  votes  the  faid  Mr 
Thomas  was  chofm  Moderatour  hac  vice,  [who  defired  certain  of  the 
brethren  to  concurr,  and  give  their  advice  to  him  in  matters  to  be  handled 
at  this  Convention,]  at  whofe  defyre  the  Laird  of  Dunne,  Mrs  Johne 
Row,  Andro  Melvill,  Androw  Hay,  James  Lowfone,  Robert  Pont,  David 
Fergufone,  John  Greig,  [and  the  Miniller  of  Dundie]  were  appointit 
Afleflburs,  [to  conveen  every  day  with  him,  at  7  hours  in  the  morning,  in 
Mr  James  Lowions  gallrie,  and  at  two  after  noon,  and  to  continue  fo,  till 
the  end  of  the  Affembly.] 
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Seffio  2»- 

In  face  of  the  Aflemblie,  Mr  Joline  Duncanfone,  the  Kings  Majeflies 
Minifter,  prefentit  his  Hienes  letter  dire6l  to  the  Affemblie,  quhilk  was 
red  and  humblie  receivit,  and  ordained  to  be  regiftrat  in  the  Regi^er  of 
the  Kirk,  quherof  the  tenour  foUowes  : 

Richt  truftie  and  Tveibelovit,  We  greit  5011  heartlie  weill.  Vnderftand- 
ing  of  gour  prefent  Aflemblie  at  Edenburgh,  and  for  the  rumours  that 
pafles  of  fome  things  to  be  intreatit  among  gou,  that  may  feime  prejudicial! 
to  that  good  ordour  of  the  government  of  the  Kirk  and  eccleliailicall 
policie  heirtofoir  Jang  travellit  in  and  hopeit  for,  We  have  takin  occaffion 
to  lliew  our  mynd  in  this  behalfe  to  the  Minifter  of  our  awin  houfe  and 
fome  vthers  of  jour  awin  number  happening  to  be  prefent  with  Vs,  quhom 
in  this  caufe  We  have  thoght  meiteft  to  vfe  as  our  awin  meflingers  to  carie 
our  letter,  quherby  We  heartlie  delyre  50U  and  efFe6luouflie  admonifch 
30U,  that  in  this  our  gong  age,  the  tyme  beand  fubiecl  to  fo  many  difficul- 
ties and  imperfedliouns,  to  beftow  gour  common  care  and  g-ood  will  to  inter- 
taine  peace  and  quyetnes  in  Gods  feare  and  our  due  obedience  ;  forbearing 
any  proceiding  at  this  tyme,  that  may  touch  matters  heirtofoir  not  concludit 
be  our  lawis  or  receivit  in  practife  :  But  quhatevir  in  the  former  confer- 
ences tuiching  the  policie  of  the  Kirk,  was  reniittit  to  be  reafoned  and 
decydit  be  our  Eftates  in  Parliament,  let  it  fo  reft  without  prejudging  the 
fame  with  any  of  jour  conclufiouns  at  this  tyme,  lince  our  Parliament  now 
fo  {hortlie  approaches,  and  that  We  are  weill  pleaiit  [and  content,]  that  be- 
fore the  fame  fick  matters  as  are  not  get  fully  reafonit,  may  be  farther  con- 
fultit  vpon  and  prepared  to  paffe  in  forme  of  laws,  and  the  meiteft  for  that 
worke  to  be  expreflie  imployit  therin  ;  to  the  end  that  the  things  conferrit 
and  aggreit  vpon  maybe  prefentit  to  our  Eftates,  to  be  approvit  in  ourfaiJ 
Parliament,  and  due  execution  to  follow  thereon  for  the  advancement  of 
Gods  true  religiotin,  and  the  repofe  of  50U  and  vthers  our  good  fubiedls, 
the  members  of  the  Kirk  of  God  within  this  realme  :  And  for  this  caufe, 
that  ge  will  not  only  be  the  authors  and  perfwaders  of  commoun  peace  and 
concord  amongft  all  of  gour  awin  function,  but  amongft  all  vthers  our 
fubiedls,  afweill  generallie  as  in  the  particular  kirks  quher  ye  travell,  that 
fome  men  ovir  buflie  to  worke  the  contrair  effe6ls,  may  find  themfelves 
diifapointit ;   and  that  our  haill  eftate,  be  gour  example,  may  be  rather  dif- 
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polit  [to  conforme]  them{elves  to  a  godlie  and  a  peaceable  courfe  of  living-, 
quhilk  we  are  alTured  falbe  pleafmg-  to  God,  and  to  Vs  wiibe  moil  accept- 
able, as  ge  may  periVade  gour  felves  of  our  willing  inclinatioun  to  fett 
fordwart  this  a6lioun  according  to  Gods  will  and  word,  with  all  the  dili- 
gence and  good  meanes  that  may  be  vfed  :  And  fo  looking  to  be  informed 
of  the  fuccefle  of  this  our  reafonable  requeift  and  admonition,  We  commit 
30U  to  the  protecSlioun  of  God.  At  our  Caftell  of  Stirling,  the  5  day  of 
July  1579-     Sic  fubfcribitur  James  Rex. 

Direftit  To  our  truflie  and  welbelovit  the  Miniflers  and  vthers 
of  the  Kirk  prefentlie  alTemblit  at  Edenburgh. 

[The  Commillioners  of  Countries  being  removed  for  triall,  it  was  laid 
to  John  Clappertons  charge.  That  he  had  fimpliciter  refufed  the  commif- 
fion  of  the  AiTembly,  and  had  ufed  no  vilitatiou  :  He  anfwered,  That  he 
had  not  fimpliciter  refufed  the  commiffion,  but  in  terms  had  declared  oft 
to  the  Affembly,  that  he  might  not  bear  the  charge  for  go6d  reafons  which 
were  not  heard,  granting  alwayes  he  had  not  made  vHitation  ;  firft,  Be- 
caufe  he  found  no  concurrence  in  the  Countrey  ;  be  reafon  of  the  mine 
of  kirks  which  he  could  not  get  repaired,  albeit  he  had  letters  to  that 
effedl,  becaufe  he  durft  not  execut  the  fame  ;  3dly,  Nemo  in  fua  patria 
propheta,  therefor  a  ftranger  would  doe  more  good  in  thele  places  nor  he 
being  native  in  thefe  bounds, 

Mr  Peter  Watfon  was  accufed  for  not  vifiting  the  bounds  committed  to 
him  ;  and  that  being  informed  how  Mr  Gilbert  Broun,  Abbot  of  New 
Abbey,  and  Mr  Ninian  Dalgel  had  intifed  the  people  within  thefe  bounds 
to  papiflrie,  and  yet  made  no  tryal  thereof;  Sdly,  That  there  yet  ftands 
an  high  altar  in  the  New  Abbay.  He  grants  he  had  vilit  only  within 
fix  miles  to  Dumfries,  the  reft  of  the  country  being  deftitut  of  Minifters 
through  depoiition  of  many,  fome  be  the  Generall  AlTemblie,  fome  be  the 
Synodal ;  grants,  that  the  monument  of  idolatrie  yet  Ilandeth ;  as  for  Mr 
Gilbert  and  Ninian,  they  were  to  be  called  before  the  prefent  Alfembly. 


Selfio  3"^- 

Anent  the  complaint  made  upon  Mr  Thomas  Cranfton,  Minifter  at 
Libertoun,  That  he  had  left  his  flock  there,  departed  from  them  to  another 
kirk,   and  taken  up  the  living  of  the  interim  :     The  Aflerably,   in  refpefil 
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of  his  abfence,  gives  commifllon  to  the  CommilEoner  that  fliall  be  appointed 
over  Edinburg-h,  and  that  part  of  Edinburgh,  with  affiflance  of  the  Mi- 
nifter  of  Edinburgh,  to  call  the  laid  Mr  Thomas  befor  them,  and  to 
cognofce  upon  the  faid  complaint,  and  to  put  order  thereto,  as  effeirs. 

Anent  the  complaint  made  upon  John  Sinclair,  Vicar  of  Boltoun,  That 
having  purchafed  a  prefentation  of  the  faid  benefice,  after  that  he  had 
required  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Commiffioner  for  the  bounds,  where  the  faid 
l^enefice  lieth,  to  give  him  collation  thereof;  being  refufed  be  him  be 
reafon  of  the  a6ls  of  the  Kirk,  purchafed  a  new  prefentation  to  the  Bifhop 
of  San6l  Andrews  to  the  fame  effedl,  with  charges  to  him,  under  the  paine 
of  horning,  to  give  him  collation,  at  whofe  hand  be  an  Atturney  he  re- 
ceived collation  ;  as  alfwa  inftitution  by  Atturneyes,  who  brake  up  the 
kirk  doors,  as  was  alledged,  and  entered  be  force  therein  :  The  Generall 
Affembly,  after  calling  of  the  faid  John,  ordained  him  to  produce  his  pre- 
fentation, collation  and  inftitution  of  the  faid  benefice  before  them  the 
morn  to  be  confidered. 


Seffio  4'''- 

Anent  the  ordinance  of  the  laft  Aflembly  concerning  Mr  John  Colvils 
lion  relidence  :  The  Aflembly  committs  the  execution  of  the  laid  ordi- 
nance to  the  Commiflioner  for  the  bounds  where  the  kirk  lyeth,  with  the 
afliflance  of  the  brethren  of  his  Exercil'e  ;  and  that  the  lamen  be  execute 
Avith  all  diligence,  as  they  will  anfwer  to  the  Kirk. 

Anent  the  Reader  of  Edelfton,  alledged  not  placed  be  any  Commiflioner 
of  the  Kirk  :  The  Aflembly  found.  That  the  Commiflioner  of  that 
Countrey  have  tryal  of  his  qualities  and  life ;  and  if  he  find  him  able  to 
ferve  the  cure,  to  admitt  him,  and  caufe  him  to  be  booked  ;  otherwife  to 
reje6l  him,  and  difcharge  him  of  his  office.  C] 

Touching  the  Epiftle  prefentit  be  Alexander  Arbuthnot  to  be  prefixt  to 
the  Byble  :  The  brether  lies  defyrit  the  Moderatour  and  his  Affeflours 
to  reid  and  confider  the  fame,  together  with  the  Calender  to  be  prefentit 
be  jNIr  Robert  Pont,  and  to  give  thair  judgements  therof  the  morne. 
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Seffio  5»- 

[Mr  Ninian  Dalyell,  Schoolmafter  of  Dumfreis,  compeared,  and  was 
acculed,  That  he  had  privilie  profefled  papiilrie,  and  had  corrupted  the 
youth  with  erroneous  do6lrine  in  fundrie  points  ;  and,  namely,  that  he  had 
alledged,  that  the  facrament  cannot  be  miniilred  but  be  a  priell,  had 
affirmed  the  reality  of  the  facrament,  the  viiibility  and  fuccelfion  of  the 
Kirk,  and  other  like  heads  :  He  anfwered,  That  he  had  never  affirmed 
fuch  heads,  and  craved  only  realbning  and  conference  upon  the  vifibility 
and  fucceffion  of  the  Kirk  :     As  to  the  reft  he  doubted  not. 

Mr  Gilbert  Broun  was  accufed,  That  having-  participat  of  the  facrament 
in  Sanfil  Andrews,  fublcribed  the  articles  there,  and  yet  had  made  apollacy 
again  :  It  was  therefore  ordained,  be  vertue  of  the  faid  admilfion,  he 
fliould  underly  the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk.  C] 

Anent  the  buriall  of  the  bodie  of  the  Erie  of  Athoill  of  good  memorie  : 
The  Kirk  thoght  meit  to  diredl  from  the  Affemblie  Mr  Johne  Row  and 
Johne  Durie  [to  the  Lords]  to  defyre  of  them,  that  all  fuperftitioun  be 
avoidit  therat ;  quho  reportit  that  they  had  made  information  to  thair 
Honours,  That  the  brute  was  of  fome  fuperftitious  rites,  quhilk  were  pre- 
pared for  the  buriall,  as  a  whyt  croffe  in  the  mort  claith,  lang  gownes  with 
ftroupes,  and  torches  ;  quher  anfuer  was.  That  it  was  not  a  croffe,  and 
grantit  the  gownes,  and  denyit  the  torches  ;  alwayes  delyrit  the  Kirk  to 
diredl  two  to  lie,  if  fick  things  as  was  prepared  were  fuperftitious,  and  they 
fould  be  reformit :  according  quherto  were  immediatlie  [fent  to  them] 
David  Fergufone,  John  Brand  and  Johne  Durie,  to  declare,  The  Kirk 
thoght  the  crolFe  and  the  ftroupes  fuperftitious  and  ethnick  lyke,  and 
defyrit  them  to  remove  the  fame  ;  quho  returnit  with  anfuer.  That  the 
Lords  Ibuld  caufe  cover  the  mort  claith  with  black  velvett,  and  the  ftroupes 
Ibuld  be  removit. 

Anent  the  adt  made  in  the  laft  Afl'emblie  concerning  the  fuipenlioun  of 
Vilitors  fra  giving  coUatioun  of  benefices  to  any  perfon  by  the  Minifters 
ferving  atSlually  at  the  Kirks,  quher  the  laids  benefices  lyis  :  The  Affemblie 
ordaines  the  laid  adl  to  ftand  in  full  effeiSl  and  ftrenth  quhill  the  nixt 
Affemblie,  quher  the  matter  beand  newlie  proponit,  may  be  farther  re- 
folvit. 

The  brether  thoght  good,  that  the  late  conference,  haldin  at  Stirling  be 
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fick  as  the  King  appointit  therto,  foulJ  be  red,  fein  and  conferrit  with  the 
Booke  of  Policie,  to  fie  quherin  the  faid  conference  aggries  with  the  con- 
clufioun  already  of  the  Kirk. 

Cap.  1. 

Concerning  the  doubt  made  vpon  the  fecond  article  of  the  faid  cap.  : 
The  Kirk  explaines  that  article,  and  declares,  it  is  vnderftood  both  of  the 
Particular  Prefbytrie  and  Generall  Kirk. 

The  fourth  article  is  thoght  plaine  enough. 

Aggriet  to  the  delatione  containit  in  the  fixt  article. 

The  nint  article,  the  Kirk  thinks  good  it  ftand  as  it  is  in  the  Booke. 

And  the  twelve  ficklyke. 

13,  The  Kirk  eiks  to  the  word  governement  this  word,  difcipline. 

The  tent  article  to  remaine  vnalterit. 


Seffio  6a- 

The  Kirk  prefent  willit  [their  brethren,  to  wit,]  Mrs  Andro  Melvill, 
Andro  Hay,  Johne  Craig,  William  Chriftefone  and  the  Laird  of  Lundie  to 
conveine  in  the  place  of  the  AlTemblie,  and  to  vilite  the  anfuer  givin  in  be 
IVir  Patrick  Adamfone,  to  the  removeing  of  the  corruptions  in  the  Eftate 
of  Bifchops,  and  to  give  thair  judgement  thervpon  the  morne. 


Seffio  7=^ 

[Anent  the  apoilacie  and  defe6lion  of  Mr  Ninian  Dalyell,  INIafler  of  the 
Grammar  School  of  Dumfries,  from  the  true  religion  of  Jefus  Chrift  pro- 
fefled  be  him  before,  and  corrupting  the  youth  of  his  fchool  with  papiftrie, 
confeffed  in  prefence  of  this  Affemblie :]  The  AlTemblie,  [after  good 
deliberation,  and]  weyand  the  apoftafie  of  Mr  Niniane  Dalyell  Matter  of 
the  Grammar  School  of  Dumfries,  depolit  him  fimpliciter  from  the  func- 
tioun  of  the  Miniftrie  in  tyme  comeing,  and  ilifpends  him  from  teaching  the 
ichoole  and  gouth,  quhill  as  good  experience  be  had  of  them  of  his  good  lyfe 
and  behaviour,  as  they  have  of  his  defe6lioun  [and  apoilacie  ;]  and,  in  the 
meane  tyme,  ordaines  ane  of  the  Doftours  in  the  fchoole,  if  he  be  found 
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in  religion n,  to  teach  the  fchoole  of  Dumfreis  [during' that  tyme  ;]  and 
farder  ordaines  him  puhlicklie,  in  face  of  the  haill  Allemblie,  to  confeffe 
his  offence,  and  therafter  to  pafle  to  the  towne  of  Dumfreis,  and  vther 
parts  of  the  countrey  quher  he  hes  abufed  the  fimple  peiple  ;  and  lyke- 
vvayes  publicklie  in  prefence  of  the  Conimiffioner  confeffe  the  lame,  re- 
vokeand  the  faids  errours,  and  profeffand  the  contrair,  craveing  God  and 
his  Kirk  pardon  therfoir,  and  that  immediatlie  after  his  and  the  CommiC- 
fioners  hame  paffing,  vnder  the  paine  of  excommunication. 

[Anent  the  commiffion  given  to  the  Miniflers  of  Edinburgh,  and  cer- 
tain other  brethren  and  their  collegues,  concerning  the  charging  of  Mr 
Patrick  Adamfon  to  remove  the  corruptions  of  the  ftate  of  Bifliops  in  his 
perfon,  and  tryal  of  certaine  complaints  made  upon  him  ;  and  alfo  con- 
cerning Mr  Robert  Hammilton,  as  the  commiffion  given  in  the  laft  Affem- 
bly  beareth  :  The  Generall  AITemblie,  after  publick  reading  of  the  pro- 
cefs  led  be  the  faid  brethren,  and  of  the  particular  anfwer  made  be  the  laid 
Mr  Patrick  to  every  head  of  the  faid  corruption,  as  alfua  after  reafoning 
had  be  Mr  James  Martin,  Mailer  of  Salvators  Colledge,  Commiffioner 
for  the  Univerfity,  with  the  faid  Mr  Robert,  in  one  voice  give  power  and 
commiffion  to  the  faid  brethren,  Commiffioners  of  before,  to  goe  foreward 
in  the  faid  commiffion  given  to  them  in  the  faid  laft  AITemblie,  and  to 
charge  him  yet  to  remove  the  particular  corruptions,  whereunto  he  had 
not  agreed  yet  in  his  anl'wer  ;  and  if  he  refuleth,  to  execute  their  former 
commiffion  in  all  points  :  As  likeways  gives  power  and  commiffion  to 
their  faid  brethren  to  I'ummond  the  faid  Mr  Patrick  to  compear  before 
them  in  Edinburgh,  at  a  reafonable  day,  with  convenient  diligence,  and 
to  charge  him  with  the  particular  offences  following,  to  wit.  That  he  hav- 
ing fubmitted  him  to  the  Aflembly  of  the  Kirk,  immediately  after  his  fub- 
miffion,  paft  and  voted  in  Parliament ;  fecondly,  That  he  had  given  colla- 
tion to  John  Sinclar  of  the  Vicarage  of  Bolton,  having  no  power  of  Vifita- 
tion  ;  thirdly.  That  he  had  agreed  to  all  the  heads  of  the  Policie,  except 
four,  and  yet  came  againft  the  famen  ;  fourthly.  Had  caufed  remove  Mr 
Alexander  Jerdan  from  the  kirk  of  Monymaill,  being  his  own  kirk  ;  fifthly, 
Had  commanded  a  Reader  in  Fife  refign  the  manfe  and  kirk  land  to 
another  :  and  upon  all  thefe  leveral  heads  to  receive  his  feveral  anfwers, 
to  be  reported  again  to  the  next  AlFemblie.  C] 
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Seffio  S^-- 

Anent  the  Bifcliops  or  Coinmiflioners  of  Countreyes  that  abfents  them- 
felves  from  Generall  AiTemblies  at  the  tyme  appointit :  The  Kirk  hes 
ordainit  the  a6l  made  the  12  of  Auguft  1575,  to  be  execute  againft  them  ; 
and  namely  againft  Sandl  Androes,  Murray  and  Aberdein,  all  abfent ;  and 
the  laid  adil  not  only  to  be  vnderftand  of  Bilbhops  haveand  ofHce  of  Vifita- 
tioun  appointit  to  them  be  the  Kirk,  but  fick  alfo  as  hes  not  the  faid  office. 

[Anent  the  commillion  given  to  Mr  David  Weemes  to  charge  Mr  James 
Boyd  called  BiOiop  of  Glafgovv,  to  remove  the  corruptions  of  the  ftate  of 
a  Bifliop  in  his  perfon,  &c.  :  For  Ihewing  his  diligence  in  this  behalf,  the 
laid  Mr  David  produced  an  a6l  fublcribed  with  his  hand,  dated  at  Glafgow 
the  8th  day  of  June  1579,  where  he  willingly  agreed  to  the  a6l  of  the 
Affenibly,  made  at  Stirling  the  day  of  1578,  to  wit,  According  to 
the  duty  of  all  faithfull  Paftors  he  iubmitts  himlelf  in  all  points.   C] 

^^^^¥^^^^ 

Anent  Jefuites  remaining  in  the  countrey  :  The  Afleniblie  prefent  hes 
vottit  and  concludit.  That  the  Commiflioners  of  Provinces  take  tryall,  and 
diligentlie  inquyre,  if  any  iick  perfons  refort  within  the  bounds  of  thair 
office  ;  and  if  any  be  found,  to  charge  [and  command]  them  ftraitlie  to 
give  confeffioun  of  thair  faith,  revocke  thair  errours,  fubfcryve  the  articles 
of  religioun  prei'entlie  eftablifchit  be  the  mercy  of  God,  within  this  realme  ; 
and  if  they  refufe,  to  proceid  with  the  fentence  of  excommunication  agains 
them,  befyd  the  civill  punifliment  to  be  alkit  of  the  Kings  Hienes  ;  and 
that  this  a6t  be  execute  agains  Mr  Johne  Hay. 

Ordaines  a  fupplicatioun  to  be  made  to  the  King  and  his  Counfell,  That 
good  ordour  may  be  takin  with  the  Vniverlitie  of  San6l  Androes,  and  the 
corruptionn  reformed  and  tane  away  ;  and  to  that  efFe6t,  that  his  Hienes 
and  his  Counfell  wald  dire6l  Ibme  wife,  godly  and  learned  men  to  confid- 
der  the  eftate  [thereof,]  and  dire6l  letters  charging  the  Mailers  and  Ke- 
gents  of  the  faid  Vniverlitie  to  produce  to  fick  as  his  Grace  [and  Counfell] 
fall  nominat,  with  the  brether  eftir  fpecifeit,  in  name  of  the  Kirk,  viz.  Mrs 
Robert  Pont,   Johne  Row,   Andro   Hay,   Andro  Melvill,    Thomas  Smei- 
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toun  and  Thomas  Buchannan,  Minifters,  the  foundatiouns  of  thair  Col- 
ledges  to  be  I'ein  and  confidderit  be  them.  To  the  quhilk  brether  the 
Kirk  for  thair  pairt  gives  commiflion  to  concurre  with  the  Kings  Majefties 
Commiffioners,  to  take  ordour  [with,]  and  redrefle  all  fuch  corruptiouns 
and  defaults  as  appertaines  to  the  Kirk,  and  in  fo  farre  as  they  may  doe. 


Seffio  9^^ 

Mafler  Niniane  [Dalyell]  produceit  to  the  AlTembly  his  opinion  con- 
cerning the  heids  of  the  religioun  quhilk  are  in  contraverfie,  fubfcrivit 
with  his  hand,  aggrieing  in  all  points  with  the  opinion  and  judgement  of 
the  Kirk  ;  proteftand  befor  God,  that,  for  no  favour  nor  feare  of  flefche, 
he  affirmed  the  doctrine  conteinit  therin  ;  hot  is  alwayes  myndit  to  die 
and  live  in  the  fame. 

[Anent  the  Commiffioners  over  Provinces  :  Seeing  the  brethren  tra- 
vell  for  the  moll  part  upon  their  own  expenls,  and  thereby  the  Kirks  are 
not  fo  carefully  vilited  as  duty  requireth  ;  therefor  the  Affembly  thought 
meet,  That  in  the  fupplication  to  be  given  in  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  and 
Council,  be  defired  to  make  reafonable  provifion  for  them,  either  out  of 
the  thrids  of  the  benefices,  or  the  two  parts  ;  whofe  names  ele6led  till  the 
next  Affembly  followes  : — 


Mr  Gilbert  Foulfie, ")      ^  ,  ^  rr  ,,      , 

,    V      Orknay  and  Zetland. 


Mr  James  Annand, 

Mr  George  Hay  : — Rofs. 

Mr  Patrick  Auchinleck  : — Murrey. 

David  Howiefon,  "i       Boyn  and  Buchan  from  Etham,  North. 

Mr  George  Hay,  J      The  High  of  Marr  and  Garioch. 

Mr  George  Paterfon  : — The   Laigh  of   Marr   and   Garioch,   with   the 

Kirks  of  Mernes  beyond  the  Mount  upon  the  Water. 

The  Laird  of  Dun,  1 

1T7-I1-        /-ii    -n  /■       f      Angus  and  Mernes, 

William  Chrin,elon,  J  ^ 

James  Anderfon,  "l 

Mr  James  Row,  J 

Mr  Andrew  Graham  : — Dumblane. 

Mr  Thomas  Buchanan  : — Fife  in  Sandl  Andrews  to  Levin. 


A<36  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1579. 

David  Fergufon : — Ut  prius,  and  to  be  payed  for  charge  thereof  to  the 

Bifliop  conform  to  his  proniife. 

Mr  John  Spotfwood, ")      t     i  ■ 
,,     ,  ,        Tin         r      Lothian. 
Mr  Adam  Johniton,  j 

William  Sanderfon  : — Merce. 

Mr  Patrick  Gaits  : — Tivlotdail. 

Mr  Andrew  Blackball  : — Tweddaill. 

Mr  Andrew  Hay  : — Cliddifdale,  Renfrew,  &c. 

Mr  Robert  Lindfay  : — From  Lanerk  up  the  Overward  of  Clidefdale. 

Mr  John  Young  : — Kyle,  Cuninghame. 

Mr  James  Boyd  : — Cari6l. 

Mr  Peter  Watfon  :— Nithifdale. 

Mr  David  Lindfay  : — Galloway.  C] 

Seffio  lO^"- 

The  Generall  Affemblie  gives  full  power  and  commiflioun  to  [thair  ho- 
nourable brether,]  the  Lairds  of  Lundie,  Braid,  Elphingftoun,  Carnel, 
Bargany,  Careltoun,  Abbotlliall,  Ceffurd,  Coldenknowes,  Patrick  Kynnin- 
mont,  with  the  Commilfioners  appointit  over  the  whole  Provinces  within 
this  realme,  be  the  laid  Affemblie,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  James  Lowfone, 
Johne  Craig,  Johne  Duncanfone,  Minillers  [of  Chriils  Evangell,]  Andro 
Melvill,  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  with  lick  as  fall  have  conimiQioun  and  be 
dire6l  from  the  Burrowis,  or  to  the  maill  pairt  of  the  faid  number.  To 
conveine  [and  affemble]  quher  it  fall  happin  the  Parliament  to  be  haldin, 
two  dayes  befor  the  balding  therof,  and  ther  advyfe,  conceive  and  forme 
iick  heids  and  articles  as  they  fall  think  meit  to  be  proponit  therto,  in  name 
of  the  Kirk,  for  the  weill  and  manteinance  of  Gods  glorie,  and  Policie  of 
the  Kirk  of  God  ;  to  defyre  with  all  humilitie,  and  effedluoufly  to  crave 
the  famein  to  be  grantit ;  to  conferre  and  reafon  ther  vpon  the  laids  heids, 
and  lick  as  falbe  proponit  ther,  ficklyke  and  as  the  faid  Affemblie  might 
doe,  if  they  were  prefent,  firme  and  ftabill  &c. 

The  Generall  Affemblie  gives  full  power  and  commiffioun  to  thair 
lovit  brethren,  Johne  Erfkine  of  Dun,  Johne  Duncanfone,  [Minifler  of 
the  Kings  Majeflies  houfe,]  Andro  Hay,  Johne  Craig,  Thomas  Smeitoun, 
Miniflers    [of   Chriils  Evangel,]    and   Andro    Melvill,    Principall  of  the 
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CoUedge  of  Glafgow,  to  pail'e  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  Counfell  to 
Striveling,  with  convenient  expeditioun,  and  to  prefent  vnto  his  Hienes 
and  Counfell  lick  heids,  articles  and  complaints  as  are  givin  and  already 
delyverit  to  them  be  the  Kirk  ;  with  humble  inftance  and  reverence  to 
crave  and  receive  anfiier  therof,  and  therin  to  travell  efFe6luoiiflie  and 
with  diligence  ;  and  namely  to  make  fute  for  the  reformation  of  the  Vni- 
verlitie  of  San6l  Androes,  and  that  tyme  may  be  appointit  therto  ;  quherof 
the  faid  Affemblie  willed  thair  brether  to  make  due  advertifement  vnto 
fick  as  the  faid  Aflemblie  hes  namit  for  thair  part  :  and  quhat  heiranent 
beis  done  to  report  againe  to  the  nixt  Affembly  ;  firme  and  ftable  haldand 
and  for  to  bald  quhatfoevir  thair  faid  brether  in  the  premiflTes  righteouflie 
leids  to  be  done. 

[The  tenor  of  the  Articles  to  be  prefentit  to  the  Kings  Majeftie 
be  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  conveined  in  the 
General!  Aflembly  thereof,  at  Edinburgh  the  14  day  of  July 
1579.  C.  &  B.] 

1.  The  Kirk  craves  [of  the  Kings  Majeftie,  that  becaufe  many  young 
fcholars  are  fent  out  of  this  realme  to  Paris,  and  other  LJniverfities  profefl- 
ing  papiftrie,  wherethrough  the  youth  of  this  realme  is  corrupted  be  pefti- 
lent  poprie,  in  place  of  godly  virtue,]  That  the  Kings  Majeftie  wald  make 
generall  prohibitioun,  that  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  realme  fend  thair 
children  to  Paris,  or  any  vther  Vniverfttie  or  Towne  profeffing  papiftrie, 
vnder  lick  paines  as  his  Hienes  and  his  Counfell  fall  thinke  expedient ; 
[to  the  end,  that  the  youth  of  this  countrey  be  not  brought  up  in  Papifti- 
cal  liiperftition  and  idolatrie  contrar  to  Chrifts  religion.] 

2.  [The  AiTembly  craveth  of  his  Hienes,  that  becaus  it  is  thought  meet 
the  Univerfity  of  San6l  Andrews  be  reformed,]  That  his  Hienes  wald 
caufe  and  compell  the  Provefts  and  Matters  of  the  Colledges  of  the  Vni- 
verfitie  of  San6l  Androes  to  [produce  and]  exhibite  the  eredliouns  and 
foundations  of  the  Colledgis  within  the  faid  Vniverfttie,  to  be  confidderit 
be  his  Hienes  and  lick  as  his  Grace  fall  appoint ;  alfo  that  the  faids 
foundations  may  be  fichtit,  and  reformation  made  theranent,  as  efi"eirs. 

S.  Becaufe  forae  Jefuites  are  prefently  within  this  countrey.  That  or- 
dour  may  be  takin  with  them,  as  effeirs,  [feeing  they  are  the  peftilent  dregs 
of  moft  deteftable  idolatrie.]  * 
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4.  Becaufe  ane  Minifter  is  not  fufficient  to  awaite  at  all  tymes  vpon  his 
Gi'ace  and  his  Hienes  houfe,  to  preach,  exhort,  admonifch,  and  preferve 
perfyte  difcipline  within  the  fame  ;  therfor  the  Kirk  craves.  That  his  Hie- 
nes vviibe  content  to  name  any  vther  Miniller  within  this  realme,  of  beft 
qualities,  to  be  joynit  with  Johne  Duncanfone,  [his  Hienes  Miniller  for 
the  prefent,]  that  they  may  both  be  mutuall  confent  awaite  vpon  his  Grace 
and  the  haill  niiniflrie  of  his  houfe. 

5.  That  becaufe  in  the  laft  conference,  haldin  at  Striveling  be  his  Graces 
command,  concerning  the  Policie  of  the  Kirk,  certaine  articles  theranent 
remaines  get  vnrefolved  and  referred  to  farder  conference  ;  therefor  the 
Kirk  craves  at  his  Majellie,  That  perfons  vnfpottit  with  fick  corruptions  as 
are  defyrit  to  be  reformit,  may  be  nominat  be  his  Majeftie  to  pi'oceid  in 
the  farther  conference  of  the  laid  Policie  ;  and  tyme  and  place  to  be  ap- 
pointit  for  that  effedl. 

6.  Becaufe  the  Kirk  vnderftands  that  his  Majellie,  be  advyfe  of  his  Se- 
creit  Counfell,  dire6l  letters  oftentymes  to  Hay  the  executioun  of  the  a6T;s 
of  the  Generall  Alfemblie  ;  as  alfo  fummounds  Minillers  to  take  tryall  of 
excommunication  pronouncit  be  them  according  to  the  word  of  God,  and 
difcipline  of  the  Kirk  ;  Hayes  the  produdling  of  the  fame,  as  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Kirk  in  particular  will  declare  :  That  therfor  his  Majeftie 
heirafter  wald  fuffer  the  a6ls  of  the  Generall  Affemblie  to  be  put  in  exe- 
cutioun ;  and  namelie  that  excommunication  beand  pronouncit,  may  have 
the  dew  executioun,  without  controlling  therof  befor  his  Majeftie  and  Se- 
creit  Counfell. 


[Queftions  proponit  be  the  Synodall  Aflemblie  of  Lowthian  to  the 
Generall  Allemblie  j  and  the  anfwers  of  the  Aflemblie  thereto. 
C.  &  B.] 

[Queftio.  In  the  firft,]  In  refpedl  of  great  inconveniences  that  hes  in- 
fewit,  and  daylie  does  infew  be  Readers  in  vfeing  thair  office,  the  haill 
brether  hes  inhibite  all  Readers  from  miniftring  the  facraments  and  folem- 
nization  of  marriage,  permitting  nothing  vnto  them  but  proclamatioun  of 
the  bands,  and  fimple  reiding  of  the  text ;  delyring  ane  vniforme  ordour 
to  be  eftablifliit  be  the  afts  of  the  Generall  Aflemblie  through  all  pro- 
vnices. 
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Refponfio  :  So  many  Reidars  as  the  Commiffionars  and  Synodall  Al- 
ferablies  finds  vnmeit  to  folemnize  marriage,  to  be  inhibite  be  them. 

[Q.  Secondly,  Craveth  of  the  Generall  Aflemblie  an  univerfal  order  to 
be  eftablillied  concerning  Miniilers,  as  the  Synodall  Affemblie  of  Lothian 
hath  concluded  already,  That  every  Minifter  fliall  await  every  Sabbath 
day  at  that  kirk,  where  he  is  bound  to  make  refidence  ;  and  the  fupporting 
of  other  Kirks  to  be  only  on  work  days  :  and  the  CommifTioners  of  every 
province  in  their  viiitation,  to  accufe  the  Minifters  controveeners  of  the 
famen. 

Anfwer  :     AUoweth  this  order  for  Lothian.  C] 

[Q.  Thirdly,]  In  refpeCl  that  fundrie  brether  belyd  thair  minilirie,  hes 
particular  benefices,  quherby  the  Kirks  quher  thair  benefices  lyis  are  diff- 
apoyntit  of  fervice.  That  ane  vniforme  ordour  may  be  tane,  that  men  mav 
ferve  either  at  the  kirk  quher  thair  benefices  lyes,  or  provilion  be  made  for 
the  fame. 

Anfuer  :     Aggreit  heirto. 

[Q.  Fourthly,  A  general  order  to  be  taken,  for  erecting  of  Prelby- 
teries  in  places  quher  publick  Exercif'e  is  vfed,  vnto  the  tyme  the  Policie 
of  the  Kirk  be  eftabliflied  be  law.  C.  &  B.] 

Anfuer  :     The  Exercife  may  be  judgit  a  Prelbyterie. 


[Queftions  proponed  be  the  Synodall  Aflemblie  of  San6l  Andrews 
to  the  Generall  Aflemblie  ;  and  the  anfwers  of  the  Aflemblie 
thereto.  C] 

[Q.  In  the  firft.  The  brethren  of  the  faid  AlFemblie  require,]  If  any 
aught  or  may  be  fuflfered  to  reid  within  the  Kirk  in  tyme  of  neceflitie, 
without  admifiion,  althogh  they  be  elders  or  deacons. 

Refponfio  :     Negatur  fimpliciter. 

[Q.  Item,]  If  all  the  Kirks  have  not  the  fame  equall  power  to  marrie 
on  ane  oulk  day,  by  the  Sabboth,  haveand  ane  fufficient  number,   [and] 
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joynand  preaching  therto,   as  certain  particular  Kirks  already  pra6lifes  the 
fame. 

Refponiio  :     It  is  aggreeit  that  they  may  marrie  on  feriall  dayes. 

[Q.  Item,]  What  ordour  lalbe  put  to  them  that  bydes  from  the  Com- 
munioun,  alledging  invy  that  they  beare  towards  thair  neighbours,  the 
caufe  therof ;  and  vthers  that  will  neither  fpeake,  falute,  nor  beare  fami- 
liar companie  with  thair  neighbours,  beand  requyrit  be  their  Miniflers,  a,nd 
will  not  obey.  Aught  they  to  be  admittlt. 

Refponiio  :  Ordaines  the  perfons  lyand  vnder  invy  to  be  admonifchit  ; 
and  the  vthers  not  to  be  fufiferit  without  reconciliatioun  and  teftificatioun 
of  brotherly  love. 

[Q.  Lafl,]  What  aught  to  be  done  to  fick  perfons  that,  after  admonition, 
will  paffe  to  May  playis  ;  and  fpeciallie  elders  and  deacons,  and  vthers  quha 
beares  office  in  the  Kirk. 

Refponfio  :  They  aught  not  to  be  admittit  to  the  facrament  without 
lktiffa6lion  ;    in  fpeciall  elders  and  deacons. 


Questions. 

[A  certain  married  man  Handereth  himfelf  of  adultery  with  another  mans 
wife  :  the  woman  denyeth  the  fa6l,  but  granteth  that  he  intifed  her  fundry 
tymes  thereto.  Item,  the  woman  flandereth  the  man,  that  he  perfwaded 
her  to  put  doun  her  own  hufband,  to  goe  out  of  the  countrey  with  him, 
promiling,  as  flie  alledged,  to  doe  the  like  with  his  wife :  The  man  grants 
that  he  intifed  her  to  go  with  him  out  of  the  countrey  ;  but  denieth  that 
he  perfwaded  her  to  doe  any  evil  to  her  hufband  :  of  which  fliamefull 
alledgances  no  fmall  troubles  are  raifed  j  and  the  Kirk  heavily  flandered. 

Anfwer  :  Referres  this  queftion  to  be  farther  tryed  in  all  circumftances, 
be  the  Commiffioner  of  the  Country,  the  Minifter  of  the  parifli,  and  other 
Minitters  iiext  adjacent,  fucU  as  the  Commiffioner  fliall  convocat,  at  what 
time  and  place  it  fliall  feem  belt  to  them  ;  and  that  both  parties  in  the  in- 
terim be  debarred  a  facra  coena.  C] 

[Q.  Becaus  there  are  fome  Miniflers  that  will  not  folemnize  marriage, 
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but  only  upon  Sunday  ;  and  other  fome  ufe  the  faraen  upon  oulk  dayes, 
whereof  arifeth  no  fmall  flander  among  the  people  :  we  crave  an  univer- 
fal  order  to  be  keeped,  either  to  appoint  the  Sunday  precifely,  or  that  all 
days  be  alyke  after  due  proclamation.  C.  &  B.] 

Anfuer  :  Bands  beand  thrie  feverall  Sondayis  laufuUie  proclaimit,  the 
marriage  may  be  any  day  of  the  oulk  iblemnizat,  fwa  that  a  fufficient  num- 
ber of  witnes  be  prefent. 

Q.  What  ordour  falbe  tane  with  thefe  perfons  that  paffes  to  a  popifli 
prieft  to  be  married,  thair  bands  not  beand  proclaimed  :  Sail  they  be 
efteimed  as  married  [perfons  ;]  and  if  not,  quhat  difcipline  falbe  vfit  againft 
them. 

Anfuer  :  This  coniun6lioun  is  no  marriage,  and  therfor  ordaines  the 
perfons  to  be  callit  befor  thair  particular  Affemblies  and  fatiffie  as  forni- 
catours  ;  and  vpon  new  proclamatioun  to  be  married  according  to  the 
ordour  of  the  reformit  Kirk  ;  and  the  papift  prieft  to  be  punifchit. 

[The  Airemblie]  ordaines  the  Commiffioners  of  Countreyes  and  thair 
affeflburs  to  try  within  thair  bounds,  fick  of  the  Miniftrie  as  hes  pluralitie 
of  benefices  and  offices,  and  to  inquyre  the  reafons  therof ;  to  be  reportit 
be  them  to  the  uixt  Generall  Affemblie,  with  thair  names  that  bruiks  the 
faids  benefices  and  offices,  that  the  Kirk  may  take  ordour  for  remeeding 
therof. 

Anent  the  a6l  made  anent  the  apparrell  of  the  Minifters  and  thair  wyves  : 
Ordaines  the  fame  to  be  put  to  executioun  in  all  points,  according  to  the 
tenour  therof. 

[To  the  right  excellent,  right  high  and  mighty  Prince  James  the 
fixth  King  of  Scots,  your  humble  fubjedls,  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  Kirks  of  your  realme,  wifh  grace  and  peace,  with  a  profperous 
reigne,  from  God  the  Father,  through  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift. 

Our  duty  craveth  at  all  occafions  to  hold  your  Hienefs  in  remembrance 
of  things  pertaining  to  the  advancement  of  Gods  glory,  and  weale  of  his 
Kirk,  wherewith  is  joyned  the  prefervation  of  your  eftate,  and  whole  body 
of  this  common  wealth  ;  for  above  the  common  fort  of  Princes,  who,  for 
the  moft  part,  are  either  enemies  of  the  true  religion,  or  elfe  think  that 

3k 
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the  raedling  therewith  troubleth  their  eftate,  and  are  greatly  moved,  with 
the  wicked  Herod,  when  they  hear  the  wife  men  feeking  for  Chrift  to  adore 
him  as  a  King,  Ye  are  of  Gods  loving  mercy  called  to  this  honour  and  dig- 
nity, to  be  a  maintainer  of  Gods  eternal  truth,  and  mutually  to  be  main- 
tained be  the  fame  in  lyke  fort,  that  in  all  troubles  and  commotions,  that 
any  tyme  thir  twelve  years  paft  have  dilquieted  your  common  weale,  two 
things  have  ever  been  annexed  together,  and  made,  as  it  were,  one  quarrell 
and  one  caufe,  to  wit,  the  maintainance  of  Chriils  Evangel,  and  defence  of 
vour  royal  eftate  ;  fo  that  for  the  moft  part,  they  that  have  been  enemies  to 
the  right  religion,  have  been  enemies  lykwife  to  your  authority  and  crown  ; 
and  be  the  contrary,  the  moft  fervent  favourers  of  Gods  truth  have  ever 
been  found  moft  faithfuU  fubje6ls  unto  your  Majeftie,  and  maintainers  of 
your  welfare  and  eftate  :  and  in  this  refpetl  no  doubt  hath  the  Eternal,  at 
many  tymes,  when  matters  appeared  almoft  defperat  in  mens  eyes,  granted 
marvelous  fuccefs,  and  notable  vi6lories  to  thefe  who  fuftained  your  quar- 
rell againft  the  greater  forces,  crafty  and  bold  interprifes  of  the  adveriaries 
of  the  fame  ;  who  although  many  of  them  outwardly  profeffed  the  fame  re- 
ligion, yet  if  their  attempts  had  come  to  effe6t,  they  fhould  have  been  the 
moyen  to  fupprefs  the  fame,  and  to  ere6l  fuperftition  and  idolatrie  again 
in  place  thereof,  which  our  God  would  not  fuffer,  but  rather  fought  be  his 
own  power  againft  them,  as  well  for  prefervation  of  his  truth  revealed  of 
his  great  mercy  among  us,  as  of  your  Hienefs  perfon  and  eftate,  to  be  ad- 
vancer thereof  in  tyme  to  come  ;  which  indeed.  Sir,  is  no  fmall  honour 
unto  you,  to  have  Gods  caufe  and  yours  fo  linked  together,  and  is  an  evi- 
dent token  and  teftimony,  that  fo  long  is  your  princely  eftate  able  to  fland 
in  all  ftability,  how  long  the  purity  of  religion  and  liberty  of  Chrifts  Kirk 
fhall  be  carefully  keeped  and  maintained  be  you.  Then  if  oft  tymes  Princes 
have  done  many  things  for  their  friends  and  confederats,  and  namely  fuch 
as  have  been  with  them  in  lyke  danger  and  hazard  of  tyning  and  woning, 
how  meekle  more  fliall  it  become  your  Hienels  to  refufe  no  travells  for 
the  caufe  of  Chrifts  Kirk  and  true  religion,  prefently  fo  mixed  with  your 
own  eftate,  that  both  have  the  felf  fame  friends  and  unfriends,  and  are 
both  appearand  to  abide  together  the  like  danger,  to  fall  or  to  ftand  : 
Herefor  we  were  meekle  to  be  blamed,  and  worthy  to  be  acculed  of  ne- 
gledling  our  duty,  if  wee  Qiould  not  from  tyme  to  tyme,  as  opportunity 
beis  offered,  ftirr  up  and  labour  to  promove  your  good  mind  in  fo  worthy 
and  neceffarie  a  caufe  ;  which  is  farther  and  farther  to  advance  the  liberty 
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of  the  Gofpel,  and  fpiritual  bigging  of  the  Kirk  of  God,  by  whom  Ye  are 
promoted  and  maintained  in  this  your  princely  eftate,  to  be  mutually  to 
your  power  a  promoter  and  maintainer  of  his  glory ;  and  fpecially  now, 
when  as  being  conveened  in  our  Generall  AIFembly,  this  holy  book  of 
God,  called  the  Bible,  newly  imprinted,  was  brought  before  us,  the  printer 
thereof,  Alexander  Arbuthnet,  a  man  who  hath  taken  great  paines  and 
travells  worthie  to  be  remembered  in  this  behalf,  and  defired  to  be  dedi- 
cated to  your  Highnefs,  with  a  convenient  preface  in  our  common  Scotifli 
language,  Avee  could  not  ommitt  nor  negledl  the  occafion  offered  to  doe 
the  fame  ;  exhorting  you  mofl;  earneftly,  Sir,  to  conlider  to  what  place 
your  God  called  you,  and  to  remember  diligently  how  the  fetting  forth 
and  authorizing  of  this  book  chiefly  pertaineth  to  your  charge.  Truth  it 
is,  that  the  godly  men  of  the  nation  of  England,  for  the  mofl  part  banifhed 
from  their  country  for  the  Gofpels  caufe,  and  conveened  at  Geneva,  who 
did  faithfully  and  learnedly  tranflate  this  book  out  of  the  pure  fountains 
of  the  Hebrew  and  Chaldaick  and  Greek  tongues,  ought  to  have  their  own 
praife  for  their  labours  bellowed  to  the  common  weale  of  them  that  fpeak 
our  language  ;  yet  forfameekle  as  things  once  well  begunne  crave  and  re- 
quire great  diligence  to  preferve  them  from  decay,  after  that  with  great 
labours  they  have  been  brought  to  perfe6lion  ;  and  great  part  of  the  ho- 
nour of  advancing  this  work  pertaineth  unto  you,  be  whofe  authority  it 
was  of  a  certain  tyme  bypaft  ordained,  That  this  holy  book  of  God  Ihould 
be  fet  forth,  and  printed  of  new  within  your  own  realme,  to  the  end  that 
in  every  parifli  kirk  there  fliould  be  at  leaft  one  thereof  keeped,  to  be  called 
the  Common  Book  of  the  Kirk,  as  a  mofl  meet  ornament  for  luch  a  place, 
and  a  perpetual  regifler  of  the  word  of  God,  the  fountain  of  all  true  doc- 
trine, to  be  made  patent  to  all  the  people  of  every  congregation,  as  the 
only  right  rule  to  diredl  and  governe  them  in  matters  of  religion,  as  alfo 
to  confirm  them  in  the  truth  received,  and  to  reforme  and  redrefs  corrup- 
tions, wherefoever  they  may  creep  in  ;  certainly  wee  have  great  occafion 
both  to  glorify  the  goodneis  of  God  toward  this  countrey,  and  alfo  highly 
to  extoll  and  commend  your  Hienefs  moil  godly  purpofe  and  enterprife. 
O  !  what  difference  may  be  feen  between  thir  dayes  of  light,  when  almoft 
in  every  privat  houfe  the  book  of  Gods  law  is  read  and  underllood  in  our 
vulgar  language,  and  the  age  of  darkneis,  when  fcarcely  in  a  whole  city, 
without  the  cloiflers  of  monks  and  friers,  could  the  book  of  God  once  be 
found,  and  that  in  a  ftrange  tongue  of  Latine,   not  good,   but  mixed  with 
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barbaritie,  ufed  and  read  be  few,  and  almoft  underflood  and  exponed  be 
none  ;  and  when  the  falfe  named  Clergie  of  this  realm,  abufing  the  gentle 
nature  of  your  Hienefs  moft  noble  goodlhir  of  worthy  memory,  made  it  a 
capital  crime  to  be  puniflied  with  the  fire,  to  have  or  read  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  in  the  vulgar  language  ;  yea,  and  to  make  them  to  all  men  more 
odious,  as  if  it  had  been  the  deteftable  name  of  a  pernicious  fe<Sl,  they  were 
named  New  Teftamentars.  Verily,  wee  fliould  weigh  thir  matters  aright  : 
men  fhould  neither  fo  advance  the  time  pafl,  neither  yet  accufe  this  prefent 
age,  when  this  only  Ipiritual  comfort  of  Gods  word  ought  juilly  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  all  the  vain  worldly  wealth  of  the  years  pall  before  ;  but  rather 
with  moil  thankfuU  hearts  praile  and  extoU  the  infinite  goodnels  of  our 
God,  who  hath  accounted  us  worthy  to  whom  he  fliould  open  fuch  an 
heavenly  treafure,  and  raifed  up  the  heroical  I'pirits  of  Princes,  and  namely 
of  your  Grace,  for  the  out  letting  of  the  fame  :  Wherefore  feeing  it  hath 
pleafed  the  goodnefs  of  our  God  to  Ihew  fuch  favour  and  benevolence  to- 
ward your  Hienes  and  this  your  country,  that  now  the  truth  of  the  Evan- 
gel is  freely,  truely  and  fnicerely  preached  throughout  all  places  under 
your  fubje6lion  ;  of  every  duty  the  next  care  and  ftudy  ought  to  be,  how 
this  divine  work  may  more  and  more  be  furthered  and  performed,  and  alio 
maintained  and  continued,  that  the  purity  of  religion  may  long  tyme  re- 
main among  us,  to  the  comfort  of  this  prefent  age,  and  all  poileritie  to 
come  ;  and  fo  meekle  the  rather,  that  the  neglecting  of  this  point  in  other 
places  hath  been  occafion,  that  moll  notable  and  happy  beginings  have  often 
tymes  not  taken  fuch  end  and  I'uccefs  as  appearantly  might  have  followed, 
if  the  like  provifion  had  been  made  for  continuance,  as  paines  and  travells 
were  taken  for  planting  of  true  religion.  But  as  the  errors  of  others  may 
make  us  circumfpedt,  fo  fliould  the  rare  and  fingular  benefits  of  God,  lately 
fliewed  to  this  realm,  encourage  your  Hienefs  and  your  whole  fubjedls 
in  hope,  that  this  notable  and  excellent  work  of  the  fpiritual  edifying  of  the 
boufe  of  God  fliall  take  good  luccefs  and  happy  end  in  your  hands  ;  for 
fince  the  tyme  it  pleafed  God  to  devolve  the  government  of  this  realme, 
and  care  of  eilablifliing  his  Kirk,  in  your  perfon,  being  then  but  an  infant 
of  tender  age,  continualy  fuch  fuccels  hath  followed,  that  not  without  juft 
caufe  the  minds  of  many  are  ereiiled  in  that  expectation,  that  God  lliall 
fome  day  ufe  you  as  an  inflrunient  to  perform  greater  things  for  the  well- 
fare  of  his  Kirk,  than  either  wee  will  prefently  utter,  or  be  natural  reafon 
can  be  made  probable.     Wee  ommitt  now  to  fpeak  how  miraculoufly  the 
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truth  of  Gods  word  was  firll  fowen  in  this  countrey  be  feeble  and  weak 
inflruments ;  or  largely  to  delate  how  mercifully  things  were  brought  to 
pafs,  without  great  inconvenience,  or  cruel  bloodfhed  ;  and  how  the  liberty 
of  the  Evangel  hath  been  fo  gracioufly  granted  to  us  without  any  extreme 
harme  and  damnage,  which  other  great  and  potent  nations  thir  many  years, 
with  great  troubles,  and  fearfull  battells,  to  the  great  lofs  of  their  lives  and 
goods,  have  long  foght  for,  and  yet  never  fully  obtained.  Neither  mind 
wee  at  this  prefent  to  declare  how  wonderfully  your  (irace  hath  been  pre- 
ferved  even  from  your  conception  and  birth  to  this  day  ;  how  happily  fac- 
tions and  controverfies  concerning  your  royal  eftate  have  been  fettled  and 
extinguiflied  ;  and  fliortly,  how  many  notable  works,  above  all  worldly 
expedlation,  interprifed  in  your  moll  happy  name,  have  been  brought  to 
luckie  end  and  good  effedl ;  the  favour  and  blefling  of  God  continually 
following  them  with  better  fuccefs  than  wee  durft  either  hope  for  or  defire. 
Thir  things,  and  many  other  things  more  particular,  (the  ample  difcourfe 
whereof  wee  remitt  unto  hillories,)  as  they  teftify  to  us  the  bountiful  1  good- 
nefs  of  God,  both  toward  your  Majeftie  and  this  realme,  fo  ought  they  flirr 
up  all  hearts  to  thankfulnefs,  and  chearfully  encourage  you  to  pafs  fore- 
ward  in  this  great  work  of  reformation  of  religion,  and  building  of  the 
Ipiritual  temple  of  the  Lord,  the  foundation  whereof  being  already  laid  by 
publick  and  univerlal  preaching  of  true  dodlrine  throughout  the  whole 
realme  :  It  refteth,  that  the  work  may  be  profecut,  and  the  building 
brought  to  a  good  perfection,  by  eftablifliing  of  difcipline,  and  meet  policie 
in  the  Kirk  of  God,  not  taken  out  of  the  cifterns  of  mens  traditions,  but 
of  the  pure  fountains  of  Gods  holy  word  ;  which  thing  wifely  begun  in 
your  Hienels  name,  be  your  firft  Regent  of  godly  memory,  and  ordained 
be  adl  of  Parliament  to  be  followed  furth,  hath  been  diligently  prelTed  for 
from  tyme  to  tyme  ;  but  fpecialy  now  fmce  the  acceptation  of  the  govern- 
ment in  your  own  perfon,  when  as  not  only  moft  lovingly  and  willingly 
Ye  did  receive  the  Book  of  Policie  of  the  Kirk,  offered  by  them  who  were 
direfil  to  your  Majeftie  in  name  of  the  Generall  Kirk  ;  but  alfo  was  very 
careful!  to  find  out  men  meet  for  conference  upon  the  heads  of  the  fame, 
lamenting  for  the  rarity  of  liicli  kind  of  perfons  as  were  defired  to  conferre 
thereupon  ;  and  hath  appointed  divers  times  and  places,  where  fuch  con- 
ferences in  your  name  and  at  your  commandment  have  been  had,  not 
without  fruit,  and  agreement  in  many  heads  to  be  paffed  in  laws,  but  with 
expedlation  of  greater  things  after  to  follow  upon  farther  conference,  pro- 
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vyding  fuch  men  be  appointed  thereto,  as  your  Hienefs  wilted,   and   wee 
moll  earneftly  crave  ;    whereunto  wee  doubt  not   of  your  own  good  will, 
as  of  before  ;    for  it  Hiould  be  but  travell  loll,   whatfoever  hath  been   be- 
llowed therein,   if  the  work  fliall  not  be  followed  furth,   and  brought  to 
good  ifliue  and  good  end  ;    whereunto  wee  exhort  your  Grace  moll  effec- 
tuoully,  for  nothing  can  be  found  more  proper,  Avherein  a  chriftian  Prince 
of  fuch  expe6lation  as  you  are,  Ihould  give  a  true  proof  of  the  good  and 
found  affedlion  which  he  beareth  to  the  advancement  of  Gods  glory  and 
the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrill.     Truth  it  is,  that  Sathan  ceafeth  not,  neither 
will  ceafe  hereafter  to  objefil  many  and  great  impediments  to  the  hinder- 
ance  of  this  godly  enterprife  of  bringing  the  fpiritual  building  of  the  houfe 
of  God  to  perfection,   which   wee  always  are   in  good  hope,   (adjoyning 
thereto  our  continual  prayers,)  your  good  and  heroick  zeal  fliall  overcome, 
albeit  not  without  fome  hard  difficulty,   and  weariefom  lefts  even  of  them 
who  ought  of  duty  to  put  their  hands  to  this  work.     We  read  in  this  book 
how  many  and  difficile  impediments  were   offered  to  Zerobabell  and  the 
Jews,  to  ilopp  the  bigging  and  repairing  the  Temple  of  Jerufalem  ;    forae 
tyme  they  were  exprefsly  countermanded  be  the  edidls  of  the  great  Mon- 
arch ;  fome  times  by  the  threatnings  of  their  adverfaries  round  about  them  ; 
fome  tymes  by  doraeftical  enemies,  hypocrits,  crafty  worldings,  and  opprel- 
fors  of  their  brethren  ;    yet  againll  all  thir  the  prophet  opponed  the  com- 
mand of  God,  and  promife  of  his  affiftance  to  perform   the  work.     The 
lyke  or  rather  greater  impediments  be  objedled  this  day  againll  the  fpiri- 
tual building  of  Gods  houfe.     The  kings  and  great  monarchs  of  the  earth 
threaten  wrack  and  dellru6lion  to  all  them  that  Ihall  medle  with  this  work. 
The  falfe  named  kirkmen,  that  pretend  to  be  biggers  up,  demolilhed,  and, 
if  they  had  jjower,  would  call  doun  all  to  the  ground,  as  their  wicked  con- 
Ipiracy  concluded  at   Trent   doth   fpecifie.     In   what  coldnefs  the  former 
zeal  of  many  is  now  changed  ;    yea,  what  carelefnefs  of  matters  of  religion 
in  all  Eilates,   it  may  more  than  evidently  appear.     The   infatiable   covet- 
oufnefs  of  every  one  to  apply  and  appropriat  to  themfelves  the  common 
rents  of  the  Kirk,   doth  over  truely  declare  what  confcience  men  have, 
and  fpecially  the  greatelt  (whofe  ancelTors   lived  more  honourably  upon 
their  own,)   to  be  manifell  tranfgreflbrs  indeed  of  that  religion,  which,   in 
word  to  their  fliame,  boldly  they  profefs.     And  laft  of  all,  the  manifell  cor- 
ruption of  our  lives  in  all  Eilates,  and  licentious  and  godlefs  living  of  the 
multitude,  the  impunity  of  fome,  and  wickednefs,  the  cruell  and  unnatural 
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niurthers,  hainous  and  deteftable  incefts,  adulteries,  forceries,  and  many 
fuch  like  enormities,  with  the  oppreffion  and  contempt  of  the  poor,  alraoil 
univerfal  corruption  of  juflice  and  judgment,  and  many  other  evils  which 
overflow  this  common  wealth,  bear  evident  witnefs  how  ilender  and  fmall 
fuccefs  hitherto  followed  the  reformation  of  religion  within  this  realm,  and 
doe  provock  the  judgments  of  God,  alace  over  fore  againll  us  :  And  yet 
none  of  thefe  impediments,  nay  not  they  all  conjoyned  together,  lliould 
difcourage  your  Hienefs  to  goe  forward  in  this  godly  work  once  begun  ; 
but  the  hope  of  Gods  affiftance,  who  is  able  to  move  heaven  and  earth, 
when  pleafes  him,  the  promile  of  his  prefence  and  grace,  and  the  happy 
end  to  follow,  ought  rather  to  inflame  and  raife  up  your  royal  heart  more 
conftantly  to  fight  and  overcome  all  the  letts  that  fathan  and  his  craftie 
fuppofts  can  devil'e.  It  appears  well  that  God  hath  chofen  you  as  a  lingu- 
lar inllrument,  to  be  a  pattern  and  enfample  to  all  other  princes  of  vour 
tyme,  in  offering  you  fo  fair  occallons  to  put  the  Kirk  of  God  to  full 
liberty,  to  purge  it  from  corruption,  to  eftablifli  fuch  decent  and  comely 
policie  within  the  fame  as  his  word  craveth,  and  to  provide  for  the  long 
during  and  perpetuity  thereof ;  feeing  it  hath  pleafed  him  to  make  your 
Grace,  from  your  tender  youth  head,  to  be  brought  up  in  the  true  know- 
ledge and  fear  of  his  name,  to  make  the  true  do6lrine  of  the  Gofpel  in 
perfe6l  unitie,  without  any  fchifm  or  controveriie,  to  be  plainly  and  peace- 
ably publiflied  through  all  the  bounds  of  your  dominions  :  and  finally, 
to  make  this  policie  of  the  Kirk  to  be  humblie  and  earneftly  craved  to  be 
eftablillied  be  your  Highnefs,  be  the  moll  part  of  the  true  fubjefts  of  your 
realme.  Such  peculiar  occalions  ought  not  to  be  ommitted,  remembring 
how  all  kings  are  commanded  to  embrace  and  kifs  the  Son  of  God,  and  to 
be  noui'ilhers  of  his  Kirk  :  Therefore  againll  all  impediments  propone  and 
oppone  the  earneil  zeal  of  David,  who  could  take  no  reil,  nor  lleep  to  his 
eyes,  till  he  had  found  the  place,  where  the  Lord  lliould  have  his  relling 
place  amongH  the  people.  Call  for  the  wifdom  of  Solomon  to  endue  your 
Grace  with  a  fpirituall  fpirit,  as  well  as  in  the  outward  policie,  as  in  ad- 
vancing the  fpirituall  policie  of  his  Kirk  ;  imitat  the  fervent  faith  of  Jeho- 
faphat  putting  his  whole  trufl  in  the  Lord,  and  believing  his  prophets  ;  the 
diligence  of  Jehoafh,  in  repairing  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  follow  godly 
Ezekias,  in  rooting  out  all  monuments  of  idolatrie,  and  depending  firmly 
upon  the  Lord  ;  the  faithfull  young  Joliah,  in  making  the  book  of  the  law 
of  God,  a  long  time  doun  fmored,   and  keeped  in  filence,   yea  utterly  tint 
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and  forgotten,  to  be  publickly  read,  accepted  he  the  people,  and  recom- 
mended to  the  pofterity.  To  fuch  diligence  as  this  did  the  prophets  Hag- 
gai,  Zachariah,  and  Malachi  exhort  the  princes  of  the  Jews  :  And  fliortly, 
fuch  godly  interprifes  have  made  the  great  Conftantine,  the  gentle  Gra- 
tian,  the  godly  Theodofe,  and  fuch  others,  to  be  worthy  of  eternal  memorie 
and  commendation  :  Neither  is  it  enough  to  begin  well,  as  did  forae  kings 
of  Judah,  and  afterwards  fainted  in  their  proceedings  ;  but  here  chiefly  is 
required  conftancie  and  perfeverance  without  flirinking,  till  things  be 
brought  to  a  good  order  and  liable  eftate  :  neither  ought  your  Grace  only 
look  how  meekle  is  done,  but  rather  how  meekle  refleth  unreformed  ;  ever 
thinking,  that  great  diligence  is  required  to  goe  foreward,  and  great  at- 
tendance to  be  given,  that  things  may  abide  and  continually  increafe,  till 
they  come  to  due  perfe6lion.  This  is  a  matter  worthie  to  your  royal 
heart,  a  purpofe  proper  for  the  exercife  of  the  vivacity  of  your  divine  and 
high  ingyne  :  this  is  a  moft  fair  field  to  run  in,  and  exercife  the  courfe  of 
your  youth  ;  and  a  thing  moft  meet  to  make  known,  what  ought  to  be 
the  principal  lludy  of  a  chriftian  prince  ;  declaring  how  neither  wee  your 
natural  fubjedls,  neither  the  godly  and  faithfuU  of  forrain  nations,  have  in 
vain  fo  long  looked  for  fome  notable  and  excellent  work  to  proceed  from 
your  Majellies  authority,  for  promoting  of  Gods  glory,  and  eftablifliing  of 
his  true  religion  ;  the  which  no  doubt  fliall  be  an  exceeding  honour,  and 
perpetual  renoune  that  fhall  follow  your  Hienefs.  All  other  glory  at  laft 
fliall  decay,  and  all  commendation  that  refulteth  of  other  princely  a6ls, 
either  is  not  of  long  endurance,  or  hath  commonly  mixed  therewith 
fuch  things  as  be  alfo  worthy  of  blame  ;  but  the  honour  of  this  a6l  fliall 
indure  for  ever,  and  fliall  be  fully  approved  be  him,  whofe  judgment  can  no 
ways  be  but  equall  and  right,  who  is  the  eternal  Lord  of  Lords,  and  King 
of  Kings  ;  whom,  with  moft  humble  hearts  and  inftant  prayers,  wee 
befeek  to  blels  your  Majeftie  with  continual  and  daily  increafe  of  his 
aboundant  blelTmgs  as  well  fpiritual  as  temporal ;  and  to  maintain  in 
wealth  and  profperity  your  princely  eftate,  to  the  praife  and  glory  of  his 
holy  name,  your  alTured  falvation,  comfort  and  quietnefs  of  this  countrey, 
the  overthrow  of  the  power  of  Sathan,  and  advancement  of  the  king- 
dom of  Jefus  Chrift.  From  Edinburgh,  in  our  Generall  Aflembly,  the 
tenth  day  of  July  1579. 

The  nixt  AITemblie  to  be  the  fecond  Tuefday  of  July  nixt  to  come,   in 
Dundie.     The  haill  brether  prefent  warnit  thereto. 
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A.D.  M.D.LXXX. 


The  General  1  Aflemblie  conveinit  at  Dundie,  and  begun  the  12  day 
of  Julij  1580  :  Quher  ther  was  prefent  the  Laird  of  Lundie, 
CommilDoner  for  his  Majeftie,  Commiffioners  of  Provinces,  Townes 
and  Vniverfities. 


Seffio  I''- 

Exhortation  [being]  made  be  Mr  Thomas  Smeitoun,  Minifler  of  Paifley, 
[  Moderator  of  the  laft  Aflemblie,  the  brethren  proceeded  to  the  eledlion 
of  a  Moderator  :]  Leits,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  James  Lowfone,  Johne  Dun- 
canfone,  Andro  Hay.  The  faid  Mr  James,  be  pluralitie  of  votes,  was 
cholin  Moderatour,  quho  defyrit  certaine  brether,  quhom  he  wald  nomi- 
nat,  to  be  appointit  to  conferre  with  him,  and  give  their  advice  in  fuch 
matters  as  are  to  be  treated  and  reafoned  during  this  Convention,  to  the 
eifedl  that  matters  may  proceed  more  formaly,  and  with  reddier  expedition  : 
Upon  whofe  defyre,  becaufe  [it  was  meaned]  that  certaine  brether  were 
oftendit  with  the  ordour  of  AffelFours,  [which  were  wont  to  be  joyned  to 
the  Moderator,  to  give  their  advice  to  him,]  as  thogh  fome  tyrranie  or 
vliirpation  might  creip  in  therby,  or  libertie  [might  be]  takin  from  the 
brether,  queftion  was  movit  to  the  haill  Affemblie,  If  the  faid  ordour  was 
worthie  to  be  [fallowed  and]  continued  as  it  hes  bein  befor,  or  to  be  reje6tit 
as  prejudiciall  to  the  libertie  of  the  brether  ;  and  to  the  effedl  that  all  occa- 
iioun  of  murmure  may  be  tane  away,  all  that  wald  reafon  in  this  queftioun 
beeand  requyrit  publicklie  [to  reafone  :]  in  fine,  the  AfFemblie  concludit 
the  faid  ordour  to  be  good  and  neceflar,   and  to  be  keipit  as  it  was  befor, 

3  L 
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without  any  hurt  or  prejudice  to  the  libertie  of  the  brether.  [And  for 
conference  with  the  Moderator,  as  is  above  faid,  the  Affemblie  appointed 
their  brethren  following  at  his  own  nomination,  to  v/it,  Mrs  Robert  Pont, 
Thomas  Smeitoun,  Andro  Melvill,  George  Hay,  William  Chriftelone, 
David  Fergufone,  Johne  ^ong,  Patrick  Auchinleck,  Thomas  Buchannan, 
the  Laird  of  Braid  and  Johne  Johnftoun,  to  conveen  at  extraordinar  hours, 
7  in  the  morning,  and  two  afternoon,  in  the  Affemblie  place.  C.  &  B.] 

[A  miilive  diredled  from  the  Kings  Majeftie,  in  favour  of  George  called 
Bifliop  of  Murrey,  craving  the  rigour  of  the  commiffion  given  to  Mr  Pa- 
trick Auchinleck  to  be  fuperceeded,  &c.,  was  prefented  to  the  AlTembly. 
The  AlTembly  appointed  the  anlwer  to  be  given  afternoon. 


Seffio  2a- 

Anent  the  anfwer  to  the  Kings  Majefties  letter  dire6led  in  favours  of 
George  called  Bifliop  of  Murray :  The  AlTembly  delivered  to  the  bearer 
of  his  Graces  miffive  an  anfwer  :  The  AlTembly  warned  him  to  attend  upon 
the  reafoning  of  his  caufe  before  them,  when  the  famen  fliould  come  in 
before  the  dilTolution  of  this  AlTembly  ;  certifying,  whether  he  compeared 
or  not,  they  would  proceed  and  determine  therein,  notwithftanding  his 
delire  that  the  matter  might  be  Tuperceeded  till  Saturday,  in  refpe6l  of  a 
great  caufe  he  had  depending  before  the  Lords  of  Council ;  which  was 
refufed  be  the  Affemblie  :  whereupon  he  exhibited  inftantly  certaine  de- 
fences againll  the  commiffion  given  to  the  faid  Mr  Patrick  Auchinleck 
concerning  him,  with  his  titles  to  the  Bilhoprick  ;  which  was  delivered  to 
the  Clerk. 

In  the  triall  of  fuch  as  bear  charge  of  vifitation,  fundrie  were  found 
abfent :  Mr  John  Robertfon,  Commiffioner  of  Rofs,  removed  furth  of 
the  AlTembly,  and  none  of  his  Country  being  prefent,  was  found  fault 
with,  That  he  had  choien  no  CommilTioners  to  the  General  Affembly.  He 
excufed  himfelf  be  the  flacknels  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Country,  licknefs 
and  occupation  of  others,  and  poverty  of  them  that  bear  charge  of  the 
miniftrie  ;  wherewith  nottheleTs  the  brethren  found  fault. 

Mr  George  Hay  being  removed,  it  was  nieaned  be  fome  brethren,  That 
he  had  fet  a  tack  of  the  PerTonage  of  Edlefton  for  19  year,  without  advice 
of  the  Affembly.     He  anTwered,  He  had  fet  a  tack  for  14  bolls  vidlual,  for 
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fix  fliilling  eight  pennies  the  boll ;  wherewith  if  the  Affembly  found  fault, 
becaufe  the  famen  as  yet  is  in  his  own  hand,  he  promifed  to  mend  it  ; 
which  the  AlTemblie  commanded  him  to  doe. 

Mr  Andrew  Graham  being-  removed,  firll,  it  was  alledged,  That  he  had 
no  ordinar  flock  which  he  fed  ;  that  there  were  many  papifts  and  excommu- 
nicats  dwelling  in  Dumblane,  and  no  order  put  to  them  ;  that  he  had  fet 
his  benefice  to  Mr  William  Stirline  without  confent  of  the  Affemblie  ;  that 
the  Reader  of  Muthell  miniftred  the  facrament  at  Pafche  laft  ;  that  the 
facraments  are  commonly  bought  and  fold  in  Auchterarder  :  Returning 
he  anfwered,  His  fpeciall  flock  was  Dumblane,  where  he  taught,  howbeit 
not  fo  diligently  as  his  duty  and  office  required  ;  he  grants  that  there  are 
many  papifts  and  excommunicats  in  Dumblane.  The  Affembly  ordaineth 
him  to  proceed  againft  fome  of  the  papifts,  that  they  may  be  examples  to 
the  reft  :  and  ficlyke  to  proceed  with  letters  of  caption  againft  the  perfons 
excommunicat.  He  grants  he  fet  his  benefice  to  Mr  William  Stirline,  but 
with  reftriftion,  that  he  Ihould  purchafe  the  confent  of  the  Generall 
Affemblie :  And  becaufe  it  was  longi'ome  and  tedious  to  deduce  the 
whole  matter  before  the  Affembly,  he  defired  the  Affembly  would  com- 
mitt  the  cognition  thereof  to  the  Moderator  and  his  affefl"ors  ;  which  was 
granted.  The  two  laft  heads  were  confeffed  to  be  true,  but  order  was 
already  takin  with  them  in  their  Synodal  Affemblie. 

Mr  Thomas  Buchanan  being  removed,  complaint  was  made,  That  faults 
being  delated  to  him,  no  order  was  taken  for  punifliment  thereof;  that 
when  the  reft  of  the  country  was  humbled  in  fafting,  no  fafting  was  keeped 
in  Fife.  He  anfwered,  Such  faults,  as  the  Minifters  themfelves  within  the 
bounds  might  put  order  to,  he  dire6led  to  be  puniflied  be  them  ;  others, 
that  neither  they  nor  he  could  remeed,  he  hath  committed  to  his  book  ; 
alwife  the  accufation  being  made  particular,  he  fliall  anfwer  more  particu- 
larly thereto  :  As  to  the  firft  head.  He  did  his  duty,  as  appeared  by  his 
book,  which  was  read  and  feen  by  the  Affembly. 

Mr  Andrew  Hay  being  removed,  it  was  complained,  That  he  had  fub- 
Icrived  a  nynteen  year  tack,  alledged  made  be  Mr  George  Hay  his  brother. 
It  was  inquired,  what  he  had  done  anent  Mr  John  Colvill  :  He  anfwered. 
That  yet  he  had  not  fubfcrived  the  tack,  howbeit  he  had  promifed  ;  and 
that  Mr  John  Colvill  was  prelently  at  the  point  of  excommunication.  C] 
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Seffio  3^ 

Mr  Johne  Craig,  ane  of  the  Miniflers  of  the  Kings  houfe,  prefentit  his 
Hienes  niiffive  [diredled  to  the  Affemblie,]  quhilk  was  opinly  red  in  face 
of  the  haill  brether,  with  all  humilitie  ;  and  God  praifed  in  his  Hienes 
good  zeale.     The  tenor  of  which  miffive  [followeth  :] 

Truflie  and  welbelovit  freinds,  We  greit  gou  weill.  We  have  diretled 
toward  gou  our  treft  freinds,  the  Pryour  of  Pettinweime,  and  the  Laird  of 
Lundie,  inllru6lit  with  our  power  to  that  effefil,  for  affifting  gou  with  thair 
prefence  and  counfell  in  all  things  that  they  may,  tending  to  the  glorie  of 
God  and  prefervation  of  Vs  and  our  eftate ;  defyreand  gou  heartlie  accept 
them,  and  our  good  will  conimittit  to  them,  for  the  prefent  in  good  part. 
So  We  commend  gou  to  Gods  blefled  prote6lioun.  From  our  Palace 
of  Falkland,  the  12  of  July  1580.     Sic  fubfcribitur, 

James  Rex. 

[Mr  David  Lindfay,  Commiffioner  of  Galloway,  being  removed,  it  was 
meaned  to  fome  brethren,  That  he  remained  not  with  his  flock,  as  became 
him,  but  was  often  times  abfent  from  home  ;  Cclyke  was  defired  to  declare 
what  diligence  he  had  ufed  in  his  vilitation  :  Anlwered,  He  attended  on 
his  flock,  as  accorded  with  his  duty,  and  was  not  abfent  from  them  with- 
out their  licence,  when  he  was  minded  to  vifit ;  he  received  command  of 
the  Kings  Majeflie  to  wait  on  the  Duke  of  Lennox  ;  and  as  to  his  vilita- 
tion. He  had  not  vifited,  nor  nothing  was  allowed  therefore.  The  Affem- 
blie defired  him  to  attend  diligently  upon  his  flock  ;  and  if  the  charge  of 
vifitation  be  committed  to  him  again,  to  ul'e  other  diligence. 

Anent  complaint  of  Vifitors  of  Countries  upon  Minifters,  with  whom 
they  could  not  take  order  in  their  Synodal  Affemblies  :  The  Afl'embly 
nominats  their  bi-ethren  underwritten,  to  wit,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr 
Thomas  Buchanan,  Mr  James  Melvil,  the  Laird  of  Colluthie,  John  John- 
fton,  Commiffioner  of  Edinburgh,  and  Mr  John  Keith,  to  conveen  at  two 
afternoon,  and  hear  the  faid  complaints,  and  give  their  advice  to  the  faid 
Commiffioners  to  put  order  thereto  ;  and  if  the  complaint  be  of  fuch 
weight  that  they  are  not  able  to  rcfolve  thereupon,  to  remitt  the  fame 
again  to  the  Afl"emblv.  C] 
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Seffio  4a- 

Forfameikle  as  the  office  of  a  Bifchop,  as  it  is  now  vlit,  and  commonnly 
takin  within  this  realme,  hes  no  fure  warrand,  audloritie,  nor  good  ground 
out  of  the  [Book  and]  Scriptures  of  God  ;  but  is  brocht  in  by  the  folie  and 
corruptions  of  [mens]  invention,  to  the  great  overthrow  of  the  Kirk  of 
God  :  The  haill  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk,  in  ane  voyce,  after  libertie  givin  to 
all  men  to  reafon  in  the  matter,  none  opponing  themfelves  in  defending  the 
faid  pretendit  office.  Finds  and  declares  the  famein  pretendit  office,  vfeit 
and  ternieit,  as  is  above  laid,  vnlaufuU  in  the  felfe,  as  haveand  neither  fun- 
dament, ground  nor  warrant  within  the  word  of  God  :  and  ordaines,  That 
all  fick  perfons  as  bruiks,  or  fall  bruik  heirafter  the  faid  office,  falbe 
chargeit  limpliciter  to  demitt,  quyt  and  leave  of  the  famein,  as  ane  office 
quhervnto  they  are  not  callit  be  God  ;  and  liclyke  to  delift  and  ceafe  from 
all  preaching,  minillration  of  the  facraments,  or  vling  any  way  the  office 
of  pallors,  quhill  they  receive  de  novo  admiffion  from  the  Generall  Aflem- 
blie,  vnder  the  paine  of  excoramunicatioun  to  be  denuncit  agains  them  ; 
quherin  if  they  be  found  dilFobedient,  or  contraveine  this  a6t  in  any  point, 
the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun,  after  dew  admonitions,  to  be  execute 
agains  them. 

And  for  better  executioun  of  the  faid  adl,  it  is  ftatute  [and  ordained,] 
That  ane  Synodall  Aflemblie  lalbe  haldin  in  every  province  quher  any 
vfiirpit  Bifchops  are,  and  begin  the  18  day  of  Augull  nixt  to  come  ;  quherto 
they  falbe  callit  and  fummound  be  the  Vilitours  of  the  faids  Countreyis,  to 
compeir  befor  thair  [Synodall]  Allemblies  ;  and  namely,  the  Bifchop  of 
San6l  Androes  to  compeir  in  Sanft  Androes,  the  Bifchop  of  Aberdein  in 
Aberdein,  the  Bifchop  of  Giafgow  in  Glafgow,  the  Bifchop  of  Murray 
in  Elgine,  to  give  obedience  to  the  faid  adt ;  quhilk  if  they  refufe  to  doe, 
that  the  faids  Synodall  Aflemblies  fall  appoint  certaine  brether  of  thair 
Miniftrie  to  give  them  publick  admonitiouns  out  of  the  pulpitt ;  and  warne 
them  in  cafe  they  diifobey,  to  compeir  befor  the  nixt  Generall  Airemblie 
to  be  haldin  at  Edenburgh,  the  xx  day  of  06lober  nixt  to  come,  to  heir 
the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  pronouncit  againft  them  for  thair  diff- 
obedience  :  And  to  this  a6l  the  Bifchop  of  Dumblane  aggreit,  fubmitting 
himfelfe  to  be  rewlit  therby. 

As  to  the  ordour  to  be  takin  with  the  patriraonie  of  the  Kirk,  bruikit  and 


451-  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1580. 

poffeft  be  the  faids  Bifcbops  ;  tbe  Kirk  referres  the  reafoning  therof  to  the 
nixt  AfTemblie. 

Seffio  5»- 

[Forfameekle  as  commiffion  was  given  to  Mr  John  Row,  Commiflioner 
of  Dunkell,  to  charge  Mr  James  Paton  to  demitt  the  Bifhoprick  of  Dun- 
kell,  &c.,  under  the  paine  of  excommunication ;  and  if  he  difobeyed,  after 
admonitions,  to  proceed  with  excommunication  againft  him,  as  the  faid 
commiffion  bears  ;  wherein  notthelefs  there  is  nothing  proceeded :  The 
AiTembly  therefore  hath  ordained,  and  ordaines  the  CommiiTioner  that 
ihall  be  appointed  to  the  vifitation  of  thefe  bounds,  to  put  the  faid  com- 
miffion in  all  points  to  due  execution,  according  to  the  tenor  thereof,  under 
the  pain  of  fufpenflon  of  the  faid  Commiffioner  from  his  function  and  mi- 
niilrie.  And  becaufe  decreets  already  given  be  the  faid  Affemblie  againft 
him,  for  dilapidation  of  the  patrimonie  of  the  Kirk ;  whereunto  yet  he 
hath  provided  no  remedie,  nor  any  wife  repaired  the  prejudice  done 
to  the  Kirk :  therefore  the  Affembly  giveth  their  full  commiffion  and 
power  to  the  fame  Commiffioner,  to  charge  the  faid  Mr  James  to  re- 
pair the  hurt  done  be  him  to  the  Kirk  be  his  dilapidation,  and  unjull 
alienation  of  the  patrimonie  thereof,  under  the  paine  of  excommimica- 
tion  :  and  if  he  difobey,  after  admonitions,  to  pronounce  the  fentence 
thereof  againft  him,  with  ail  diligence,  betwixt  and  the  next  Generall 
Affembly,  under  the  pain  of  fufpenlion  of  the  faid  Commiffioner  from  his 
faid  fun6lion  of  Miniftrie  :  and  further  to  try  if  the  faid  Mr  James  hath 
ufurped  the  pretended  office  of  a  BiQiop  upon  him,  lince  the  giving  furth 
of  the  fentence  of  depofition  be  the  Generall  Affemblie  againft  him  :  and 
what  ffiall  be  done  in  the  execution  thereof,  to  report  again  to  the  next 
Generall  Affembly  of  the  Kirk. 

Seffi.o  6"- 

Ordaines  the  Bilhops  of  Brechin,  Argile,  Iffes,  Orkney,  and  Caithnes, 
to  be  fummoned  to  compear  before  the  next  Generall  Affemblie,  the  third 
day  thereof,  to  anfwer  to  fuch  things  as  the  Affemblie  ffiall  inquire  of 
them,  as  they  will  anfwer  upon  their  obedience  to  the  Affemblie  ;  and 
ordaines  them  to  be  warned  be  the  brpthren  after  following,   to  wit,   the 
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Bifliops  of  Argile  and  the  Ifles  by  Mr  Robert  Montg-omerie  ;  the  Bilhop 
of  Brichin  by  Mr  John  Hepburn  ;  the  Bifliop  of  Orkney  be  John  Brand ; 
and  the  Bilhop  of  Cathnefs  be  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan.  C] 

Forfanieikle  as  albeit  ther  be  diverfe  acts  concludit  in  fundrie  Affemblies 
of  befor,  to  [bridle  and]  ftay  vniuft  alienatioun,  difpolitioun,  and  waiting  of 
the  Kirk  rents  and  patrimonie  therof,  be  fick  perfons  within  the  Miniftrie  as 
are  cled  with  benefices;  and  notthelefs,  neither  refpe6l  nor  feare  of  God,  nor 
reverence  to  his  Kirk,  nor  good  laws  fett  out  in  the  contrair,  hes  repreli 
thair  infatiable  and  curled  avarice  from  lick  inordinat  dealing,  to  the  greit 
and  heavie  prejudice  of  the  Kirk  of  God,  and  commoun  greife  and  regrate 
of  all  good  men  :  For  better  remeid  quherof,  the  [haill]  brethren  aflemblit, 
after  [long]  reafoning  and  mature  deliberatioun  of  the  matter,  in  vniformity 
of  votes,  hes  thoght  raeitt  and  concludit.  That  all  perfons  within  the  Minif- 
trie, afweill  they  that  vfurps  the  ftyle  of  Bifchops  as  vthers,  that  falbe  tryit 
heirafter  to  diniinifch  the  rents  of  thair  benefices,  either  be  diminution  of  the 
auld  rental],  be  fetting  of  vi6luall  at  fmall  pryce  and  within  the  worth,  or 
vtherwayes  vniultly  dilapidating  and  putting  away  the  rent  therof,  be  the 
light  and  judgement  of  the  General  Aflembly,  fall  vnderly  the  I'entence  of 
excommunicatioun,  but  farder  [proces.] 

For  purgatioun  of  the  Kirk  fra  llander  :  The  Kirk  requyres,  and,  iti 
the  name  of  God,  defyres  all  men,  atweill  gentlemen  as  vthers  conveinit  at 
this  tyme,  if  they  knaw  any  within  the  Minillrie  llanderous  in  life,  vnable 
to  teach,  vnprofitable  or  curious  teachers,  negligent  in  preaching,  non  re- 
fidents  or  deferters,  havers  of  pluralitie  of  benefices  and  offices,  diffolute  in 
manners,  haveand  mixt  jurifdicliouns,  givers  of  penliouns  out  of  benefices, 
or  receivers  therof,  to  give  in  thair  names  in  a  tickett  to  the  Moderatour 
and  his  afleflburs,  the  morne  at  vij  houres  in  the  morning,  that  order  may 
be  takin  with  them  be  the  Moderatour  and  his  alFelFours,  if  prefent  ordour 
may  be  had  therwith  ;  vtherwayes  to  report  to  the  AlTemblic. 

Anent  the  office  of  Reidars  that  hes  no  farther  gift  of  God  hot  limple 
reiding  of  the  Scriptures  :  The  Generall  Affemblie  hes  concludit,  after 
long  reafoning.  That  thair  office  is  no  ordinar  office  within  the  Kirk  of 
God  :  and  becaufe  fome  of  the  brether  movit  the  quellion.  Whither,  in 
refpe6l  of  thair  neceffitie  and  circumftance  of  tyme,  they  fotild  be  fufferit 
to  continue,  the  dilputation  heirof  was  remittit  to  the  morne. 


456  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1580. 


Seffio  7=^ 

William  Stewart,  brother  to  the  Laird  of  Traquair,  prefentit  ane  wryt- 
iiig  to  the  Affemblie  in  name  of  the  Erie  of  Lennox,  [directed  be  his  Lord- 
fliip  to  them.]     The  tenour  therof  [folio weth  :] 

[Salute  with  peace  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.   C] 

It  is  not,    I  think,   vnknowin  to   gou,   how  it   hes  pleafed   God  of  his 

[infinit]  goodnefs  to  call  me  be  his  grace  [and  mercy,]  to  the  knowledge 

of  my  lalvation  iince  I  came  into  this  land  ;  quherfor  I  render  moft  earneft- 

lie  humble  thanks  vnto  his  divyne  Majeftie,  finding  my  voj-age  toward  thir 

parts  moft  happilie  beftowit  in   this  relpeft :     And   althogh   1  have  made 

opin  declaratioun  of  this  my  calling,  firtt,    be  my  awiu  mouth  in  the  Kirk 

of  Edenburgh,  and  nixt,  be  my  hand  wryte  in  the  Kings  Kirk  at  Striveling, 

quher  1  fubfcryvit  the  confeHion  of  my  faith  ;  get  I  fand  it  was  my  duetie, 

ge  beino-  generallie  conveinit,  to  fend  this  gentleman,  my  cufing  and  freind, 

accompanied  with  my  letter  towards  gou,  to  make  gou,   in  my  name,   frie 

and  humble  offer  of  dew  obedience,  and  to  receive  gour  will  in  any  thing  it 

fall  pleai'e  gou  1  did  farder  anent  the  accomplifhing  of  my  faid  confelfion  ; 

uirurein"-  gou  that  I  falbe  readie  to  perform  the  famein  Avith  all  humilitie  ; 

as  alfo  to  promove  and  advance  all  vther  things  that  may  further  theglorie 

of  God  and  increafe  of  his  Kirk,  the  commoun  wealth  of  the  countrey,  and 

Kin^s   Majefties  fervice  at   my  vtter  polEbilitie  :     And  ib  hoping  to  be 

participant  in  all  tymes  coming  of  gour  godlie  prayers  and  favour,  I  falute 

gou  moft  lovingly  in  Jefus  Chryft  our  Saviour.     From  Sancl  Androes,  the 

14.  day  of  Julij.     Sic  lubfcribitur, 

Your  humble  and  obedient  at  all  power, 

Lennox. 
[To  the  Generall  Affemblie  prefently  conveened  at  Dundie.  C] 

The  Generall  Affemblie  hes  concludit,  That  all  reidars  within  this 
realme  lalbe  tryed  and  examined  de  novo  be  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
Countreyes,  with  the  advyfe  of  thair  affeffours,  fo  farre  as  poffible  they 
may,  betuixt  and  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie  ;  and  ib  many  as  beis  found 
to  be  try  it  to  have  travellit  in  reiding  be  the  fpace  of  two  geirs,   and  hes 
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not  fo  profited  that  they  are  able  to  be  paftors  and  preach  the  word  of  God, 
falbe  depofit  from  the  reiding  be  the  faids  Commiffioners,  with  aiGIlance 
of  thair  faids  afleCTours  ;  and  the  diligence  to  be  done  heirin  to  be  reportit 
againe  to  the  nixt  Generall  Convention  of  the  brether. 

Sicklyke,  becaufe  Reidars  hes  no  ordinar  office  within  the  Kirk  of  God, 
the  Generall  Aflembly  [hath  declared  and]  declares.  That  no  fimple  Reider 
fiilbe  capable  of  any  benefice,  or  brnik  or  poffelTe  the  fame  in  tyme  [cum- 
ing,]  or  get  bruik  or  joyfe  the  manfe  or  gleib,  quher  ther  is  any  Minifter 
actually  ferving. 

[Anent  the  Kings  proclamation  lately  fet  forth  concerning  papifts,  and 
the  diligence  done  be  the  Commiffioners  of  Countries  for  execution  of  their 
duty  in  that  point  :  In  refpedl  that  fundrie  of  the  Minillers  pretended 
ignorance  of  the  faid  proclamation,]  The  Affemblie  hes  recommendit  the 
execution  of  the  Kings  proclamatioun  concerning  papifts,  vnto  the  haill 
Commiffioners,  as  they  will  anfuer  vnto  his  Hienes  and  the  Kirk. 

[For  as  much  as  the  Aflembly  niindeth  to  direft  certain  articles  and 
petitions  to  the  Kings  Hienes  and  Council,  and  that]  It  is  thocht  meitt  to 
crave  of  his  Hienes,  That  the  Kirk  of  God  within  this  realme  may  be  re- 
ftoreit  to  the  benefite  of  the  a€t  of  Parliament  made  concerning  the  Thrids, 
in  refpefl;  of  the  many  and  greivous  hurts  quhilk  the  Kirk  recognofces  to 
have  receivit  be  the  takeing  away  of  the  faid  adl  from  them  :  Therfor  it 
is  thocht  expedient,  that  the  Moderatour  [conferr]  with  fick  as  are 
ail'effours  to  him  vpon  the  articles  ;  and  namely  vpon  the  article  of  repofi- 
tion  and  reftitution  ;  [and  their  advice]  to  be  prefentit  againe  to  the  Kirk, 
and  coniidderit  be  commoun  advyce  and  confent  of  the  haill  Kirk. 


Seffio  S''- 

Compeirit  Mr  Hendrie  Keir,  fervitour  to  the  Erie  of  Lennox,  and  de- 
clarit,  That  albeit  he  had  long  remainit  in  blindnes  and  papiftrie,  it  pleafit 
God  to  illuminate  him  [after  his  long  blindnefs  and  rebellion,  and  to  call 
him]  to  the  knowledge  of  the  true  word,  quherin,  be  his  grace,  he  is  now 
refolvit,  acknowledging  the  fame  word  to  be  truelie  preachit  and  profeft 
within  this  realme,  and  be  act  of  Parliament  eftablifchit,  and  to  be  the  only 
true  religioun  of  God ;  qidierto  he  is  content,  either  now,  or  quhen  the  Kings 

3  M 
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Majefties  houfe  beis  fettled,  with  his  heart  to  fubfcrive,  at  the  will  of  the 
Kirk,  and  as  they  fall  think  beft. 

[Forafmuch  as,  be  the  confufion  and  miforder  of  the  plurality  of  kirks 
fuftained  in  the  peri'on  of  one  Pallor  or  Miniller,  the  flocks  of  ChriflJefus 
univerfally  throughout  the  realme  are  overleen,  and  dellitute  of  the  true 
food  of  their  fouls,  difcipline  and  good  order  is  allutterly  negle6led,  and 
the  confciences  of  the  Pallors  burthened  with  heavier  charges  nor  they 
may  comport  with  ;  whereas  be  the  word  of  God,  every  feveral  congrega- 
tion ought  to  be  provided  of  their  own  Pallor  :  C]  It  is  [therefore]  be 
vote  of  the  haill  AlTeniblie,  after  lang  dil'putatioun  [in  the  matter,]  re- 
folvit  and  concludit.  That  it  is  not  lawfuU  be  the  word  of  God,  that  ane 
[Miniller  or]  Paltour  be  burdenit  with  the  charge  of  feiding  of  twa  particu- 
lar flockis,  or  mair  congregatiouns  nor  ane,  or  be  callit  Pallor  of  mair  kirks 
nor  ane. 

[For  as  much  as  divers  perfons  with  this  realme  profeffing  the  true  reli- 
gion, prefently  ellablilhed  within  the  fame,  before  their  departure  furth 
thereof  to  France  and  other  parts,  have  declined  fmcefyne  to  idolatrie  and 
papillrie,  pall  to  the  malTe,  and  now  returned  within  the  country,  to  the 
great  flander  of  the  Kirk  :  For  remedy  hereof,]  The  Generall  Aflemblie 
of  the  Kirk  hes  llatute,  That  Commillioners  of  Countreyes  fall  call  perfons, 
who  hes,  after  thair  profeffioun  of  religioun  within  the  countrey,  declynit 
to  idolatrie,  and  now  returnit  within  the  countrey,  ilk  ane  within  thair 
awin  bounds,  befor  thair  Synodall  Affemblies,  and  accufe  them  therof : 
and  if  they  be  tryit  to  have  committit  the  faid  defe6lioun,  to  charge 
[every  one  fo  tried]  to  make  repentance  therof,  vnder  the  paine  of  excom- 
municatioun  ;  and  if  they  diffobey,  to  be  excommunicat  be  fick  perfons  to 
be  appoyntit  be  the  faids  Synodall  Affemblies  to  that  effedl,  laufuU  admo- 
nitiouns  preceidand  ;  and  if  they  offer  obedience  and  [to  make  their]  repen- 
tance, to  fuperfeid  the  taking  therof,  the  forme  of  the  fame  to  be  advyfit 
on  [in]  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie  ;  fufpending  them,  in  the  meane  tyme, 
from  the  participation  of  the  i'acraments  quhill  the  laid  Affemblie ;  and 
heirin  to  report  thair  diligence  thereto,  as  they  will  anfuer  to  God  :  and 
the  fame  ordour  to  be  obfervit  with  them  that  willinglie  acknowledges  the 
faid  defedlioun,  and  comes  and  offers  thair  repentance. 

Compeirit  Captaine  Anllruther,  and  lamentit  to  the  Kirk,  that  he  beeand 
in  France,  and  certaine  geirs  bypaft.  had  givin  his  bodilie  prefence  to  the 
Mefs,   albeit  in  his  confcience   he   hattit  the  lame  as  idolatrie,   and   keipit 
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ahvayes  vpriglit  mynd  toward  the  religioiiii  profeft  in  this  realme ;  and 
feiling-  greife  in  his  confcience  for  his  defe6lioun,  is  come  to  vtter  his  re- 
pentance vnfainedly  for  the  lame,  fubraittand  him  to  quhatfoevir  corredtioun 
the  Kirk  will  injoyne  him,  defyreand  to  be  reconcileit  therto  ;  and,  in 
tokin  of  his  fincere  meaning,  held  vp  his  hand  :  And  [as]  to  the  boutchery 
and  maflacre  at  Pareis,  declares  he  keipit  the  Kings  gate  of  Lovar  [the 
tyme  therof,]  but  pall  no  farder.  [The  Affemblie  remitted  him  to  the  Synod 
of  Fife,  and  Prefbytrie  of  Sanfil  Andrews,  to  be  received  in  the  favour  of 
the  Kirk. 

Becaufe  fome  bretber  meanit,  that  the  tranfporting  of  Mrs  Andro 
Melvill  and  Thomas  Smeitoun  Ibuld  be  many  wayes  hurtfull,  and  aught 
not  to  be  permitted  ;  at  the  defyre  of  tliair  brether,  Mr  Andro  Hay, 
alledgand  that  he  had  many  great  reafons  privatelie  to  propone,  if  the 
Kirk  wald  aggrie  therto,  appointit  the  Moderatour  with  his  alFeffours  to 
the  heiring  therof. 

[The  Laird  of  Colluthie,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  James  Melvill,  Mr 
Andrew  Melvill,  Mr  James  Balfour,  Mr  Patrick  Auchinleck  and  John 
Johnfton,  Commiffioner  of  Edenburgh,  were  appointed  to  read  and  anfwer 
the  bills.  C] 


Seffio  Q''- 

Anent  the  a<Sl  made  ia  the  laft  Aflemblie,  concerning  the  fufpenlion  of 
Vilitours  fra  giving  of  collatioun  of  benefices  to  vthers  nor  ferves  a6luallie 
at  the  kirks  quher  the  famein  vaikes,  vnder  the  paines  exprell  in  the  laid 
aiSl  :  The  Kirk  [hath  ordained,  and]  ordaines  the  faid  adl  to  ftand  in  full 
[force]  ftrenth  [and  efFe6l,]  with  this  additioun.  That  if  any  collatioun  or 
admiffioun  beis  givin  be  any  Viiitour  agains  the  tenour  therof,  falbe  null 
and  of  none  availe,  [force  nor  eifedl :]  And  ficklyke  declares  all  colla- 
tioun or  admiffiouns  that  ialbe  givin  heirafter  be  any  pretending  the  Ityle 
of  Bifchops,  falbe  [void]  null  in  the  felfe  [and  of  non  effedl]  in  tyme 
comeing. 

[Anent  the  propofition  moved  be  Mr  Robert  Pont,  upon  appearance  of 
fome  offence,  as  he  thought,  conceived  be  fome  brethren,  by  reafon  of  his 
office  in  the  Colledge  of  Juftice,  craving  the  judgment  of  the  Aflemblie,  If 
he  Ihould  leave  the  lame,   or  not ;  feeing  he  neither  entred  therto  without 
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their  confent,  nor  would  continue  therein  without  the  famine  :  The  Al'- 
fembly  continued  their  reafoning  upon  this  matter,  and  their  judgment 
therein,  till  the  next  Affemblie. 

It  is  flatute  and  ordained.  That  all  Commiffioners  of  Countries  in  their 
Synodall  Affemblies,  Ihall  take  trial  of  the  Minifters  and  Readers  ;  what 
kirks  have  made  payment  of  the  Bibles,  and  make  an  inventarie  of  their 
names,  and  receive  the  acquittances  of  the  payment  thereof;  to  be  prefented 
to  the  next  Generall  AiTemblie,  to  the  efFe6l  it  may  be  known,  who  have 
made  payment,  and  who  not. 


Seffio  lO"- 

The  Affemblie  continueth  the  whole  Commiffioners  of  Provinces  in 
their  offices  of  viiitation  and  planting  of  kirks  to  the  next  AflTemblie,  except 
Mr  James  Boyd ;  in  whofe  room  they  place  Mr  John  Young  and  Mr 
David  Lindfay  to  be  joined  in  commiffion,  and  John  Duncanfon  for  vifi- 
tation  of  Galloway,  and  either  conjundlly  or  feverally  to  vilit  the  fame, 
while  the  next  Affemblie.  C] 

Forfameikle  as  through  a  great  part  of  all  this  countrey,  the  afternoones 
exercife  and  dodlrine  vpon  the  Sabboth  dayis  is  vnvlit,  and  (peciallie  in  land- 
wart,  and  therfor  the  peiple  are  not  dewlie  infl:ru6lit  in  the  Catechifme  and 
rudiments  of  religioun  :  The  Kirk  hes  [ftatute  and]  ordainit.  That  all 
Pallors  and  Minifters  fall  diligentlie  and  zealouffie  travell  with  their  flockes, 
to  conveine  to  the  afternoones  fermons,  afweill  they  that  are  in  landwart, 
as  they  that  are  in  burgh,  as  they  will  anfuer  to  God. 

It  is  concludit  be  the  Generall  Affemblie,  That  in  every  Provinciall 
Affemblie  ther  falbe  certaine  Affeffours  nominat  be  them,  to  concurre  with 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  countrey,  quho  fall  lixbfcrive  %vith  them  in  all 
weightie  and  great  matters. 

The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  gives  full  power  and  commiffioun  to 
thair  honourable  and  welbelovit  brether,  the  Lairds  of  Lundie,  Braid,  Col- 
luthie,  Keyris,  and  Carletoun,  Mrs  James  Lowfone,  Johne  Craig,  and  Johne 
Duncanfone,  [the  Kings  Graces  Minifters,]  Thomas  Smeitoun,  David  Lind- 
fay, Robert  Pont,  Andro  Hay,  Andro  Melvill,  George  Hay,  Thomas 
Buchannan  and  Johne  Brand,  Minifters  of  Gods  word,  Johne  Johnftoun, 


1580.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  461 

Coraniiffioner  of  Edenburgh,  and  Richart  BIythe,  Commiffioner  of  Dundie, 
George  Elphingftoun,  Coniniillioner  of  Glalgow,  or  any  lixe  of  them,  to 
palTe  with  all  convenient  diligence  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  his  noble 
Counlell,  and  with  all  due  liumilitie  and  reverence  prefent  vnto  his  Hienes 
and  Counfell  lick  heids,  articles  and  liipplicatiouns  as  are  conceivit  in  wryte, 
and  delyverit  to  them  be  the  Kirk  ;  moft  humblie  fupplicand  and  requyre- 
ing  his  Majeftie  and  Counfells  good  anfuer  thervnto,  and  to  travell 
effe6luouflie  and  with  earneft  fute  for  granting  of  the  fame  ;  and  alfo,  if 
neid  be,  to  conferre  and  reafon  vpon  every  article  and  petitioun  proponed 
therin  :  and  quhat  heirin  beis  done,  to  report  againe  to  the  nixt  General! 
Aflemblie. 

[Here  wanteth  the  begining  of  the  fupplication  and  articles  prefented  to 
the  King  and  Council.  C] 

[Unto  them  farther  the  Commiffioners  appointed  for  vilitation  of 
Countries,  that  are  deftitut  of  ftipend  for  their  labours  :  Item,  They  that 
are  alfigned  to  the  Generall  Colle6lors  payment,  are  not  anfwered  be  him  ; 
belide  many  other  and  weighty  cauies,  wherevpon  our  Commillioners,  if 
need  be,  will  reafone  before  your  Majeftie  and  Counfell.  And  this  libertie 
being  granted  to  us,  to  gather  up  the  revenues  of  the  Kirk,  according  to 
the  firft  alTumption  of  the  thrids,  be  faithfull  men  to  be  appointed  thereto  ; 
wherein  your  Majeftie  fliall  have  a  fufficient  fuperplus  for  i'uftaining  your 
Hienes  publick  affaires,  all  penfions  being  revocked  which  are  not  necef- 
far  to  be  granted  ;  and  your  Majeftie  fhall  be  relieved  of  thefe  importunat 
foliciters.  Farther,  Pleale  your  Majefty  and  Council,  we  have  given  in 
divers  articles  before,  concerning  the  affairs  of  the  Kirk,  which  have  re- 
ceived no  refolut  anfwer,  but  long  tyme  drifted  therein  ;  befeeking  your 
Majeftie  and  Council  to  let  us  receive  determined  anfwer  to  every  article  j 
namely,  concerning  the  heads  following.  C] 


Articles  proponit  be  the  fornamit  CommifTioners  to  his  Majeftie  and 
Couniall. 

Firft,  That  ordour  may  be  takin  with  fick  as  puts  violent  hand  on  Minif- 
ters,  or  troubles  them  in  exercifeing  of  thair  office. 
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2.  That  they,  quho  for  juft  caufe  are  depol'ed  from  the  Miniflrie,  may 
lofe  afweill  thair  benefices,  as  vther  qualified  perfons  [being]  provydit 
therto,  the  Kirk  may  be  fervit. 

3.  That  ane  punifliment  may  be  made  for  Cck  as  pafles  in  pilgrimage  to 
kirks  or  wells  ;  and  that  ordour  may  be  tana  with  tbem  that  paft  [in  pil- 
grimage] latelie  to  the  Halie  Rud  of  Peibles,  and  fick  vther  places. 

4.  That  no  prefentation  of  benefice  be  diredlit  to  any  perfons  bot  fick 
as  beirs  commiffion  from  the  Generall  Affemblie,  according  to  the  a6l  of 
Parliament ;  and  if  any  be  vtherwayes  receivit,  that  thair  admiffioun  be 
declarit  null. 

5.  That  all  benefices  vaikand,  quher  Minifters  are  planted,  be  givin  to 
the  Minifters  lerving  the  cure  quher  they  vaik,  they  beeand  able  therfor  ; 
and  that  no  prefentation  givin  to  any  vther  perfon  be  receivit,  vnlelTe  the 
Minifter  ferving  the  rowmes  be  firft  found  vnable. 

6.  That  ordour  may  be  takin  with  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  that  the 
Bybles  may  be  delyverit  according  to  his  receipt  of  money  from  every 
paroch  ;  and  to  that  effedl,  that  he  and  his  foverties  may  be  commandit  be 
letters  of  horneing  for  delyverance  therof ;  and  no  fufpenfion  to  be  grantit 
without  the  famein  be  delyverit. 

7.  That  in  refpedl  of  the  good  and  godly  zeale  of  James  Lord  Arran, 
alwayes  ihawin  in  defence  of  Gods  caufe  and  commoun  wealth,  it  will 
pleafe  your  Hienes  and  Counfell  to  refolve  vpon  fome  good  and  fubftantiall 
ordour  that  may  ferve  both  for  the  health  and  cureing  of  his  body,  and 
comfort  of  his  confcience. 

8.  That  the  Booke  of  Policie  may  be  eftablifchit  be  ane  a6l  of  Privie 
Counfell,  quhill  ane  Parliament  be  had,  at  quhilk  tyme  it  may  be  con- 
firmed. 

9.  Becaufe  ther  is  great  neceffitie  of  a  printer  within  this  countrey,  and 
ther  is  a  ftranger  banifchit  for  religioun,  callit  Vautrolier,  quho  offers  to 
imploy  his  labour  in  the  faid  vocation,  for  the  weill  of  the  country,  it  will 
pleale  gour  Grace  and  Counfell  to  take  ordour  heirin,  as  gour  Grace  thinks 
meit ;  and  to  give  licence  and  priviledge  to  him  for  that  effect,  if  it  falbe 
thocht  expedient  be  gour  Grace  and  Counfell. 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXX. 


The  Generall  AlTemblie  conveinit  in  the  Ovir  Tolbuith  of  Eden- 
burgb,  and  begun  the  xx  of  06lober  1580 :  Quher  there  was 
prefent  the  Commiffioners. 


Exhortatioun  made  be  Mr  James  Lowfone.  Leits,  Mrs  Robert  Pont, 
Andro  Hay,  Andro  Melvill :  the  faid  Andro  Hay,  be  pluralitie  of  votes, 
was  chofen  Moderatour. 

[To  the  efFedl  matters  might  proceed  formally  and  with  expedition,  he 
defired  certain  brethren  to  be  appointed  to  conveen  with  him  at  extraor- 
dinar  hours,  to  give  their  advice  with  him,  in  matters  to  be  proponed  and 
treated  during  this  Affembly.  Left  that  any  fliould  conceive  any  offence 
be  that  kind  of  order,  as  heretofore,  it  is  faid,  men  have  done,  that  they 
fhould  prefently  propone  fome  fubftantial  reafon  for  the  miflyking  thereof : 
The  brethren  in  ane  voice,  after  that  no  man  had  opponed  in  the  contrar 
to  the  faid  order,  defired  him  to  nominat  the  faid  perfons  whole  conference 
he  craved ;  and  appointed  them  to  conveen  in  the  Ealler  Kirk  at  leven 
hours  in  the  morning  every  day  and  at  two  afternoon  :  Who  nominated 
Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  James  Lowfone,  Mr  Andro  Melvill,  Mr  Thomas 
Smeitoun,  David  Fergufone,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  George  Hay,  Mr 
Thomas  Buchannan,  Mr  William  Rynd,  and  the  CommiRloners  of  Eden- 
burgh  to  that  effedl.  C.  &  B.] 
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Seffio  la- 

[The  Laird  of  Braid,  Mr  David  M'Gill,  Mr  Thomas  Sraeton,  Mr 
David  Lindfay,  Mr  Andrew  Hay  and  Mr  John  Young-  were  diredled  to 
the  Kings  Majeftie  to  require  his  Hienes  humblie,  that  he  would  diredl 
fome  perfons  authorized  with  his  Hienes  commiifion  to  concurre  with 
them  in  their  AlTemblie. 

Item,  To  crave  anfwers  to  the  articles  given  in  lately  by  the  Affemblie 
to  his  Hienes  and  Counlell ;  and  if  a  delaying  anfwer  be  given,  to  crave 
that  the  Piatt  be  fuperceded  till  they  receive  the  faid  anfwer. 

Item,  To  crave  fome  order  to  be  taken  with  Mr  Nicol  Burne. 

Item,  That  order  be  taken  with  papifts  in  the  Kings  houfe  ;  to  infill 
Avith  his  Hienes  and  Counfell,  for  calling  of  the  letters  wherewith  the  Com- 
miffioners  are  fummoned  before  the  Counfell,  and  for  reafoning  of  that 
caufe  :  and  to  report  the  Kings  Hienes  and  his  Counfells  anfwer  to  the 
Affemblie.  C] 

Seffio  2»- 

The  Bifchops  of  San6l  Androes,  Glafgow,  Aberdein  and  Murray  beand 
callit,  nane  [of  them]  compeirit. 

[The  Commiirioners  being  tryed  ;  and  Mr  John  Spotfwood  accufed, 
That  he  had  not  reforted  to  the  Affemblie  at  Dundie  ;  and  that  he  had 
not  vilited  fince  the  laft  Affembly  :  Excufed  the  firft  be  ficknefs ;  the  other 
be  fliortneis  of  tyme,  and  that  he  ferved  upon  his  own  expenfes,  as  he  had 
done  thefe  nine  years. 

Mr  Andrew  Blackball  removed,  was  accufed,  That  he  admitted  an  un- 
qualified man  to  the  Miniftrie  of  Ettleftone  :  His  anfwer.  He  admitted 
him  only  to  be  an  exhorter,  and  that  be  advice  of  certain  brethren  ;  alwile 
he  is  now  difcharged  of  his  Miniftrie.  The  Affemblie  findeth  nor  acknow- 
ledgeth  no  fuch  ofBces  in  the  Kirk  of  God,  as  they  will  not  acknowledge 
any  fuch  in  tyme  coming ;  and  findeth,  That  the  laid  Mr  Andrew,  in  this 
behalf,  hath  not  done  his  duty. 

Mr  Patrick  Gates  found  fault  with.  That  Mr  Thomas  Cranfton  being 
within  his  jurifdidlion,  had  miniftred  the  facraments  without  examination 
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preceeding-,  and  without  his  own  parifli ;  other  tymes  committs  the  exami- 
nation of  the  people  to  Readers ;  baptizeth  bearnes  privately  ;  that  he  had 
celebrat  the  Communion  in  Innerlethen  on  Pafch  day  to  maintain  fuperfti- 
tion.  He  anfwered,  He  had  taken  order  with  him  for  baptizing  of  bearnes 
privatly  ;  but  as  for  the  reft  of  the  accufations,  He  underftood  not  before. 

The  Affemblie  giveth  commiffion  to  the  brethren  of  the  Exercil'e  of 
Edinburgh,  to  call  Mr  Thomas  Cranfton  before  them,  and  accufe  him  of 
miniftration  of  the  facraments  without  his  own  parochine,  without  exami- 
nation preceeding  ;  and  of  committing  other  whiles  the  examination  of  the 
people  to  Readers  ;  for  baptizing  of  bearnes,  and  preaching  in  privat 
houfes  ;  for  celebration  of  the  Communion  at  Pafche  and  I'uch  days,  to 
maintain  fuperllition  ;  and  to  try  every  head  thereof :  and  after  trial  and 
due  examination  of  the  faid  crimes,  to  put  order  to  him,  according  to  the 
quality  of  his  offence,  and  the  adls  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  what  herein  be  done 
to  report  to  the  next  Generall  AlFemblie. 

Item,  Full  power  and  commiffion  is  given  to  the  brethren  of  the  Exercife 
of  Edinburgh,  to  fummond  James  Blackwood  and  Alexander  Stevin  to 
compear  before  them,  and  to  accufe  them  of  their  ufurpation  of  the  Minif- 
trie,  after  their  lawfull  depofition  ;  and  if  they  find  they  have  ufurped  the 
faid  office,  to  put  order  thereto,  for  their  contempt ;  and  if  they  continue 
in  their  contempt  and  ftubornefs,  to  proceed  with  excommunication  againll 
them.  C] 


Seffio  3'^ 

Anent  the  report  of  the  Kings  Grace  and  his  Counfells  anfuer  to  the 
petitiouns  proponit  be  word  be  the  brethren  of  the  Kirk  gefterday  :  The 
brethren  [diredled  to  the  King  and  Counfell]  returnit  [their]  anfuer  [fol- 
lowing :  As  to  the  anfwer  craved]  to  the  articles  [of  the  Kirk,]  His  Hie- 
nes  and  Counfell  promittit  to  give  refolute  anfuer  to  the  fame  the  xv  day 
of  the  nixt  moneth,  and  to  ilay  the  Piatt  quhill  then. 

[Here  wanteth   in  the  Regifter  the  reft  of  the  third  Seffion,   the 
fourth,  fifth,  fixth,  and  a  part  of  the  feventh,   till  the  page  937, 
plucked  out  in  the  year  1584.    C] 
3n 
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Seffio  7*^ 

In  name  of  my  Lord  Lennox  compeirit  Mr  Hendrie  Keir,  and  falutit 
in  his  name  the  haill  Kirk,  declaring  that  his  Lordfliip  was  moll  willing  to 
have  a  Minifter  in  his  awin  houfe,  for  exercife  of  the  true  religioun  :  and 
albeit  he  had  promifed  at  the  fubfcriving  of  the  articles  of  the  religioun, 
to  fend  for  a  Minifter  that  had  knowledge  of  the  French  tongue,  git  be 
reafon  Mr  Bowis  had  promifed  [that]  he  fould  caufe  him  be  provydit  of  ane 
qualified  Minifter,  according  to  his  defyre,  quhilk  tuik  no  effe6l,  and 
vtherwayes  becaufe  alfo  his  defyre  was,  that  rather  the  Kirk  fould  choofe 
[and  ele6l]  him  a  fufficient  paftour,  the  matter  hes  fenfyne  lyin  ovir  ;  will- 
ing heartlie  that  the  Kirk  fould  wryte  to  fome  paftour  of  the  French  Kirk 
of  London,  for  whofe  provifion  and  good  intertainment  he  fould  be  care- 
full  :  promiling  aliwa  in  his  name,  that  in  the  affaires  of  the  Kirk,  either 
in  generall  or  particular,  he  fould  imploy  his  good  affedlioun  and  labours 
as  he  fould  be  chargeit ;  defyreing  that  no  vther  opinioun  fould  be  con- 
ceivit  of  him  nor  of  ane  man  that  meanes  truely  toward  God.  The  Kirk 
prefent  hes  willit  thair  brother  Mr  James  Lowfone  to  pen  a  wryting  in 
their  names  to  the  Minifter  of  the  French  Kirk  of  London,  to  the  effeft 
forfaid. 

Anent  the  tranfporting  of  Mr  Andro  Melvill,  Principall  of  the  Colledge 
of  Glafgow,  to  the  Vniverlitie  of  Sandl  Androes,  conforme  to  the  Kings 
Graces  wryteing  dire6l  to  that  effe6l :  After  fome  publick  reafoning  on  the 
matter  had  on  either  fyde,  the  Kirk  referrit  the  farder  dilputation  therof 
quhill  afternoon.  In  the  meane  tyme,  the  queftioun  beand  movit,  If  the 
Kirk  might  concurr  with  the  Kings  Majeftie  in  tranfporting  of  Doctors 
fra  ane  Vniverlitie  to  another  for  wechtie  and  neceifar  caufes  :  The  Kirk 
and  Alfemblie  prefent,  for  the  moft  pairt,  vottit  to  the  affirmative  of  the 
faid  queftioun. 


Seffio  8»- 

[Forfameekle  as  commiffion  was  lately  given  to  the  brethren  of  the 
Exercife  of  Edinburgh,  to  fummond  certaine  apoftats  before  them,  and  to 
take  order  with  their  defedlion,   conforme  to  the  commilGon  granted  to 
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them  for  that  eflFefil ;  and  that  the  brethren  underftand  there  be  divers  de- 
grees of  apoftafie,  which,  according-  to  the  quality  and  weight,  would  be 
rel'peifhed,  and  punifhed  :  The  Aflemblie  hath  ordained  their  brethren,  to 
wit,  Mr  James  Lowfon,  Mr  John  Craig,  the  Superintendent  of  Lothian, 
Mr  Thomas  Buchanan,  to  penne  and  put  in  form  their  judgments  concern- 
ing the  diverfe  ranks  and  degrees  of  apoftats,  with  the  order  of  difcipline 
to  be  followed  out  againft  every  one  of  them  ;  and  to  be  prefented  to  the 
full  Aflemblie  the  morn  at  9  hours.  C] 


Seffio  9^- 

Anent  the  adl  made  in  the  laft  Aflemblie,  concerning  the  damning  of 
the  pluralitie  of  kirks  in  ane  Minifler  :  The  Kirk  [has  ordained,  and] 
ordaines  the  fame  to  be  put  in  executioun  be  the  CommilFioners  of  Pro- 
vinces, after  the  tenour  therof,  under  the  paine  of  diffobedience. 

Anent  the  aSt  made  in  the  laft  Affemblie  tuiching  the  Bil'chops  :  In 
refpe<Sl  that  the  ordour  of  the  faid  &&.  hes  not  bein  followed  out  againft 
the  Bifchops  of  Murray  and  Aberdein,  conforme  to  the  tenour  therof.  The 
liaill  Kirk,  as  of  befoir,  [hath  ordained,  and]  ordaines  the  Comraiflioners 
of  the  Countreyes  to  put  the  faid  adl  to  execution  in  all  points,  fo  farre  as 
concernes  thair  part  therof,  and  the  Minifters,  lb  farre  as  is  appointed  be 
the  faid  a6l  vnto  them  ;  vnder  the  paine  of  making  publick  repentance  in 
face  of  the  haill  Generall  AiFemblie,  if  they  be  found  to  contraveine  the 
laid  adl :  And  as  to  the  warning  and  futeing  of  the  faid  Bifchop  of  Mur- 
ray, Ordains  him  to  be  warnit  in  Elgin  publicklie  in  the  kirk. 

[Anent  the  report  of  the  reafoning  and  conference  had  with  the  Bif- 
chops, be  the  brethren  appointed  thereto,  according  to  the  deiire  of  the 
Aflemblie  :  Mr  David  Makgill  prefented  the  famine  in  writt,  which  was 
read ;  and  the  regiftring  thereof  fuperceeded,  till  the  full  conference 
thereof  had  been  made,  and  conceived  in  writt.  In  the  mean  tyme  the 
faid  brethren  were  delired  to  proceed  farther  in  their  conference  afternoon, 
and  to  report  their  proceedings  to  the  Aflemblie.  C.J 

Ordaines  Mr  Thomas  Buchannan  to  fumraound  the  Bifchop  of  Cathnes, 
and  Johne  Hepburne  to  fummound  the  Bifchop  of  Brechin,  to  compeir  in 
the  nixt  Generall  Alfemblie,  to  give  thair  fubmifllon  and  affent  to  the  fpe- 
ciall  heids  conferrit  and  aggreit  vpon  be  the  Bifchops  of  San6l  Androes, 
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[Glafgow,]  and  of  the  Yles,  with  the  Affemblie,  [to  be  conteinit  exprefslie 
in  the  fummounds]  ;  certifieng  them  and  they  compeir  not,  the  Kirk  will 
proceid  with  farder  admonitiouns  againfl,  them.  And  in  cace  that  the  laid 
Mrs  Thomas  and  Johne  fulfills  not  the  faid  ordinance,  the  Kirk  hes  de- 
cernitt  againft  them,  that  they  fall  make  publick  repentance  opinlie  in  face 
of  the  haill  Affemblie. 

The  Generall  AlTemblie  gives  full  power  and  commilfioun  to  thair  lovit 
brether  of  the  Exercife  of  Edenburgh,  with  Mr  Johne  Craig,  Minifter  of 
the  Kings  houfe,  if  he  be  prelent,  to  call  the  Bifchop  of  Orknay  befor 
them,  and  to  charge  him  in  name  of  the  Kirk,  to  give  lubmiffion  and  affent 
to  the  articles  and  heids  aggreeiton  betuixt  the  Bifchops  of  San6l  Androes, 
Glafgow,  and  of  the  Yles,  [and  them  ;]  and  to  receive  his  anilier  ther- 
vpon,  to  be  reportit  with  the  haill  proceiding  therin  to  the  nixt  Generall 
Affemblie. 

Ordaines  Mr  Andro  Hay  to  fummound  the  Vifitour  of  Argyle  to  com- 
peir [before]  the  nixt  Generall  AiFemblie,  to  anfuer  vpon  the  vfurpatioun 
of  the  office  of  Vifitatioun  within  the  faids  bounds,  vnder  the  paine  of  diff"- 
obedience. 

Anent  the  requeift  made  be  the  Commiffionars  of  Perth  to  the  haill 
Kirk,  that  in  refpedl  of  the  inlake  of  vmquhile  Mr  John  Row,  thair  late 
Minifter,  ane  notable  man  within  the  Kirk,  and  of  the  great  neceflitie  the 
towne  had  to  be  provydit  of  a  fingular  good  man,  both  for  doctrine  and 
good  dilcipline.  That  the  Kirk  wald  favourablie  grant  to  the  placing  of 
Mrs  Thomas  Smeitoun  or  Johne  Craig  ther.  The  Affemblie,  confiddering 
the  many  impediments  why  thair  laid  brether  might  not  be  planted  ther, 
gives  to  the  faid  towne  any  of  the  Minifters  following,  viz.  Mrs  Andro 
Simibne,  James  Anderlbn,  Johne  Davidfone,  and  ordaines  any  of  them 
that  falbe  beft  lyked  of  the  faid  towne,  the  faid  Minifter  to  be  placit  at  the 
faid  Kirk. 


Seflio  10a- 

[Anent  the  queftion  proponed,]  Whither  if  any  Minifter  may  be  re- 
movit  be  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  fra  his  particular  flock,  [with- 
out] confent  of  his  flock,  for  good  and  neceffar  caufes  :    The  Kirk  anfuerit 
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therto  affirmative,  [That  they  might  be  removed  be  the  Generall  Affem- 
blie,  without  their  confents,  for  good  and  neceflar  caufes.] 

[As  to  the  queftion  moved,]  Whither  if  in  refpedl  of  the  prefent  neceffi- 
tie,  that  ther  is  no  Dodtours  within  this  realme,  a  Minifler  [or  a  Paftor] 
may  fuperfeid  the  office  of  Paftorfhip  for  a  tyme,  and  vfe  the  office  of  a 
Do6loiir.  It  was  anfuerit  be  the  Kirk,  That  it  may,  be  the  command  of 
the  Generall  Kirk,  and  vpon  good  confideratiouns. 

[In  refpedl  that  there  are  fundrie  impediments  alledged  to  ftopp  any 
man  to  enter  prefently  to  the  Colledge  of  Sandl  Androes,  as  namely,  that 
the  compts  are  not  yet  taken  :  The  Affemblie  defired  Mr  Patrick  Adam- 
fon,  the  Laird  of  Lundie,  Mr  James  Lowfon,  Mr  Andrew  Melvin,  to 
conferr  on  the  morne  with  the  Clerk  Regifter  anent  the  ftate  of  the  fame 
Colledge,  and  to  report  his  opinion  to  the  Affemblie.  C] 


Seffio  13^ 

Forfameikle  as  be  evident  experience  it  is  knowin  to  the  Kirk,  that  of 
late  dayes  fundrie  apoftates  are  returned  within  the  countrey,  and  are  fpred 
in  diverfe  provinces,  as  in  Angus  and  vther  parts,  and  no  kynd  of  difci- 
pline  as  get  vfed  againft  them,  to  the  great  Dander  of  the  Kirk  of  God, 
greife  of  the  confcience  of  good  men,  and  contempt  of  the  a6ls  of  the  Kirk  : 
The  Generall  Affemblie  [has  therefore  ordained  and]  ordaines  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  Countreys  to  put  the  a6l  of  the  laft  AlFemblie  [concerning  apof- 
tates] to  execution  againft  them  in  all  points  ;  and  to  vfe  the  forme  of  dif- 
cipline  againft  them,  as  is  vfed  againft  adulterers  :  and  this  adl  and  ordi- 
nance to  be  foUowit  out  [and  execut]  be  the  Laird  of  Dun  againft  the  10 
day  of  November  nixt  to  come,  within  his  province,  againft  the  Mafter  of 
Gray,  and  vthers  fufpe6l  of  the  faid  apoftaGe. 

Anent  the  ordour  of  Vifitours  :  Forfameikle  as  it  is  confidderit  be  the 
Kirk  to  be  ane  corruption,  and  [to]  found  to  tyrranie,  that  lick  kynd  of 
office  fould  ftand  in  the  perfon  of  ane  man,  quhilk  fould  flow  from  Prefby- 
teries  ;  and  nottheles  the  eftate  of  tyme,  and  lake  of  prefent  ordour  for 
eftablifching  and  conftituteing  of  Prelbyteries,  fuff'ers  not  the  prefent  altera- 
tion of  Victors  :  It  is  conlidderit  and  thocht  meitt,  that  my  Lord  Clerk 
of  Regifter  fould  be  requeiftit  to  concurre  with  the  Laird  of  Dun,  Mrs 
Robert  Pont,  James  Lowfone,    David  Lindefay,  Johne  Craig,   and  Johne 
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Duncanfone,  or  any  thrie  or  four  of  them,  to  lay  [doun]  and  devyfe  a 
Piatt  of  the  Prelbytries  and  Conftitutiouns  therof  as  beft  appeirit  be  thair 
judgement,  to  be  reportit  be  them  againe  the  nixt  Generall  Aflemblie  : 
And  as  to  the  prefent,  [the  AlFemblie]  appointit  the  Vifitours  [following] 
to  have  the  overiight  of  the  Provinces  [within  the  bounds  of  their  vifitation 
refpedlive]  quhill  the  nixt  Affemblie. 

[Mr  James  Annand  : — Orkney. 
Mr  Gilbert  Foulfie  : — getland. 
Mr  George  Hay  : — Cathnefs. 
Mr  John  Roberlfon  : — Rofs. 
Mr  Patrick  Auchinleck  : — Murrey. 
David  Howefon,  -x 

Mr  George  Hay,  v       .       Angus  and  Mernes. 

Mr  George  Paterfon,  J 
The  Laird  of  Dun,       "^ 

William  Chriftefon,       V       .       Angus  and  Mernes. 
James  Anderfon,  J 

Mr  John  Young  : — Kyle,  Carifil,  and  Cunninghame. 
John  Duncanfon  : — Galloway. 
Mr  John  Campbell : — Yles,  Argile. 
Mr  Thomas  Buchanan,     l  j-jj. 

David  Fergufon,  J 

Duncan  M^ala,  l        ^       Dunkeld. 

Mr  Alexander  Dynneir,  J 
Mr  John  Spotfwood,         "i        _       Lothian. 
Mr  David  Lindfay,  J 

John  Clapperton  : — Merce. 
John  Durie  : — Tiviotdail. 
[  Mr  Andrew  Blackball : — Tweddail. 
Mr  Andrew  Hay  : — Clidefdale,  Ranfrew,  &c. 
Mr  Robert  Lindl'ay  : — from  Lanerk  up  the  one  Waird  of  Glide. 
.      Mr  Peter  Watfon  :— Nithifdail.  C] 

The  Aflemblie  gives  full  power  and  commiflion  to  [their  beloved  breth- 
ren] the  Laird  of  Lundie,  Braid,  Haltoun,  Andrew  Ker  of  Fauldonfyd, 
Mrs  Johne  Craig,   Johne  Duncanfone,    Minifters  of  the   Kings  houfe. 
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Robert  Pont,  James  Lowfone,  Patrick  Adamfone,  James  Boyd,  David 
Lindfay,  Thomas  Smeitoun,  George  Hay,  Andro  Hay,  Adame  Jolmftoun, 
David  Fergufone,  David  M^gill,  Johne  Preftoun,  elder,  Commiffioner  of 
Edenburgh,  or  any  fixe  of  them,  to  compeir  befor  the  Kings  Majeftie  and 
his  Counfell,  the  xv  day  of  November  nixt  to  come,  and  with  all  [humility, 
due  fubmiffion,  and]  reverence,  crave  [and  earneftly  delire]  anfuer  to  the 
articles  givin  in  fen  the  laft  Generall  AlTemblie  vnto  his  Hienes  and  ho- 
nourable Counfell,  and  to  reafon  and  conferre  thervpon  ;  with  power  to 
thair  haill  brether  nominat  in  this  commiffioun,  or  to  the  moft  part  of 
them,  to  refolve,  difcerne,  and  finallie  conclude,  in  name  and  vpon  the 
behalfe  of  the  haill  Kirk,  with  the  Kings  Hienes  and  Counfell  thervpon, 
as  falbe  moft  neceifar  and  expedient  for  the  advancement  of  the  glorie  of 
God,  intertainment  of  the  Evangell  of  Jefus  Chryft,  [and  welfare  of  the 
whole  Kirk,]  ficklyke  and  als  frielie  as  if  they  were  perfonallie  prefent : 
firme  and  ftable  haldand  and  for  to  hald  quhatfoevir  thair  faid  brother  or 
the  niaift  pairt  of  them  in  the  premifles  [righteouflie]  leids  to  be  done. 

The  Generall  AlTemblie  ordaines  their  brether  [underwritten,  viz.]  the 
Lairds  of  Lundie,  Seagy,  and  Colluthie,  with  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  James 
Lowfone,  and  William  Chriftefone,  to  paiTe  with  Mr  Andro  Melvill  to  the 
new  Colledge  of  Sandl  Androes,  and  lie  him  placit  ther  conforme  to  the 
diredlioun  and  decreit  of  the  Kirk  :  And  ficklyke  to  call  the  papifts  [that 
are]  within  the  Vniverfitie  befor  them,  and  put  ordour  vnto  them  accord- 
ing to  the  adls  of  the  Kirk. 

Forfameikle  as  the  Generall  Affemblie  [of  the  Kirk,]  according  to  the 
Kings  Majefties  wryting,  and  for  the  weill  and  the  vniverfall  profite  of  the 
Kirk  of  God  within  'this  realme,  hes  thoght  meitt  and  expedient,  and  els 
concludit  and  ordainit.  That  Mr  Andro  Melvill  be  tranfportit  from  the 
Vniverfitie  of  Glafgow  to  the  new  Colledge  of  Sandl  Androes,  for  erec- 
tioun  and  planting  therof :  Nottheles  that  the  good  beginning  and  labours 
tane  be  the  faid  Mr  Andro  be  not  fruftrate.  The  haill  Kirk  hes  found  good 
and  neceflar  and  expedient.  That  the  faid  Thomas  Smeitoun  occupy  the 
faid  Mr  Andro  his  place  and  office  in  the  faid  Vniverfitie  [of  Glafgow,] 
and  ordaines  him  to  accept  the  charge  therof  vpon  him  :  And  ane  wryt- 
ing to  be  direfilit,  in  name  of  the  haill  Kirk,  to  the  Redlour  and  the  Prin- 
cipall  of  the  Vniverfitie,  requeifting  [them]  to  receive  him  in  the  faid  Mr 
Andro  his  place,  for  the  weill  and  confort  of  thair  Vniverfitie. 

Mr  Andro  Hay,  as  Re6lor  of  the  faid  Vniverfitie,  in  name  therof,  diflT- 
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affenting  from  the  removeall  of  Mr  Andro  in  any  wayes,  made  protefta- 
tioun  as  of  befor. 

[Anent  the  Queftion  proponed,]  Whither  if  a  Minifter  entering  in  the 
funClioun  of  the  Miniftrie,  ferving  therin  diverfe  geirs,  and  therafter  leaves 
his  vocatioun,  and  applyes  him  to  a  civill  [place  and]  office,  may  be  ad- 
mittit  to  be  ane  Elder  of  the  Kirk  :  It  is  anfuerit  [be  the  brethren  ap- 
pointed to  the  refolution  of  Queftions,  That]  this  man  is  defertor  gregis, 
and  fould  not  be  adraittit  to  be  ane  Elder  [within  the  Kirk,]  but  rather 
aught  to  be  called  for  his  defertione. 

Ordaines  Johne  Brand  to  delyver  to  my  Lord  Juflice  Clerk,  the 
Kings  Majeflies  command,  givin  in  wryte,  for  railing  of  letters  agains  Mr 
NicoU  Burne. 
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A.D.M.D.LXXXI. 


The  Generall  AUerablie  conveinit  at  Glafgow,  the  24  day  of  Apryle 
1^1581 :]  Quher  ther  was  prefent  the  Commiffioner  for  the  King-, 
the  Laird  of  Capringtoun. 


Seffio  1=^ 

[Exhortatioun  beand  made  by  Mr  Andro  Hay,  Mrs  Robert  Pont, 
David  Lindfay,  and  William  Chryftefone,  were  put  on  leitts  :  The  faid 
Mr  Robert,  be  pluralitie  of  votis,  was  chofin  Moderatour,  who,  for  the 
better  expeditione  of  matters  to  be  treated  at  this  time  in  the  Aflemblie, 
defired  the  concurrance  of  certain  of  the  brethren  in  privat  conference, 
namely,  Mr  Andro  Hay,  Mr  James  Lowfone,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr 
Thomas  Smeitoun,  William  Chriftilbne,  David  Fergufon,  the  Lairds  of 
Braid,  Dunrod,  and  Pilrig  ;  whom  the  Affemblie  required  and  appointed 
to  convein,  during  the  continuance  of  this  Affemblie,  with  him,  at  7  hours 
in  the  morning,  and  two  hours  afternoone,  in  the  Colledge  Hall  to  that 
effea.  C.  &  B.] 


Seffio  2^- 

Forfameikle  as,  for  purgatioun  of  the  Miniftrie  fra  vnworthie  perfons 
that  had  entrit  in  the  fundlioun  therof,  to  the  great  llander  of  God  and  his 

3  o 
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Kirk,  ordour  was  takin  in  the  laft  Aflemblie,  That  all  men,  alWeill  Bar- 
rens, Gentlemen,  as  vthers  of  the  funfilioun  of  the  faid  Miniftrie,  fould 
give  vp  the  names  of  the  laid  perfons  to  the  Kirk,  as  they  will  anfuer  to 
God  vpon  thair  confciences  :  Nottheles,  be  fhortnes  and  inlake  of  tyme, 
no  great  effe6t  foUowit,  fo  that  get  the  Dander  lyis  vpon  the  head  of  the 
Kirk  ;  therfor  the  Aflemblie,  git  as  before,  requyres  all  men,  as  they  ten- 
der the  glorie  of  God  and  the  weill  of  his  Kirk,  that  they  delait  and  give 
vp  the  names  of  lick  perfons  in  ane  tickett,  the  morne  afternoone,  that 
ordour  might  be  takin  for  removing  of  the  great  flander  ariling  to  the  haill 
Kirk  be  fick  vnworthie  perfons. 

[^Here  a  want  of  the  thrid  and  fourth  Seflion.   C] 


Seffio  5=^- 

[Forfameikle  as  it  is  meant  be  fundry  of  the  brethren,  that  the  ordinance 
concerning  Bifliops  at  Dundee  is  not  yet  latiffied,  albeit  fome  articles  in 
Conference  be  agreed  on  ;  and  that  their  opinion  is,  that  the  whole  office 
of  a  Bifliop,  as  it  is  uled,  is  damnable,  and  be  the  faid  a6l  they  fliould  be 
charged  to  diraitt  the  famine  ;  and  others  of  the  brethren  would  mean 
only  to  comprehend  the  fpiritual  funtilione  of  a  Billiop,  and  no  further  : 
The  Affemblie  hath  ordained  this  matter  to  be  difputed  the  morn  in  full 
AiTemblie,  that  all  men  may  be  refolved  of  the  mind  of  the  Affemblie 
therein.  C] 


Seflio  6'^- 

Anent  the  a&,  made  in  the  AlFemblie  [holden]  at  Dundie  againft  the 
Bifchops,  beand  fome  difficultie  appeirit  to  fome  brethren  to  arife  be  the 
word  Office,  conteinit  in  the  faid  a6l,  qubat  fould  be  meinit  therby  :  The 
Affemblie  prefent,  for  the  moft  part  of  thera  that  was  prefent  and  voted  in 
[the  Affemblie  at]  Dundie,  to  take  away  the  faid  difficultie,  and  refolve 
men  of  the  true  meaning  and  vnderftanding  of  the  faid  adl,  declares  that 
they  meanit  haillelie  to  condemne  the  [whole]  eftate  of  Bifchops  as  they 
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are  now  in  Scotland,  and  that  the  fame  was  the  deterniinatioun  and  con- 
clufion  of  the  Kirk  at  that  tyme. 

The  Laird  of  Capringtoun  prefentit  the  Kings  Majefties  letter  vnto  the 
Affemblie,  containing  alfo  ane  commiffion  from  his  Hienes  to  concurre 
with  the  Affemblie,  togither  with  certaine  rolls  containing  the  planting  of 
the  kirks,  and  the  number  of  the  prefbiteries,  with  the  kirks  of  every  pref- 
byterie  ;  quhilk  the  Kirk  ordainit  to  be  confidderit  be  [their  brethren  un- 
derwritten, who  beft  knew  the  bounds  of  the  country,  to  wit,]  Mrs  Johne 
Ros  for  Ros,  Johne  Innes  for  Murray,  the  Commiffioners  of  Aberdein  for 
Aberdein,  William  Chriftefone  for  Mernes  and  Angus,  [Mr  Andrew  Mill 
for  ,]   Duncane  Macall   for   Dunkeld,   Thomas   Buchannan   and 

David  Fergufone  for  Fyfe,  Johne  Johnftoun  and  Mr  Adame  Johnftoun  for 
Edinburgh,  James  Carmichaell  for  Haddington,  George  Johnlloun  for  Jed- 
burt,  the  Laird  of  Lie  for  Lanerik,  Andro  Hay  for  Glafgow,  Johne  5o"o 
for  Air,  John  Clappertoun  for  the  Merfe,  John  Duncanfon  for  Galloway, 
and  to  conveine  the  morne  at  vj  hourcs  to  light  the  famein,  and  to  report 
thair  judgement  therof  to  the  Kirk. 

[Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  at  the  deiire  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Perth, 
gettetli  liberty  of  tranfportatione  to  the  faid  toun.  C.  &  B.] 

[For  anfwering  of  Bills  and  Quefliones,  the  Affemblie  appointed  Mr 
James  Carmichel,  Mr  Adam  Johnltoune,  Mr  Andrew  Polwart,  Mr  John 
Porterfield,  Mr  James  Nicolfon,  John  Brand,  and  Mr  Andrew  Blackball, 
to  conveen  the  morn  at  fix  houres  in  the  Colledge,  and  fo  furth  dayly  while 
the  famine  be  anfwered  ;  permitting  alwayes  matters  of  great  weight  and 
difficulty  to  the  refolutione  of  the  full  Affemblie.  C] 


Seffio  7^ 

[It  was  thought  meet  that  Matter  Alexander  Arbuthnot  fliould  be  tranf- 
ported  to  the  Miniftrie  of  Aberdein,  and  ordainit  that  he  demitt  the  Prin- 
cipalitie  of  the  Colledge  in  favours  of  Mr  Nicoll  Dalgleifch.  C.  &  B.] 

Anent  the  Kingis  Majefties  petitioun  proponed  in  wryte  and  exhibite  to 
the  Affembly  this  day  be  his  Hienes  Commillioner,  with  the  anfuer  vnto 
the  articles  given  in  be  the  Kirk  vnto  his  Hienes,  and  the  copie  of  a  letter 
to  be  dire6t  to  the  Barrons,  Gentlemen,  and  Minifters,  for  vnion  and  divi- 
fion  of  the  kirks,  with  the  names  of  the  perfons  to  take  travells  therein  : 
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The  Kirk  vnderftanding  thereby  the  godlie  [and]  zealous  meaning  of  his 
Majeftie,  praifit  God  greatlie,  that  had  moveit  his  heart  to  have  a  care  of 
his  Kirk ;  and  firft  entring  to  the  confideratioun  of  the  anfuers  to  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  Kirk,  thoght  good  [that]  get  thir  articles  be  inlifted  in  at  his 
Hienes  hand  and  counfell. 

1.  His  Hienes  and  Counfell  to  be  earneftlie  delyrit  to  appoint  a  Judge 
in  Edinburgh  to  cognofce  and  judge  vpon  wrangs  done  to  Minifters  in  exe- 
cution of  thair  offices,  and  to  punifch  according  to  the  qualitie  of  the  crjnies, 
according  to  the  form  of  puniQiment  to  be  given  in  be  the  Kirk ;  and  that 
his  Hienes  wald  appoint  Mr  Johne  Skeine  for  Procurator  to  the  Minifters 
that  are  fo  injured. 

2.  That  ane  a6l  of  Parliament  may  be  made  concerning  the  depofition  of 
Minifters,  and  the  caufes  at  lenth  to  be  expreft  in  this  article. 

3.  That  the  benefices  vaikand  be  difponit  to  the  Minifters  [at  the  kirk] 
quher  the  benefice  vaikes,  if  they  be  abill,  according  to  the  meaning  of  them 
that  conferred  at  Striveling. 


Anent  the  Kings  Petitiouns. 

As  to  the  firft  petitioun  concerning  the  formeing  of  the  Articles  aggreit 
upon  in  the  Conference  :  The  Kirk  appoints  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  David 
Lindfay,  Johne  Skene,  Thomas  Craig  and  Johne  Craig,  to  that  efFe6l. 

As  to  the  fecond  :  Delayit  quhill  afternoone. 

As  to  the  third  :   Reafonable  and  aggreeit  on. 

The  haill  reft  referrit  to  reafoning  at  afternoone. 

The  tenour  of  the  Kings  Majefties  Petitiouns  givin  in  be  his  Hienes 
Commillioner. 

Inftru6liouns  to  our  truftie  and  welbelovit  William  Cuninghame 
of  Caprintoun,  dire6l  be  vs,  with  advyfe  of  the  Lords  of  our 
Secreit  Counfell,  to  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Minifters 
of  the  Kirk  conveinit  at  Glafgow,  the  20  of  Apryle  1581. 

ge  fall  delyver  our  letter  vnto  them,  and  let  them  vuderftand,  that  fick 
of  thair  number  as  travellit  with  vs,  having  defyrit  of  vs  anluer  to  thair 
articles  fend  from  the  Affemblie  haldin  in  Dundie  3  Julij   laft,   We  caulit 
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fome  of  our  Counfell  conferre  with  them  feverall  tymes  in  October  lull, 
as  alfo  now  of  late  ;  quhilkis  all  finds  the  matter  towards  the  thrids  of  the 
benefices  mentionat  in  the  firll  of  the  iaids  articles,  as  the  fame  is  ther  re- 
quyrit,  not  to  be  the  readieft  [meine],  either  to  make  the  Minifters  afliired  of 
thair  flipends  and  livings,  or  get  to  make  vs  to  have  any  reafonabill  fupport 
therby,  for  reliefe  of  the  commoun  charges  of  our  eftate  ;  ther  being  ib 
great  alteration  and  diminutioun  of  the  rents,  and  fo  great  confufioun 
vtherwayes  entrit  in  that  matter,  dureing  thir  xx  geirs  and  more  now  by- 
paft ;  and  that  therby  ther  behooves  ane  forme  and  ordour  to  be  prefcryvit 
vnto,  mair  licklie  to  have  continuance  to  the  pofteritie  to  come,  to  the  re- 
moving of  all  occafions  of  complaint.  For  the  furtherance  therof,  ther  is, 
be  commandment  and  advyce  of  fick  of  our  Counfell,  and  the  Minifters  as 
conferrit  in  this  purpofe,  Ibme  forme  drawin,  how  Elderlliips  may  be  con- 
llitute  of  a  certaine  number  of  parochines  [lyand]  togither  ;  fmall  paro- 
chines  to  be  vnited,  and  the  great  to  be  divydit,  for  the  better  fuftentatioun 
of  the  Miniflrie,  and  the  more  commodious  refort  of  the  commoun  peij)le 
to  thair  kirks. 

There  is  alfo  [drawn]  the  forme  of  [a]  letter  of  ours  to  be  wrytiu  to 
fome  of  the  principall  noble  and  gentle  men,  and  certaine  of  the  Minilters 
within  the  bounds  of  every  Elderfchip,  to  conveine,  advyfe,  and  report 
thair  advyce  to  vs  in  things  requyrit  be  vs  in  our  faid  letter,  betuixt  and 
the  24<  day  of  Junij  nixt.  This  We  thoght  convenient  to  communicat  with 
50U  to  the  Affemblie  now  to  be  conveinit  at  Glafgow,  requyreing  them, 
in  our  name,  to  confidder  therof,  and  to  fend  vs  thair  opinioun  and  judge- 
ment anent  this  intendit  wark,  and  of  any  thing  that  they  wold  wifch 
either  to  be  addit  or  diminifchit  in  the  forme  of  our  letter  or  vtherwayes, 
befor  the  fame  falbe  dire6lit :  quheranent  if  care  and  diligence  falbe  takin 
be  them,  as  our  intentioun,  God  willing,  is  to  doe,  to  the  furtherance  ther- 
of, as  becomes  vs,  We  have  no  doubt  but  God  fall  fend  fruitfull  fuccefle 
of  our  travells,  to  the  removing  of  the  great  diffordours  and  confufiouns 
now  Handing  for  want  of  reformation. 

Thefe  grounds  advyfit  weill  and  aggreit  vpon,  appeirantlie  it  fall  not 
only,  with  reafonable  tyme,  make  the  Minifters  be  furelie  provydit  of  thair 
livings,  bot  it  fall  bring  the  ecclefiatticall  difcipline  to  be  farre  better  exer- 
cifed  and  execute  over  all  this  realme  nor  it  is  prefentlie  ;  It  being  de- 
clarit,  firft,  what  every  Prelbitery  lall  cognofce  vpon  ;  nixt,  quhat  falbe 
in  every  Synodall  Affemblie  ;    and  laft,   quhat  caufes  falbe  devolvit  to  the 
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Generall  AfTemblie  ;  and  quhat  perfons  fall  ordourlie  neid  to  repare  ther- 
to,  and  have  vote  therin.  The  report  of  thir  our  letters  returning  againe 
the  fooner,  it  may  be  provydit  with  diligent  travells,  that  the  good  or- 
dour  now  intendit  may  take  beginning  at  the  firft  day  of  November  nixt 
without  langer  delay.  And  if  our  Parliament,  vpon  any  neceffar  occaiioun, 
falbe  conveinit  in  the  meane  tyme,  the  fame  ordour,  or  ia  meikle  therof 
as  falbe  in  readines,  may  be  paft  and  approvit  in  forme  of  law. 

The  fecond  article  was  anlberit  in  lick  fort  as  We  truft  they  were  fatil- 
fied  with. 

To  anfuer  the  thrid  article,  the  defyre  therof  muft  be  more  Ipeciall  befor 
it  receive  ane  fpeciall  anfuer. 

They  have  to  confidder  in  whofe  default  and  negligence  the  perfons, 
complainit  vpon  in  the  fourth  article,  remaines  vnpunifchit. 

Our  anfuer  to  the  fyft  article  is  fufficient,  quhill,  vpon  farder  advyfc,  it 
may  be  made  more  fpeciall. 

We  doubt  not  alfo  bot  our  anfuer  to  the  lixt  article  falbe  found  reafon- 
able  vpon  fpeciall  conference  had  theranent ;  and  that  thair  deiyre,  if  it 
were  grantit  in  the  forme  requyrit,  could  not  but  induce  [fome]  incon- 
venients. 

Ther  is  ordour  takin  anent  the  defyre  of  the  fevinth  article. 

There  is  fome  ordour  alreadie  begun  for  the  farther  help  and  confort  of 
the  Erie  of  Arran,  quhilk  falbe  followit  as  occalion  fall  ferve. 

We  have  caulit  and  [yet]  will  caufe  the  Conference  to  be  keipit,  for  the 
furth  fetting  of  all  things  requilite,  that  may  fett  fordwart  the  Policie, 
quhill  the  fame  may  be  eftablifchit  be  law. 

Our  former  anfuers  are  reafonable  ;  and  no  infilling  hes  bein  in  the 
contrair  in  the  matters  fenfyne. 

Moreover,  ge  fall  let  the  Aflemblie  vnderftand,  that,  in  the  particular 
conference  bygane,  fundrie  matters  hes  bein  aggreit  vpon,  in  generall 
termes,  as  they  were  talkit  and  put  in  memoir  ;  but  get  are  not  put  in 
fick  formes  and  termes  as  it  were  meitt  to  put  them  in  Articles  to  our 
Ellates  in  Parliament,  to  be  paft  and  approvit  as  particular  laws  :  and 
therfor  let  the  Affemblie  appoint  fome  of  thair  number  to  extend  and  put 
thir  articles  in  fick  forme  and  ordour  as  they  wald  wifch  them  to  be  paft 
in  Parliament ;   Ipeciallie  in  thir  heids : 

That  the  Alfemblie  will  inquyre  and  cauie  informc  vs   of  the  fpeciall 
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names  of  the  perlbns  culpable  of  the  faults  notit  in  the  Afil  of  thair  laft 
Aflemblie  haldin  at  Dundie,  viz. 

That  the  Bifchops  and  CommilTioners  may  be  admonifchit  to  refufe 
Reidars  the  titles  of  benefices  vaikand  fen  the  firll  day  of  November  laft 
bypaft,  althogh  prefentation  have  hapnit  or  happin  to  be  [made  after  that 
fort.] 

That  the  AiTemblie  declare  how  many  fufficient  and  weill  qualified  Mi- 
nifters  ther  is  prefentlie  in  Scotland,  and  in  quhat  place  they  wifch  them 
rathereft  to  ferve. 

And  that  they  give  thair  advyce,  how  the  remanent  kirks,  quhervnto  Mi- 
nifters  cannot  be  had  prefentlie,  may  be  fervit,  quhill  mair  Minifters  may 
be  had,  and  that  the  prefent  auld  poffeflburs  of  the  benefices  be  departit 
this  lyfe. 

That  they  give  vs  thair  opinioun  and  advyce  of  that  portioun  of  the 
rents  pertaining  to  the  kirks  befor  the  alteratioun  of  religioun,  quhilk  they 
think  fall  fall  to  vs,  in  cace  all  benefices  were  now  vaikand  :  And  in  the 
meane  tyme  quhill  they  be,  quhat  We  fall  have  geirlie  for  the  fupport  of 
our  eftate  and  publick  affaires  of  our  realme. 

That  they  conlidder  the  forme  and  proceiding,  how  the  taxt  for  the  fpi- 
rituall  mens  part  falbe  payit  in  tymes  coming. 

As  alfo  to  make  vs  fome  licklie  and  good  overture  for  the  perfonages 
that  fall  occupie  the  place  of  our  fpirituall  eftate  in  Parliament  in  tymes 
coming,  after  the  deceis  of  the  prefent  poffeiTours  in  the  place,  in  refpedl 
of  the  great  decay  of  the  rents  therof. 

That  they  fend  vs  thair  good  advyce,  how  a  forme  of  judgement  may 
be  eftablifchit,  quhill  a  Parliament,  for  calling  of  perl'ons  provydit  to  bene- 
fices fen  our  coronatioun,  to  be  depryvit  therfra,  vpon  the  claufe  irritant 
containit  in  thair  provifiouns,  for  not  doing  thair  duetie  in  thair  vocatiouns, 
bot  leaving  thair  charges  and  midling  with  thair  i'ecular  benefices. 

That  the  Affemblie  give  thair  advyce  vpon  the  forme  of  prefentatioun 
that  We  fall  give  [to  thefe]  to  be  provydit  to  benefices,  if  this  ordour  take 
eflfe^l ;  quhom  to  our  prefentation  falbe  dire6lit ;  quhat  falbe  the  forme  and 
ordour  of  the  tryall ;  and  how  fall  the  perfon  prelentit  be  tryed  ;  and  quhat 
forme  of  admiffion  or  coUatioun. 
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For  ane  ground  thir  heids  are  to  be  conCdderit. 

That  befyde  the  Dyocie  of  Argyle  and  of  the  Yles,  of  quhilks  bounds 
never  rentalls  was  get  givin  up,  ther  is  in  Scotland  about  nyne  hundreth 
and  twentie  foure  kirks,  comptand  fyve  fcore  to  the  hundreth.  Of  thir 
fundrie  are  pendicles  and  fmall  parochines,  and  many  kirks  demolifchit. 
Some  parochines  alfo  are  of  greater  bounds  nor  the  parochiners  may  con- 
veine  convenientlie  to  thair  paroch  kirks.  It  has  bein  thoght  meit,  there- 
for, to  reduce  thir  nyne  hundreth  and  twentie  foure  kirks  to  vj",  and  at 
every  kirk  to  have  a  Minifter  ;  thair  ftipends  and  livings  to  be  [modified]  in 
four  degries. 

Ane  hundreth  at v"  marks  the  peice. 

Two  hundreth  at iij'  marks  the  peice. 

Two  hundreth  at    .  , c  lb  the  peice. 

Ane  hundreth  at c  marks  the  peice. 

Or  fomewhat  more  or  leffe,  as  it  may  be  neir  thir  fowmes,  beneath  or 
above. 

All  flipends  and  livings  to  be  modified  according  to  the  poffibilitie  of  the 
rents  payit  in  that  place. 

Thir  confideratiouns  are  to  be  takin  in,  altho  all  the  benefices  were  pre- 
fentlie  vaikand. 

Quher  the  perfonage  and  viccarage  penfion  at  any  kirk  are  now  feverall 
benefices,  to  be  all  vnited  and  annexit  in  ane,  for  the  better  fuftaining  of  the 
Miniiler  ther. 

Thir  fax  hundreth  kirks  to  be  divydit  in  fiftie  Prefbyteries,  twelve  to 
every  Prelbytrie,  or  therabout. 

Thrie  of  thir  Prefbyteries,   or  moe  or  fewer,  as  the  countrey  lyis,  to 

make  ane  Diocie,  according  to  ane  forme  after  following,  to  be  conlidderit  of. 

Of  thir  number,  certaine  of  Prefbyteries ,  falbe  the  Synodall  Allemblie  : 

and  ilk  Synodall  Alfemblie  fall   appoint  the  place  within  that  province  for 

thair  nixt  Synodall. 

Of  perfons  dire6l  from  the  Synodall  Alfemblies,  fall  the  General  Alfem- 
blie  conlift. 

Kirks  divydit  in  quarters,  to  be  provydit  to  ane  man ;  and  if  thefe  quar- 
ters be  annexit  to  any  vther  benefices,  the  quarters  to  be  dilleverit  out  of 
the  provifion  of  the  perfons  to  be  provydit  to  thefe  benefices,  quhen  they 
vaik. 
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The  kirks  divydit  inter  Prebendaries,  to  be  given  to  the  Minifters  as 
they  vaik. 

All  benefices  provydit  to  Minifters,  to  be  divydit  the  geir  of  thair  de- 
ceife,  equallie  betwixt  thair  wyves,  bairnes,  or  executours,  and  the  intrant 
Minifters. 

Jong  men  new  comeing  from  the  fchooles,  falbe  only  promovit  to  the 
benefices  and  ftipends  of  the  loweft  degrie  ;  and  the  eldeft,  of  greateft 
[learning]  judgement  and  experience,  to  be  promotit  to  the  higheft  rank  ; 
and  fo  to  afcend  gradatim,  as  they  falbe  judgit  and  tryed  worthieft,  from 
thrie  geir  to  thrie  geir,  for  better  efchewing  of  ambition  and  avarice  ;  and 
that  the  charge  of  the  greateft  congregations  fall  not  be  committed  to  the 
gong  Minifters  at  the  firft,  nor  fall  they  be  preferritt  to  the  eldeft,  of 
greater  gravitie  and  judgement,  at  the  firft. 

The  eftate  of  all  Prebendaries  to  be  agnofcit  and  confidderit,  quhilks 
are  foundit  vpon  the  teinds  of  the  paroch  kirks,  and  quhilks  are  temporall 
lands ;  to  the  eff"e6l  that  iick  Prebendaries  as  are  foundit  vpon  teinds,  may 
accreafe  to  the  living  of  the  Minifters  lerving  at  the  kirks  ;  and  the  vthers  to 
be  provydit  for  the  help  of  the  fchooles  in  the  beft  forme  that  may  be  devylit. 

And  alwayes  the  Lawit  Patronages  to  remain  haill  and  vnioynit  or  un- 
divydit,  except  it  be  with  confent  of  the  Patrons. 


Ane  forme  of  the  Prefljiteries  and  Dyocies. 


Orknay, 
Cathnes, 


Edenburgh, 


Haddingtoun, 


{Ting  well. 
Kirkwall. 
r  Weik. 
(,  Dornoch. 
f  Striveling. 
y  Linlithgow. 
J  Edenburgh. 
'  Dalkeith. 

{Haddingtoun. 
Dumbar. 
r  Channonrie. 
■\  Tayne. 
V.  Dingwall. 


Murray, 


Bamfe, 


Aberdein, 


Angus, 


/"Forres. 
<  Elgin. 
^  Inuernes. 

{Bamfe. 
Deir. 
Kildrimmie. 

r  Aberdein. 
-\  Inuerrourie. 
V  Kincardononeill. 

{Dundie. 
Keiremure. 
Kethenis. 
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Mernes, 


{Beruoy. 
Fordoun. 
{Perth. 
Dunkeld. 
Creiff. 
rSan6l  Androes. 
San6l  Androes,  -?  Falkland. 

V  Dumfermling-. 
^  Chirnefyde. 
'  Dunce. 
!  Kelfo. 
Jedburt. 
Melros. 


^Lanerick. 
Glafgow,       -?  Glafgow. 

vDumbartan. 


Jedbrugh, 


Peblis 


{Melros. 
Peiblis. 
Biffsrer. 


Air, 


Galloway, 


^  Air. 
J  Irwing. 
J  Mayboill. 
^  Commonell. 

{Quhitterne. 
Kirkudbright. 


£  Dumfreis. 

1-.      f    •  J  Penpont. 

Dumireis,        <  ^      f      , 

J  Lochmabane. 

C  Annand. 


Seffio  8a- 

Anent  the  report  of  the  brether  appointit  to  confidder  the  placeing  of 
the  kirks  givin  in  to  them  in  rowis,  and  to  report  thair  judgement  quhat 
the}'  think  meit  to  be  reformit  therin  :  A  great  part  of  the  faid  rowis 
beand  reproduceit  with  thair  judgement,  quhilk  they  prefentlie  could  re- 
folve  vpon  in  fick  fliortnes  of  tyme,  quhill  they  be  farther  relblvit  with  ad- 
vyce  of  the  Countreyes,  the  haill  Airemblie  thocht  meitt,  that  ane  begin- 
ning be  had  of  the  Prefbyteries  inilantlie,  in  the  places  after  following,  to 
be  examplatour  to  the  reft  that  may  be  eftablifhed  heirafter. 


The  Prelbitrie  of  Edenbursrh. 


Edenbiirgh. 

Halirudehoufe. 

Caftell  of  Edenburgh. 

The  Weft  toun  of  Dudinftoun. 

Leith. 

Reftalrig. 

Muffilburgh. 


Natoune. 

San6l  Cuthbert. 

Corftorphine. 

Cram  on  t. 

Gogar. 

Ratho. 

Kirknewtoun. 


1581, 


UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND. 


4-83 


Currie. 

Sandt  Bothones. 


Hayles. 
Libbertoun. 


The  Prelbiterie  of  Dundie. 


Dundie. 

Ballumbie. 

Maynes. 

Strekmairtin. 

Monofuith. 

Morrois. 

Logiedundie. 

Liff. 

Inuergowrie. 

Tealing. 


Lundie. 

Benvie. 

Auchterhoufe. 

Inchftuire. 

Roffie. 

Langforgane. 

Fowles. 

Inueraritie. 

Kirkbuddo. 


The  Prelbitrie  of  San6l  Androes. 


Sandl  Androes. 

San6l  Leonards. 

Seres. 

Craill. 

Anilruther. 

Carnbie. 

Newburne. 

Dinninow. 

Kilconquhar. 

Abercrombie. 

Largo. 


Couper. 

Auchtermoonhe. 

Leuchars. 

Forgund. 

Balmerinoch. 

Logieraurdo. 

Kilmanie. 

Dairfie. 

Kenbeg. 

Kilrannie. 


The  Prelbitrie  of  Perth. 


Perth. 

KynnowU. 

Kynfawns. 

Methven. 

Pitcairne. 

Kinclevin. 


Logiebryde. 

Auchtergellie. 

Scoone. 

Cambufmichaell. 

[Sana  Martins  Kirk.] 

Tibbermure. 
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Dumberny. 

Pottie. 

Moncreif. 

Rynd. 

Duplin. 

Abernethie. 

Dron. 

Arngolk. 


Mukarfie. 

Forgundinie. 

Aberdagie. 

Forteviot. 

Mongie. 

Regortowne. 

Loncardie. 

Trinitiegafk. 


The  Prelbitrie  of  Stirling. 


Cambufkenneth. 

Logy. 

Dumblane. 

Lycrop. 

Kilbryde. 

Aberfull. 

Port. 

Clackmannan. 

Tulliebodie. 

Tullieallan. 

Kilmadock. 

Kinkairne. 


Sandl  Ninians  Kirk  to  be 

divydit. 
Lairbar. 
Dunipace. 
Kirk  of  Muir. 
Kippen. 
Alvethe. 
Tilliecutrie. 
Kilmahugo. 
Leny. 

Calendrethe. 
Airth. 
Bothkenner. 


The  Prelbitrie  of  Glafgovv. 


Glafgow. 

Campfie. 

Fintrie. 

Strabran. 

Calder. 

Monkland. 

Lengie. 

Ranfrew. 

Inchinnan. 

Cambuflang. 


Rutherglen. 

Carmannock. 

Bothwell. 

Shottis. 

Paiflay. 

Mernis. 

Neilfoun. 

Kilbryde. 

Torreis. 

Go  van. 
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Blantyre. 

Cathcart. 

Eiftwood. 

Monyabrock. 

The  Prelbitrie  of  Air. 

Air. 

Auchinleck. 

Alloway. 

Machleine. 

Tarbolton. 

Gaftoun. 

Barnwell. 

Queiltoun. 

Cumnock. 

Craigy. 

Monktoun. 

Rickartoun. 

San6l  Kevocks. 

Dundonnald. 

Preftick. 

Symontoun. 

Vchiltrie. 

rhe  Prelbitrie 

of  Irwing. 

Irwing. 

Dunlop. 

Large. 

Kilburnie. 

Kilbryde. 

Baith. 

Ardroffan. 

Kilmauers. 

Kilwinning. 

Preftoun. 

Kilmarnock. 

Dreghorne. 

Loudon. 

Stevinfoun. 

Dairy. 

The 

>  Prelbitrie  of 

Haddingtoun. 

Haddingtoun. 

North  Berwick. 

Elftanford. 

Pencaitland. 

Sandl  Martins  Kirk. 

Saltoun. 

Bowden. 

Tranent, 

Soutray. 

Seatoun. 

Bothanis. 

Barro. 

Morhame. 

Garwat. 

Ormeftoun. 

Fala. 

Aberladie. 

Keithmerfchell. 

Gulan. 

Keithhumbie. 
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The  Prefbitrie  of  Dumbar. 

Dumbar.  Quhitinghame. 

Spott.  Stentoun. 

Lyntoun  or  Prefton  Kirk.  Whyte  Kirk. 

Inuerweik.  Bafs. 

Auldhamftocks.  Auldham. 

Coldbrandfpeth.  Tynninghame. 
Auld  Cammous. 

The  Prefbitrie  of  Chirnefyde. 

Chirnefyde.  Hiltoun. 

Foulden.  Whitfome. 

Mordingtoun.  Edrem. 

Coldinghame.  Boncle. 

Aittoun.  Preftoun. 

Lambertoun.  Elian. 

Huttoun.  San6l  Bothanes. 

Fifchuick.  Dunfe. 

Horneden.  Langformagus. 

Vpfettlingtoun.  Cranfchawis. 

Lannell.  Langtoun. 

Hirfell.  Foggow. 

Simpren.  Svvintoun. 

The  Preibitrie  of  Lynlithgow. 

Lynlithgow.  Torphichen. 

Bynnie.  Bathcat. 

Caldercottis.  Livingftoun. 

Caldercleir.  Kynneill. 

Strabrock.  Carridden. 

Inchmachane.  Slamannen. 

Kirklifloune.  Abercorne. 

Auld  Cathie.  Falkirk. 
Drummanie. 
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The  Prefbitrie  of  Dumfermling. 

Dumfermling.  Dyfert. 

Carnock.  Weyniis. 

Inuerkeithing.  Methel. 

RaiFyth.  Kinglaffie. 

Auchterdyrie.  Culros. 

Ballingarrie.  Crumble. 

Aberdoure.  Torrie. 

Dalgettie.  Salein. 

Auchtertoole.  Cleilcli. 

Kirkaldie.  Muckart. 

Kinghorne  Eafter.  Dolour. 

Kinghorne  Wefter.  Glendowan. 

And  to  the  effe6l  this  ordour  of  Elderfliips  may  be  eftablifchit  in  the 
laids  townes  with  the  better  expedient  and  more  convenient  forme,  the 
Kirk  hes  namit  the  brethren  vnderwrytin  to  take  care  and  travells,  to  fie 
the  fame  conflitute  betuixt  and  the  lail  day  of  May  nixt  to  come,  viz.  for 
Lowthiane,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Adame  Johnftoun,  James  Carmichaell  ;  for 
Fyfe,  David  Fergufone,  Thomas  Buchannan  ;  for  Angus,  the  Laird  of 
Dun,  William  Chryftefone,  James  Anderfon,  James  Melvill ;  for  Stirling 
and  Lynlithgow,  Robert  Montgomerie,  Johne  Duncanfone,  the  Bifchop 
of  Dumblane  ;  for  Glalgow,  Andro  Hay,  Thomas  Smeitoun,  Andro  Pol- 
wart,  and  the  Bifchop  of  Glafgow  ;  for  Air  and  Irwing,  Johne  Porterfeild, 
Johne  ^ong  and  Johne  Mackorne  ;  for  the  Mers,  Johne  Clappertoun, 
Patrick  Gaits  ;  for  Perth,  the  Minifter  ther,  William  Rynd,  and  William 
Edmeftoun  :  Ordaining  every  Elderfchip  in  the  firft  Affemblie  to  be 
haldin,  to  choofe  out  of  thair  number  ane  Moderatour  to  continue  to  the 
nixt  Synodall  Aflemblie. 


Seffio  9"-      [28  Aprile  158 L] 

Forlameikle  as  travells  hes  bein  takin  in  the  forming  of  the  Policie  of 
the  Kirk,  and  diverfe  futes  made  to  the  Magiftrat  for  approbation  therof ; 
quhilk  albeit  as  get   hes  not  takin  the  happie  effefil  that  good  men  wald 
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crave  ;  get  that  the  pofleritie  I'ould  judge  weill  of  the  prelent  age,  and  of 
the  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk,  the  AlTemblie  hes  concludit,  That  the  Booke 
of  Policie  aggreeit  to  befor,  in  diverfe  AfTemblies,  fould  be  regiftrat  in  the 
A6ls  of  the  Kirk,  and  to  remaine  therin,  ad  perpetuam  rei  memoriam,  and 
the  copies  therof  to  be  takin  be  every  Prelbyterie  :  Of  the  quhilk  the 
tenour  followes. 


HEADIS  AND  CONCLUSIONIS  OF  THE  POLICIE  OF 
THE  KIRK. 

Off  the  Kirk  and   Policie   thairof  in   general!,   and   quhairin  it  is 
different  frome  the  Ciuill  Policie.     Cap.  I. 

1.  The  Kirk  of  God  fumtymis  is  lairgelie  takine  for  all  tharae  that  pro- 
feffis  the  Evangell  of  Jefus  Chryll,  and  fo  it  is  ane  company  and  felloTv- 
Ichipe,  not  onlie  of  the  godlie,  hot  alfo  of  hypocritis  profeffing  alwayis 
outwartlie  ane  trew  religioun. 

2.  Vther  tymis  it  is  takine  for  the  godlie  and  ele6l  onlie. 

3.  And  llinitymis  for  thame  quho  exerce  the  fpirituall  fundlioun  amangis 
the  congregatioun  of  thame  that  profes  the  trewth. 

4.  The  Kirk,  in  this  laft  fence,  hes  ane  certane  power  grantit  be  God, 
according  to  the  quhilk  it  vfis  ane  proper  jurifdi6lioun  and  gouernament, 
exercit  to  the  confort  of  the  haill  Kirk. 

5.  This  power  ecclefiafticall  is  ane  au6loritie  grantit  be  God  the  Fader, 
throch  the  Mediatour  Jefus  Chryft,  vnto  his  Kirk,  gadderit  and  haveing 
the  grund  in  the  Word  of  God  ;  to  be  put  in  executioun  be  thame,  vnto 
quhom  the  fpirituall  gouernament  of  the  Kirk,  be  lauchfuU  calling,  is 
committit. 

6.  The  Policie  of  the  Kirk,  flowing  fra  this  powar,  is  ane  ordour  or 
forme  of  fpirituall  gouernament,  quhilk  is  exercit  be  the  memberis  appointit 
thairto  be  he  Word  of  God  ;  and  thairfoir  is  gevine  immediatlie  to  the 
office  beraris,  be  quhome  it  is  exerceit  to  the  weill  of  the  haill  bodie. 

7.  This  powar  is  diuerdie  vfit :  for  lumtymes  it  is  feuerallie  exerceit, 
(cheiflie  be  the  teacheris  ;)    fumtyme  coniun6llie,   be  nnituall  confent  of 
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thanie  that  bear  the  office  and  charge,  efter  the  forme  of  iiigement.  The 
formar  is  commounlie  callit  Poteftas  Ordinis,  and  the  vther  Poteftas  Juril- 
di6lionis. 

8.  Thefe  tua  kyndis  of  power  haue  bayth  ana  authoritie,  ane  grund,  and 
ane  finall  cans  ;  bot  ar  different  in  the  maner  and  forme  of  execiitioun,  as 
is  euident  of  the  fpeiking  of  oure  Maifler  In  the  16  and  18  of  Mathew. 

9.  This  power  and  policie  eccleliaflicall  is  different  and  diflin6l,  in  the 
awin  nature,  fra  that  power  and  policie  quhilk  is  callit  the  ciuile  power, 
and  oppertenit  to  the  ciuile  gouernament  of  the  commoun  wealth  :  albeit 
they  be  baith  of  God,  and  tend  to  ane  end,  gif  they  be  rychtlie  vied,  to 
witt,  to  aduance  the  glorie  of  God,  and  to  haue  godlie  and  guid  lubiedlis. 

10.  For  this  power  eccleiiafticall  fiowis  immediatelie  frome  God,  and 
the  Mediator  Chrift  Jefus,  and  is  fpirituall,  not  having  ane  temporale  head 
in  earth,  bot  onlie  Chrift,  the  onlie  fpirituall  King  and  Gouernour  of  his 
Kirk. 

11.  Thairfore  this  power  and  policie  of  the  Kirk  fould  lene  vpoun  the 
Word  of  God  immediatlie,  as  the  only  grund  thairof,  and  fuld  be  tane 
frome  the  pure  fontanis  of  the  Schriptouris,  heiring  the  woce  of  Chrift,  the 
onlie  fpirituall  King,  and  being  rewlit  be  his  lawis. 

12.  It  is  ane  tytle  fallie  vfurpit  be  Antichrift,  to  call  himfelf  head  of  the 
Kirk,  and  aucht  not  to  be  attribuittit  to  angell  nor  to  man,  of  quhat  eftait 
foeuer  he  be,  faifing  to  Chrift,  the  head  and  onylie  monarche  in  the  Kirk. 

13.  It  is  proper  to  kings,  princes,  and  magiflratis,  to  be  callit  lordis  and 
dominatouris  ower  thaire  fubiedlis,  quhom  they  governe  ciuillie  ;  bot  it  is 
propir  to  Chryft  onlie  to  be  callit  Lord  and  Maifter  in  the  fpirituall  gouer- 
nament of  the  Kirk  :  and  all  vtheris  that  bearis  office  thairin,  aucht  not  to 
vliirp  dominioun  thairin,  nor  be  callit  Lordis,  bot  onlie  minifleris,  dilci- 
pulis,  and  feruandis  ;  for  it  is  Chriftis  propir  office  to  command  and  reull 
his  Kirk  vniuerfale,  and  euerie  particulare  Kirk,  throw  his  Spirite  and 
Woord,  be  the  miniftre  of  men. 

14.  Nochtwithftanding,  as  the  minifleris,  and  vtheris  of  the  eccleiiaf- 
ticall efteat,  ar  fubieft  to  the  magiftrat  ciuille,  fua  aucht  the  perfoun  of 
the  magiftrat  be  fubiedl  to  the  Kirk  fpirituallie,  and  in  eccleiiafticall 
gouernament. 

15.  And  the  exercife  of  baith  thefe  juri(di6lionis  can  not  ftand  in  ane 
perfoun  ordinarlie. 

3q 
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16.  The  ciuile  power  is  callit  the  power  of  the  fword  ;  the  vther  is  callit 
the  power  of  the  keyis. 

17.  The  ciuile  power  fliuld  command  the  Ipirituall  to  exercife  and  do 
thair  office,  according-  to  the  Woord  of  God  :  The  fpirituall  rewlaris 
Ihuld  require  the  Chrifliane  magiftrat  to  minifter  iuftice,  and  puneflie  vyce, 
and  to  mantene  the  libertie  and  quietnes  of  the  Kirk  within  thair  boundis. 

18.  The  magiftrat  commandit  externall  thingis  for  externall  peax  and 
quietnes  amangis  the  fubie6lis  :  The  miniftrie  handlit  externall  thingis 
onlie  for  conlcience  caus. 

19.  The  magiftrat  handlit  only  externall  thingis  and  a6tionis  done  befoir 
men  :  Bott  the  fpirituall  rewlaris  iuge  baith  inward  effedlionis  and  exter- 
nall a6tionis,  in  refpedl  of  confcience,  be  the  Woord  of  God. 

20.  The  ciuile  magiftrat  cravis  and  gettis  obedience  be  the  fwoord,  and 
vther  externall  meanis  ;  hot  the  miniftrie  be  the  fpirituall  fwoord,  and 
fpirituall  meanis. 

21.  The  magiftrat  nather  aucht  to  preache,  minifter  the  facramentis,  nor 
execute  the  cenfouris  of  the  Kirk,  nor  git  prefcryue  ony  reuU  whow  it 
fliuld  be  done  ;  bot  command  the  minifteris  to  obferue  the  reuU  com- 
mandit in  the  Woord,  and  punefche  the  tranfgrefl'ouris  be  ciuile  meanis. 
The  Minifteris  exerce  not  the  ciuill  iurifdi6lioun,  bot  teacheis  the  magif- 
trat whow  it  fliuld  be  exerciiit  according  to  the  Worde. 

22.  The  magiftrat  aucht  to  affift,  mantene,  and  fortefie  the  iurifdiclioun 
of  the  Kirk.  The  minifteris  fliuld  aifift  thair  princes  in  all  thingis  aggre- 
able  to  the  Woord  ;  prouyding  they  negledl  not  thair  awin  charge,  be 
involwing  thame  felffis  in  ciuile  effearis. 

23.  Finalie,  As  minifteris  ar  fubie6l  to  the  iugement  and  punifliment  of 
the  magiftratis  in  externall  thingis,  gif  thay  offend  ;  i'wa  aucht  the  magif- 
trattis  to  fubmit  thame  felffis  to  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk,  gif  thai  trani- 
gres  in  materis  of  confcience  and  religioun. 


Off  the  Partis  of  the  Policie  of  the  Kirk,  and  Perfonis  or  Office  beraris 
to  quhom  the  adminiftratioun  thairof  is  committit.     Cap.  II. 

1.  As  in  the  ciuile  policie,  the  haill  commoune  wealth  confiftet  in  thame 
that  ar  gouernoinis  or  magiftrattis,  and  thame  that  ar  gouernit  or  fub- 
iedlis ;    fa,  in  the  policie  of  the  Kirk,  fum  ar  appoyntit  to  be  rewlaris,  and 
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the  reft  of  the  membris  thairof  to  be  rewlit  and  obey,  according  to  the 
Woord  of  God,  and  infpiratioun  of  his  Spirite,  alwayis  vnder  ane  head  and 
cheif  gouernour,  Jefus  Chrift. 

2.  Agane,  The  haill  policie  of  the  Kirk  confiftit  in  three  cheif  things  : 
In  do6lrene,  in  difcipline,  and  diftributioiin.  With  dodlrene  is  annexit 
the  adminiftratioun  of  the  lacramentis. 

3.  And  according  to  the  partis  of  this  diuifioun,  arryfit  ane  threfauld  Tort 
of  officiaris  in  the  Kirk  ;  to  wit,  of  minifteris  or  preacheris  ;  of  elderis  or 
gouernouris  ;  of  deacones  or  diftributaris  :  And  all  thefe  may  be  callit  be 
ane  generall  worde,  Minifteris  of  the  Kirk. 

4.  For  albeit  the  Kirk  of  God  be  rewlit  and  gouernit  be  Jefus  Chrift, 
quha  is  the  onlie  King,  Hie  Preift,  and  Head  thairof;  git  he  vfes  the  mi- 
niftrie  of  men,  as  ane  raaift  necelTarie  myddis  for  this  purpofe. 

5.  For  fa  he  hes,  fra  tyme  to  tyme,  befoir  the  Law,  vnder  the  Law, 
and  in  tyme  of  the  Evangel),  for  our  greit  conforte,  rafet  vp  men  indewit 
with  the  giftis  of  the  Spirit,  for  the  I'pirituall  gouernament  of  his  Kirk, 
exerceling  be  thame  his  awin  power,  throw  his  Spirit  and  Worde,  to  the 
bTiilding  of  the  fame. 

6.  And  to  tak  away  all  occafioun  of  tyranny,  he  will  that  they  Ibuld 
reull  with  mutuall  content  of  bretherine,  and  equalitie  of  power,  euerie 
ane  according  to  thair  funftionis. 

7.  In  the  New  Teftament,  and  tyme  of  the  Evangell,  he  hes  viit  the 
miniftrie  of  the  Apoftles,  Prophettis,  Euangeliftis,  Paftouris,  and  Do6louris, 
in  adminiftratioun  of  the  Woord  ;  the  Eldarefchip  for  guid  ordour  and 
adminiftratioun  of  difcipline  ;  the  Deaconefchip  to  haue  the  cure  of  the 
ecclefiafticall  guidis. 

8.  Sum  of  thir  ecclefiafticall  fundlionis  ar  ordinare,  and  fum  extraordi- 
nare  or  temporall. 

9.  Thair  be  thrie  extraordinarie  fun6lionis  ;  the  office  of  the  Apoftle,  of 
the  Euangelift,  and  of  the  Propheit,  quhilk  ar  not  perpetuall,  [bot  ferving 
for  the  firft  planting  of  the  Kirk,]  and  haue  now  ceaffit  in  the  Kirk  of 
God  ;  except  quhen  he  pleafed  extraordinarlie,  for  ane  tyme,  to  fteir  vp 
fum  of  thame  agane. 

10.  Thair  is  four  ordinarie  fun6lionis  or  offices  in  the  Kirk  of  God  ; 
the  office  of  the  Pafture,  Minifter,  or  Bifchop  ;  the  office  of  the  Dodlour  ; 
the  Prelbiter  or  Eldar  ;    and  the  Deacone. 

11.  Thir  offices  ar  ordinarie,  and  aucht  to  continew  perpetuallie  in  the 
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Kirk,  as  neceffarie  for  the  gouernament  and  policie  of  the  fame  :  and  na 
ma  offices  audit  to  be  refaueit  or  be  fufferit  in  the  trew  Kirk  of  God,  efta- 
blifliit  according  to  his  Woord. 

12.  Thairfore,  all  the  ambitious  titleis  invented  in  the  Kingdome  of 
Antichrift,  and  in  his  vfurpite  Hierarchie,  quhilk  ar  not  of  ane  of  thais  four 
Ibrtis,  togidder  with  the  offices  dependand  thairvpoun,  in  ane  woorde, 
aucht  to  be  reiecled. 


How  the  Perfonis  that  bear  Eccleliafticall  Fundlionis  ar  admittit 
to  thair  offices.     Cap.  III. 

1.  Vocatioun  or  calling  is  commoun  to  all  that  fould  beare  office  within 
the  Kirk,  quhilk  is  ane  lauchfuU  way,  be  the  quhilk  qualefeit  perfonis  is 
promoittit  to  ane  fpirituall  office  within  the  Kirk  of  God. 

2.  Without  this  lauchfuU  calling,  it  was  neuer  lefum  to  ony  perfoun  to 
middle  with  ony  fundlioun  eccleliafticall. 

3.  Thair  ar  tuo  fortis  of  calling  ;  ane  extraordinare,  be  God  immediat- 
lie,  as  wer  the  Prophettis,  and  Apoftolis,  quhilk,  in  Kirkis  eftablifhed, 
and  Weill  alreddie  reformit,  lies  no  place. 

4.  The  vther  calling  is  ordinare,  quhilk,  belyde  the  calling  of  God,  and 
inward  teflimony  of  guid  conlcience,  lies  the  lauchfuU  approbatioun  and 
outward  iugenient  of  men,  according  to  Godis  Woord,  and  ordour  eftab- 
lilhed  in  his  Kirk. 

5.  Nane  aucht  to  prel'ume  to  enter  in  ony  office  ecclefiallicall,  without 
he  haue  this  guid  tellimonie  of  conlcience  befoir  God,  qulia  onlie  knawis 
the  hartis  of  men. 

6.  This  ordinarie  and  outward  calling  hes  tua  partis  ;  ele6lioun  and 
ordinatioun. 

7.  Eledlioun  is  the  cheiliiig  out  of  ane  perfoun  or  perfonis  maift  able  to 
the  office  that  veakis,  be  the  iugenient  of  the  elderlchip,  and  confent  of  the 
congregatioun,  quhom  to  the  perfoun  or  perfonis  beis  appoyntit. 

8.  The  qualeteis  in  generall  requefit  in  all  thame  quha  fould  bear  charge 
in  the  Kirk,  confiftis  in  foundnes  of  religioun,  and  godlines  of  lyfe,  accord- 
ing as  thay  are  i'ufficientlie  fett  furth  in  the  Woord. 

9.  In  the  ordour  of  eledlioun  it  is  to  be  efchewit,  that  na  perfoun  be 
intrufit  in  ony  of  the  offices  of  the  Kirk,   contrarie  the  will  of  the  congre- 
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gatioun  to  quliom  thay  ar  appointtit,   or   without   the   voce   of  the   elder- 
fchip. 

10.  Nane  aiicht  to  be  intrulit,  or  enterit  in  the  places  alreddie  plantit, 
or  in  ony  rowme  that  veakis  not  for  ony  warldlie  refpedl  :  And  that 
quhilk  is  callit  the  benefice,  aucht  to  be  no  thing  els  bot  the  ilipend  of  the 
minifter  that  is  lauchfullie  callit  and  eledlit. 

11.  Ordinatioun  is  the  feparatioun  and  I'anfclifeing  of  the  perfoun  ap- 
pointit  of  God  and  his  Kirk,  eftir  he  be  weill  tryit  and  fund  quaiefeit. 

12.  The  ceremonies  of  ordinatioun  ar  falling,  ernell  prayer,  and  inipofi- 
tioun  of  handis  of  the  elderfchip. 

13.  All  thir,  as  thay  muft  be  ralit  vp  be  God,  and  be  him  maid  able  for 
the  wark  quhairto  thay  ar  callit ;  fa  aucht  thay  to  knaw  thair  meffage  to  be 
limitat  within  Goddis  Word,  without  the  boundis  of  the  quhilk  thay  aucht 
not  to  pas. 

14.  All  thir  fould  tak  thais  titleis  and  names  onlie,  (left  thay  be  exalted 
and  puft  vp  in  thame  felffis,)  quhilk  the  Scriptouris  gevis  thame,  as  thais 
quhilk  import  laubour,  trauell,  and  work,  and  ar  names  of  offices  and 
feruice  ;  and  not  of  ydilnes,  dignitie,  nor  warldie  honour,  or  preheminence, 
quhilk  be  Chryft  oure  Maifter  is  expretslie  reprouit  and  forbiddin. 

15.  All  thais  office  beraris  fould  haue  thair  awin  particulare  flokkis, 
amangis  quhom  thay  exerce  thair  charge. 

16.  All  fould  mak  relidence  with  thame,  and  tak  the  infpe6lioun  and 
owrficht  of  thame,  euerie  ane  in  his  vocatioun. 

17.  And  generallie,  thir  twa  thingis  aucht  thay  all  to  refpe6l ;  the 
glorie  of  God,  and  edefeing  of  his  Kirk,  in  difchargeing  thair  deweteis  in 
thair  calling. 


Of  the  Office  beraris  in  particular  ;    and  firft,   of  the  Paftouris  and 
Minifteris.     Cap.  IV. 

1.  Pafluris,  or  Bilchopis,  or  Minifteris,  are  thay  quha  ar  appoyntit  to 
particular  congregationis  and  kirkis,  quhilk  they  reiill  be  the  Woord  of 
God,  and  owr  the  quhilk  thay  watche  :  In  refpe6l  quhairof,  they  ar  fum 
tynies  callit  palluris,  becaus  thay  feid  thair  congregatioun  ;  fum  tymes 
epifcopi,  or  bifchoppis,  becaus  thay  watche  aboue  thair  flok  ;  fum  tymes 
minifteris,  be  reafoun  of  thair  feruice  and  office  ;    and  lum  tyme  preftjyterj 
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and  feniouris,  from  the  grauitie  in  maneris,  quhilk  thay  aucht  to  liaue  in 
taking  cair  of  the  fpirituall  gouernament,  quhilk  aucht  to  be  mott  dear 
vnto  thanie. 

2.  Thay  that  ar  callit  to  the  minillrie,  or  that  offer  thame  i'elffis  thairvnto, 
aucht  not  to  be  eledlit,  without  ane  certane  flok  be  affignit  vnto  thame. 

S.  Na  man  aucht  to  ingeir  him  felffe,  or  vfurpe  the  office,  without 
lauchfuU  calling. 

4.  They  quha  ar  anes  callit  be  God,  and  dewlie  eleCled  be  man,  eftir 
that  they  haue  anes  accepted  the  charge  of  the  minillrie,  may  not  leave 
thair  fun6lionis. 

5.  The  defertouris  Ibuld  be  admoneflied  ;  and,  in  caife  of  obftinacie, 
finalie  excommunicat. 

6.  Na  paftour  may  leaue  his  flok  without  licence  of  the  Prouinciall  or 
Nationall  Affemblie  ;  quhilk  gif  he  do,  efter  admonitioun  not  obeyit,  lett 
the  cenfuris  of  the  Kirk  ftrik  vpoun  him. 

7.  Vnto  the  Failure  apperteinis  teacheing  of  the  Word  of  God,  in  feai'oun 
and  out  off  ieafonn,  publiclie  and  priuatlie  ;  alwayis  traveling  to  edefie, 
and  difcharge  his  conscience,  as  Goddis  Worde  prefcryuis  vnto  him. 

8.  Vnto  the  Failure  onlie  appertenis  the  adminillratioun  of  the  lacra- 
mentis,  in  lyk  maner  as  the  miniftratioun  of  the  Woord  ;  for  baith  ar  ap- 
poyntit  be  God  as  meanes  to  teach  ws  ;  the  ane  be  the  eare,  the  vther  be 
the  eeis  and  vther  fenfis,  that  be  baith  knawledge  may  be  tranfferrit  to 
the  mynd. 

9.  It  appertenis,  be  the  fame  reafoun,  to  the  Fafloure  to  pray  for  the 
peple,  and,  namlie,  for  the  flok  committit  to  his  charge  ;  and  to  bleifs  thame 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  quha  will  not  fuffer  the  bliffingis  of  his  faythfuU 
feruand  to  be  frullrat. 

10.  He  aucht  alfo  to  watche  aboue  the  maneris  of  his  flok,  that  the  bet- 
ter he  may  apply  the  do6trine  to  thame,  in  reprehending  the  difTolute  per- 
fonis,  and  exhorting  the  godlie  to  continew  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

11.  It  appertenis  to  the  Minifter,  eftir  lauchfuU  proceding  be  the  Elder- 
fchip,  to  pronunce  the  i'entence  of  binding  and  lowling  vpoun  ony  perfoun, 
according  to  the  power  of  the  keyis  grantit  vnto  the  Kirk. 

12.  It  belangis  to  him  alfua,  eftir  lauchfuU  proceiding  in  the  mater  be 
the  Elderfchip,  to  folemnizat  the  contraft  of  mariage  betuix  thame  that  ar 
jonit  thairin  ;  and  to  pronunce  the  bliifing  of  the  Lord  vpoun  thame  that 
enter  in  the  holie  band  in  the  fear  of  God. 
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13.  And  generalie,  all  publidl  denunciationis  that  ar  to  be  maid  in  the 
Kirk,  befoir  the  congregatioun,  concerning  eccleliafticall  effearis,  belang 
vnto  the  office  of  the  Minifter  ;  for  he  is  as  raeffinger  and  herauld  betwene 
God  and  the  peple,  in  all  theis  effearis. 


Off  Do6louris  and  thair  office  ;   and  of  Scoles.     Cap.   V. 

1.  Ane  of  the  tua  ordinar  and  perpetuall  fundlionis  that  trauell  in  the 
Woorde,  is  the  office  of  the  Do6lour,  quha  may  alfo  be  callit  Prophet, 
Bifchop,  Eldar,  Cathechifare,  that  is,  teacher  of  the  Cathechifme,  and 
Rndimentis  of  religioun. 

2.  His  office  is  to  oppin  vp  the  mynd  of  the  Spirite  of  God  within  the 
Scriptouris,  fimplie,  without  fie  applicationis  as  the  Minifter  vlis,  to  the 
end  that  the  faythfuU  be  inftrufted,  found  do6lrene  be  teachet  ;  and  the 
puretie  of  the  Gofpell  not  corrupted  throch  ignorance  and  euell  opinionis. 

3.  He  is  different  frome  the  Failure,  not  onlie  in  name,  bott  in  duerfitie 
of  giftis  ;  for  to  the  Do6lour  is  gevin  the  woorde  of  knawledge,  to  oppin 
vp,  be  fimple  teacheing,  the  myfteris  of  the  fayth  :  To  the  Paftoure  the 
gift  of  wifdome,  to  apply  the  fame  be  exhortatioun  to  the  maneris  of  the 
flok,  as  occalioun  crauit. 

4.  Vnder  the  name  and  office  of  ane  Dodlour,  we  comprehend  alfo  the 
ordour  of  Scoles,  in  Colleges  and  Vniuerfeteis,  quhilk  hes  bene  frome  tyme 
to  tyme  cairfullie  mantened,  allweill  amangis  the  Jewes  and  Chriftianes  as 
amang  prophane  nationis. 

5.  The  Dodlour  being  ane  Elder,  as  faid  is,  fould  affift  the  Paftoure  in. 
the  gouernament  of  the  Kirk,  and  concurre  with  the  vther  Elderis,  his 
bretherene,  in  all  affemblies  ;  be  reafoun  the  interpretatioun  of  the  Worde, 
(quhilk  is  onlie  Judge  in  eccleliafticall  materis,)  is  committed  to  his  charge. 

6.  Bot  to  preache  vnto  the  peple,  to  minifter  the  facramentis,  and  to 
celebrat  mariages,  pertenis  not  vnto  the  Do6lour,  onles  he  be  vtherwife 
ordourlie  callit :  howbeit,  the  Paftoure  may  teache  in  the  fcoles,  as  he 
quha  hes  alfo  the  gift  of  knawlege,  oftentymes  raeit  thairfoir,  as  the  exem- 
plis  of  Polycarpus  and  vther  do  teftefie. 
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Off  the  Eldaris  and  thair  office.     Cap.  VI. 

1.  The  woorde  Elder,  in  the  Scriptouris,  fumtyme  is  the  name  of  aige, 
fumtyme  of  office. 

2.  Quhen  it  is  the  name  of  ane  office,  fumtyme  it  is  takin  learglie,  com- 
prehending alfn'eill  the  Pailouris  and  DocStouris,  as  thame  quha  ar  com- 
monlie  callit  Seniouris  and  Eldaris. 

3.  In  this  our  diuiiioun,  we  call  thais  Eldaris,  quhom  the  Apoftles  callis 
Prefidentis  or  Gouernouris. 

4.  Thair  office,  as  it  is  ordinarey,  fua  it  is  perpetual),  and  alwayis  necel- 
{'are  in  the  Kirk  of  God. 

5.  The  Eldarfchip  is  ane  fun6lioun  fpirituall,  as  is  the  Miniftre. 

6.  Elderis  aenis  lauchfullie  callit  to  the  office,  and  haueing  giftis  of  God 
meit  to  exercife  the  fame,  may  not  leif  it  agane. 

7.  Albeit  lie  ane  nomber  of  Eldaris  may  be  cholin  in  certane  congrega- 
tionis,  that  ane  part  of  thame  may  releif  ane  vther  for  ane  reffonable  fpace, 
as  wes  amangis  the  Leveittis  vnder  the  Law,  in  feruing  of  the  Temple. 

8.  The  nowmber  of  Elderis  in  euerie  congregatioun  cannot  weill  be 
limitat,  bot  fould  be  according  to  the  boundis  and  neceffitie  of  the  peple. 

9.  It  is  not  neceffar  that  all  Elderis  be  alfo  teachearis  of  the  Woord, 
albeit  cheiflie  thay  aucht  to  be  lie  ;   and  fua  ar  worthie  of  double  honour. 

10.  Quhat  maner  of  perlbnes  thay  aucht  to  be,  we  refer  to  the  expres 
Word,  and  namely,  the  Canones  writtin  be  the  Apoftles. 

11.  Thair  office  is,  alfweill  feueralie  as  coniun6llie,  to  watche  diligentlie 
vpoun  the  flok  committet  vnto  thair  charge,  baith  publi6llie  and  priuatlie, 
that  no  corruptioun  of  religioun  or  maneris  enter  thairin. 

12.  As  the  Paftouris  and  Do6louris  fould  be  diligent  in  teacheing  and 
fawing  the  feed  of  the  Worde  ;  fo  the  Eldaris  fould  be  cairfull  in  feiking 
the  frudl  of  the  fame  in  the  peple. 

13.  It  appertenis  to  thame  to  allift  the  Paftours  in  examinatioun  of 
thame  that  cum  to  the  Lordis  table,  and  in  vifeting  the  feik. 

14.  They  fould  be  cairfull  to  caus  the  Aclis  off  the  Aflembleis,  alfweill 
particulare  as  prouinciall  or  generall,  to  be  put  to  executioun. 

15.  They  fould  be  diligent  in  admonifheing  of  all  men  of  thair  dewetie, 
according  to  the  reuU  of  the  Euangell. 
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16.  Thingis  that  tbay  can  not  correiSl  be  priuie  admonitioun,  they  fould 
bring  to  the  affemble  of  the  Elderfchip. 

17.  Thair  principall  office  is  to  hauld  affembleis  with  the  Paftouris  and 
Dodlouris,  (quha  ar  alfo  of  thair  nowmer,)  for  eftablefliing  of  guid  ordour, 
and  executioun  of  difcipline  :  Vnto  the  quhilk  affembleis  all  perfonis  ar 
fubiedl,  that  remane  within  thair  boundis. 


OfiF  Eldarfchippis,  and  Affembleis,  and  of  Difcipline.     Cap.  VII. 

1.  Eldarfchippis  or  Affembleis  ar  conflitute  commounlie  of  Paftouris, 
Do6louris,  and  fie  as  commounlie  we  call  Eldaris,  that  laubour  not  in  the 
Woorde  and  Do6lrene,  of  quhom,  and  of  quhais  feuerall  power,  hes  bene 
fpokin. 

2.  Affembleis  ar  of  four  fortis  :  for  ather  ar  they  of  particular  kirkis  and 
congregationis,  ane  or  ma  ;  ather  of  ane  province  ;  ather  of  ane  haill  na- 
tioun  ;  or  of  all  and  diners  nationis  profefling  ane  Jellis  Chryft. 

3.  All  the  Ecclefiafticall  Affembleis  haue  power  to  conuene  lauchfuUie 
togidder,  for  treatting  of  thingis  concerning  the  Kirk,  and  pertening  to 
thair  chargis. 

4).  They  haue  power  to  apoint  tymes  and  places  to  that  effe6l  ;  and  ane 
Affemblie  to  apoint  the  dyet,  tyme,  and  place  for  ane  vther. 

5.  In  all  Affembleis  ane  Moderatour  fould  be  chofin,  be  commoun  con- 
fent  of  the  haill  bretherine  convenit,  quha  lould  propone  materis,  gather 
the  voittis,  and  caus  guid  ordour  be  kepit  in  the  Affembleis. 

6.  Diligence  fould  be  tane  cheiflie  be  the  Moderatour,  that  onlie  eccle- 
fiafticall thingis  be  handlit  in  the  Affembleis  ;  and  no  melling  with  ony 
thingis  pertening  to  the  Ciuile  Jurildidtioun. 

7.  Euerie  Affemblie  hes  power  to  fend  furth  frome  thair  awin  nowmer, 
ane  or  ma  vifitouris,  to  fie  quhow  all  thingis  be  rewlit  in  the  boundis  of 
thair  jurildiftioun. 

8.  Vifitatioun  of  ma  Kirkis  is  na  ordinare  office  ecclefiafticall  in  the  per- 
foun  of  ane  man  ;  nather  may  the  name  of  ane  Bifchope  be  attributtit  to 
the  vifitour  onlie  ;  nather  is  it  neceffar  to  abyd  alwyfe  in  ane  manis  per- 
foun  :  bot  it  is  the  part  of  the  Elderfchip  to  fend  out  qualefiit  perfonis  to 
vifeit,  pro  re  nata. 

9.  The  finall  end  of  all  Affembleis  is,   firft,   to  keip  the  religioun  and 

Sr 
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do6brene  in  puretie,  without  errour  and  corruptioun  ;    nixt,   to  keip  cum- 
lines  and  guid  ordour  in  the  Kirk. 

10.  For  the  ordouris  cans,  thay  may  mak  certane  rewlis  and  conftitu- 
tionis  appertening  to  the  gaiid  behauiour  of  all  the  membris  of  the  Kirk, 
in  thair  vocatioun. 

11.  They  haue  power  alfo  to  abrogat  and  aboleiihe  all  flatutis  and  ordi- 
nances concerning  ecclefiafticall  materis,  that  ar  fund  noyfum  or  improfit- 
able,  or  aggrie  not  with  the  tyrne,  or  [ar]  abufet  be  the  peple. 

12.  They  haue  power  to  execut  ecclefiailicall  difcipline  and  puniQiement 
vpoun  all  tranfgreffouris,  and  proud  contempnaris  of  guid  ordour  and  poli- 
cie  of  the  Kirk  :    and  fua  the  haill  difcipline  is  in  thair  handis. 

13.  The  firfl  kynd  and  forte  of  Affembleis,  althocht  thay  be  within  parti- 
culare  congregationis,  git  thay  exerce  the  power,  aucloritie,  and  jurifdic- 
tioun  of  the  Kirk  with  mutuall  confent,  and  thairfore  bearis  fumtyme  the 
name  of  the  Kirk. 

14.  Quhen  we  fpeik  of  Elderis  of  particulare  congregationis,  we  meane 
not  that  euerie  particulare  parroche  kirk  can,  or  may  haue  thair  awin  par- 
ticulare elderlchip,  eflpeciall  to  landwart ;  bot  we  think  three  or  four,  ma 
or  fewar,  particulare  kirkis  may  haue  ane  commoun  elderfchip  to  thame 
all,  to  judge  thair  ecclefiailicall  caufes. 

15.  Albeit  it  is  meit  that  fum  of  the  Elderis  be  chofin  out  of  euerie  par- 
ticulare congregatioun,  to  concure  with  the  reft  of  thair  bretherene  in  the 
commoun  AlFemble,  and  to  tak  vp  the  dilationis  of  offences  within  thair 
awin  kirkis,  and  bring  thame  to  the  AlTemblie. 

16.  This  we  gadder  of  the  pradlife  of  the  primitiue  Kirk,  quher  Elderis, 
or  CoUegis  of  Seniouris,  wer  conflitute  in  citeis  and  famous  places. 

17.  The  power  of  thir  particulare  Elderfchippis  is  to  gif  diligent  lau- 
bour  in  the  boundis  committed  to  thair  charge,  that  the  Kirkis  be  keipit 
in  guid  ordour  ;  to  inquire  diligentlie  of  nauchtie  and  vnrewlie  perfonis, 
and  travell  to  bring  thame  in  the  way  agane,  ather  be  admonitioun,  or  the 
threttining  of  Goddis  jugementis,  or  be  corre6lioun. 

IS.  It  pertenis  to  the  Elderlchip  to  tak  heid,  that  the  Worde  of  God 
be  purelie  p'reachet  within  thair  boundis,  the  facramentis  richtlie  miniftrat, 
the  difcipline  [richtlie]  mentened,  and  the  ecclefiafticall  guidis  vncorruptlie 
diftribute. 

19.  It  belangis  to  this  kynd  of  Affembleis,  to  cans  the  ordinances  made 
be  the  Affembleis,  Prouincialis,  Nationalis  and  Generalis,  to  be  keipit  and 
put  in  executioun. 
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"20.  To  mak  conftitutionis  quhilk  concerne  to  Trpewov  in  the  Kirk,  for  the 
decent  ordour  of  thais  particulare  kirks  quher  thay  gouerne,  (prouyding- 
thay  alter  na  reulHs  maid  be  the  Generall  and  Prouinciall  Affembleis,  and 
that  thay  mak  the  Prouinciall  Affembleis  foirfene  of  the  reulis  that  thay 
fall  mak,)  and  to  aboleiflie  thame  tending  to  the  hurt  of  the  fame. 

21.  It  hcs  power  to  excommunicat  the  obftinat. 

22.  The  power  of  eleftioun  of  thame  quha  bearis  ecclefiafticall  chargis, 
pertenis  to  this  kynd  of  Affemblie,  within  thair  awin  boundis,  being  weill 
ereclit,  and  conftitute  of  mony  Paftouris  and  Elderis  of  fufficient  habilitie. 

23.  Be  Elderfchip  is  menit  lie  as  ar  conflitute  of  Paftouris,  Dodlouris, 
and  lie  as  now  ar  callit  Eldaris. 

24.  Be  the  like  reafoun,  thair  depolitioun  alfo  pertenis  to  this  kynd  of 
Aflemblies,  as  of  thame  that  teache  erronews  and  corrupt  do6lrene  ;  that 
be  of  fklanderous  life,  and  efter  admonitioiui,  defift  not ;  that  be  gevin  to 
fcifme,  or  rebellioun  contrare  the  Kirke,  manyfeft  blafphemy,  fymonie, 
and  all  corruptioun  of  brybis,  falfett,  periurie,  huirdome,  thift,  drunkinnes, 
fechtein,  worthie  of  punifhement  be  the  law  ;  vfurie,  danling,  [and  fie 
defolutioun,  crymes  that  import  ciuile]  infamie,  and  all  vtheris  that  deferue 
leparatioun  frome  the  Kirk. 

25.  Thefe  alfo  quha  ar  fund  altogidder  infufficient  to  execute  thair 
charges,  fould  be  depofit ;  quherof  vther  Kirkis  wald  be  aduertefed,  that 
thay  reflaue  not  the  perfonis  depofit. 

26.  Albeit  they  aucht  not  to  be  depofed,  quha,  throch  age,  feiknes,  or 
vther  accidentis,  become  vnmeit  to  do  thair  office  :  In  the  quhilk  cais, 
thair  honour  foidd  remane  vnto  thame,  thair  kirkis  fould  intertene  thame, 
and  vtheris  aucht  to  be  prouydet  to  do  thair  office. 

27.  Provinciall  Affembleis  we  call  lauchfull  conventionis  of  the  Paf- 
touris, Do6louris,  and  Elderis  of  the  prouince,  gadderit  for  the  commoun 
effearis  of  the  kirkis  therof ;  quhilk  alfo  may  be  callit  the  Conference  of 
kirkis  and  bretherine. 

28.  Thir  Affembleis  ar  inftitute  for  wechtie  materis,  neceffar  to  be  in- 
traittit  be  mutuall  confent  and  afiiftance  of  the  bretherine  within  the  pro- 
uinces,  as  neid  requiris. 

29.  This  Affemblie  hes  power  to  handle,  ordour,  and  redres  all  thingis 
omittit  or  done  amys  in  the  particulare  affemblies. 

30.  It  had  power  to  depofe  the  office  beraris  of  that  prouince,  for  guid 
and  iuft  caus  deferuing  depriuatioun. 
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31.  And  generalie,  thir  Afferablies  haue  the  haill  power  of  the  particu- 
lare  elderi'chippis  quhairof  thay  are  colle6led. 

32.  The  Nationall  Affemblie,  (quhilk  is  Generall  to  ws,)  is  ane  lauch- 
fuU  Conuentioun  of  the  Kirkis  of  the  haill  reahne  or  natioun,  quher  it  is 
vfit  and  gadderit,  for  the  commoun  effearis  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  may  be  callit 
the  Generall  Elderfchip  of  the  haill  Kirk  within  the  realrae. 

33.  Nane  ar  fubiedl  to  repair  to  this  Aflemblie  to  voitt,  bot  ecclefiafticall 
perfonis,  to  fie  ane  nowmer  as  falbe  thocht  guid  be  the  lame  Aflemblie ; 
not  excluding  vther  perfonis  that  will  repair  to  the  faid  Aflemblie,  to  pro- 
pone, heir,  and  reafoun. 

34.  This  Affemblie  is  inftitute,  that  all  thingis  ather  omitted,  or  done 
amys  in  the  Prouinciall  Aflemblies,  may  be  redreft  and  handlit ;  and  thingis 
generalie  feruing  for  the  weill  of  the  haill  bodie  of  the  Kirk  in  the  realme, 
may  be  foirfene,  intreated,  and  fett  furth  to  Goddis  glorie. 

35.  It  fould  tak  cair,  that  kirkis  be  planted  in  places  quhair  thay  are 
nocht  planted. 

36.  It  fould  prefcryue  the  reuU,  quhow  the  vther  tua  kynd  of  Aflemblies 
fould  proceid  in  all  thingis. 

37.  This  AlTemblie  fould  tak  held,  that  the  Spirituall  iurifdidtioun  and 
Ciuile  be  not  confoundit,  to  the  hurt  of  the  Kirk. 

38.  That  the  Patrimonie  of  the  Kirk  be  nocht  diminiflied  nor  abufed. 

39.  And  generallie,  concerning  all  veychtie  effearis  that  concerne  the 
Weill  and  guid  ordour  of  the  haill  Kirk  of  the  realme,  it  aucht  to  interpone 
audloritie  thairto. 

40.  Thair  is  befidis  this,  ane  vther  mair  generall  kynd  of  Aflemblie, 
quhilk  is  of  all  nationis,  or  of  all  eftaittis  of  perfonis  within  the  Kirk,  re- 
prefenting  the  Vniuerfall  Kirk  of  Chryft,  quhilk  may  be  callit  propirlie 
the  Generall  Aflemblie,  or  Generall  Counfale  of  the  haill  Kirk  of  God. 

41.  Thais  Affembleis  wer  appoyntit  and  callit  togidder  fpeciallie,  quhen 
ony  greit  fdiue  or  controuerfie  in  do6trene  did  aryis  in  the  Kirk  ;  and 
wer  conuocat  at  command  of  the  godlie  Emperouris  being  for  the  tyme, 
for  the  auoding  of  filineis  within  the  Vniuerfale  Kirk  [of  God  ;]  of 
quhilkis,  becaus  thay  perteine  not  to  the  particulare  eftait  of  ane  realme, 
we  i'eis  forder  to  fpeik. 
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Of  the  Deaconis  and   thair  Office,  the  laft  ordinare  Fundlioun  in 
the  Kirk.     Cap.  Vlll. 

1.  The  word  AiaKovoi  fumtymes  is  leargelie  takin,  comprehending  all 
thame  that  bear  office  in  the  minifterie  and  fpirituall  fun6lioim  of  the 
Kirk. 

2.  But  now,  as  we  Ipeik,  it  is  tane  onlie  for  thame,  to  quhom  the  collec- 
tioun  and  diftributioun  of  the  almous  of  the  faithfull,  and  ecclefiafticall 
guidis  dois  apperteine. 

3.  The  office  of  the  Deacone  fa  takin,  is  ane  ordinare  and  perpetuall 
ecclefiafticall  fun6lioun  in  the  Kirk  of  Chryft. 

4.  Off  quhat  propirteis  and  dewteis  he  aucht  to  be,  that  is  callit  to  this 
funtilioun,  we  remitt  to  the  manifeft  Scriptouris. 

5.  The  Deacone  aucht  to  be  callit  and  elegit,  as  the  reft  of  the  fpirituall 
officiaris  ;  of  the  quhilk  eledlioun  wes  fpokin  befoir. 

6.  Thair  office  and  power  is  to  reflaue  and  diftribute  the  haill  ecclefiafti- 
call guidis  vnto  thame  to  quhom  thay  ar  appoyntit. 

7.  This  they  aucht  to  do  according  to  the  judgement  and  appoyntment 
of  the  Preibyteries  or  Elderfchippis,  (of  the  quhilk  the  Deacones  are  not,) 
that  the  Patrimony  of  the  Kirk  and  pure,  be  not  conuerted  in  preuatt  raen- 
nis  vfe,  nor  wrangoullie  diftribuittit. 


Of  the  Patrimonie  of  the  Kirk,  and  Diftributioun  thairof.     Cap.  IX. 

1.  Be  the  Patrimonie  of  the  Kirk,  we  mene  quhatfumeuer  thing  had 
bene  at  ony  tyme  befoir,  or  falbe  in  tyme  cuming  gevin,  or  Tje  confent  and 
vniuerfale  cuftume  of  cuntreis  profefllng  the  Chriftiane  religioun,  applyit 
to  the  publidl  vfe  and  vtilitie  of  the  Kirk. 

2.  Swa  that  vnder  this  patrimonie  we  comprehend,  firfl,  all  thingis 
gevin,  or  to  be  gevin  to  the  Kirk  and  feruice  of  God,  as  landis,  biggingis, 
poflefllonis,  annual  rentis,  and  all  ficlike,  quhairwith  the  Kirk  is  doittit, 
ather  be  donationis,  fundationis,  niortificationis,  or  ony  vther  lauchfuU 
title,  of  kingis,  princes,  or  ony  perfianis  inferiour  to  thame,  togidder  with 
the  continuall  oblationis  of  the  faithfull. 

3.  We  comprehend  alio  all  fie  thingis,  as  be  lawis  and  cuftume,  and  vie 
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of  cuntries,  hes  bene  applyit  to  the  vfe  and  vtilitie  of  the  Kirk  ;  of  quhilk 
fort  are  the  teyndis,  manfes,  glebis,  and  ficlike,  quhilk,  be  commoun  or 
municipall  lawis  and  vniuerfall  cuftume,  ar  poffelTed  be  the  Kirk. 

4.  To  tak  onie  of  this  Patrimonie  be  onlauchfull  meanis,  and  conuert  it 
to  the  particulare  and  prophane  vie  of  ony  perfoun,  we  hauld  it  ane  de- 
teftable  facralege  befoir  God. 

5.  The  guidis  ecclefiaflicall  aucht  to  be  collefilit  and  diftributit  be  the 
Deacones,  as  the  Woord  of  God  appointis,  that  thay  quha  beris  office  in 
the  Kirk  be  prouydit  for,  without  cair  and  folicitiide. 

6.  In  the  Apoftolicall  Kirk,  the  Deacones  wer  appontit  to  colle6l  and 
diftribut  quhatfuraeuer  thingis  wer  colledlit  of  the  faithful!  to  be  diftribute 
vnto  the  necefletie  of  the  fandtis,  fa  that  nane  inlaikit  amangis  the  faithfull. 

7-  Theafe  collefilionis  war  not  onlie  of  that  quhilk  wes  colledlit  in  maner 
of  alnious,  (as  fum  fupponis,)  bot  of  vther  guidis  mouable  and  vnraouable, 
of  landis  and  pofTeflionis,  the  pryce  quhairof  wes  brocht  to  the  feit  of  the 
Apolllis. 

8.  This  office  continuit  in  the  Deaconis  handis,  quha  introraettit  with 
the  haill  guidis  of  the  Kirk,  ay  quhill  the  eftaite  thairof  wes  corruptit  be 
Antichrylt,  as  the  ancient  Canones  beiris  witnes. 

9.  The  fame  Canones  mak  mentioun  of  ane  fourfauld  diftributioun  of 
the  patrimony  of  the  Kirk,  quhairof  ane  part  wes  applyit  to  the  paftouris 
or  bifchoppis  for  thair  fuftentatioun  and  hofpitalitie  ;  ane  vther  to  the 
eldaris  and  deaconis,  and  all  the  clergie  ;  the  thrid  to  the  pure,  feik  per- 
fonis,  and  ftrangeris  ;  the  ferd  to  the  vphauld  and  vther  effearis  of  the  Kirk, 
efpeciall  extraordinare  :  We  adde  heirto  the  fcoles  and  fcoleraafteris  alfo, 
quhilk  aucht  and  may  be  weill  fuftenit  of  the  fame  guidis,  and  ar  compre- 
hendit  vndir  the  cleargie  ;  to  quhom  we  jone  alfo  Clerkis  of  Aflemblies, 
alfweill  particulare  as  generall,  Syndikis  or  Procuratouris  of  Kirkis  effearis, 
Takaris  vp  of  the  pfalmes,  with  ficlike  vther  ordinare  offices  of  the  Kirk, 
fa  far  as  they  ar  neceflar. 


Of  the  Office  of  ane  Chrifliane  Magiftrat  in  the  Kirk.     Cap.  X. 

1.  Althocht  all  the  memberis  of  the  Kirk  be  hauldin,  euerieane  of  thair 
vocatioun,  and  according  thairto,  to  aduance  the  Kingdome  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
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fa  far  as  lyis  in  thair  power  ;    git  cheiflie  and  namelie,   Chriftiane  princes, 
kingis,  and  vtheris  magiflratis,  ar  hauldin  to  do  the  fame. 

2.  For  thay  ar  callit  in  the  Scriptouris,  Nureffaris  of  the  Kirk,  foria- 
mekle  as  be  thame  it  is,  or  at  leaft  aucht  to  be  mantened,  follerit,  vp- 
hauldin,  and  defendit  aganis  all  that  wald  procure  the  hurte  thairof. 

3.  So  it  pertenit  to  the  office  of  ane  Chriftiane  magiftrat  to  affift  and 
fortefie  the  godlie  preceding  of  the  Kirk  in  all  behalfis  ;  and,  namelie,  to 
lie  that  the  publifil  eftait  and  minirtrie  thairof  be  mantenit  and  fuftenit  as  it 
apertenis,  according  to  Goddis  Worde. 

4.  To  fie  that  the  Kirk  be  not  invaidit  nor  hurt  be  fals  teacheris  or  hyr- 
lingis,  nor  the  rowmes  thairof  occupiit  be  dum  doggis  or  iddill  bellies. 

5.  To  affift  and  mantene  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk,  and  puniflie  thame 
ciuijie  that  will  not  obey  the  cenfure  of  the  fame,  without  confunding 
alwyis  of  the  ane  jurifdictioun  with  the  vther. 

6.  To  fee  that  fufficient  prouifioun  be  maid  for  the  miniftrie,  fcoles,  and 
the  pure  ;  and  gif  thay  haue  nocht  fufficient  to  await  vpoun  thair  charges, 
to  fiipplie  thair  indigence,  evin  with  thair  awin  rentis,  gif  neid  requiris  : 
To  hauld  hand  to  thame  all'weill  concerning  thair  awin  perfonis,  iaifing 
thame  from  iniurie  and  oppin  violence,  as  concerning  thair  rentis  and  pof- 
ieffionis,  that  thay  be  not  defraudit,  revit,  nor  Ipoilget  thairof. 

7.  No  to  fufFer  the  patrimony  of  the  Kirk  to  be  applyit  to  prophane  and 
vnlauchfull  vies,  or  to  be  devoirit  be  idle  bellies,  and  fic  as  haue  na  lauch- 
fuU  fiui6tioun  in  the  Kirk,  to  the  hurt  of  the  miniftrie,  the  fcoles,  the  pure, 
and  vther  godlie  vfes,  quhairvpoun  the  fame  aucht  to  be  beftowed. 

8.  To  mak  lawis  and  conftitutionis  aggreable  to  Goddis  Woorde,  for 
tlie  aduancement  of  the  Kirk,  and  polecie  thairof,  without  vfurping  ony 
thing  that  pertenis  not  to  the  ciuile  fworde,  bot  belangis  to  the  offices  that 
are  mere  eccleliafticall  ;  as  is  the  miniftrie  of  the  Woorde  and  Sacramentis  ; 
vling  of  ecclefiafticall  difcipline  and  the  fpirituall  executioun  thairof,  or  ony 
parte  of  the  power  of  the  fpirituall  keyis,  quhilk  our  Maifter  gaif  to  his 
Apoftlis  and  thair  trew  fucceflouris. 

9.  And  althocht  kingis  and  princes  that  be  godlie,  fumtymis  be  thair 
awin  au6loritie,  (quhen  the  Kirk  is  corrupt,  and  all  thingis  out  of  ordour,) 
place  minifteris,  and  reftoir  the  trew  feruice  of  the  Lord,  eftir  the  exemple 
of  fum  godlie  kingis  in  Judea,  [the  quhilk  they  did  be  diredlion  of  Pro- 
phets,] and  diuers  godlie  Emperouris  and  Kingis  alfo,  in  the  licht  of  the 
New  Teftament ;    git  quhair  the  miniftrie   of  the   Kirk  is  anes  lauchfullie 
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inftitute,  and  thay  that  ar  placed  do  thair  office  faithfullie,  all  godlie  princes 
and  magiflrattis  aucht  to  heir  and  obey  thair  voce,  and  reuerence  the 
Maieftie  of  the  Sone  of  God  fpeiking  be  thame. 


Off  the  prefent  Abufes  remaning  in  the  Kirk,  quhilk  we  defire  to 
be  reformit.     Cap.  XI. 

1.  As  it  is  the  deutie  of  the  godlie  magiftrat  to  mantene  the  prefent 
libertie,  quhilk  God,  of  his  mercie,  hes  grantit  to  the  preaching  of  his 
Worde,  and  the  trew  minillratioun  of  the  Sacraraentis  within  this  realine  ; 
fa  it  is  to  provyid,  that  all  abules  as  git  remane  in  the  Kirk,  fould  be  re- 
movit  and  vtterlie  takin  away. 

2.  Thairfore,  firft,  the  admiffioun  of  men  to  papifticall  titles  of  benefices, 
fie  as  i'eruis  not,  nor  hes  na  fundlioun  in  the  reformit  Kirk  of  Chryft,  as 
Abbattis,  Comendatouris,  Priouris,  Prioreffis,  and  vther  titleis  of  Abbayis, 
quhais  places  are  now,  for  the  maift  parte,  be  the  iuft  iudgement  of  God, 
demoliflied  and  purgit  of  idolatrie,  is  plane  abufioun,  and  is  not  to  reffaue 
the  Kingdome  of  Chryft  amongis  ws,  hot  rather  to  refiife  it. 

3.  Off  the  lyke  nature  ar  the  Deannes,  Archedeanes,  Chanteris,  Sub- 
chanteris,  Thefauraris,  Chancellaris,  and  vtheris  haueing  the  lyke  titleis 
flowit  from  the  Paip  and  Canoun  Law  onlie,  quha  haue  na  place  in  the 
reformit  Kirk. 

4.  Sicklike,  thay  that  wer  callet  of  auld  the  Chapteris  and  Conventis  of 
Abbayis,  Cathedrall  Kirkis,  and  like  places,  feruis  for  na  thing  now  bot  to 
fett  fewis  and  tackis,  (gif  ony  thing  be  left,)  of  Kirk  landis  and  teyndis,  in 
hurt  and  preiudice  thairof,  as  daylie  experience  teached,  and  thairfore 
aucht  to  be  allutterlie  abrogat  and  aboliiFet. 

5.  The  Kirkis  alio  quhilk  ar  vnitit  and  jonit  togidder  be  annexatioun 
to  thir  benefices,  aucht  to  be  feperated  and  diuidit,  and  gevin  to  qualefiit 
minifteris,  as  Goddis  Word  cravis. 

6.  Nather  aucht  fie  abufearis  of  the  patrimony  of  the  Kirk  of  Chrift  to 
haue  voit  in  Parliament,  nor  fit  in  Counfale  vnder  the  name  of  the  Kirk 
and  Kirkmen,  to  the  hurt  and  preiudice  of  the  libertie  thairof,  and  lawis 
of  the  realme  maid  in  fauouris  of  the  Reformit  Kirk. 

7.  Mekle  les  is  it  lauchfull,  that  ane  perlbun  amongis  thele  men  fould 
haue    fyue,   fex,  ten,  tuentie,   or  ma   Kirkis,   all  haveing  the   charge  of 
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faulis,  and  bruke  the  patrimony  thairof,  atlier  be  admiffioun  of  the  Prince, 
or  of  the  Kirk,  in  this  licht  of  the  Euangell ;  for  it  is  bott  mockage  to 
craue  reformatioim  quher  ficlike  hes  place. 

8.  And  albeit  it  wes  thocht  guid  for  avoiding  greittare  inconuenientis, 
that  the  auld  pofleflTouris  of  lie  benefices  quha  imbrallit  the  religioun,  fould 
injoy  be  permiffioiin  the  tua  partis  of  the  rentis  quhilk  thay  polTeft  of  be- 
foir,  during  thair  liftymes  j  jit  it  is  not  toUerable  to  continew  in  the  like 
abufe,  and  gif  thefe  places  and  vtheris  benefices  of  new  to  als  vnmeit 
men,  or  rather  vnnaeittar,  quha  ar  not  myndit  to  ferue  in  the  Kirk,  bot 
leid  and  leve  ane  idle  life,  as  the  vtheris  did  quha  broukit  thame  in  tyme 
of  blindnes. 

9.  And  in  fa  far  as  in  the  ordour  tane  at  Leith,  in  the  geir  of  our  Lord 
CO  v"  fevintie  ane  geir,  it  appeiris  that  fie  may  be  admittit,  being  fund 
qualefiit,  &c.  ;  ather  that  pretendit  ordour  is  aganis  all  guid  ordour,  or 
ellis  it  mult  be  vnderllandit  not  of  thame  that  be  qualefeit  to  warldlie 
effearis  to  ferue  in  Court,  bot  lie  as  ar  qualefiit  to  teache  Goddis  Woorde, 
haifand  thair  lauchfuU  admifiioun  of  the  Kirk. 

10.  As  to  Bifchoppis,  gif  the  name  eTrla-Kowoi  be  propirlie  takin,  they  ar 
all  ane  with  Minifleris,  (as  wes  befoir  declairit  ;)  for  it  is  not  the  name  of 
fuperioritie  and  lordfchip,  bot  of  office  and  watcheing. 

11.  git  becaus  in  the  corruptioun  of  the  Kirk,  this  name,  as  vtheris,  hes 
bene  abufed,  and  git  is  like  to  be,  we  can  not  allow  the  faiflbun  of  thais 
new  chofin  Bifchoppis,  nather  of  the  Chapteris  that  are  the  ele6louris  of 
thame  to  fie  office  as  they  ar  chofin. 

12.  Trew  Bifchoppis  fould  addi6t  thame  felffis  to  ane  particulare  flok, 
(quhilk  findrie  of  thame  refuifes  ;)  nather  fould  thay  vfurp  lordfchip  owr 
thair  bretherine,  and  owr  the  inheritance  of  Chrift,  as  thefe  men  do. 

13.  Pafturis,  in  fa  fare  as  thay  ar  pafturis,  hes  not  the  office  of  vifita- 
tioun  of  ma  kirkis  jonit  to  the  paflurefchip,  without  it  be  gevin  to  thame. 

14.  It  is  ane  corruptioun,  that  Bifchoppis  fould  haue  forder  boundis  to 
vefeit,  nor  thay  may  lauchfullie. 

15.  Na  man  aucht  to  haue  the  office  of  vifitatioun,  bot  he  that  is  lauch- 
fullie chofin  be  the  Prefbyterie  thairto. 

16.  The  Elderichippis  being  weill  eftablilhed,  hes  power  to  fend  out 
vifitouris,  ane  or  ma,  with  commilCoun  to  vefeit  the  boundis  within  thair 
Elderfchippis  ;    and  ficlike,    eftir  compt  tane  of  them,   ather  to  continew 
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thame,  or  remove  thame  from  tyme  to  tyme  ;  to  the  quhilkis  Elderichippis 
thay  falbe  alwayes  fubiedl. 

17.  The  criminall  jurifdi6lioun  jonit  in  the  perfoun  of  ana  Pafture,  is 
ane  corruptioun. 

18.  It  aggreit  not  with  the  Woorde,  that  Bifchoppis  fould  be  pafturis  of 
pafturis,  pafturis  of  mony  flokkis,  and  git  without  ane  certane  flok,  and 
without  ordinare  techeing. 

19.  It  aggreit  not  with  the  Scriptouris,  that  thay  fould  be  exemit  fra 
corre6lioun  of  thair  bretherine,  and  difcipline  of  the  particulare  Elderfchip 
of  the  Kirk  quher  thay  fould  ferue  ;  nather  that  thay  fould  vfurp  the 
office  of  vifitatioun  of  vther  kirkis,  nor  ony  vther  funftioun  befide  vther 
minifteris,  bot  fa  far  as  beis  committit  to  thame  be  the  Kirk. 

20.  Heirfore,  we  defyre  the  Bifchoppis  that  now  ar,  ather  to  aggrie 
with  that  ordoure  that  Goddis  Worde  requiris  thame,  and  as  the  Generall 
Kirk  will  prefcriue  vnto  thame,  not  paffing  that  boundis,  nather  in  eccle- 
llafticall  nor  ciuile  effearis,  or  ellis  to  be  depofit  from  all  fun6lioun  in  the 
Kirk. 

21.  We  deny  not,  in  the  meane  tyme,  bot  minifteris  may  and  fould  alTift 
thair  Princes,  quhen  thay  ar  requirit,  in  all  thingis  aggreable  to  the  Woorde, 
quhidder  it  be  in  Counfall,  or  Parliament,  or  vtherevife  ;  provyding  al- 
wayis  thay  nather  neglefit  thair  awin  chargis,  nor,  throch  flatterie  of  Princes, 
hurt  the  publi6l  eftait  of  the  Kirk, 

22.  Bot,  generalie,  we  fay,  na  perfonis,  vnder  quhatfumeuer  title  of  the 
Kirk,  and  fpeciallie  the  abufed  titles  in  Papiftrie,  of  Prelattis,  Conventis, 
and  Chapteris,  aucht  to  attempt  ony  a6l  in  the  Kirkis  name,  ather  in 
Counfall,  Parliament,  or  out  of  Counfall,  haveing  na  commiifioun  of  the 
reformit  Kirk  within  this  realrae. 

23.  And  be  Acl  of  Parliament  it  is  prouydit,  that  the  Papifticall  Kirk 
and  Jurifdi(3;ioun  fould  haue  na  place  within  the  fame,  and  na  bifchop  nor 
vther  prelate,  in  tymes  cuming,  fould  vfe  ony  iurifdiftioun  flowing  frome 
his  aufitoritie. 

24.  And  agane,  that  na  vther  ecclefiafticall  jurifdi6lioun  fould  be  ac- 
knawlegit  within  this  realme,  bot  that  quhilk  is  and  falbe  within  the  re- 
formit Kirk,  and  flowing  therfra. 

25.  So  we  efteme  balding  of  Chapteris  in  Papifticall  maner,  ather  in 
Cathedrall  kirkis,  Abbayis,  Collegeis,  or  vther  conventuall  places,  vfurp- 
ing  the  name  and  authoritie  of  the  Kirk,  to  hurt  the  patrimony  thairof,  or 
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vfe  ony  vther  a6l  to  the  preiudice  of  the  fame,  fen  the  geir  of  our  Lord 
1560  geiris,  to  be  abufioun  and  corruptioun,  contrare  to  the  libertie  of  the 
trew  Kirk,  and  lawis  of  the  realme  ;  and  thairfore  aucht  to  be  annullat, 
reducit,  and  in  tymes  cuming  vtterlie  difchargit. 

26.  The  dependences  alfo  of  this  Papifticall  jurifdi6lioun  are  to  be  abo- 
leflied,  of  the  quhilk  fort  is  the  mingled  iurifdi6lioun  of  the  Commilfaris, 
in  fa  far  as  they  mell  with  ecclefiafticall  materis,  and  haue  no  commiffioun 
of  the  Kirk  therto,  hot  war  ere6lit  in  tyme  of  our  Soueranes  moder,  quhen 
thingis  wer  out  of  ordour.  It  is  ane  abfurde  thing,  that  findrie  of  thame 
haveing  na  fun6lioun  in  the  Kirk,  fould  be  iugeis  to  minifteris,  and  depofe 
thame  fra  thair  rownies :  Thairfore,  ather  thay  wald  be  difchargit  to 
niedle  with  ecclefiafticall  materis,  or  it  wald  be  limitat  to  thame  in  quhat 
materis  thay  mycht  be  jugeis,  and  not  hurt  the  libertie  of  the  Kirk. 

27.  They  alfo  that  of  befoir  wer  of  the  ecclefiafticall  efteat  in  the  Papis 
Kirk,  or  that  ar  admittit  of  new  to  Papifticall  titles,  and  now  ar  toUerat 
be  the  lawis  of  the  realme,  to  poflelTe  the  tua  part  of  thair  ecclefiafticall 
rentis,  aucht  not  to  haue  ony  forder  libertie,  bot  to  intromet  with  the  por- 
tioun  alEgnit  and  grantit  to  thame  for  thair  liftyme  ;  and  nocht  vnder  the 
abufet  titillis  quhilkis  thay  had,  to  difjione  the  Kirk  rentis,  fett  takkis  and 
fewis  thairof  at  thair  plefour,  to  the  greit  hurt  of  the  Kirk,  and  pure  lau- 
bouraris  that  dwell  vpon  the  Kirk  landis,  contrarie  to  all  guid  confcience 
and  ordoure. 


Certane  fpeciall  Headis  of  Reformatioun  quhilk  we  crave.     Cap.  XII. 

1.  Quhatfoeuer  haue  bene  fpokin  of  the  offices  of  the  Kirk,  the  feuerall 
power  of  the  office  beraris,  thair  coniun6l  power  alfo,  and  laft,  of  the  pa- 
trimony of  the  Kirk,  we  vnderftand  it  to  be  the  richt  reformatioun  quhilk 
God  Gravis  at  our  handis,  that  the  Kirk  be  ordourit  according  thairto,  as 
with  that  ordour  quhilk  is  maift  aggreable  to  the  Word  of  God. 

2.  Bott  becaus  fum  thingis  will  be  twiched  in  particulare,  concerning 
the  efteat  of  the  cuntrie,  and  that  quhilk  we  principallie  feik  to  be  reformit 
in  the  fame,  we  haue  colle6lit  thame  in  thir  headis  following. 

3.  Firft,  Seing  the  haill  countrie  is  diuidit  in  prouinces,  and  thir  pro- 
uinces  agane  ar  diuidit  in  parrochis,  alfweill  in  landward  as  in  townis ;  in 
everie  paroche  of  reafonable  congregationis,  ther  wald  be  placeit  ane  or 
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ma  pafturis  to  feid  the  flok  ;  and  na  pallure  or  minifter  audit  to  be  burdenit 
with  the  particulare  charge  of  ma  flokkis  or  kirkis  then  ane  allanerlie. 

4.  And  becaus  it  wilbe  thocht  hard  to  find  out  pafturis  or  minifteris  to 
all  the  parroche  kirkis  of  the  realiue,  alfweiil  in  landwart  as  in  townis,  we 
think,  be  the  aduyfe  of  lie  as  commiffioun  may  be  gevin  to,  be  the  Kirk  and 
the  Prince,  parrochis  in  landn^ard  or  fmall  villagis  may  be  jonit  tua  or 
thrie,  or  ma  in  fura  places  togidder  ;  and  the  principall  and  maift  commo- 
dious kirkis  to  ftand,  and  to  be  repairit  fufficientlie,  and  qualefiit  minifters 
placet  thairat ;  and  the  vther  kirkis,  quhilk  ar  nocht  fund  neceffar,  may 
be  fufFerit  to  decay,  thair  kirk  gardis  alwayis  being  keipit  for  buriall  places  : 
and  in  liim  places,  quhair  neid  requiris,  ane  parrochin,  quher  the  congre- 
gatioun  is  owr  gret  for  ane  kirk,  may  be  deuydit  in  tua  or  ma. 

5.  Do6toris  wald  be  appoynted  in  Vniuerfeteis,  Collegis,  and  vther 
places  neidfull,  and  fufficientlie  prouyded,  for  to  oppin  vp  the  meaning  of 
the  Scriptouris,  and  to  haue  the  charge  of  fcoles,  and  teache  the  rudimentis 
of  religioun. 

6.  As  to  Elderis,  thair  wald  be  fum  to  be  cenfuris  of  the  maneris  of  the 
peple,  ane  or  ma  in  euerie  congregatioun  ;  bot  not  ane  aflemblie  of  elderis 
in  euerie  particulare  kirk,  bot  onlie  in  the  townis  and  famous  places,  quhair 
reforte  of  men  of  jugement  and  habilitie  to  that  office,  may  be  had  ; 

7.  Quhare  the  Eldaris  of  particulare  kirkis  about  may  convene  togidder, 
and  haue  ane  commoun  Elderfchip  and  Aflemblie  place  amangis  them,  to 
treat  of  all  thingis  that  concerne  the  congregatioun  of  quhom  thay  haue  the 
owrficht. 

8.  And  as  thair  aucht  to  be  men  appoyntit  to  vnite  and  deuide  the  par- 
rochis, as  neceflitie  and  commodetie  requiris  ;  fa  wald  thair  be  appoyntit 
be  the  Generall  Kirk,  with  the  affent  of  the  Prince,  fie  men  as  feareth 
God,  and  knew  the  eftaitt  of  the  countreis,  that  wer  able  to  nominat  and 
defigne  places,  quher  the  AiFembleis  of  particulare  elderlchippis  fuld  con- 
vene, to  tak  confideratioun  of  the  Dioceis  as  they  wer  diuidet  of  auld,  and 
of  the  eftaitt  of  the  cuntreis  and  prouinces  of  the  realme. 

9.  Likewyfe  as  concerning  Prouinciall  and  Synodall  Affembleis,  con- 
fideratioun wer  eafie  to  be  had,  how  mony  and  in  quhat  places  thay  wer  to 
be  hauldin  ;  and  how  often  thay  Ibuld  convene,  aucht  to  be  referrit  vnto  the 
libertie  of  the  Generall  Kirk,  and  ordour  to  be  appoyntit  thairin. 

10.  The  Nationall  AiTembleis  of  this  cuntre,  callit  commounlie  the  Ge- 
nerall Affembleis,   aucht   alwayis  to   be  retenit  in  thair  awin  libertie,   and 
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liaue  thair  awin  place,  with  power  to  the  Kirk  to  appoynt  tymes  and  places 
convenient  thairfoir. 

11.  And  all  men,  allweill  magiftratis  as  inferiouris,  to  be  fubiedl  to  the 
indgement  of  the  fame  in  eccleiiafticall  cauflis,  without  ony  reclamatioun 
or  appellatioun  to  onie  Judge,  ciuile  or  ecclefiallicall,  within  the  reahne. 

12.  The  libertie  of  eledlioun  of  perfonis  callit  to  ecclefiallicall  funftionis, 
and  obferued  without  interruptit  continewance  fa  lang  as  the  Kirk  wes  not 
corruptit  be  Antichryft,  we  defyre  to  be  reftorit  and  retenit  within  this 
real  me  : 

13.  So  that  nane  be  intrufed  vpoun  ony  congregatioun,  ather  be  Prince 
or  ony  vther  inferiour  perfoun,  without  lauchfuU  eledlioun  and  the  aflent 
of  the  peple  owr  quhom  the  perfoun  is  placet,  as  the  pradleis  of  the  Apof- 
tolicall  primitiue  Kirk  and  guid  ordour  cravis. 

li.  And  becaus  this  ordour,  quhilk  Goddis  Woord  cravis,  can  not  Hand 
with  patronageis  and  prelentationis  to  benefices,  vfit  in  the  Papes  Kirk,  we 
defire  all  thame  that  trewlie  feiris  God,  ernilllie  to  confider.  That  foralf- 
mekleasthe  names  of  patronageis  and  benefices,  togidder  with  the  effe6lthair- 
of,  ar  flowand  frome  the  Pape,  and  corruptioun  of  the  Canone  Law  onlie, 
in  fa  far  as  thairby  ony  perfoun  wes  intrufed  and  placet  owr  kirkis  haveing 
curam  animarum  :  And  forfamekle  as  that  nianer  of  proceiding  hes  na 
grund  in  the  Woorde  of  God,  but  is  contrare  to  the  fame,  and  to  the  faid 
libertie  of  eledlioun,  they  aucht  not  now  to  haue  place  in  this  licht  of  Re- 
formatioun  :  and  thairfoir,  quhafoeuer  will  treulie  imbrace  Goddis  Woord, 
and  defire  the  Kingdome  of  his  Sone  Jefus  Chrill  to  be  aduancit,  they  vvill 
alfo  embrace  and  refaue  that  policie  and  ordour  quhilk  the  V^'^oord  of  God, 
and  vpricht  ftaite  of  his  Kirk  craves  ;  vtherwife  it  is  in  vane  that  thay  fould 
haue  profeflTed  the  famin.  Nochtwithftanding,  as  concerning  vther  pa- 
tronageis of  benefices,  that  haue  not  curam  animarum,  (as  thay  fpeik,)  fie 
as  ar  chaplenreis,  prebendareis  fundit  vpoun  temporall  landis,  annuellis, 
and  ficlike,  may  be  referuit  vnto  the  ancient  patronis  to  difpone  thair- 
upoun,  quhen  they  veak,  to  fcolaris  and  burlaris,  as  thay  ar  requirit  be  the 
A61  of  Parliament. 

15.  As  to  the  Kirk  rentis  in  general),  we  defire  the  ordoure  to  be  ad- 
mittit  and  mantenit  amangis  ws,  that  may  Hand  with  finceritie  of  Goddis 
Woorde,  and  pradleis  of  the  puretie  of  the  Kirk  of  Chrift. 

16.  To  wit,  that  as  wes  befoir  fpokin,  the  haill  rent  and  patrimony  of 
the   Kirk,    (excepting  the   fmall  patronages   befoir    mentionat,)    may   be 
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diuidit  in  four  partis  or  portionis  :  Ane  thairof  to  be  affignit  to  tlie  Paf- 
toiir  for  his  intertenement  and  for  liolpitalitie  ;  ane  vther  to  the  Eldaris, 
Deacones,  and  vtheris  officiaris  of  the  Kirk,  lie  as  Clerkis  of  Affemblies, 
Takaris  vp  of  the  Pfahues,  Beddales,  and  keiparis  of  the  kirkis,  la  far  as 
thay  ar  neceffar  ;  joyning  thairwith  alio  the  Do6louris  and  Scoles,  to  help 
the  ancient  fundationis  quhair  neid  requireth  ;  the  thrid  portioun  to  be 
bellowed  vnto  the  puir  membris  of  the  faitlifull,  and  hofpitallis  ;  the  fourt, 
for  reparatioun  of  the  kirkis,  and  vther  extraordinare  charges  as  ar  proffit- 
able  for  the  Kirk,  and  alfo  for  the  commoun  velth,  gif  neid  require. 

17.  We  defire,  thairfore,  the  ecclefiafticall  guidis  to  be  vpliftit  and  diftri- 
buittit  faithfullie  to  quhoni  they  apperteine,  and  that  be  the  miniftrie  of 
Deacones,  to  quhais  office  propirlie  the  colledlioun  and  diltributioun  thair- 
of belangis  ;  that  the  pure  may  be  anluerit  of  thair  portioun  thairof;  and 
thay  of  the  miniftrie  leue  without  cair  and  folicitude  ;  as  alfo  the  reft 
of  the  thefaurarie  of  the  Kirk  may  be  referuit  and  beftowit  to  the  richt 
vfes. 

18.  Gif  thais  Deacones  be  ele6lit  with  fic  qualeteis  as  Goddis  Woorde 
cravis  to  be  in  thame,  thair  is  no  fear  that  thay  fall  abufe  thame  felffis  in 
thair  office,  as  the  prophane  colle6louris  did  of  befoir. 

19.  Sit  becaus  this  vocatioun  apperis  to  mony  to  be  dangerous,  let 
thame  be  oblegit,  (as  thay  war  of  auld,)  to  ane  geirlie  compt  to  the  Paf- 
turis  and  Elderfchip  ;  and  gif  the  Kirk  and  Prince  think  expedient,  lett 
cautioneris  be  obleft  for  thair  fidelitie,  that  the  Kirk  rentis  on  nawyfe  be 
delapidat. 

20.  And  to  the  effe6l  this  ordour  may  tak  place,  it  is  to  be  prouydit, 
that  all  vtheris  intromettouris  with  the  Kirkis  rentis,  colledlouris  generall 
or  fpeciall,  quhither  it  may  be  by  appointment  of  the  Prince,  or  vtherwife, 
be  denudit  of  forder  intromiffioun  thairof ;  and  fufi'er  the  Kirk  rentis,  in 
tymes  cuming,  tobehallelie  intromettit  with  be  the  miniftre  of  the  Deacones, 
and  diftributit  to  the  vfes  afoir  mentionat. 

21.  And  alfo,  to  the  effe6l  that  the  ecclefiafticall  rentis  may  fuffice  to 
thair  vfes  for  the  quhilkis  thay  ar  to  be  appointtit,  we  think  it  neceffar  to 
be  defyrit,  that  all  alienationis,  fetting  of  fewis  or  takkis  of  the  rentis  of 
the  Kirk,  alfweill  landis  as  teyndis,  in  hurt  and  diminutioun  of  the  auld 
rentallis,  be  reducit  and  annulat,  and  the  patrimonie  of  the  Kirk  reftorit 
to  the  formare  and  auld  libertie. 

22.  And  likewyfe,  that,  in  tymes  cuming,  the  teyndis  be  fett  to  nane 
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bot  to  the  laubouraris  of  the  grund,   or   ellis  nocht  fett  at  all,   as  it  wes 
aggreit  vpoun,  and  fubfcriuit  be  the  Nobilitie  befoir. 


The  Vtilitie  that  fall  flow  of  this  Reformatioun  to  all  Eftaittis.    Cap.  XIIL 

1.  Seing  the  end  of  this  fpirituall  gouernament  and  polecie,  quhairof 
we  fpak,  is  that  God  may  be  glorefeit,  the  Kingdome  of  Jel'us  Chryft 
aduancit,  and  all  they  quha  ar  of  his  myfticall  bodie,  may  leve  paciable  in 
conlbience  :  thairfore  we  dar  bauldlie  affirme,  that  all  they  quha  haue  trew 
refpe6l  to  thais  endis,  will,  evin  for  confcience  caus,  glaidlie  aggrie  and 
conforme  thanie  felffis  to  this  ordour,  and  aduance  the  lame,  fo  fare  as  lyis 
in  thame  ;  that  tliair  confcience  being  fett  at  reft,  they  may  be  replenifhed 
with  fpirituall  gladnes,  in  geving  full  obedience  to  that  quhilk  Goddis 
Woord,  and  the  teftimony  of  their  awin  confcience  dois  craue  ;  and  re- 
fuiing  all  corruptioun  contrare  vnto  the  lame. 

2.  Nixt,  We  fall  becum  ane  exemple  and  patrone  of  guid  and  godlie 
ordour  to  vther  nationis,  cuntries,  and  Kirkis  profeffing  the  fame  religioun 
with  ws  ;  that  as  they  haue  glorefeit  God  in  our  continewing  in  the 
iinceritie  of  the  Word  heitherto,  without  all  erroris,  (prayfe  be  to  His 
name  ;)  fa  they  may  haue  the  like  occafioun  in  our  conuerfatioun,  qulien 
as  we  conforme  oure  felffis  to  that  difcipline,  polecie,  and  guid  ordour, 
quhilk  the  fame  Woord,  and  puritie  of  Reformatioun  cravis  at  our  handis  : 
Vtherwyfe  the  fearful!  lentence  may  be  iuftlie  faid  to  ws,  The  feruand 
knawand  the  will  of  the  Mailler,  and  not  doing  it,  [falbe  beatin  with  manie 
whipps.] 

3.  Mairowre,  gif  we  haue  ony  pitie  or  refpedl  to  the  pure  membris  of 
Chryft,  quha  fa  greitlie  incres  and  multiplie  amangis  ws,  we  will  not  fuiFer 
thame  to  be  langer  defraudit  of  that  parte  of  the  patrimony  of  the  Kirk, 
quhilk  iuftlie  belangeth  vnto  thame  :  And  be  this  ordour,  gif  it  be  deulie 
put  in  executioun,  the  burding  of  thame  falbe  takin  of  ws,  to  our  greit 
confort ;  the  ftreittis  falbe  clanged  of  tlie  cryingis  and  murmuringis  of 
thame  ;  as  we  falbe  na  mair  a  fldander  to  vther  nationis,  as  we  haue 
heitherto  bene,  for  not  taking  ordour  with  the  pure  amangis  ws,  and 
caufing  the  Woord  quhilk  we  profes  to  be  euell  fpokin  of,  geveing  occalioun 
of  fclander  to  the  enemeis,  and  offending  the  confcience  of  the  (imple 
and  (jodiie. 
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4.  Befidis  this,  it  falbe  a  greit  eafe  and  commoditie  to  the  baill  commoun 
peple,  and  releving  thame  of  the  beilding  and  vphaulding  of  thair  kirkis, 
in  bigging  of  briggis  and  vther  like  publidt  warkis ;  to  the  lauboraris  of 
the  grund,  in  the  payment  of  thair  teyndis  ;  and  fchortlie  in  all  theis 
thingis,  quhairvnto  thaj  haue  bene  heitherto  rigorouilie  handlit  be  thame 
that  war  falllie  callit  Kirk  men,  thair  takkifuien,  faftouris,  [chamerlanes] 
and  extortioneris. 

5.  Finallie,  To  the  Kingis  Majellie  and  commoun  welth  of  the  cuntrie, 
this  profit  fall  redound,  that  the  vther  efFairis  of  the  Kirk  being  fuffi- 
cientlie  prouydit  according  to  the  diftributioun,  of  the  quhilk  hes  bene 
fpokin,  the  fuperplus  being  colledlit  into  the  thefaurarie  of  the  Kirk,  maybe 
profitablie  imployit,  and  liberallie  beftowit  vpoun  the  extraordinare  fupport 
of  the  effearis  of  the  Prince  and  commoun  welth  ;  and  fpeciallie  of  that 
part  quhilk  is  appointit  for  reparatioun  of  the  kirkis. 

6.  Sa  to  conclude,  all  being  willing  to  apply  thame  felffis  to  this  ordour, 
the  peple  fuffering  thame  felffis  to  be  reulit  according  thairunto,  (the 
Princes  and  Magiilratis  thame  felffis  not  being  exemit,)  and  thay  that  ar 
placit  in  ecclefiafticall  ellait  rychtlie  rewling  and  gouerning  ;  God  falbe 
glorefeit,  the  Kirk  edifeit,  the  boundis  thairof  enlargit  j  Chryft  Jefus  and 
his  Kingdome  fett  vp  ;  Sathane  and  his  kingdome  fubuertit  j  and  God  fall 
dwell  in  the  middis  of  ws,  to  our  confort,  throw  Jeliis  Chryft,  quha, 
togidder  with  the  Fader,  and  the  Halie  Ghaift,  abydeth  bliffit  in  all 
eternitie.     Amen. 

ENDIS  THE  BOOKE  OF  DISCIPLINE. 


Anent  the  Confeifioun  of  Faith  latlie  fett  foorth  be  the  Kings  Majefties 
proclamatioun,  and  fubfcryvit  be  his  Hienes  :  The  Kirk,  in  ane  voyce, 
acknowledgis  the  faid  Confeffioun  to  be  ane  true  and  Chriftian  Confeffioun, 
to  be  aggreit  vnto  be  luch  as  truelie  profeflls  Chryft  and  his  true  religioun  ; 
and  the  tenour  thairof  to  be  followed  out,  as  the  famein  is  laid  out  in  the 
faid  proclamatioun. 

[Anent  the  delationes  given  in  againft  fome  of  the  Miniftrie,  to  the 
eflfedt  the  Kirk  may  be  purged  of  the  flandrous  members  thereof :  The 
Aflemblie  have  given  power  and  commiffione  to  their  loved  brethren,  Mr 
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Andrew  Hay,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  David  Lindfey,  Mr  Adam  John- 
ftoune,  John  Dourie,  John  Johnftoune,  Mr  John  Davidfone,  Mr  John 
Craig,  John  Duncanfone  and  John  Brand,  or  to  the  moft  part  of  their 
number,  to  fummond  the  perfons  accufed  before  them,  and  to  take  tryal 
and  inquilitione  of  the  hainous  and  flanderous  acculationes  layed  againil 
them,  and  what  they  find  be  procefs  of  trial,  to  report  to  the  nixt  Affem- 
blie,  that  order  may  be  taken  with  them  as  accordeth,  for  purging  of  the 
Kirk  of  God.  C] 

[Anent  the  printing  of  the  method  of  preaching  and  prophelieing  let 
out  be  and  fliewed  and  read  in  the  AfTemblie  :     The 

Aflemblie  hath  thoght  meet,  that  the  famine  may  be  committed  to  irons 
and  printed,  as  neceffary  for  the  forme  of  teaching,  and  to  be  put  in  Scots 
be  their  brother,  Mr  Thomas  Smetone.  C.  &  B.] 

Forfameikle  as  Abbots,  Commendatours,  Pryours,  Pryorelfis,  and 
Bilchops,  provydit  of  auld  vnder  the  name  of  Eccleliafticall  [perfons,] 
bruiks  the  rents  and  revenews  of  the  Kirk,  without  exerceing  any  fpiritual 
fun6lioun  therin,  or  recognofcing  the  true  Kirk,  devoreing  the  patrimonie 
of  the  fame,  and  daylie  diminifching  the  rents  of  thair  benefices  :  The 
Kirk  and  Aflemblie  prefent  hes  determined  and  refolved,  That  all  fuch 
perfons  befor  named  falbe  cited  be  the  Prelbyteries,  to  compeir  befor  the 
nixt  Generall  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk,  to  i'ubmitt  themfelves  therto,  as  they 
will  anfuer  to  the  Kirk. 

Anent  Reidars  :  Forfameikle  as  in  Aflemblies  preceiding,  the  office 
therof  was  concludit  to  be  no  ordinar  office  in  the  Kirk  of  God,  and  the 
admiflion  of  them  fulpendit  to  the  prefent  Affemblie  :  The  Kirk,  in  ane 
voyce,  hes  votit  and  concludit  ftirder.  That  in  no  tyme  comeing  any 
Reider  be  admittit  to  the  office  of  Reidar,  be  any  having  power  within 
the  Kirk. 

Ordaines  the  Commiflioners  of  Countreyes  to  give  in  the  names  at  after- 
noone,  of  the  perfons  they  think  meitt  to  the  vnioun  and  diviiioun  of 
the  Kirks. 

[The  Aflemblie  giveth  full  power  and  commiflione  to  their  loved 
brethren,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  James  Lawfbn,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr 
John  Craig,  John  Duncanfone,  Mr  Adam  Johniloun,  John  Brand,  John 
Durie,  Mr  Walter  Balcanquil,  to  confider  and  advife  upon  the  Articles 
and  Petitions  given  in  be  the  Kings  Majefties  Commilfioner,  in  fo  far  as 
yet  are  unrefolved  in  full  AiFemblie  ;    ryply  to  confult  thereupon  be  the 

3  T 
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judgment  and  light  of  the  beft  learned  they  can  have,  and  to  conceive  a 
formal  anfwer  thereto  in  write,  to  be  prefented  be  them  to  the  nixt 
Generall  AiFemblie,  to  the  efFe6l  the  Kings  MajeRie  and  Counfel  may 
receive  and  direfil  folid  anfwer  thereto  ;  as  likewife  to  conferr,  reafon, 
and  communicat  upon  fuch  Articles,  with  fuch  as  pleafeth  the  King  and  his 
Counfel  to  depute  thereto,  if  need  be  ;  and,  farther,  to  intimat  to  his 
Hienes,  how  far  the  Ail'eniblie  had  proceeded  concerning  the  anfwer 
imto  his  Hienes  Articles,  and  whereupon  the  Affemblie  ftandeth,  that  his 
Hienes  may  underftand  their  willing  concurrence  with  his  Majeiiies  good 
intentione,  in  eftablifliing  good  Policie  within  the  Kirk  :  The  fpecial 
informatione  to  be  given  to  his  Hienes  and  Counfel  to  be  this,  That  the 
Alfemblie  praifeth  God  greatly  for  his  Majeiiies  zealous  and  chriftian 
affe6lione  for  promoving  of  good  order  within  his  Kirk,  with  thanks  to 
his  Hienes  for  the  labors  which  had  been  taken  for  conftitiition  of  Pref- 
bytries,  union  and  divilione  of  Kirks,  which  the  Affemblie  had  fo  far 
travelled,  that  certan  Prelbytries  ar  be  them  eredled,  feme  platts  of  Kirks 
received,  although  not  abfolutely  ended,  the  names  alfo  of  the  perlbns  the 
brethren  think  fit  to  imite  and  divide  the  Kirks  in  a  part  received,  as 
fliortnes  of  time  and  prefence  of  the  Commiflioners  would  permit.  C] 

Certain  appointed  to  forme  the  Articles  aggreed  on  in  Conference. 

The  advyce  of  the  Kirk  concerning  the  diredlioun  of  Prefentatiounes, 
that  they  be  direclit  to  the  Preibyteries. 

[Herewith]  to  crave  of  his  Hienes,  for  performance  of  the  wark  in- 
tendit,  that  Prelacies  be  diflblvit. 

Seffio  10«- 

Anent  the  place  of  repentance  to  be  appointit  to  Captaine  Anllruther, 
for  his  fearefull  defedlioun  from  the  true  religioun  in  the  parts  of  France  : 
The  haynoufnes  and  gravitie  of  his  defedlioun  beeing  weill  weyit  and  con- 
fidderit,  qubilk  requyrit  folemne  and  notorious  repentance.  The  Kirk  hes 
thoght  meitt,  and  be  voting  concludit.  that  his  repentance  be  made  in 
the  citie  of  Sandl  Androes,  after  the  forme  of  difcipline  fett  out  againll 
apoltates. 


1581.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  515 


[Ane  (hort  and  general  Confeffione  of  the  true  Chriftiane  Fayth  and 
Religione,  according  to  Godis  Vorde,  and  A6lis  of  our  Perlauient, 
lubfcryued  by  the  Kingis  Maiellie  and  his  Houlhold,  v\-ith  jindrie 
otheris,  to  the  glorie  of  God,  and  good  example  of  all  men  att  Edin- 
burght,  the  28  day  of  Januare  1580,  and  14  yeare  of  his  Maiefties 
reigrne.* 


We  all,  and  ewerie  one  of  ws  wndervritten,  protell,  that  after  long  and 
dew  examination  of  owre  Confciences  in  matteris  of  true  and  falfe  reli- 
gioun,  are  now  throchly  refolued  in  the  trueth,  by  the  Worde  and 
Sprit  of  God  :  And  therefore  we  beleue  with  owre  heartis,  confelle  with 
owre  mouthes,  fubfcrywe  with  owre  handis,  and  conftantly  affirme  before 
God  and  the  whole  world.  That  this  onely  is  the  true  Chriiliane  Fayth  and 
Religion,  pleafing  God  and  bringing  liiluation  to  man,  quhilk  is  now,  by 
the  mercy  of  God,  reweled  to  the  world  by  the  preaching  of  the  blelFed 
Ewangell ;  and  is  receaued,  beleued,  and  defended  by  raanie  and  findrie 
notable  Kyrkis  and  realmes  ;  but  chiefly  by  the  Kyrk  of  Scotland,  the 
Kingis  Maieftie,  and  three  Eftatis  of  this  Realme,  as  Godis  eternall  trueth 
and  onely  ground  of  our  Saluation,  as  more  particulerly  is  exprelTed  in 
the  Confelfion  of  owre  Fayth,  ftablilhed  and  publi6lly  confirmed  by  iindrie 
Aclis  of  Perlamentis,  and  now  of  a  long  tyme  hath  bene  openly  profeffed 
by  the  Kingis  Maieftie,  and  whole  body  of  this  Realme  both  in  brught 
and  land  :  To  the  quhilk  Confeffion  and  Forme  of  Religion  we  willingly 
agree  in  owre  confcience  in  all  poyntis,  as  wnto  Godis  wndoubted  trueth 
and  weritie,  grounded  onely  wpon  his  written  Worde  :     And  therefore  we 


*  Printed  from  the  original  in  the  Advocates  Library,  endorsed — "  Covenant  subscryved  be  King 
James  of  worthie  memorie  and  his  lioushold,  28  Jan.  1580.  Sent  frome  Somcr  in  France  be  Alon- 
seur    ....    to  my  Lord  Scottistarvett  in  Aug.  1641." 
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abliorre  and  deleft  all  contrarie  religion  and  do6lrine  ;  but  cheiflyall  kynd 
of  papiftrie  in  generall,  and  particular  headis,  ewen  as  they  are  now  damned 
and  confuted  by  the  Worde  of  God,  and  Kirk  of  Scotland  :  But  in  fpecale 
we  deteft  and  reful'e  the  ufurped  authoritie  of  that  Romane  Antichrill 
wpon  the  Scriptures  of  God,  wpon  the  Kirk,  the  Ciwill  Magiftrate,  and 
confcience  of  men  ;  all  his  tyrranous  lawes  made  wpon  indifferent  thinges 
agaynft  owre  Chriftiane  libertie  ;  his  erroneous  do6lrine  agaynft  the  Iliffici- 
encie  of  His  written  Worde,  the  perfe6lion  of  the  Lawe,  the  office  of  Chrill 
and  his  bleffed  Ewangell  ;  his  corrupted  doctrine  concernyng  originall 
synne,  owre  naturall  inabilitie  and  rebellion  to  godlines,  owre  juftifica- 
tioun  by  fayth  onely,  owre  imperfe6l  fan6lification  and  obedience  to  the 
Law  ;  the  nature,  number,  and  wle  of  the  holie  Sacramentis  ;  his  fywe  baf- 
tard  Sacramentis,  with  all  his  ritis,  ceremoneis  and  falfe  do6trine,  added 
to  the  miniftration  of  the  true  Sacramentis  without  the  Worde  of  God  ;  his 
cruell  judgement  agaynft  infantis  deperting  without  the  Sacrament ;  his 
abfolute  neceflitie  of  baptifme  ;  his  blafphemous  opinion  of  tranffubftantia- 
tion,  or  reall  prefence  of  Chrifts  body  in  the  Elements,  and  receawing  of 
the  fame  by  the  wicked,  or  bodeis  of  men  ;  his  difpenfationeis  with  lolemnes 
othes,  periuries,  and  degreis  of  mariage  forbidden  in  the  Worde  ;  his  crueltie 
agaynft  the  innocent  deuorced  ;  his  diwilifhe  INIes  ;  his  blafphemous  prieft- 
hood ;  his  prophane  facrifice  for  the  fynnes  of  the  dead  and  the  quyck  ;  his 
canonization  of  men,  calling  wpon  angelis  and  fain6lis  deperted  ;  worfliip- 
ing  of  imagrie,  reliques  and  croces  ;  dedicating  of  kyrkis,  altaris,  dayis ; 
woues  to  creatures  ;  his  purgatorie,  prayeris  for  the  dead,  praying  or  fpeak- 
ing  in  a  ftrange  langwage  ;  with  his  proceffiounis  and  blafphemous  Letanie, 
and  multitude  of  Aduocatis  or  Mediatoreis  ;  his  manifold  ordoures  ;  auri- 
cular confelllon  ;  his  defpered  and  wncertayne  repentance  ;  his  generall 
and  doubtfome  Fayth  ;  fatiffafilioneis  of  men  for  theyr  fynnes ;  his 
juftification  by  workes ;  his  opus  operatum,  workes  of  fupererogation, 
meritis,  pardons,  perigrinationes,  and  flationeis  ;  his  holy  water,  baptifyng 
of  bellis,  cungering  of  fpritis,  crocing,  faning,  anoynting,  coniuring, 
hallowing  of  Godis  good  creatures,  with  the  fuperftitious  opinion  joyned 
therewith ;  his  worldlie  monarchie,  and  wicked  hierarchic ;  his  three 
folemne  woues,  with  all  his  fliawelingis  of  fyndrie  fortes  ;  his  erroneous  and 
bloodie  decretes  made  at  Trent,  with  all  the  fublbryweris  and  approweris 
of  that  cruell  and  bloodie  band,  coniured  agaynft  the  Kyrk  of  God.     And 
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finally,  we  detell  all  his  wane  allegories,  ritis,  %nes,  and  traditioneis  brooht 
in  the  Kyrk,  without  or  agaynll  the  VVorde  of  God,   and  do6lrine  of  this 
true  reformed  Kyrk  ;  to  the  quhilk  we  joyne  owrefelues  willingly,  in  doc- 
trine, fayth,  religion,  difcipline,  and  wfe  of  the  holie  Sacramentis,  aslyuely 
raemberis  of  the  fame   in  Chrift  owre   Head  :  promiiing  and  fiiearing  by 
the  great  name  of  the  Lord  owre  God,  That   we   fliall   continue  in  the 
obedience  of  the  dodlrine  and  difcipline  of  this  Kyrk,  and  Ihall  defend  the 
lame  according  to  owre  wocation  and  pouer,   all  the  dayes  of  owre  Ivues, 
wnder  the  paines   conteyned   in  the  Law,    and   danger   both    of  body  and 
faule  in  the  day  of  Godis  fearfull  judgement.      And   leing  that  manie  are 
ftyrred  wp  by  Satan,  and  that  Romane  Antichrii!:,  to  promiie,  fiieare,  fub- 
icryue,  and  for  a  tyme  wfe  the  holie  Sacramentis  in  the  Kyrk  deceatfully, 
agaynft  there  owne  confcience  ;  mynding  heireby,  fyrft,  wnder  the  externall 
clok  of  the  religion,  to  corrupt  and  lubuert  fecretly  Godis  true  reli"-ioa 
within  the  Kirk  ;  and  afterward,   when   tyme  may  feme,  to  become  open 
enemeis  and  perfecutoris  of  the  fame,   wnder  wane  hope  of  the  Papis  dif- 
penfation,  diuifed  agaynft  the  Vorde  of  God,  to  his  greater  confufion,  and 
theyr  dowble  condemnation  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jeliis  :     We  therefore 
willing  to  tak  away  all  fufpition    of  hypocrilie,    and  of  fyk  dowble  dealin"- 
with  God,  and  his   Kirk,   proteft  and   call  the  Searcher  of  all  heartis  for 
witnes,   that   owre  myndis  and   heartis   do  fullely  agree   with  this  owre 
Confedion,  promife,  othe,  and  fubfcription  ;  fo  that  we  are  not  moved  for 
any  worldly  refpedl,  hot  are  perf waded  onely  in  owre  confcience,  throught 
the  knawledge  and  loue  of  Godis  true  religion,   prented  in  oiire  heartis  by 
the  Holy  Sprit,  as  we  shall  anfwer  to  Him  in  the  day,  when  the  fecretis  of 
all  heartis  ilialbe  difclofed.      And  becaufe  we   perceaue  that  the   quietnes 
and  ftabilitie  of  owre    Religion  and  Kirk  dotli  depend  wpon   the  fuwetie 
and  good  behaviour  of  the  Kyngis  Maieftie,  as  wpon  ane  confortable  inftru- 
ment  of  Godis  mercy  graunted  to  this  cowntrey,   for  the  mainteinino-  of 
his  Kyrk,  and  miniftration  of  Juftice  amongis  ws  ;    We  proteft  and  promife 
folemnetly  with  oure  heartis,  vnder  the  fame  othe,   hand  writ,  and  panes 
that  we  fliall  defend  his  perfone  and  authoritie  with  owregeyr,  bodvesand 
lyues,  in  the  defence  of  Chriftis  Euangell,  libertie  of  owre  countrey,  minifl 
tration  of  juftice,   and  punifliment  of  iniquitie,   agaynft  all  enemeis  within 
this  realme  or  without,  as  we  defyre  owre  God  to  be  a  ftrong  and  mercv- 
fuU  defender  to  ws,   in  the  day  of  owre  death,   and  cuming  of  oure  Lord 
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Jellis  Chrift  :     To  whonie,   with  the  Father   and  the  Holie  Sprit,   be  all 
honour  and  glorie  eternally.     Amen. 


James  R. 
Mr  Johne  Crag. 
Jhon  Duncanfon. 
Michaell  Elphinftoun. 
P.  Yowng. 
Robert  Erikyne. 
James  Elphinftoun. 
S.  Borthik  vithe  hand  and  hart. 
Welgame  Crag. 
Jhone  Mordo. 

James  Coluill  of  Eft  Wemes. 
George  Douglas. 
Alex'.  Durem. 
Walter    Steuart    Pryore    of 

Blantyre. 
Villiam  Ruthen  off  Ballandane, 
Jhon  Scrymgeour  gownger  off 

Glafwall. 
William  Morray. 
Dauid  Murray. 
James  Frafler. 


Lenox. 

Mortoune. 

Bothwell. 

Argyll. 

Ruthven. 

Robert  Stewart. 

Seton. 

R.  Dumfermling. 

P.  Mr.  of  Gray. 

Cathcart. 

James  Halyburtoun. 

James  L.  Ogiluy. 

Allane  L.  Cathcartt. 

Villiam  Schaw. 

James  Steuart. 

AH'  Seytown. 

J.  Chiflile. 

Richard  Heriot. 

Maifter  Thomas  Hamilton. 

Waltir  Kyer. 


[Seeing  that  Wee  and  our  houfehold  have  fubfcribed  and  given  this 
publick  Confeflione  of  our  Faith,  to  the  good  exemple  of  our  lubjefts  : 
We  command  and  charge  all  Commiffioners  and  Minifters,  to  crave  the 
fame  Confeflione  of  their  pariflioners,  and  to  proceed  againft  the  refufers 
according  to  our  laws,  and  order  of  the  Kirk,  delivering  their  names  and 
lawfuU  procefs  to  the  Minifters  of  our  houi'e,  with  all  haft  and  dilligence, 
under  the  pain  of  fourtie  pound  to  be  taken  from  their  ftipends,  that  We, 
with  advice  of  our  Counfel,  may  take  order  with  I'uch  proud  contemners 
of  God  and  our  laws.  Subfcribed  with  our  hand  at  Halyrudhoufe,  the 
fecond  day  of  March  1580,  the  14  year  of  our  Reigne.     C] 
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[Apud  Edinburgh  vltinio  die  menfis  Aprilis,  Anno  CI)  v"^  Ixxxj". 

Sederunt. 
Colinus  Comes  Ergadie  Cancellarius. 
Joannes  Conies  de  Montrois. 
VVillielmus  Dominus  Ruthven. 
Alexander  Magifter  de  Mar. 
Robertus  Coinmendatarius  de  Dumferniling. 
Commendatarius  de  San6l  Colme. 
Commendatarius  de  Culros. 
Clericus  Regiflri. 
Clericus  Juiliciarie. 
Aduocatus. 

The  quhilk  day  the  Lordis  of  Secrete  Counfale  and  the  Conimiflioners 
of  the  Kirk  prefentlie  convenit,  hes  concludit,  aggreit  and  ordanit,  That 
all  benefices  of  cure  prefentlie  vacand,  and  that  heirefter  ial  happin  tovaik, 
and  be  at  his  Hienes  prefentatioun,  afoir  the  firit  day  of  Nouember  nixto- 
cum,  fall  remane  vacand  and  vndilponit  quhill  the  famin  day  ;  that,  in  the 
raeyn  tynie,  it  may  be  conliderit  and  aggreit  vpoun  the  forme  of  difpoli- 
tioun  of  the  faids  benefices  ;  and  the  ellate  and  qualiteis  of  the  peri'onis, 
to  quhom  the  famin  benefices,  and  all  vther  that  fal  happin  to  vaik  heir- 
efter, I'albe  difponit. 


Apud  Edinburgh,  nono  die  meniis  Maij,  Anno  Domini  Cl)  v'  Ixxxj". 

The  Kingis  Maieflie,  with  auil'e  of  the  Lordis  of  Secrete  Counfale,  after 
iindre  conferences  had  anent  the  conltitutioun  of  the  ecclefiafticall  polecie, 
hes  found  it  hard  and  difficill  to  attene  to  ony  formall  order  thairanent 
likly  to  haue  continewance  to  the  pofteritie,  quhill  the  ancient  boundis  of 
the  diocyes  be  delbluit  quhair  the  parochins  ar  thick  togidder,  and  fmall 
to  be  vnitit ;  and  quhair  thay  ar  of  ower  greit  and  large  boundis  to  be 
deuidit ;  that  thairefter  preibitereis  or  elderfchippis  may  be  conllitute. 
And  to  the  effe6l  that  this  work  may  proceid 
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of  God  and  eafe  and  contentment  of  all  his  Hienes  gud  fubie6lis,  his 
Maiellie  hes  diredlit  his  ernift  and  efFe6luus  letters  to  certaine  nowmer  of 
nobkmen,  barronis,  gentlemen,  and  minifters  in  certane  boundis  and 
parochins  mentionat  in  his  Maiefties  dire6lioun,  willing  thame  that  thay 
v^ith  iamony  vtheris  as  thay  fall  find  gude  to  call  vnto  thair  afllflance,  fall 
convene  togidder  and  confult  altogether;  or  then,  with  commoun  con- 
lent,  ele6l  fum  fewar  nowmer  amangis  thame,  of  beft  jiigement,  zeale  and 
experience,  to  conlidder  and  try  the  ancient  and  prefent  eftaites  of  all  the 
particular  kirkis  and  parochinis  in  thair  boundis  ;  and  how  the  minifteris 
thair  may  be  beft  plantit  and  fuftenit  in  a  certaine  and  ordinar  form  liklie 
to  haue  continewance  to  the  pofteritie,  as  in  his  Hienes  letters  and 
direelioun  thairanent  mair  Ipeciallie  is  conceivit ;  and  to  fend  thair  report 
thairvpoun  in  dew  forme,  in  als  fpeciall  maner  as  may  be  ;  togidder  with 
thair  gude  aduife  anent  the  executioun  of  the  A61  of  Parliament,  for 
pvneifment  of  vagabunds,  and  fiipport  of  the  pure,  betuix  and  the 
day  of  nixtocum.     Bot  becaus  it  is  vnderfl^and  to   his  Hienes 

and  his  laid  Secrete  Counfale,  that  lindre  of  the  noblemen,  barronis, 
gentlemen  and  vtheris,  to  quhom  his  Maiellie  hes  diredl  his  lettirs  for 
executioun  and  furtherance  of  this  gude  work,  ftands  in  fie  termes  for 
deidlit  feidis,  grudgeis,  variances  and  occafiouns  of  dilpleafours  amangis 
thame,  as  thay  wilbe  flaw  to  convene  togidder  for  this  effect,  of  thair  awin 
motioun,  without  his  Hienes  expres  commandment :  his  Maiellie  alwyie 
intending,  be  Godis  grace,  that  the  fame  work  fall  proceid  with  all  guidlie 
expeditioun,  feing  it  concernis  the  glorie  of  God,  his  Hienes  felf,  and  the 
repois  and  quietnes  of  his  haill  llibieclis  and  thair  pofteritie,  thairfore 
ordanis  lettirs  to  be  dire6l  to  ofBciaris  of  armes,  fchireiBs  in  that  part, 
chargeing  thame  to  pas,  and  in  his  Hienes  name  and  au6loritie  command 
and  charge  all  and  findre  noblemen,  barronis  and  gentlemen,  to  quhom 
his  Hienes  lettirs  foirfaidis  ar  direct,  amangis  quhom  ony  difpleafour, 
grudge  or  vnkyndnes  ftandis,  that  they  convene  togidder  at  the  places  re- 
lpe6liue  contenit  in  his  faidis  lettirs,  at  fie  day  or  dayes  as  the  minifters 
nominat  in  his  Hienes  dire6lioun  lall  appoint ;  and  thairwith  with  commoun 
aduife  to  do  quhat  in  tliame  lyis,  for  the  execution  of  his  Hienes  direftioun 
foirfaid  ;  and  to  fend  thair  report  thairvpoun  at  the  day  appointit  :  And 
to  that  effe6l,  to  command  and  charge  thame,  thatnane  of  thame  tak  vpoun 
hand  to  inuaid,  raoleft,  perfew  or  inquiet  vtheris  be  way  of  deid  be  thame- 
felffis,  thair  kin,  freindis,  ieruandis,  afllfters,  partakers,  or  vtheris  that  they 
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may  lett,  or  to  mak  prouocatiouii  of  trouble  or  difpleafour  to  vtheris  in 
word,  deid  or  countenance  ;  and,  gif  neid  be,  to  gif  and  reflaue  affurance 
ilk  ane  of  vtheris,  to  be  vnhurt,  vnharmit,  moleftit,  troublit,  or  perfewit 
vtherwyfe  then  be  the  ordinar  cours  of  law  and  iuftice  :  To  indure  quhill 
the  firft  day  of  Nouember  nixtocum,  quhairthrow  the  faid  work  may  pro- 
ceid  with  the  better  confent  and  diligence,  as  thay  and  euery  ane  of  thame 
will  anfuer  to  his  Hienes  vpoun  thair  obedience  at  thair  vttermaift  charge 
and  perrell  ;  with  certificatioun  to  thame  that  failgeis,  thay  falbe  repute  and 
eftemit  the  hinderars  and  flayers  of  the  progres  of  the  faid  gude  work,  and 
the  makers  and  nvriflaris  of  trouble  and  diforder  in  his  Hienes  realme,  and 
callit,  perfewit  and  pvneift  thairfore  as  accordis,  with  all  rigour  in  exemple 
of  vtheris.    Reg.  Sec.  Cone] 


3u 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXXI. 


The  Generall  Affemblie  convenit  at  Edenburgh,  the  17  day  of  06lo- 
ber  1581 :     Quher  ther  was  prefent  the  Commiffioners. 

Exhortation  beand  made  be  Mr  Robert  Pont :  Leits,  Mrs  Johne  Craig, 
Andro  Melvill,  David  Lindefay,  and  Johne  Duncanfone.  The  faid  Mr 
Johne,  be  pluralitie  of  votes,  was  cholin  Moderator  hac  vice,  whofe  abfence 
foirnoone  the  faid  Mr  Robert  was  ordanit  to  fupplie. 


Seffio  1«- 

[To  the  efFe6l  the  adliones  to  be  handled  in  this  Affemblie,  may  be  the 
fooner  and  ryplier  difpatched,  the  Affemblie  hath  thought  meet,  that  cer- 
tain AlFeflbrs  be  chofen,  at  extraordinary  hours  to  prepare  matters  to  be 
treated  in  this  Affemblie  ;  and  to  that  purpofe  hath  nominate  Mr  James 
Lowfone,  Robert  Pont,  Andro  Hay,  Andro  Melvill,  David  Lindefay, 
Thomas  Smeitoun,  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  Andro  Polwart,  and  David  Fer- 
gufone,  to  conveen  with  the  Moderator  in  Mr  James  Lowfones  Galrie  at 
8  hours  before  noone,  and  two  after  noone,  and  to  continue  fo  furth  to 
the  end  of  this  Conventione.      C.  &  B.] 
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Seflio  2«- 

The  Affemblie  ordainit  [their  brethren,]  Mr  Adam  Johnftoun  and 
Johne  Durie  to  paffe  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  in  name  of  the  Affemblie, 
[humblie]  defyreing  his  Hienes  to  dire6l  Commiffioners  from  his  Grace 
to  fie  the  proceidings  of  the  Affemblie,  and  continue  therein  j  quho 
returning  [from  his  Grace  with  anfwer,]  declarit,  that  for  fundrie  affaires 
of  Counfell  he  could  dire6l  none  quhill  Thureiday,  and  that  day  his 
Grace  fould  fend  fome  inftrudlit  with  his  commiffioun. 

The  haill  Bifchops  being  callit,  none  was  prefent  but  Dumblane. 

[Anent  the  Conflitutioun  of  Prelbyteries  appointit  in  the  laft  Affemblie  : 
The  perfons  to  quhom  the  charge  thereof  was  committit  being  callit  to  give 
a  compt  of  thair  diligence  heirin  :  Firft,  for  Lothian,  It  was  anfwered 
concerning  the  Prelbytrie  of  Linlithgow,  that  they  had  not  proceidit 
therein,  be  reaibn  they  underilood  that  thir  diverfe  geirs  bygane  no 
Exercife  hes  been  in  Linlithgow,  befyde  the  inlaike  of  a  good  Moderator 
there  ;  and  therfor  thoght  it  meiteft  that  the  Prefbyterie  fould  be  in  Calder, 
quher  the  Superintendent  might  be  had  to  be  Moderator ;  alwayes  referris 
that  to  the  judgment  of  the  brether.  C.  &  B.] 

After  voting  [in  the  matter,]  the  Kirk  concludit.  That  the  Preibyterie  be 
Hill  in  Lynlithgow  quhill  the  nixt  Affemblie,  and  no  tranfporting  nor  change 
of  the  place  of  the  Prefbyterie  be  [made]  without  the  determinatioun  of  the 
Generall  Affemblie  ;  as  lykewayes  of  all  vther  Prelbyteries ;  admoniOiing 
alfo  the  towne  of  Lynlithgow,  be  thair  Commiffioner,  that  if  good  concur- 
rance  be  not  had  be  them  thervnto,  that  the  Kirk  wald  tranfport  the  Pref- 
byterie from  them.  [Morover,  for  the  better  eftablifhing  of  the  faid  Prel- 
bytrie in  Linlithgow,  the  Affembly  delired  their  brother,  Mr  James  Law- 
fon,  with  advice  of  the  brethren  of  theie  parts,  to  try  how  the  fame  may 
moft  conveniently  be  done,  and  to  report  his  judgment  the  morne. 

As  concerning  Fife  :  In  refpedl  fiindry  doubts  were  alledged  for  the  ftay 
of  the  executione  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Affemblie,  the  Affemblie  or- 
deans  the  fame  to  be  put  in  write  againft  Thurfday,  at  which  time  they 
ftiall  receive  their  anfwer. 

And  for  as  meikle  as  many  of  the  brethren  craved  uniformitie  to  be  had 
in  the  forme  of  eredlione  of  the  Prefbytries,  and  a  certain  rule  to  be  pre- 
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Icrived,  to  be  keeped  in  times  coming  ;  the  Affembly  ordeaneth  their  bre- 
thren, Mr  James  Lawfon  and  Mr  Thomas  Smetone,  to  conceive  in  write 
the  forme  thereof,  at  Ibme  extraordinar  hours,  and  to  prefent  the  fame  to 
the  AlFemblie  to  be  judged  upon. 

Concerning  Angus  and  Merns  :  Report  was  made,  that  the  brethren 
had  concurred,  and  layd  a  Plat  of  the  Preibytrie  whereupon  they  had 
agreed  ;  and  if  the  Affemblie  thought  meet,  they  would  continue  the  fame. 
The  Affembly  ordeaned  the  order  hereof  to  be  prefented  to  the  brethren 
the  morne. 

Anent  the  Prefbytrie  of  Stirline  :  Albeit  the  fame  was  appointed  be 
the  General  Affemblie,  and  Dumblane  ordeaned  to  be  one  of  the  Kirks 
thereof ;  yet  fundry  of  the  brethren  alledged  that  there  might  be  a  Pref- 
bytrie in  Dumblane  of  a  fufficient  number  of  Kirks,  and  another  at  Stir- 
line.  The  Affemblie  ordeaned  a  Piatt  of  their  Kirks  to  be  exhibit  the 
morne,  to  be  conllilted  upon. 

Tuiching  Glalgow,  it  was  declared  that  the  ordinance  of  the  Affemblie 
was  fatiffied.  C] 


Seffio  S»' 

[Anent  the  Conftitutione  of  the  refl;  of  the  Prefbytries  appointed  in  the 
laft  Affemblie,  the  brethren  remit  the  further  handling  thereof  to  the  heid 
of  planting  of  kirks.     C.  &  B.] 

[Anent  the  Kings  Majefties  Miffive  prefented  be  Mr  Walter  Lindiey, 
concerning  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  Minifter  at  Stirline  :  The  AlFembly 
hath  delayed  their  anfwer  till  four  afternoone  ;  and  alfo  to  the  propofitione 
of  the  brethren  of  Glafgow,  who  this  day  were  charged  be  Mr  George 
Young,  in  name  of  the  Kings  Majeftie,  to  give  their  refolut  anfwer  con- 
cerning the  admiffion  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  the  morne  afterncone. 

[Anent  the  complaint  made  upon  Alexander  Mure,  Minifter  of  Falk- 
land, quho  raaried  perfons  divorcit  for  adulterie  ;  and  Alexander  Forrefter, 
Minifter  at  Tranent,  quho  baptizat  ane  bairne  in  ane  privat  houfe,  againft 
the  good  order  of  the  Kirk,  for  which  he  lyes  under  fufpenfion  from  his 
office  :  The  Affembly,  after  the  acknowledging  of  his  offence  and  flander 
given  by  him,   in  tranfgreffing  and  breaking  the  A6ts  of  the  Affemblie, 
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ordeaneth  him  to  be  reftored  to  the  fun6lione  of  the  Minillrie,  he  making 
publick  repentance  in  the  kirk  of  Tranent  for  the  fame,  in  prefence  of  Mr 
Andrew  Blackball,  Minifter  ;  and  that  the  like  order  be  obferved  againft 
others  who,  in  tynies  bypaft,  have  broken  the  good  order  of  the  Kirk  in 
the  minillratione  of  Baptiznie  in  privat  houfes  :  And  for  efchewing  of 
fuch  diffordour  in  tyme  comeing,  and  lykewayes  miniftratioun  of  the  Lords 
Supper,  and  celebratioun  of  Manage  in  privat  houfes,  it  is  refolved,  and 
concludit  be  commoun  confent  of  the  haill  brether,  That,  in  tymes 
comeing,  no  Mariage  be  celebrate,  nor  Sacraments  miniftrat  in  privat 
houles,  hot  folemnlie  according  to  the  good  ordour  hitherto  obiervit, 
under  the  paine  of  depofitioun  of  the  perfons  that  vfes  the  faid  miniftra- 
tioun, from  thair  offices  and  fundlioun  of  the  Miniftrie  in  tyme  corneinp. 
C.  &  B.] 


Sellio  4*- 

[  Anent  the  anfwer  to  the  Kings  Majefties  letter  :  The  AiTemblie  thought 
meet  to  dire6b  their  brethren,  Mr  James  Lawfon,  Mr  David  Lindfey, 
John  Durie,  to  his  Grace,  to  let  his  Grace  underftand,  that  the  Synodall 
Aflemblie  of  Lothian  received  no  Miffive  from  his  Grace  ;  fecondly,  that 
the  Affembly,  conforme  to  his  Graces  Miffive,  hath  flayed  proceeding 
againft  Mr  Robert  Montgoraerie  till  Friday,  that  conference  might  be  had 
in  that  matter  as  is  defired,  and  hath  nominate  for  the  part  of  the  Aflemblie 
to  confer  thereupon,  Mr  Robert  Font,  Mr  Thomas  Smetone,  Mr  James 
Lawfon,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  and  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnot ;  requefting 
his  Grace  to  ufe  no  proceeding  or  charges  againft  the  brethren  of  Glafgow, 
feeing  the  whole  brethren  of  the  Aflemblie  take  the  charge  upon  them, 
and  avow  their  proceedings  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  Aflemblie,  be  the 
voice  of  the  Moderator,  charged  the  faid  Mr  Robert  not  to  depart  till 
this  Aflemblie  be  diflblved,  and  continue  thefe  fummonds  till  Friday.  C] 

The  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk  gives  full  commiflioun  to  the  Elderichip  of 
Dundie  to  call  the  Maifter  of  Gray  before  thame,  to  give  ane  accompt  of 
his  profeflioun,  and  to  give  confeflioun  of  his  faith  ;  and  to  proceid  againft 
him  according  to  the  A<?ts  of  the  Kirk,  and  that  with  all  podible  dili- 
gence. 
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Seffio  5=- 

[The  brethren  appointed  to  give  anfwer  to  the  Kings  Majefties  letter, 
returning  declaired,  that  they  had  ufed  their  commiffione  to  his  Grace 
conforme  to  diredlione,  and  that  his  Majefties  anlwer  was,  That  he  knew 
not  of  the  fending  of  the  firft  letter,  nor  contents  of  the  laft  ;  and  had  ap- 
pointed certain  Commifiioners  to  conferr  with  thefe  appointed  be  the 
Miniftrie  :  Who  being  dimitted  be  the  Alfemblie,  after  certane  hours 
returning  again  to  fhew  that  they  had  entred  in  certain  communing  with 
the  laids  Commiffioners,  which  they  repeated  at  lenth  :  Alwife  in  fine, 
C]  His  Majefties  Commiffioners  inquyrit  of  the  Commifiioners  of  the 
Kirk,  in  cace  the  Kirk  damned  the  office  of  Bifchops,  quhervnto  is  annexit 
alfo  ane  temporall  jurifdi6lioun,  quherin  the  Kirk  is  fervit  be  voting  in 
Parliament,  affifting  in  his  Hienes  Counfell,  contributioun  in  taxatiouns 
and  ficklyke,  What  overture  they  wald  lliew,  quherby  the  King  be  not 
prejudgit  be  the  taking  away  of  that  Eftate.  For  the  advyfeing  of  this 
heid,  quhilk  the  Alfemblie  thocht  verie  weghtie  and  of  great  coni'equence, 
they  have  nominal  [the  Right  Honourable  and  their  brethren,]  Andro 
Ker  of  Fowdounfyd,  the  laird  of  Coldenknowis,  Keir,  Cardoun,  CoUuthie, 
Morphie,  Braid,  Fintrie,  Damahoy,  Cowhill,  Carletoun,  Segy,  the  Pro- 
veifts  of  Edenburgh  and  Striveling,  the  Commiffioners  of  Edenburgh,  Stir- 
ling, [Leith,]  Perth,  Montrois,  Mrs  Andro  Hay,  Andro  Polwart,  Johne 
Porterfield,  William  Rynd,  David  Fergufone,  Johne  Rutherfuird,  David 
Lindefay,  William  Edmefloune,  with  the  fixe  brethren  [appointed]  on  the 
conference,  [to  conveen  in  the  New  Kirk  at  two  afternoone,  and  with  good 
deliberatione  to  refolve  upon  their  opinion  and  judgment,  to  be  reported 
to  the  full  Affembly. 

For  anfwering  of  the  Bills  :  The  Affemblie  appoints  Mr  James  Melvil, 
Mr  James  Carmichel,  the  Laird  of  Colluthie,  Mr  James  Balfour,  Mr 
Andrew  Melvil,  James  Anderfon,  John  Clappertoune,  Mr  Thomas 
Buchanan,  to  conveene  at  afternoone,  and  to  continue  dayly  in  the  loft  of 
the  New  Kirk  till  they  be  anfwered.  C] 

Forfameikle  as  the  Kings  Majeftie,  with  advyce  of  his  Counfell,  hes  fett 
out  and  proclaimit  a  godlie  and  chriftian  Confeffioun  of  Faith,  to  be 
imbraceit  be  all  his  true  fubie6ls  ;   and  be  the  fame  expreflie  giving  com- 
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mandement  to  the  Miniftrie  to  proceid  againft  quhatfoevir  perfons  that 
will  not  acknowledge  and  fubfcryve  the  fame,  quherin  great  negligence 
hes  [hithertill]  bein  fein,  farre  by  the  duetie  and  office  of  true  paftours : 
Heirfor  the  Kirk  and  Affemblie  prelent  hes  injoynit  and  concludit,  That 
all  minifters  and  paftours  within  thair  bounds,  with  all  expedient  and 
poflible  diligence,  execute  the  tenour  of  his  Majeflies  proclamatioun, 
betuixt  and  the  nixt  Synodall  Alfemblies  of  every  Province  ;  and  prelent 
befor  the  [faid]  Synodall  Affemblies,  to  the  Moderatour  therof,  thair  dueti- 
fuU  diligence  in  this  behalfe,  to  be  reportit  to  the  nixt  Generall  Affembly 
of  the  Kirk,  vnder  the  paine  of  deprivatioun  of  the  faids  minifters  from  the 
fun6lioun  of  the  miniftrie,  that  beis  found  negligent  heirin. 


Seffio  6"- 

The  brethren  appointit  to  conferre  vponthe  overture  [to  be]  made  to  the 
Kings  Majefties  Commiffioners  concerning  Bifchops,  reportit.  That,  after 
long  reaibning,  they  had  aggreit  in  this  farre,  that  tuitching  voting  in  Par- 
liament, affifting  in  Counfell,  Commiflioners  from  the  Generall  Kirk  fould 
lupplie  the  place  of  Bifchops  :  And  as  to  the  exerceing  of  the  civill  or 
criminall  jurildi6lioun  anent  the  office  of  Bifchops,  the  heretabill  Bailgies 
Ibuld  vfe  the  fame  ;  referring  to  the  judgement  of  the  haill  Kirk  to  coniider 
of  thair  anfuer,  if  they  thoght  the  fame  meit  to  be  communicate  be  the  faid 
brether  to  the  Kings  Commiffioners  :  quhilk  the  Kirk  altogether  thoght 
meit,  and  allowit  the  judgement  of  thair  brether. 


Seffio  7"- 

[The  which  day]  compeirit  James  Melvill,  Gentillman  of  the  Kings 
Chalmer,  and  prefentit  vnto  the  Kirk  his  Majefties  wryting,  concerning 
tryall  to  be  takin  of  certaine  words  alledgit  fpokin  be  Mr  Walter 
Balcanquell,  in  his  late  fermoun,  againft  his  Hienes  Culine,  Efme  Duke  of 
Lennox,  with  credit  to  the  bearer  quho  ftiew  that  in  this  farre  he 
had  credit  to  fpeake  ;  That  becaus  at  the  laft  calling  of  Johne  Durie  and 
the  faid  Mr  Walter  befor  the  Privie  Counfell,  vpon  account  of  thair 
ferraouns,  ofiFence  was  takin  be  the  Kirk,  therfor  his  Grace  now  laments 
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the  matter  to  the  Affemblie,  willing  them  to  try  the  matter,  and  put  ordgur 
therin. 

The  words  quherat  the  Dukes  Grace  is  offendit,  are  thir,  that  the  faid 
Mr  Walter  had  fpokin  in  pulpitt,  That,  within  thir  four  geirs,  Papiftrie  had 
entrit  in  the  countrey,  not  only  in  the  Court,  but  in  the  Kings  Hall,  and 
[was]  mantainit  be  the  tyrranie  of  a  great  campion,  quho  is  callit  Grace  ; 
and  if  his  Grace  wald  oppone  himfelfe  to  Gods  Word,  he  fould  have  litle 
grace. 

Farther,  concerning  the  Bifchop  of  Glafgow,  the  Kings  Majellie  defyreit 
they  fould  flay  any  proceidings  againll  him  as  Bifchop  ;  get  if  ther  be  any 
vther  thing  that  the  Kirk  hes  to  lay  to  his  charge,  let  them  vfe  thair 
ordour. 

Heirvnto  the  faid  Mr  Walter  anfuerit :  Seeing  that,  in  the  Kings 
Majefties  letter,  and  credit  givin  to  the  bearer  therof,  he  is  accufit,  prayed 
the  Moderatour  to  fuffer  him  [a  litle]  to  giue  hisanfuer  therto  ;  the  fumme 
quherof  fliortlie  ialbe  this  :  Firft,  he  praifes  God  that  he  is  not  accufit  of 
any  thing  quherin  either  civillie  or  criminallie  in  his  lyfe  or  converfatioun, 
he  hes  offendit  the  Kingis  Majeftie  or  his  lawis,  quhervnto  with  all  rever- 
ence and  at  all  tymes  he  is  readie  to  fubmitt  himfelfe  as  eflFeirs  ;  hot  is 
accufeit  of  thefe  things  quhilk  he  hes  fpokin  publicklie  in  the  pulpitt, 
quherin  he  hes  bein  more  plaine  in  reproving  of  vyce  then  fome  men  can 
goodlie  fuffer,  quhilk  is  a  verie  point  of  his  do6lrine  ;  quhilk,  howbeit, 
he  ther  heare  callit  open  Dander,  get  he  mull  fo  juftifie  the  fame,  that 
thogh  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  wald  call  it  erroneous,  get  he  is  readie  heir 
be  good  realbn  to  prove  it  to  be  the  verie  trueth  of  God  ;  and  if  neid  fall 
requyre  it,  to  feale  it  with  his  blood.  Secondlie,  he  prailes  God  for  this, 
that  of  his  laft  accufatioun  God  hes  givin  this  meikle  vi6lorie  to  his  Kirk, 
that  howbeit  then  it  was  callit)  in  quellioun,  to  quhom  the  judgement  of 
the  Dodlrine  fould  appertaine,  git  as  then  be  good  reafon  it  was  concludit, 
and  promifit  be  the  Kings  Majefties  Counfell  and  Commiffioners  [appoyntit] 
therfra  to  conferre  with  the  Minifters  in  that  matter.  That  in  all  tymes 
comeing  the  tryall  of  the  Minifters  dodlrine  fould  be  referrit  to  the  judge- 
ment of  the  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk,  as  the  onlie  competent  judge  thervnto  ; 
fo  now  it  is  performit,  and  for  that  he  fies  that  promife  now  keipit,  he 
thanks  God,  and  is  ib  meikle  the  more  glad  to  give  his  anfuer  befor  thair 
godlie  Wifdomes  of  the  Affemblie  prelent,  as  his  competent  judges  in  this 
matter,   and  that  after  this  maner.     As   concerning  thefe   things  that  he 
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fpake  in  his  fermoim  the  lall  Wedinfday,  he  fpake  them  not  quyetlie,  bot 
all  his  brether  and  all  the  haill  AfiTemblie  heard  them,  and  fo,  of  all  vthers, 
can  beft  judge  of  the  lame  :  Quherfor,  with  all  reverence,  he  will  fubmitt 
him  felfe  fimplie  vnto  thair  godlie  judgements,  alwayis  neither  being 
afliamed  of  his  dodlrine,  neither  get  being  myndit  to  give  any  advantage 
to  his  enemies,  fo  farre  as  he  may,  whofe  purpole  aganis  him  he  kno^ves  in 
this  matter.  He  will  only  requyre  this  conditioun,  that  the  Canon  of 
the  Apoftle  Paul  be  keiped  to  him,  quhilk  is  this  ;  Againll  ane  elder 
receive  no  accufatioun,  but  vnder  two  or  thrie  witneiles  ;  according  to  the 
quhilk  forme  of  proceiding  he  craves  in  this  matter.  Heir  are  ge  the 
Affemblie  of  the  Kirk,  as  competent  judges  for  him  ;  heir  he  is  ready 
befor  gour  Wifdomes  to  anfuer  to  all  accufatiouns  that  falbe  laid  againll 
him,  and  vnderly  gour  judgements  thervnto.  Let  any  man,  therfor, 
according  to  the  Canon  of  the  Apoftle,  quhilk  on  no  wayis  ge  can  breake. 
Hand  vp  heir  befor  50U,  and  fay  he  hes  any  thing  to  accufe  the  faid  Mr 
Walter  of,  either  in  lyfe  or  do6lrine,  and  his  two  or  thrie  witneffis  [readie] 
with  him  to  prove  his  accufatioun  ;  then  the  faid  Mr  Walter  lall  anfuer 
his  accufatioun  [as  effeirs :]  For  feeing  James  Melvill  hard  not  his 
doclrine,  and  therfor  will  not  take  vpon  him  to  accufe  the  faid  Mr  Walter, 
he  will  i'uperfeid  farther  anfuering,  quhill  he  Ce  his  accuf'er  quhatfumer,  to 
quhom,  be  the  grace  of  God,  he  falbe  readie  to  anfuer  as  accords. 

The  Affemblie  ordaines  Mr  Thomas  Sraeitoun  and  David  Fergufone  to 
palTe  to  the  Kings  Grace  with  this  anfuer  ;  That  feeing  Mr  Walter  is 
ane  brother  in  the  miniftrie,  the  Canon  of  the  Apoftle  mull  be  keipit  vnto 
him  ;  and  therfor  the  accul'er,  with  his  two  witnefTes,  ought  to  be  had. 
Farther,  in  refpefil  that  at  the  laft  calling  of  Johne  Durie  befor  the  Privie 
Counfell,  vpon  ane  compt  of  certaine  words  alledgit  fpokin  in  his  fermoun, 
ordour  was  takin  be  certaine  CommilFioners  of  Counfell  and  brether  of 
the  Kirk,  that,  in  cace  fuch  accufatiouns  after^vard  fould  fall  out,  the  Kirk 
fould  have  the  judgement  therof :  and  if  the  Kings  Majettie  pleafe  to  fend 
any  Commiffioners  [to  be  prefent]  at  the  tryall,  they  fould  fie  the  proceid- 
ings  of  the  Kirk  ;  therfor  defyres  his  Majeftie  to  fend  Commifiioners  to 
lie  this  matter  tryed,  feeing  the  Kirk  is  moft  willing  to  try  the  fame. 

[The  Moderator  warned,  in  name  of  the  Affemblie,  Mr  Robert  Mont- 
gomerie  being  prefent,  that  he  depart  not  from  this  AflTemblie  till  this  mat- 
ter be  tried  ;  which  he  promifed  faithfully  to  do. 

3  X 
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Seffio  8"- 

The  brethren  appointed  be  the  Affemblie  to  report  thair  aniwer  to  the 
Kings  Majeftie,  Declared  that  they  had  difcharg-ed  thair  commiffione,  and 
that  the  King  had  delired  James  Melvil  to  put  the  Counfel  in  remem- 
brance of  fome  Commiffioners  to  be  fent  to  the  trial  agrainft  Mr  Walter. 


Seffio  go- 
Mr  Johns  Craig,  Minifter  of  the  Kings  houle,  declared  that  he  pre- 
fented  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  the  letter  writen  be  the  Erie  of  Angus  to  the 
Affemblie  ;  who,  after  reading  thereof,  delired  him  to  prefent  the  fame  to 
the  Counfel  in  his  name,  which  he  did,  requiring  the  Counfel  to  confider 
the  matter  aright,  and  give  unto  their  IMafter  good  counlel  therein  ;  as  it 
was  his  cafe  to-day,  it  might  be  theirs  to-morrow. 

The  Affembly  ordeaneth  William  Chriftefone  to  pafs  to  the  Kings  Ma- 
jeftie, and  mean  to  his  Hienes  the  great  divilion,  and  deadly  feeds  in  all 
quarters  of  the  realme,  to  the  great  hinderance  not  only  of  religion,  but  of 
the  common  wealth  ;  defiring  his  Grace  to  authorize  fome  Commiffioners 
of  the  Kirk,  as  they  fliall  diredl,  for  reparing  thereof 

Anent  the  conference  with  the  Kings  Commiffioners  :  The  brethren 
appointed  therto  declared  they  had  waited  theron  ;  and  the  Kings  Com- 
miffioners ffiew  they  had  no  laizour.  C] 

Anent  the  eftablifliing  of  Preffiyteries  :  The  Kirk  afl'emblit  hes  nominat 
certaine  brethren  to  travell  diligentlie  in  ereclioun  of  Preffiyteries, 
as  they  I'albe  feverallie  divydit  [in  manner  under  fpecified,]  betuixt 
and  the  nixt  Affemblie  ;  and  ordaines  thair  brother,  Mr  James  Lowfone, 
to  pen  the  forme  of  proceiding  in  eredlioun  therof,  that  the  brether  being 
informeit  of  the  ordour,  may  vniformelie  proceid  therin. 


[For  Cathnefs  and  Sutherland. 

Mr  George  Hay,  Mr  John  Robertfone,   Mr  George  Monro,  and  John 
Gray. 
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For  Rofs. 
Mr  Johne  Robertfone,   Mr  George  Monro,   the  Parfon  of  Duffas,   the 
Minifter  of  Innernefs. 

For  Murrey. 

The  Perfon  of  Duffus,  the  Minifter  of  Innernefs,  Mr  George  Hay,  John 
Strathauchan,  and  James  Reid. 

For  Aberdeene  and  Bamf. 

Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnet,  Mr  George  Patterfone,  David  Howefone, 
James  Reid,  and  Steven  Meafon. 

For  Merns. 

The  Laird  of  Dun,  Mr  Andrew  Mylne,  Patrick  Bonckle,  Alexander 
Keith,  my  Lord  of  Deir,  and  the  Erie  of  Marfliel. 

For  Angus. 

William  Chriftefon,  James  Anderfon,  the  Laird  of  Dun,  Mr  John  Hep- 
burne,  the  Laird  of  Kinaird  in  Kerfe,  Mr  Patrick  Frazer,  the  Erie  of 
Montrofe,  the  Provott  of  Dundee,  the  Laird  of  Pourie-Ogilvie,  Powrie- 
Fothringhame,  Grange,  Fleck,  Moygude. 

For  Perth  and  Stratherne. 

The  Minifter  of  Sanft  Johnftoune,  Mr  William  Rynd,  Mr  William 
Edmiftoune,  the  Minifter  of  Tibbermure,  Mr  Alexander  Dinmure,  the 
Lord  Ruthven,  the  Laird  of  Bathyok,  and  thir  brethren  to  take  advice  of 
my  Lord  Grahame,  the  Laird  of  Keir,  John  Duncanfone,  and  Mr  James 
Pont,  concerning  that  part  of  the  Diocie  of  Dumblean. 

For  Dunkeld. 
The  fame  brethren,  with  the  Minifter  of  Dundee,  and  James  Anderfon. 

For  the  Eaft  end  of  Fife. 

Mr  Thomas  Buchannan,  Mr  Patrick  Adamfon,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil, 
Mr  William  Clerk,  the  Lairds  of  Lundie  and  Caluthie,  Patrick  Kynin- 
month.    C] 
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[For  Falkland. 
Mr  Walter  Balcanquall,    Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,   My  Lord  Rothes,   the 
Laird  of  Balvaird,  the  Laird  of  Creiche.   C.  &  B.] 

[The  Weft  end  of  Fife. 

David  Fergufone,  George  Scot,  Peter  Blackwood,  the  Lairds  of  Pitfir- 
ran  and  Pittincreife. 

For  eflablifliing  the  Prefbytrie  of  Linlithgow : 
Appointed  Mr  James  Lawfone,  and  Mr  David  Lindfey. 

As  to  the  Merce  : 

Ordeans  Mr  David  Lindfey  to  vifit  the  Prefbytrie  eredled  there,  and 
to  exhort  the  Gentlemen  to  hold  hand  thereto.  • 

Teviotdail. 

The  Minifter  of  Jedburgh,  John  Clappertoune,  Mr  William  Achin- 
nioulie,  the  Lairds  of  Faudonlide,  Ceffurd,  Coldingknows,  Nicol  Carn- 
croce,  Simon  Scot  of  Thirleftoune,  the  Laird  of  Hundelie,  Mr  John  Knox. 

For  Tiviotdail. 

John  Brand,  Mr  Andrew  Blackball,  Mr  George  Hay,  Mr  Archibald 
Douglafs,  the  Lairds  of  Traquare,  Skirline,  and  Blackbaranie. 

For  Nithifdail. 

Mr  James  Bryfon,  the  Minifter  of  Dumfries,  Mr  Archibald  Sinclar,  my 
Lord  Herries,  Maxwel,  and  Dumlenerige. 

For  Galloway. 

John  Duncanfon,  Mr  James  Hamiltone,  James  Dodds,  John  Young, 
the  Laird  of  Lochinvar. 

For  Kyle,  Carrick,  and  Cuninghame. 

Mr  John  Young,  Minifter  of  Air,  John  Mackorne,  Mr  James  Greg, 
the  Lairds  of  Bargenie,  Carrlingtoune,  Capringtoune,  Helilheid,  and  my 
Lord  Esflintoune. 
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For  Cliddfdail,  Renfrew,  and  Lennox. 

Mr  Thomas  Hay,  Mr  Andrew  Polwart,  Mr  John  Hamiltoune,  Mr 
Thomas  Smetone,  and  Mr  Andrew  to  overfee  the  countrey  where  Prefby- 
teries  are  not  eftabliflied. 


Seffio  10^- 

Anent  the  accufationes  layd  verbo  to  the  charge  of  Mr  Robert  Montgo- 
merie  :  The  anfwers  being  heard,  and  anfwered  negative,  the  Afleniblie 
ordeaned  the  faid  Mr  Robert  to  take  the  copy  thereof,  and  anfwer  in 
write  upon  Twefday  before  noon  :  The  tenor  of  the  faid  accufationes  fol- 
loweth.     C] 


[Certane]  Articles  whereof  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  Minifter  at 
Striveling,  was  oppinly  accufit  in  the  Generall  AlFemblie,  anent 
his  dodlrine. 

1.  That  publicklie  preaching  in  the  kirk  of  Striveling,  he  proponit  a 
queflioun  twiching  the  circumcifioun  of  wenien,  and  in  the  end  concludit, 
that  they  were  circumcifed  in  the  foir  fldn  of  their  foirheid. 

2.  In  Glafgow,  he  [openlie]  taught  that  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  is  a 
thing  indifferent,  and  may  Hand  this  way  or  that  way. 

3.  [Approving  the  inward  calling  to  the  Miniflrie,  he  left  the  outward 
and  ordinarie  calling  in  doubt.     C] 

4.  He  accufit  the  Minifters  that  they  vfed  fallacious  arguments  and  cap- 
tious, and  that  they  were  curious  braines. 

5.  So  farre  as  he  could,  he  travellit  to  bring  the  originall  languages, 
Greik  and  Hebrew,  in  contempt,  abufing  thereto  the  words  of  Apollle, 
1  Cor.  li.  and  tantinglie  alking.  In  quhat  fchoole  were  Peter  and  Paul 
graduat. 

6.  To  prove  the  corrupt  eftate  of  Bii'chops  in  our  tyme,  he  broght  foorth 
the  examples  of  Ambrofe  and  Augutline,  &c. 

7.  It  is  fufficient  to  baptize  in  the  name  of  the   Father  only,   or   in  the 
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name  of  the  Sonne,  or  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Gholl,  becaufe  they  are  all 
one  God,  and  to  that  effefil  alledgit  the  19  of  the  A6lis. 

8.  The  matters  of  Difcipline  and  lawfull  calling  in  the  Kirk,  he  call  it 
trifles  of  Polecie. 

9.  He  accufit  the  Miniflrie  of  feditioun  and  leife  Majellie  faying,  ex- 
horting them  not  to  be  feditious,  nor  to  meddle  with  hie  mattres,  to  leave 
off  to  put  on  crownes,  and  put  off  crownes,  for  if  they  meddlit  any  farther 
therwith,  they  wald  be  reprovit. 

10.  He  condemnit  the  applicatioun  of  the  Scripture  to  the  particular 
maners  and  corruptions  of  men,  mockinglie  afking,  In  quhat  Scripture 
they  may  find  a  Bifchop  for  a  1000  pound,  horfe,  corne,  and  pultrie  ;  and 
quhen  they  teach  of  love.  How  could  they  find  Judas. 

11.  He  oppugned  the  dosSlrine  of  Chryft,  quho  pronouncit  that  the 
moll  part  are  rebellious  and  perifch. 

1^.  He  denyed,  that  in  the  New  Teftament  any  mentioun  was  made  of 
the  Prelbyterie  or  Elderfchip. 

13.  He  accufit  the  Miniflers  of  pafquilles,  of  grudging  and  murmuring, 
of  trouble  and  confufioun,  of  lying  and  backbyting,  faying,  Quher  is  it, 
who  will  doe  it,  what  fault  can  they  find  with  the  Court :  As  for  my 
felfe  I  find  none. 

14.  The  Kirk  beand  traducit  be  pafquilles  and  infamous  lybells,  not 
only  purgit  he  not  the  Kirk  nor  himfelfe  therof,  having  good  occallon, 
but  rather  approvit  the  fame. 

15.  He  vfed  [in]  his  preaching  againft  the  Miniflrie,  the  verie  wordes 
of  the  lybell  that  was  caflin  in  the  Kings  chalmer  agains  them. 

16.  This  quarter  geir  bygane,  he  hes  bein  negligent  in  do6lrine,  difci- 
pline, and  alTifting  of  the  Elderfchip. 


Seffio  ll''- 

[Anent  the  conference  appointed  with  the  Kings  Commilfioners  :  The 
Affemblie  required  the  brethren  who  were  nominat  to  this  efFe6l,  to  pals 
and  infiil  in  feeking  the  conference  ;  as  likewife  to  defire  that  certaine  of 
the  Counfel  might  be  chofen  to  concurr  and  affifl  in  forming  of  fuch 
Articles  as  fliall  be  meet  to  be  proponed  be  the  Kirk  to  the  Parlia- 
ment. C] 
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Heids  referritt  from  the  Synodall  [Affemblie]  of  Lowthiane  to  the 
Generall  Affemblie. 

1.  Firft,  That  ane  vniverfall  ordour  be  tane  and  made  be  the  Generall 
Affemblie,  for  examinatione,  tryall,  admiffioun,  and  ordinatioun  of 
Minillers. 

Q,.  To  inquyre  quhat  perfons  of  the  Miniftrie  fall  defigne  gleibs  and 
manfes  ;  and  feeing  that  the  Synoddall  [Affemblie]  of  Lawthiane  hes 
thocht  good,  that  every  Prefbyterie  fall  dire6l  fome  of  tliair  awin  number 
to  defigne  gleibs  and  manfes  within  thair  awin  bounds,  we  crave  the 
confent  of  the  Generall  Affemblie,  that  the  fame  falbe  vniverfall ;  and 
quher  ther  is  no  Preibyterie,  to  appoint  quho  fall  defigne  the  fame. 

3.  Who  fall  awaite  vpon  the  platt  for  modifieing  of  the  Minillers 
ftipends. 

4.  WTiat  anfwer  falbe  givin  to  the  Kings  Majefties  letter  concerning  the 
vnioun  and  disjundlioun  of  Kirks. 

5.  That  an  vniformitie  be  vfed  for  fumounding  of  perfons  befor  the 
Prelbytery,  and  proces  that  is  to  be  led  befor  the  fame. 

6.  To  fute  that  the  tryall  and  admiffioun  of  all  mailers  of  fchooles,  be 
now  joynit  to  the  Preibyteries. 

7.  Seeing  we  of  the  Synoddall  [Affemblie]  of  Lawthiane  hes  aggreeit, 
that  difputatioun  falbe  every  day  of  the  Exercife  in  every  Prelbyterie,  ef- 
pecially  vpon  fuch  articles  as  are  in  contraverfie  betuixt  us  and  the  Papifls  : 
for  avoiding  of  negligence  of  Minillers,  and  to  the  end  we  may  the  better 
withftand  the  adverfar,  that  the  Generall  Affemblie  will  appoint  the  forme 
therof. 

8.  What  ordour  falbe  vfeit  with  Minillers  and  Reidars  that  fellis  thair 
gleibs  and  manfes,  as  ge  ovirfie  the  fame. 

9.  That  ane  article  be  fuited  be  the  Generall  Affemblie  at  the  Parlia- 
ment, that  all  marriages  without  conlent  of  parents,  proclamatiouns  of 
bands,  or  vtherwayes  without  the  awin  folemnities  according  to  the  ordour 
of  the  Kirk,  be  decernit  null. 

10.  To  crave  that  ane  A61  of  Parliament  may  be  made  aganis  them 
thatpaffes  in  pilgrimages,  and  vfes  fuperflitioun  at  wells,  croces,  images,  or 
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vther  papiflicall  idolatrie,  or  obferves  feafts  and  dayes  dedicat  to  Santes,  or 
I'etts  out  beanfyres  for  fuperftitioim. 

11.  Seing  the  A61  of  Parliament  appoints  them  that  are  convi6t  of  no- 
torious adulterie,  and  through  the  ambiguous  expolitioun  of  this  word  No- 
torious, no  execution  is  vfed  thervpon  :  Therfor  for  avoyding  the  plagues 
hingand  above  this  hail)  countrie  for  this  cryme,  That  the  General!  Al"- 
femblie  wald  crave  that  ane  a6l  may  be  made  in  Parliament  for  punifliment 
of  all  perlbns  to  the  death,  quhofoevir  are  laufullie  conviS  of  adulterie. 

12.  Seing  ane  A61  of  Parliament  is  made  anent  difcharging  of  mercatts 
vpon  the  Sonday,  and  no  executioun  lies  follovt'it  thervpon,  quherthrcv 
the  peiple  abfenting  themfelves  from  the  Kirk,  and  waiting  vpon  the  mer- 
catt,  continues  in  ignorance,  and  be  this  meanes  atheifme  does  increafe  : 
Defyre  that  fome  ordour  may  be  takin  in  this  Parliament  for  the  execu- 
tioun of  the  faid  a6l ;  [and]  that  fome  punifliment  may  be  appointed  aganis 
the  magiftrates  that  puts  not  the  fame  in  executioun,  notwithftanding  any 
privat  difpenfatioun  in  the  contrair. 

13.  That  ane  A61  of  Parliament  be  made  for  provifioun  of  gleibs  and 
nianfes  to  fick  minifters  as  teaches  at  Abbay  Kirks,  lyke  as  they  are  pro- 
vydit  for  vthers. 

14.  Becaufe  ther  is  ane  a6l  of  Parliament,  that  all  Provoftries  and  Pre- 
bendaries ialbe  givin  to  fchoUers  to  hold  them  at  the  fchooles  ;  and  it  is  of 
veritie  that  ther  are  verie  many  of  thefe  fort,  that  is  of  cure  of  Ibules  and 
paroch  kirks,  not  the  lefs,  be  reafon  of  the  a6l  of  Parliament,  they  are 
givin  to  Courtiers  :  Therfor  we  defyre  that  ane  a6l  of  Parliament  may  be. 
That  all  Proveftries  and  Prebendaries  that  hes  care  of  faules,  may  be  givin 
to  none  but  to  Minifters  ;  and  that  if  any  be  givin,  [they]  may  be  null  in 
tynie  comeing.  Sicklyke,  Prebendaries  foundit  to  fchooles  and  Matters 
teaching  the  lame,  be  givin,  conforme  to  the  foundatioun,  to  fchoole  matters 
for  inflrudling  of  the  gouth  ;  and  if  the  lame  be  difponed  vther  wayes,  the 
difpohtion  to  be  null. 

[Followeth  the  Tennor  of  the]  Anfwers  made  to  the  laids  Heids. 

Anent  the  firft  article  :  The  Kirk  lies  ordanit  William  Chrittelbne,  Mrs 
Andro  Melvill,  Thomas  Saieitoun,  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  and  James  Low- 
lone,   to  coniidder  the  ordour  at  extraordinar   houris,   and  to  report  thair 
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judgements  to  the  Kirk  ;  and   Mrs   A'ndro   Hay  and  NicoU   Dalgleilh  to 
affiit  them. 

As  to  the  fecond  :  The  firft  part  is  aggreit  vnto  ;  and  quher  Prelbyteries 
are  not  get,  nor  cannot  be  eredlit,  the  Commiffioners  quhilk  were  befor, 
are  appointed  to  remaine  Commiflioners  [yet]  to  that  effedl. 

For  fatiffieng  of  the  thrid  :     The  Kirk  hes  nominat  the  Commiffioners  • 

vnderwrytin,  viz. 

The  Commiffioners  of  Orkney  and  Zetland,  1  r^      ^  ,  j  -y^  .i      i 

,    .     ,„  Tix    A     •  1  T  •    jr       /-r or  Orkney  and  Zetland, 

[and,  m  their  abfence,  Mr  David  Lindley,  J  ■' 

Mr  George  Hay: — For  Cathnes. 

Mr  John  Robertfone  : — For  Rofs. 

Mr  John  Keath  :— For  Murrey. 

James  Reid  : — For  Aberdeene  and  Bamf. 

: — For  Angus  and  Merns. 

Mr  Thomas  Buchanan  : — For  Fife. 

Mr  Patrick  Adamlbn, 

David  Fergufone, 

Alexander  Dinmure  : — For  Perth  and  Stratherne. 

Mr  David  Lindfey  : — For  Weft  Lothian  and  Stirline  Shire. 

Mr  Adam  Johnftoune  : — Eaft  Lothiane. 

John  Clappertoune  : — Merce. 

Mr  Andrew  Clayhills  : — Teviotdail. 

George  Johnfloun, 

Mr  Andrew  Blackall : — Tweddail. 

John  Brand, 

Mr  Peter  Watfon, 

Mr  James  Bryfone  : — Nithifdale. 

John  Duncanfon  : — Galloway. 

Mr  John  Young : — Kyle,  Cari6l,  and  Cuninghame. 

Mr  Andrew  Hay  : — Clidfdail,  Renfrew,  and  Lennox.   C] 

For  anfuering  to  the  fourth  concerning  the  Kings  letter  :     Ordaines 
the  Clerk  Regifter  to  be  confultit  vpon  the  anfuer. 

To  the  fyft :     Referris  the  forme  therof  to  be  conceivit  in  wryte  be  Mrs 
David  Lindefay  and  Patrick  Adamfone  [the  morne]  betuixt  6  and  ix. 

As  to  the  6  :     Aggried  to  be  proponed  in  Article  to  the  Parliament. 

The  7  :     Referrit  to  the  Elderfchips  ;    and  alwayes  quher  thir  difputa- 
tiouns  may  be  had,  the  Kirk  thinks  them  good. 

3  Y 
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For  anfuer  to  the  8  :  The  a6ls  of  the  Aflemblie  to  he  put  in  execution 
againll  fuch  perfons  be  the  Elderfchips. 

The  9  :  Ordaines  this  article  to  be  cravit  at  the  Parliament,  beand  firft 
TFell  qualified  and  prelented  to  the  Kirk. 

The  10  licklyke.  The  11  aggried.  The  12  licklyke  ;  and  the  Kirk  to 
proceid  lykewayes  againft  the  violaters  of  the  Sabboth  day,  and  mantainers 
of  the  fame. 

The  13  and  14  aggried. 


Seflio  12"- 

[The  brethren  appointed  to  infill  in  the  Conference  returned  report  of 
their  anfwer,  That  certane  of  the  Kings  Counfel  were  ordeaned  to  con- 
veen  the  morn  afternoone,  to  reafon  annent  the  Bifhops  j  and  as  to  the 
forming  of  the  Articles,  defired  that  the  brethren  fhould  penn  the  fame, 
and  Ihew  them  to  the  faid  Commiffioners  ;  requiring  farther  concerning 
Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  that  the  Affemblie  fliould  not  proceed  in  any 
way  againft  him  while  the  Conference  were  abfolved.  The  Affemblie 
hath  ordeaned  the  faid  brethren  nominate  before  the  faid  reafoning,  with 
Mr  David  Lindfey,  John  Duncanfon,  and  William  Chriftefone,  to  on  wait 
upon  the  faid  Conference  the  raorne  Eifternoon  ;  and  ficklike,  the  fame 
brethren  to  conceive  in  write  the  faid  Articles,  that  they  may  be  prefented 
to  the  faids  Commiffioners  after  the  AlTembly  hath  feen  them. 

As  concerning  Mr  Robert  Montgumerie  :  In  reljiedl  of  the  Kings 
Majefties  requeft,  the  Affemblie  fuperceeds  the  procefs  againft  him  while 
Wednefday  :  In  the  mean  time  ordeans  their  brethren,  John  Duncanfone 
and  John  Brand  to  crave  of  the  Kings  Majeftie,  that  as  the  Affemblie  hath 
delayed  their  proceedings  againft  the  faid  Mr  Robert,  fo  his  Grace  will 
fuperceed  any  further  proceeding  Avith  him  concerning  the  BKhopricke.  C] 

For  fameikle  as  be  the  great  and  many  divifiouns  and  deadly  feids 
ryfeing  in  all  the  quarters  of  the  realme,  not  only  is  the  Word  of  God 
and  true  religioun  burdenit  with  flanders,  but  alfo  the  comoun  weill 
enormelie  woundit  and  hurt ;  difcipline  and  all  good  ordour  confoundit ; 
brotherlie  charitie  and  amitie  alluterlie  contemnit,  to  the  greife  of  good 
mens  confcience  :  Heirfoir  the  Kirk  hes  ordainit  to  thair  lovit  brether, 
John  Durie,  Mrs  David  Lindefay,  Andro  Polwart,  Andro  Hay,  Thomas 
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Smeitoun,  the  Minifters  of  Air  and  Irwing-,  to  travell  in  the  Well ;  James 
Lowfone,  John  Brand,  David  Lindefay,  to  travell  betuixt  my  Lord  Gowrie 
and  Oliphant ;  the  Lairds  of  Colluthie  and  Kinnaird,  the  Bailgie  of  Errol, 
Patrick  Adamfone,  William  Chryftefone,  and  Mr  James  Balfour,  to 
travell  in  Angus,  betuixt  my  Lord  Craufurd  and  Glames  ;  and  effedluouily 
interveine  for  reconcileing  of  the  faids  parties,  and  vthers  falling  out  in  all 
thir  quarters  :  requyring  them  in  the  name  of  God,  and  of  the  haill  Kirk, 
to  live  in  vnitie  and  peace  with  vthers  as  brether  and  members  of  ane 
body,  and  not  to  give  occafioun,  be  thair  divifioun,  of  flander,  and  oppin 
the  mouthes  of  the  enemies  to  burdein  [and  charge]  the  Evangell  M'ith 
calumnies,  as  they  will  Ihew  themfelves  [to  be]  the  fonnes  of  peace. 


Seffio  13»- 

The  Kirk,  baith  for  provilioun  of  San6l  Androle  and  vthers  burghes 
wanting  paftours,  hes  nominat  certaine  brether,  out  of  whofe  number  fo 
many  falbe  ele6lit,  to  be  placit  in  the  faids  rowmes,  whofe  names  follow^es  ; 
Mrs  James  Craig,  Alexander  Hoome,  William  Rynd,  George  Hay, 
George  Paterlbne,  Gilbert  Gairdin,  Alexander  Dunmure,  James  Hamil- 
toun,  James  Melvill,  James  Balfour,  Johne  Knox,  David  Lindefay, 
Thomas  Makgie,  Michaell  Cranftoun,  James  Anderfon,  and  William 
Achmoutie  :  ordaining  the  brether  that  knawis  any  vther  perfons  qua- 
lified for  the  Miniftrie,  to  give  in  thair  names  afternoone. 

Anent  the  corruptioun  of  buriall  within  the  towne  of  Sandl  Androes  : 
The  Aflemblie  hes  ordainit,  [and  ordains]  Mr  Patrick  Adamfone  to  put 
the  a6l  of  the  Kirk  to  executioun  aganis  the  perfons  that  hes  contraveinit 
the  fame. 


Seffio  14»- 

[Anent  the  queftione,  which  hath  been  in  part  reafoned,  concerning  the 
marriage  of  Parties  divorced  for  adultrie  :]  The  haill  brethren  are  admo- 
nifched  to  obferve  the  a6l  made  already  anent  the  mariage  of  Parties 
divorced  for    adulterie,    vnder   the    paines  therin   conteinit,   quhill    the 


540  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1581. 

queftioun  be  finallie  refolvit  vpon  be  the  advyfe  and  confent  of  the   haili 
Kirk. 

[Anent  the  conference  had  with  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Kings  Majef- 
tie,  concerning  the  Bifhops,  and  Articles  to  be  proponed  to  Parliament  : 
The  Affembly  appoints  Mr  David  Lindfey  and  Mr  Thomas  Smetone  to 
await  on  the  faid  anfwer  the  morne,  and  to  that  efFedl  to  pafs  doun  to  the 
Abbey  the  morne  at  9  hours.  C] 


Seffio  15^ 

Anent  the  deiyre  of  [their  brother,]  Mr  Walter  Balcanquell,  Minifter 
of  Edenburgh,  defyreand,  that,  according  to  the  Kings  Majefties  diredlioun 
to  the  Kirk,  his  accufatioun  may  be  lawfullie  tryed,  and  his  accufer  and 
witnes  broght  befor  ;  or  els,  feeing  he  fpake  nothing  but  publicklie  in  face 
of  the  haill  brethren,  that  they  fould  give  thair  judgement  and  deter- 
minatioun  in  the  matter  ;  fubmitting  him  alwayes  reverentlie  to  thair 
Wifdomes. 

The  brethren  prefent  ordained  [their  brethren,]  Mrs  Thomas  Smeitoun 
and  David  Lindefay,  to  paffe  to  the  Kings  Majellie,  and  £hew  thair  good 
will  to  have  the  matter  tryed  conforme  to  his  wryting ;  defyreing  for  that 
effe6t  of  his  Grace,  that  the  accufer,  with  his  two  witnefles,  may  be  broght 
befor  the  Kirk  ;  as  alfo,  if  it  be  his  Hienes  pleafure,  to  fend  fome  Com- 
miffioners from  the  Counfell,  to  fie  the  matter  rightlie  judgeit  and  pro- 
ceidit  in  be  the  Kirk. 

Anent  the  fiipplicatioun  givin  in  be  Johne  Craig,  appeirand  of  Ramuf- 
craig,  and  Agnes  Irwing  his  fpous,  defyreing  that  the  CommifTars  of 
Edenburgh  fould  be  requyrit  to  fuperfeid  the  caufe  of  Barbara  Keith  aganis 
them  befor  the  faid  Commiffars  :  The  faids  Commiflars  being  pre- 
fent, the  Kirk  requyrit  them  in  this  particular,  as  alfo  in  vther  things  that 
appeirs  to  touch  the  jurifdi6lioun  of  the  Kirk,  that  on  na  wayis  they  pro- 
ceid  quhill  they  conferre  with  the  Pryour  of  Pettinweime,  Mrs  Robert 
Pont,  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  quho  lall  concurre  with  them  the  morne  at 
nyne  houres,  and  reafon  with  them  both  anent  thair  jurifdi6lioun  and  the 
jurifdi6lioun  of  the  Kirk,  that  neither  of  them  vfurp  vthers  jurifdi6liouns  ; 
and  heirin  to  report  thair  judgement  to  the  Kirk  againe  ;  requeifting  alfo 
the  faids  Commiflars,   that,   dureing  the  dependance  of  this  conference, 
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no  farther  be  proceidit  in  the  faid  canfe  :    unto   the  quhilk  conference  the 
faid  Commiffars  aggried. 


Seflio  16=^- 

[Ordeans  John  Smith  or  Pattrick  Gilefpie  to  warn  Mr  Robert  Mont- 
gomerie  to  be  prefent  the  morne  after  noone.   C] 

The  brethren  diredl  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  Counfell,  reportit,  That 
be  reafon  of  the  great  affaires  of  the  King  and  Counfell,  they  could  get 
no  anfuer  of  fuch  things  as  they  were  dire6lit  for. 


Seffio  17*' 

The  Kirk  conlentit  to  the  fupplicatioun  of  Alexander  Borthwick, 
Minifter  at  the  Kirk  of  Livingftoun,  quho  being  ane  adluall  minifter  and 
of  meane  literature,  humblie  defyrit  the  Kirk  to  grant  him  licence  to  gang 
to  fome  Vniverfitie  within  this  countrey,  quher  he  may  iludie  in  Theologie, 
and  to  have  fome  kirk  neir  adjacent  ther,  quher  he  may  travell  in  the 
miniftrie,  in  the  meane  tyme  ;  lb  meikle  the  rather  as  he  has  obtainit  leive 
of  his  flocke,  quho  may  at  this  tyme  be  ealilie  provydit. 

Ordaines  Mr  David  Lindefay  to  paJe  to  the  Selfioun  of  Edenburgh 
and  delyre  them  to  declare,  if  they,  or  any  of  them,  fand  any  errour,  flander, 
or  offence  in  the  fermoun  preached  be  Mr  Walter  Balcanquall,  vpon  Wed- 
nifday  was  aught  dayis. 

[  Anent  the  defire  of  the  Commiffioner  of  Stirline,  defiring  the  Affemblie 
to  be  careful!  to  provide  a  minifter  and  paftor  to  the  Kirk  :  The  Affemblie 
directed  their  brethren,  the  Laird  of  Careltoune  and  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan, 
to  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  to  crave  his  anfwer  in  writ,  If  he  will  remain 
minifter  of  Stirline,  or  not,  and  to  compear  before  the  Affemblie,  if  he  may, 
prefently  :  who  returning  with  his  anfwer,  Declaired  he  was  lying  in  his 
bed,  as  he  alledged,  lick,  and  if  the  Commiffioner  of  Stirline  will  come 
to  him,  he  fliall  give  them  anfwer :  As  to  an  anfwer  in  write  to  the 
delire  of  the  Affemblie,  anfwered,  He  received  no  ordinance  in  writ. 
Immediately  hereafter  were  difpatcht  unto  him  from  the  Affemblie,  the 
fame  brethren  with  ane  ordinance  from  the  Affemblie  in  writ,   charging 
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him  abfolutly  to  anfvrer,  If  he  will  abide  in  the  charge  of  the  faid  miniftrie 
in  the  Kirk  of  Stirling,  or  not,  under  the  pain  of  dilfobedience  if  he 
refufed. 


Seffio  18^- 

The  brethren  diredl  to  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  with  the  ordinance  of 
the  Aflembly,  returned  his  anfwer,  That  his  place  in  the  miniftrie  of  the 
Kirk  of  Stirline  was  be  the  Kirk,  and  for  his  part,  if  it  pleafed  the  Kirk, 
he  is  content  to  leave  the  fame ;  howbeit  he  be  not  content  to  leave  the 
miniftrie  in  the  Kirk  of  God,  craveing  of  the  Kirk,  that  he  may  have  their 
good  will  therein,  and  of  his  flock.  Herewith  alio  they  prefented  in  the 
faid  Mr  Robert  his  name,  the  tenour  of  a  fermon  preached  be  him,  as  ane 
anfwer  in  efi"e6l  to  all  the  acculationes  being  given  in  be  Mr  Andrew 
Melvil  againft  him  ;  which  being  read,  and  coniidered  :  To  the  firft  part 
concerning  his  flock.  The  Aflemblie  anfwered.  They  would  give  him  no 
licence  to  leave  the  Kirk  of  Stirline  ;  commanding  him  to  remain  with  his 
flock  there,  while  he  be  removed  be  the  Generall  Aflemblie,  under  the 
pain  of  the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk.  C] 

Anent  the  accufatiouns  given  in  be  Mr  Andro  Melvill,  Principall  of 
the  New  Colledge  of  San6l  Androes,  againft  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie, 
Minifter  of  Striveling  ;  and  his  anfuer  made  therto  verbo  befor,  and  givin 
in  this  afternoon  in  his  name  :  The  Kirk  being  refolvit  therwith,  admitts 
to  the  laid  Mr  Andro  his  probatioun,  the  contents  of  the  laid  articles,  af- 
ligning  to  him  the  morne  to  prove  the  famein  ;  and  ordaines  the  officer  of 
the  Kirk  to  warne  Mr  Robert  to  compeir  the  morne,  at  ten  houres,  in  the 
Aflemblie,  to  heir  witnes  and  probatioun  receivit. 

[Anent  the  accufatione  layed  againft  Mr  Walter  Balcanqual,  one  of  the 
Minifters  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  for  alledged  uttering  and  fpeaking  of 
certaine  words  in  his  late  fermon  in  the  pulpit  thereof,  charging,  as  was 
alledged,  the  Kings  Majefties  cuSne,  Efme  Duke  of  Lennox,  v/ith  fundry 
things  importing  very  highly  the  eftate  of  the  religione,  whereof  the  par- 
ticular report  was  made  be  James  Melvil,  a  Gentleman  of  his  lilajefties 
Chamber,  in  face  of  the  full  AIFemblie,  and  bearer  of  his  Hienes  letter,  be 
credit  given  to  him  thereby  &c.  :  C]  The  haill  Aflemblie  being  of  good 
mynd  and  weill  afl'edlionat  to  try  the  points  of  the  accufatioun  givin  in  be 


1581.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  543 

James  Melvill,  Gentillman  of  his  Majefties  Chamber,  in  name  of  the  Duke 
of  Lennox  ;  and  having  diverfe  tymes  travellit  with  his  Majeflie,  that  the 
rule  of  the  Apoftle  I'ould  be  keipit  to  thair  brother,  and  the  accufer,  with 
his  twa.  witneffes,  brocht  befor  ;  as  lykewajes,  that  his  Majeftie  wald 
diredl  fome  Commiffioners  from  his  Counfell,  to  vnderfland  heirin  the  juft 
proceedings  of  the  Kirk :  quherin  feeing  no  efFe6t  of  thair  lute,  get,  for 
latiffaiSlioun  of  the  Kings  Majeftie,  and  removing  all  the  flander  that  may 
arife  heirby,  firft  dire6l  certaine  Commiffioners  from  the  haill  Affemblie  to 
the  particular  Kirk  of  Edinburgh,  quherof  the  faid  Mr  Walter  is  minifter, 
requyring  of  them,  If,  in  the  faid  fermoun,  quhilk  was  vpon  Wednefday 
was  aught  dayis,  they,  or  any  of  them,  had  found,  [or  finds,]]  any  word 
fpokin  quhilk  was  erroneous,  flanderous,  or  ofifenfive  :  Whofe  anfuer  being 
reportit  be  ane  brother  of  thair  Seffion,  That  they  had  heard  nothing  fpo- 
ken  be  him  therin,  that  was  either  erroneous,  flanderous,  or  offenfive,  bot 
good  and  found  dodlrine,  quherof  they  defyrit  the  approbation  of  the  haill 
Kirk  conveinit :  The  haill  Affemblie,  voteing  particularlie  in  this  matter, 
but  any  contradidlioun,  declarit.  That  they  nor  nane  of  them  fand  or  finds 
any  fault  in  the  faid  fermoun,  nothing  fpokin  therin  that  conteinit  either 
errour,  ilander,  or  juft  offence,  bot  folid,  good  and  true  doctrine  ;  praifnig 
therin  God,  and  juftifieing  thair  brother  of  that  accufatioun  quherwith  he 
is  chargeit. 


Seffio  19^- 

Anent  the  jurifdidlioun  of  the  Commiffariat  of  Edinburgli,  and  quherin 
they  middle  with  the  jurifdi6lioun  of  the  Kirk  :  Seeing  the  matter  hes 
takin  fome  reafoning  betuixt  the  [fame]  brethren  appointit  and  the  [fame] 
Commiffars,  and  farther  reafoning  get  requyrit,  the  Kirk  ordaines  Mrs 
David  Lindfay,  Robert  Pont,  James  Lowfone,  with  the  Pryour  of  Pitten- 
weime,  to  travell  in  the  conference  of  this  matter,  and  alio  vpon  the  parti- 
cular of  Barbara  Keith,  with  fuch  diligence  as  is  poffible,  and  to  draw  the 
reafoning  to  fome  point,  quherof  the  Kirk  may  be  informed  at  the  next 
Affemblie. 

[The  fame  day  compeired  James  Chilholme,  Mafter  Houflxold  to  the 
Kings  Majeftie,  and,  in  his  Hienes  name,  deliring  the  Affemblie  to  con- 
tinue all  further  proceeding  againft  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  while  three 
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or  four  of  the  Kirk  fliould  confer  with  the  Counfel,  at  what  time  the  A(- 
lemblie  fliould  think  good  ;  not  that  his  Majeftie  wes  to  trouble  any  good 
order  of  the  Kirk,  but  that  it  might  be  done  be  their  favour  and  good  will : 
To  the  which  defire  the  Affembly  promifed  to  give  anfwer  be  their  brethren 
which  they  fliould  direfil  to  that  effe6l,  and  ordeaned  Mr  Thomas  Smetone, 
Mr  David  Lindfey,  Mr  James  Lawfon,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Alexan- 
der Arbuthnet,  to  pafs  to  his  Majeftie  at  afternoone,  to  give  anfwer,  in 
name  of  the  Affembly,  that  they  condefcend  to  delay  proceeding  againft  the 
laid  Mr  Robert,  with  the  conditions  following,  viz..  That  Mr  Robert 
Montgomerie  fliould  no  wayes  attempt  farder  concerning  the  acceptatione 
of  the  Biflioprick  of  Glafgow  ;  and  that  his  Majeftie  will  not  trouble  nor 
ufe  farder  proceis  againft  any  of  the  brethren  for  his  admiffione  ;  and  laft, 
that  the  liberty  of  the  Kirk  be  not  prejudged,  but  the  judgment  of  the  laid 
Mr  Robert  and  his  caufe  to  pertain  unto  them  ;  farder,  if  conference  fliall 
be  required,  to  reafon  and  conferr  hereanent,  and  to  report  again  to  the 
Affemblie.  Attour  appoints  the  faid  Mr  David  and  John  Durie  to  com- 
raunicat  to  his  Grace  the  great  feeds  and  diforder  in  all  the  countrie,  and 
to  defire  order  to  be  put  thereto  ;  as  alfwa  concurrance  of  fome  of  his 
Commiffioners  with  I'uch  as  the  Affembly  will  deput  on  their  part,  to  treat 
amity  and  reconciliatione  betwixt  parties.  C] 


Seffio  20»- 

The  brethren  lent  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  with  the  articles  of  accufatioun 
givin  in  agains  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  returnit  his  Majellies  anfuer  ; 
That  he  had  receivit  them  verie  thankfuUie,  and  was  content  that  the  ac- 
cufatioun had  proceidit  againft  him  as  Minifter  :  farther,  that,  in  the  heids 
of  religioun,  he  aggried  from  his  heart  with  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  ;  albeit  in 
Ibme  heids  of  the  Policie  he  was  not  git  refolvit :  [attour  as  concerning 
the  provifione  of  the  Miniftrie,  he  fliould  hold  hand  thereto.     C] 

The  Generall  Affemblie  gives  thair  full  power  and  commiffioun  to  thair 
Right  Honorable  and  lovit  brether,  the  Laird  of  Braid,  Andro  Ker  of 
Fawdounfyde,  Mr  Thomas  Craig,  Advocat,  and  John  Johnftoun,  Com- 
miffioners for  Edenburgh,  the  Proveft  of  Dundee,  Alexander  Scrymgeour 
ther,  Alexander  Rutherfuird,  Commiffioner  of  Aberdeine,  Henry  Adam- 
lone,   Commiffioiier  of  Perth,   Robert  Lichtoun,  Commiffioner  of  Mon- 
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trois,  the  Miniilers  of  the  Kings  houfe,  the  Miniflers  of  Edenburgh,  Mrs 
Robert  Pont,  David  Lindefay,  Andro  Hay,  Andro  Melvill,  Thomas 
Smeitouii,  Patrick  Adanifone,  George  Hay,  David  Fergufone,  Adame 
Johnftoun,  James  Carmichaell,  Johne  Brand,  or  any  aught  of  them,  to  pre- 
I'ent,  [with  all  due  reverence  and  fubmiflioune,]  to  the  Lords  of  the  Arti- 
cles of  the  Parliament,  fuch  heids,  articles  and  fupplicatiouns  as  are  givin 
to  them  be  the  Kirk  ;  [humbly  requiring,  in  the  name  of  the  Affemblie,  the 
famine  to  be  coniidered,  and  laws  and  conftitutiones  to  pafs  thereupon  ;  and, 
to  this  effedl,  to  travail  effedluouflie  with  the  Kings  Majeftie,  Eftates  and 
Lords  forefaids,  and  to  treat,  reafon,  and  conferr  thereupon,  if  neid  be  ;  as 
alio,  if  it  fliall  pleafe  his  Majeftie  to  appoint  any  realbning  concerning  the 
heids  of  the  Policie,  betwixt  and  the  nixt  Affemblie,  to  difpute,  reafon, 
treat  and  conferr  thereupon,  if  neid  be,  in  name  of  the  Affemblie,  with  fuch 
as  his  Hienes  flull  name  to  that  effe6l ;  and  what  herein  fhall  be  proceeded, 
to  report  again  to  the  nixt  Affembly  :  firme  and  ftable  holding  and  for  to 
hold  what  their  laid  brethren  in  the  premifes,  or  any  eight  of  them,  leads  to 
be  done. 

According  to  the  A61  of  the  AlFemblie  made  before  noone,  compeired 
Mr  Andrew  Pol  wart,  and  fliew  he  had  liimmoned  Mr  Robert  Mont- 
gomerie  at  the  houfe  of  William  Montgomerie  in  this  toune,  where  he 
lodges,  where  he  left  a  copy,  becaufe  he  could  not  apprehend  him  perfon- 
ally  ;  and  fought  him  in  the  Abbey,  and  could  not  apprehend  him.  C] 

The  Kirk  ordainit  Mr  Andro  Melvill  to  produce  his  witneffes  in  his 
accufatlon  againft  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  ;  quho  inflantlie  produceit 
Mr  Robert  Darroch,  Minifter  at  Drume,  Mr  David  Weymis,  John  Craig, 
Patrick  Adamfone,  Johne  Hewfone,  Richart  Wright,  Thomas  Buchannan, 
James  Carmichaell.  All  thir  witneffes  being  fworne  and  admittit,  the 
Kirk,  notheles,  that  the  faid  Mr  Robert  fould  not  thinke  him  defraudit  of 
any  lauftdl  defence  in  his  abfence,  refervit  any  obje6lioun  he  hes  aganis 
the  perfons  of  the  faids  witneffes,  in  cace  he  come  vpon  Monday  at  ten 
houres ;  and  ordainit  the  faid  Mr  Robert,  becaufe  of  his  departing  of  this 
towne,  to  be  inilantlie  examinat  be  David  Fergufone,  William  Chriftefone, 
James  Balfour,  Johne  Porterfeild,  the  Lairds  Fawdounfyde  and  Careltoun, 
Mr  Paul  Frafer,  or  any  thrie  of  them  ;  and  his  depolitioun  to  be  put  in 
wryte,  and  reportit  to  the  Affemblie  :  and  as  for  farther  probatioun,  if 
the  faid  Mr  Andro  will  take  any  vther  tyme,  ordainit  him  to  warne  Mr 
Robert  therto. 

3z 
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Seffio  21»- 

Anent  the  proviiioun  of  the  Kirk  of  San6l  Androes  of  a  Paftour  :  The 
Kirk  has  thocht  it  meitt  that  the  Pryour  and  towne  of  San6l  Androes 
nominat  ane  of  the  brether  quhom  they  have  baft  lyking  of,  to  ferve  the 
cure,  and  to  propone  him  vnto  the  Minifters  of  the  Kings  Houfe,  the 
Minifters  of  Edenbui'gh,  Mrs  David  Lindefay,  Johne  Brand,  Adame 
Johnftoun,  David  Fergufona,  Andro  Melvill,  William  Chriftefone,  the 
Lairds  of  Braid,  Pilrige,  Lundie,  and  Colluthie  ;  to  quhom,  or  any  aucht 
of  them,  the  Kirk  gives  commiffioun  to  give  affent  in  tliair  name  thereto, 
and  to  place  him  ther  ;  provydeing  they  find  no  lawful!  impediment  that 
may  ftay  the  placeing  ther,  or  that  they  be  not  of  ane  of  the  CoUedges 
quhom  the  Kirk  exeimis  for  confidei-atiouns  therfrom  :  And  ficklyke, 
that,  with  thair  advyce,  the  Miniiler  prefentit  may  be  liifEcientlie  provydit ; 
as  als  his  Kirk,  querfrom  he  is  takin,  be  alio  ftaikit. 


Seffio  22^- 

Ordaines  a  fupplicatioun  to  be  made  to  the  Kings  i\Iajeftie  and  Lords 
of  the  Articles,  That  no  Acts  be  patt  in  Parliament,  repugnant  to  the  true 
Word  of  God,  and  namelie  concerning  Bifchops,  with  fharp  admonitiouns 
therin,  to  be  pennit  be  Mrs  Thomas  Smeitoun  and  Andro  Melvill ;  and 
the  fame  to  be  prefentit  with  the  Articles  the  morna,  at  aucht  houres,  be 
Mrs  James  Lowfone,  Andro  Melvill,  Andro  Hay,  David  Lindfay,  Thomas 
Smeitoun  and  Johne  Brand. 

[Anent  the  Elderfliips  of  Dalkeith  and  Melrofe  already  eftabliflied  : 
The  Kirk  approves  the  lame.  C] 


Seffio  23^- 

The  Affemblie  gives  full  power  and  commiffioun  to  [their  brethren  of]  the 
Prefbyterie  of  Striveling  to  fummound  Mr  Robert  Montgoraerie,  Minifter 
ther,  befor  them,  and  to  try  and  examine  his  lyfe  and  converfatioun,  and 
accufatiouns  [to  be]  givin  in  theranent,  with  all  [good  and]  pollible  dili- 
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gence  ;  and  quhat  they  find  therin,  to  report  to  the  nixt  Sjnodall  Affemblie 
of  Lauthiane,  to  quhom  the  AlTemblie  gives  power  to  proceid  againft  him, 
according  to  the  tryall  and  procefs  deduceit  befor  the  laid  Prelbyterie, 
vnder  the  paine  of  difobedience  :  Sicklyke,  charges  the  faid  Mr  Robert 
to  continue  in  the  niiniftrie  of  the  Kirk  of  Striveling,  and  not  to  middle  with 
anyvther  office  orfun6lioun  in  the  Kirk,  namely,  in  afpyring  [or  attempting] 
to  the  Bifchoprick  of  Glafgow,  aganis  the  Word  of  God  and  afilis  of  the 
Kirk,  or  [to  trouble  or]  vexe  any  of  his  brether  to  admitt  him  thereto,  vnder 
the  paine  of  excommunicatioun  to  be  layit  againft  him  :  quhervnto  if  he 
diffobey,  after  tryall  takin  of  his  diffobedience  be  the  faid  Prelbyterie,  the 
fentence  of  excommunication  to  be  execute  againft  him  be  them,  with 
advyce  and  concurrence  of  Johne  Durie,  David  Fergufone,  Johne  Duncan- 
lone,  and  Johne  Dykis  ;  and  this  charge  to  be  intimat  be  the  Moderatour 
of  the  AlFemblie  to  the  laid  Mr  Robert,  that  he  pretend  no  ignorance 
thereof. 

[The  brethren  appointed  to  pen  the  fupplicatione  to  the  Kings  Majeftie 
and  Lords  of  Articles,  prefented  the  fame  to  the  Affemblie  :  Being  pub- 
lickly  red  and  allowit,  were  thoght  good  to  be  given  in.  Immediately  the 
brethren  were  dire6l  to  prefent  the  fame,  with  the  articles  :  The  tenoxir 
quherof  is  not  fett  downe  in  the  original!.   C.  &  B.] 
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A.D.  M.D.LXXXII. 


The  Generall  AfTemblie  conveinit  at  Sanct  Androes  in  the  NevF 
Colledge  Schooles,  the  24  of  Apryle  1582  :  Quher  ther  was  pre- 
fent  Commiffioners. 


Seffio  l"- 

[Exhortatioun  beand  made  be  Mr  Johii  Craig :  Leits,  Mrs  Andro 
Melvill,  David  Lindfay,  David  Fergufone.  The  faid  Mr  xlndro,  be 
pluralitie  of  votis,  was  cholin  Moderatour  bac  vice  ;  who,  for  expeditione 
of  matters  to  be  handled  in  this  Airemblie,  defired  certane  brethren  to  be 
nominat  AfTeffours,  to  conveen  with  him  at  extraordinar  hours,  to  break  up 
matters  to  be  proponed  to  the  whole  brethren,  without  prejudice  any  wife  to 
the  Hbertie  of  this  AfTemblie.  At  his  defire  were  nominat  Mr  Johne  Craig, 
Mr  James  Lowfone,  Mr  Andro  Hay,  Mr  David  Lindefay,  Mr  Robert 
Pont,  Mr  Thomas  Smeitoun,  Mr  Andro  Polwart,  Mr  Thomas  Buchannan, 
Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,  my  Lord  Redlor,  the  Lairds  of  Lundie,  Mer- 
chinttoun,  Braid,  Pilrige,  Elphinftoun,  Kynninmonth,  Johne  Johnftoun, 
Commiffioner  of  Edenburgh,  to  conveen  daylie,  at  feven  hours  in  the 
morning,  and  two  after  noone,  and  fo  continue  during  this  Aflem- 
blie.  C.  &  B.] 
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Seflio  2'- 

[Anent  the  conllitutione  of  the  Prefbytries  which  were  committed  to 
certane  brethren  in  the  laft  Aflemblie  :  To  the  effe6l  the  brethren  might 
iinderlland  what  diligence  hath  been  ufed  in  the  ereftionc  of  the  Elder- 
Ihips,  the  names  of  the  perfons  having  commifllone  therto  were  read,  and 
they  being  called,  fo  many  as  were  prefent,  made  their  report  as  follows : 

Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnet,  being  one  of  the  brethren  named  to  the 
conftitutione  of  the  Elderlliips  in  Aberdeen  and  Bamf,  declared.  That  they 
had  entered  to  the  confideratione  of  the  bounds  where  Prefbytries  might 
r.iofl;  conveniently  be  had,  and  had  drawn  as  it  were  the  lineaments  of 
their  labour  ;  but  as  yet  had  not  perfyted  the  fame. 

For  Merns  :  Patrick  Bonkle  anfwered.  They  Lad  ere6ted  there  a 
Prefbytrie  of  Minifters,  but  not  as  yet  of  any  Gentlemen  or  Elders. 

For  Angus  :  William  Chriftefone  reported.  That  there  was  ane  Elder- 
Ihip  ere6led  in  Montrofe,  another  in  Brechin,  the  third  in  Dundee,  but 
not  long  lince  ;  and  therefore  as  yet  they  had  holden  no  AlTemblie. 

xlnd  for  Perth,  Stratherne,  Dunkeld  :  Anfwered,  They  were  erect- 
ed.   C] 

[Anent  Falkland  :  Becaufe  of  the  raritie  of  Minifters,  there  being  there 
but  thrie,  quhairof  ane  was  found  ilanderous,  it  was  aniuerit.  That  the 
brethren  could  eflablifli  no  Elderfliip  ther  ;  hot  they  thoght  meitteft,  quhili 
God  increafe  the  number  of  preachers  ther,  that  thair  refort  fould  be  to 
Sandl  Androes,  if  the  Allemblie  thocht  it  expedient. 

The  Airemblie,  willing  that  the  Kirk  there  be  not  deftitute  of  dilcipline 
and  good  order,  ordaines  thefe  of  Falkland  Elderlhip,  be  weft  Levin,  to 
refort  to  Dumfermling,  and  to  be  under  the  Elderlhip  thereof;  and 
thefe  that  are  be  eift,  to  Sandl  Androes,  vnto  the  tyme  it  pleafe  God  to 
give  commoditie  of  Minifters  and  Elders,  that  they  may  have  their  awin 
Elderfchip. 

For  Sancl  Androes :  It  was  reported,  That  ane  Elderlchip  is  begun  al- 
readie,  of  Paftours  and  Teachers,  bot  not  of  thefe  that  hes  not  the  cure  of 
teaching.     C.  &  B.] 

[For  Linlithgow  and  Tweddail  :   It  was  anfwered,  Ereeled. 

For  Jedburgh  :     Not  erected. 
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As  to  Kyle,  Carrifit,  Cunningliame  :  Mr  John  Young  reported  two 
Elderfliips  to  be  eftabliflied,  one  in  Irvine,  and  another  in  Air  ;  but  in  Car- 
ri6l,  none  throughly  ere6led. 

None  were  prelent  to  declare  what  was  done  in  Cathnes,  Rofs,  Suther- 
land, or  Murrey. 


SelFio  3^ 

Anent  the  doubts  and  articles  given  in  be  certane  brethren,  concerning 
the  matter  of  Prefbytries  :  The  Airemblie  appointed  their  brethren,  Mr 
John  Craig,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  James  Lowfone,  and  Mr  Patrick 
Adamfon,  to  fight  the  fame,  and  give  their  judgment  thereupon  to  the 
whole  AfTemblie.  C] 

Forfameikle  as  notwithftanding  of  diverfe  godly  a(Sls  and  proclamatiouns 
fett  out  be  the  Kings  Majeftie,  as  a6ls  and  conftitutions  made  be  the  Kirk, 
againft  Papifts  reforting  within  the  Countrey  from  beyond  fea ;  get,  from 
tyme  to  tyme,  ther  arryves  findrie  profefling  plaine  papiftrie,  be  moyen  of  the 
maiflers  and  owners  of  fchips  receiving  them  in  thair  vefchells,  and  tranf- 
porting  them  in  thir  parts,  vnknowin  either  to  Magiftrat  or  Kirk  ;  quher- 
throw  no  jufl;  tryall  could  be  had  of  them  :  For  remeid  therof,  the  haill 
Kirk  hes  vottit  and  thocht  meitt.  That,  in  tyme  comeing,  all  mailers  and 
owners  of  fchips,  arryveing  Avithin  quhatiomevir  port  of  this  realm, 
ftrangers  and  paffingers,  fall,  immediatlie  after  thair  arryval,  prefent  thair 
names  to  the  Magiftrate  and  Seffioun  of  the  Kirk  of  the  townes  and  ports 
quher  they  arryve,  to  the  efFe6l  that  the  knowledge  may  be  had  if  they 
have  inbrocht  any  papifts,  vnder  the  paine  of  excommunication  and  cen- 
fures  of  the  Kirk  to  be  execute  againft  them  ;  and  this  adl  publicklie  to 
be  intimate  be  the  Minifters  of  the  faids  townes  and  ports,  to  the  elFedl 
that  no  ignorance  be  pretendit  heirof:  And  ficklyke,  that  iiipplicatioun 
be  made  to  the  Magiflrats  of  the  faids  townes  and  ports,  That  they  will 
give  charge  and  commandment  to  all  mafters  t.nd  owners  of  fliips  within 
thair  bounds,  that  they  receive  no  papifts  within  thair  Iliips  or  vefchells, 
to  tranfport  to  this  country  ;  and  in  cace  any  be  receivit,  to  prefent  thair 
names  immediatlie  after  thair  arryvall  to  the  faids  Magiftrates  and  Kirk, 
that  ordour  may  be  takin  with  them,  vnder  fuch  ftraite   paines  and  a6ls  as 
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they  can  bell  devyfe ;   as  they  will   declare   themCelves  zealous   of   Gods 
glorie,  and  promoters  of  the  Word  of  his  Sonne  Jefus  Chryft. 


Seflio  4''- 

The  Kirk  ordaines  the  Elderi'chip  of  Dumfermling  to  call  befor  them 
Robert  Aittoun  of  Incheberuy,  [Inchderny?]  to  give  confeffioun  of  his 
faith  ;  and  if  he  refufes,  to  proceid  againft  him  according-  to  the  Kings 
proclamatioun  and  a<5ts  of  the  Kirk. 

Forfameikle  as  the  Kirk  vnderftands,  that  ther  is  certaine  papills  in 
Camphire,  that  not  only  troubles  the  congregatioun  of  the  Scottilh 
natioun,  but  alfo  the  Fleimingis  j  and  will  not  fubmitt  themfelves  to  the 
cenfures  of  the  Kirk,  be  reafon  of  thair  alledgit  power  :  heirfor  the  haill 
Kirk  of  Scotland,  in  ane  voyce,  gives  thair  full  power  and  commiffioun  to 
the  Minifter  of  Campheire,  to  proceid  againft  them,  as  they  might  doe 
therin  themfelves,  requeifling  alfo  the  Confervatour  to  hald  hand  vnto  the 
Kirk,  that  ordour  may  be  had  againft  them. 

[Anent  the  ordinance  made  in  the  laft  Affemblie,  concerning  the  execu- 
tione  of  the  Kings  Majefties  proclamatione  againft  papifts,  and  namely 
againft  the  Mafter  of  Gray  :  The  AlFemblie,  after  informatione  of  the 
brethren  of  Edinburgh,  how  far  they  had  proceed  with  him  there,  and  of 
his  offer  to  fubf'crive  the  Confeffione  of  his  faith,  which  they  would  not 
receive  before  he  had  participat  of  the  Supper  of  the  Lord,  which  he  alfo 
promifed,  and  be  his  letter  lately  renewed  to  Mr  James  Lawfone,  ordeanes 
as  before,  the  commillione  given  to  the  Elderfliip  of  Dundee  concerning 
him,  to  be  put  in  executione  in  all  points  be  them,  according  to  the  tenor 
therof,  with  all  convenient  diligence. 

Anent  the  Lady  Athol  :  The  Affembly  ordeanes,  underftanding  the 
great  travels  taken  with  her,  Mr  William  Glafs  to  proceed  to  the  cenfures 
of  the  Kirk  againft  her,  in  cafe  flie  gave  not  new  obedience,  prayers  pre- 
ceeding  three  feverall  Sabboths,  under  the  pain  of  deprivatione  of  the 
faid  Mr  William  from  his  office  and  fundlione  in  the  miniftry  ;  and  fick- 
lyke,  to  charge  her  to  remove  from  her  company  all  excommunicat  per- 
fons  and  papifts.  And,  generally,  as  to  other  papifts  within  the  realme  : 
Seeing  fmall  diligence  ufed  be  the  whole  brethren,  in  executione  of  the 
adl  forefaid,  the  AlFembly  yet,  in  the  name  of  God,  charges  all  Elderlhips, 
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where  they  are  already  eftabiiflied,  and  all  Minifters,  where  Elderfliips  are 
not  yet  erected,  to  proceed  againft  them,  conforme  to  the  Kings  proclama- 
tione  and  adls  of  the  Kirk,  as  the  faid  Elderfhips  will  anf\yer  to  God,  the 
Kings  Majeftie,  and  the  Kirk,  and  the  faids  Minifters,  under  the  pains 
conteaned  in  the  adl  made  of  before. 

For  anfwering  the  bills  :  The  Aflemblie  hath  nominat  their  brethren, 
Mr  Adam  Johnftoune,  Mr  James  Carmicbel,  Mr  Nicol  Dagleiih,  Mr 
James  Balfour,  Mr  James  Melvil,  Patrick  Gilefpie,  and  John  Johnftoune, 
to  conveene,  at  fix  hours  in  the  morning,  in  the  Aflemblie  place  to  that 
effea.     C] 


Seflio  5^- 

[Coinpeired  Mr  Mark  Ker,  ray  Lord  of  Requeifts,  dire6ted  from  the 
Kings  Hienes  with  his  letter,  and  a  certane  Conference  which  was  had  in 
Edinburgh,  betwixt  certaine  of  the  Coimfel  and  of  the  Kirk,  and  defired 
anfwer  therto  in  write,  conforme  to  his  Majefties  v/riting :  which  being 
read  with  the  faid  Articles  and  Conference,  the  brethren  continued  to 
give  anfwer  thereto,  till  the  lighting  thereof,  and  advifing  therewith 
afternoone.  C.  &  B.] 


[Followeth  the  Tenour  of  his  Graces  Letter. 

Traift  Friends,  We  greet  you  heartily.  Ye  remember,  in  our  late  Par- 
liament, there  is  ane  acl  paft,  anent  the  provifione  of  Minifters,  and  cer- 
taine ftipends  for  them,  at  all  parifli  Kirks,  and  appointing  Commiffioners 
for  ordering  thereof;  as  alfo  fome  of  the  articles  given  in  be  the  Miniftrie, 
jjnd  committed  to  the  confideratione  and  order  of  certaine  Commiflioners 
nominat  be  our  adl  of  Parliament :  And  finding  it  needful!,  that  the  faid 
a6ls  fliould  have  executione,  and  that,  if  it  were  not  done  in  due  time,  the 
order  could  not  take  eft'edl  the  next  year,  but  continue  in  the  ftate  prefent, 
to  the  great  mifcontentment  of  many.  We  conveened  forae  of  your  number 
lately  at  Edinburgh,  and  caufed  certane  of  our  Counfel  confer  with  them 
for  the  better  underftanding  of  our  meaning,  and  that  yee  all  might  be  the 
better  certified  thereof,  at  this  your  Aflemblie,  wherethrough  the  work  in- 


158'2.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  553 

tended  mig-ht  proceed,  and  take  eflfeft  at  the  firft  day  of  November  nixt, 
to  the  removing-  of  the  prefent  diforder  and  confufione,  and  fatiffadlione 
of  all  perfons  having  intrefs,  as  accords  of  equitie  and  reafon,  as  be  the 
lumme  of  that  whereupon  they  conferred,  we  doubt  not  yee  have  under- 
ftand  ;  the  copy  whereof  We  have  alfo  delivered  to  this  bearer,  touching 
the  making  of  a  new  forme  of  that  Aifignatione  for  the  Miniftrie,  which 
fliall  take  effedl  at  the  firft  day  of  November.  Albeit  large  pains  have 
been  taken  thereanent ;  yet  can  it  not  be  put  in  llich  order  as  were  feemly 
to  be  divulgate,  while  certain  of  the  advices,  and  anfwers  of  your  brethren 
yet  wanting,  be  returned,  as,  namely,  from  Cathnefs,  Elgine,  Bamf,  Kin- 
cairden,  and  bounds  adjacent  to  Strabogie,  Dunkeld,  Creif,  Falkland, 
Edinburgh,  Dalkeith,  Haddintoune,  Dunce,  Kelfo,  Melrofe,  Peebles,  Big- 
gar,  Lanerk,  Glafgow,  Dumbartan,  Irving,  Mynniboile,  Dumfries,  Pen- 
pont,  Lochmabben,  and  Annand  ;  and  alfo,  while  it  be  refolved  from  the 
Aflemblie,  what  is  thought  meet,  and  concluded,  anent  the  Readers  in 
general!  ;  and,  fpecially,  annent  Viccarages  that  are  given  and  provided  to 
Readers  for  their  lifetime  ;  and,  lalt,  touching  the  inequalitie  of  Stipends, 
Tome  having  vi6tual  allowed  at  a  fmall  price,  and  others,  of  the  money  af- 
ligned,  conllrained  to  buy  the  vi6lual  at  the  higheft  prices  :  Which  points 
with  the  other  conferred  upon,  being  once  fpecialy  confidered,  the  form  of 
Affignatione  for  the  nixt  year,  may  be  made  the  meikle  more  ealily  ;  and 
the  Articles  referred  be  the  eftates  to  the  Commiffioners,  anfwered,  and 
made  in  Laws,  as  appearteneth.  Whereanent  looking  for  your  certaine 
and  diredl  refolutione  at  this  time,  wherethrough  the  work  may  proceed 
how  foon  conveniently  may  be,  commits  you  in  the  prote6lione  of  God. 

At  Stirline,  the  16  day  of  Aprile  1582. 
Sic  Subfcribitur 

James  R.     C] 


[The  tenour  of  the]  Articles  from  his  Majeftie. 

1.  Quhither  thinke  ye  that  all  benefices  vnder  Prelacies,  newlie  provydit 
lince  the  Kings  coronatioun,  fould  pay  any  thrid,  or  no  thrid. 

2.  If  fome  fould  pay  thrid,  and  fome  none,  What  fould  be  the  difference 
[and  diftindlione.] 

3.  Sould  not  all  benefices  prefentit  to  Minifters  and  Reiddars  befor  the 

4a 
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firft  day  of  November  1581,  be  allowit  in  tbair  geirs  ftipends  from  tbe 
fame  day  to  the  firft  day  of  November  1582  ;  and  if  je  think  that  ther 
falbe  any  difference  [or  diftintilione]  be  realbn  of  the  annat,  or  vther- 
wayes,  that  ye  declare  it. 

4.  Sould  not  all  perfons  prefentit  and  adraittit  to  the  benefices  in  this 
time,  be  placeit  in  the  booke  of  Modificatioun,  as  Minifters  or  Reidars  [to] 
the  Kirks  belangand  to  the  lame  benefices. 

5.  Aught  fuch,  being  Minifters,  as  hes  f'ufficient  ecclefiafticall  livings  of 
thair  awin,  be  reafon  of  benefices  quhervnto  they  are  provydit  for  thair 
lyfetymes,  take  ftipends  to  ferve  at  vther  kirks. 

6.  Think  je  it  not  convenient.  That  the  reports  anfwering  the  Kings 
Majefties  letter,  fend  over  all  this  realme,  [this  laft  fummer,]  falbe  fein  and 
conlidderit  at  this  tyme,  for  the  better  underftanding  of  the  eftate  of  the 
Kirks,  and  to  fie  how  many  of  the  fame  reports  are  in  in  gour  awin  hand  ; 
for  fo  many  as  the  Clerk  Regifter  hes,  falbe  ready  and  patent. 

7.  That  ge  let  us  underftand,  Quhat  ge  have  thocht  meitt  and  concludit 
anent  the  Reidars  in  generall,  and  ipeciallie,  Reidars  that  are  prefentit  to 
Vicarages  for  thair  lyfetymes. 

8.  Think  ge  it  realbn,  That  any  provydit  to  the  title  of  a  benefice,  and 
ferving  as  minifter  and  reidar  at  the  onlie  kirk  belonging  to  the  fame  bene- 
fice, lall  have  any  maner  of  allowance  or  ftipend  nor  the  rent  of  the  felfe 
fame  benefice. 

9.  Quhat  thinke  ge  moft  ready  and  polFible  [moyen]  to  fuftaine  [the 
Minifter  of]  the  Colledge  Kirks, 

10.  To  quhom  think  ge  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  the  la  wit  patrons  fould 
direct  their  prelentations,  for  admitting  of  qualified  perfons  to  the  benefices 
that  vaikes  be  the  deceife  of  fuch  perfons  as  pofteft  them  ;  and  that  ge  will 
name  the  perfons  in  fpeciall. 

11.  Seing  the  dearth  of  vi6luall  makes  great  inequalitie  of  ftipends,  fome 
having  vi6luall  allowit  for  a  merk  or  xx  fhillings,  and  vthers,  of  that  filver 
confio-nit  to  them,  conftrainit  to  buy  at  5  or  6,  or  fometymes  7  marks  the 
boll ;  Were  it  not  aggrieable  to  equitie,  that  all  minifters  had  thair  pro- 
portionable part  of  vidluall  and  of  money  ;  or  els  that  the  vidluall  fould 
be  fauld  and  allowit  at  the  hieft  pryce,  quherthrow  fuch  as  hes  fmall 
ftipends  may  be  the  better  augmented. 
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Anfuers  to  the  iaids  Articles. 

To  the  firfl  and  fecond  :  Befor  they  be  fpeciallie  anfuerit,  it  is  thocht 
lueiteft,  that  ther  be  ane  forme  of  alfig-natioun  made  be  fbme  [to  be]  ap- 
poyntit  therto,  betuixt  and  the  nixt  Atremblie,  to  all  Kirks  and  Minifters 
that  are  lickly  [and  apparent]  to  ftand  and  continue,  refpetJland  the 
anfuers  and  advyce  lent  out  of  every  countrey,  and  as  if  the  prefent 
poffeffoiirs  were  dead ;  and  that  charges  be  dire6lit  to  fuch  as  hes  not  fend 
thair  anfuers,  to  fend  them  with  expeditioun. 

3.  It  is  thocht  meiteft  that  the  intrant  to  any  benefice  fall  entir  and 
ferve  the  cure  [of  the  kirk]  therof,  at  the  nixt  firll  day  of  November  after 
his  admiffioiui,  at  [the  leall]  the  nixt  Whitfonday,  and  fall  have  no  farther 
ilipend  for  this  jeir,  but  the  taxt  and  fuperplus,  as  it  falls  ;  becaufe  his 
executours  will  fall  als  mikle  at  his  deceife,  according  to  the  ancient  ordour 
of  the  annats  :  And  that  diligence  be  done  to  get  [Bagemondis]  roUis  of  all 
benefices  taxt ;  and  quhatever  benefices  are  not  taxed,  the  rents  therof  the 
firft  geir  to  be  divydit  equallie  betuixt  the  executours  of  the  defuniSl 
and  the  intrant ;  quhilk  intrant  fall  only  have  the  halfe  fruites  of  the 
geir  of  intrancie,  and  licklyke  of  the  ilipends. 

4.  We  think  nane  fould  be  placit  in  the  book  of  Modificatioun  bot 
worthie  and  qualified  perfons ;  and  if  any  be  prefentit  or  admittit  to 
benefices  fince  the  Kings  coronatioun,  that  are  vnworthie  and  vnabill  [to 
difcharge  their  duty,]  that  they  be  callit,  and  depryvit  be  fuch  ordour  as 
lalbe  heirafter  condifcendit  vpon. 

5.  For  the  generall,  we  think  that  iiich,  being  minifiers,  as  hes  I'ufficient 
livings  of  thair  awin,  be  reafon  of  benefices  quhervnto  they  are  provydit 
for  thair  lyfetymes,  fould  not  take  Ilipends  to  ferve  at  vther  kirks,  without 
great  neceffitie  fein  and  allowit  be  the  Generall  Aflemblie  ;  and  vpon  the 
fpeciall  knowledge  of  the  perfons  that  are  not  abill  in  this  heid,  ordour 
falbe  takin  to  reforme  [them]  as  appertaineth. 

6.  We  think  this  is  moft  neceflar,  and  aggrieable  to  that  quhilk  is  ap- 
pointed in  the  anfuer  to  the  firil  and  fecond  articles. 

7.  This  article  falbe  fpeciallie  anfuerit,  how  I'oone  it  may  be  advylit  be 
the  Generall  Affemblie. 

8.  Vpon  the  fight  of  the  forme  of  the  particular  afiignatioun  to  be  made, 
and  quhat  particular  caufes  fall  fall  vnder  this  rule,  we  lall  give  our  Ipeciall 
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anfuer  heirvnto,  quhilk  is  coincident,  and  will  depend  vpon  the  anfuer  [to 
be  made]  to  the  firft  and  fecond  articles. 

9.  We  cannot  hot  think  it  reafonabill,  that  the  Colledge  Kirks  be  als 
Weill  provydit  of  Minifters  as  vther  kirks  ;  and  thinks,  that,  in  making 
[of  the  forme]  of  new  alTignatioun  for  the  nixt  geir,  the  Minifters  of  the 
kirks  of  the  Colledgis,  fould  be  alTignit  for  his  ftipend  vpon  the  fruites  of 
the  fame  kirk,  as  meikle  to  be  affignit  to  the  help  of  the  Colledges  vther- 
wayes  ;  or  then  the  Colledgis  to  have  the  rents  of  the  Kirk  as  befor,  and 
the  Minifter  to  have  his  allignation  vtherwayes. 

10.  The  prefentatioun  to  be  dire6l  to  the  CommilTioners  of  the  Kirk 
within  whole  bounds  the  benefice  lyis. 

11.  This  matter  is  weghtie,  and  tuitches  many,  and  cannot  be  weill 
anfuerit  be  vs,  without  the  advyce  of  the  [whole]  Affemblie,  to  quhom  it 
falbe  proponit,  and  therafter  refolute  anfuer  givin. 

As  the  examinatioun  and  admillioun  of  Minifters  within  the  realme,  is, 
be  a6l  of  Parliament,  ordainit  to  be  in  the  power  of  the  Kirk  now  oppinly 
and  publickly  profeft  within  this  realm  ;  fo  it  is  thoght,  that  the  depriva- 
tioun  of  Minifters  is  in  the  power  of  the  fame  Kirk,  and  them  that  exami- 
nats  and  admitts  them  Minifters. 

Towards  the  deprivatioun  of  Bifchops  admittit  fince  the  Kings  corona- 
tioun  :  It  is  thocht  meitt  that  the  fame  be  lykewayes  in  the  power  of  the 
Kirk,  and  them  that  examines,  ele6ls,  and  admitts  Bifchops  ;  and  the 
fame  deprivatioun  afweill  to  extend  from  the  funcSlioun  of  the  miniftrie 
as  from  the  benefice  it  felfe  and  fruits  therof,  quherthrow  the  fame  may 
be  declairit  vackand,  [and  to  be  prefentit]  and  conferrit  of  new,  as  if  he 
were  prefentlie  dead. 

Caufes  of  deprivatioun  we  take  to  be,  herelie,  papiftrie,  comoun 
blafphemie,  perjurie,  adulterie,  fornication,  inceft,  flaughter,  thift,  comoun 
opprelfioun,  [comoun]  drunkennes,  vfurie  againft  the  lawis  of  this  realme, 
nonrelidence  and  abfence  from  his  flock  [and  office]  be  the  fpace  of  fourtie 
dayes  together  in  a  geir,  without  lawfull  imjiediment  allowit  be  the  nixt 
Generall  AiTemblie  ;  pluralitie  of  benefices  provydit  fen  the  Kings  corona- 
tioun,  to  be  caufe  of  deprivatioun  from  them  all,  except  ane  that  the 
poITelTours  will  aftri6l  themlelves  to  make  refidence  at ;  dilapidatioun  of 
the  rents  of  benefices  contrair  to  the  a6i.  of  Parliament ;  fimonie.  For 
the  forme  of  proceffe  in  deprivatioun,  Ane  libellat  precept  on  xl  dayes 
warning  being  within  the  realme,   and  within  Ix  dayes  being  without  the 
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realme,  to  be  direct  be  the  Kirk  and  fuch  Commiffioners  therof,  as  ele6ts 
and  admitts  the  perfon  coiuplainit  on,  lumniounding  him  to  compeir  and 
anfuer  vpon  the  complaint ;  and,  in  cace  of  his  abfence  at  the  firft  fum- 
mounds,  the  I'econd  to  be  direct  on  like  warning-,  with  certificatioun  and 
he  failgie,  the  lybell  falbe  admittit  to  probationn,  and  the  famein  I'albe 
haldin  pro  confelTo.  After  the  decreit  givin,  if  the  perfon,  againil  quhom 
it  is  givin,  think  himfelfe  wrangouflie  greivit  therby,  it  lalbe  leifura  to  him 
to  interpone  appellation  to  the  nixt  Generall  Aflemblie,  and  intimate  the 
fame  within  ten  dayis,  vtherwayes  the  decreit  to  receive  prefent 
executioun. 


Seffio  6"- 

Anent  the  queilioun  movit  to  the  Affemblie,  If  the  Generall  Kirk  hes 
power  to  revock  quhatlbever  things  done  be  them,  or  any  particular  mem- 
ber of  the  fame,  to  the  hurt  and  prejudice  of  the  Kirk,  or  not :  The 
brethren,  after  reafoning  and  difputting  in  the  matter,  at  length  vottit 
affirmative  in  the  queftioun.  That  the  Kirk  hes  power  to  doe  the  fume. 

Anent  the  fummounds  [of  citatione]  railit  to  this  day  be  the  Elderlchip 
of  Striveling,  againil  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  fometymes  Minilter 
therof,  to  heare  the  fentence  of  fuipenlion  givin  [be  them]  againil  him  fra 
the  fundlioun  of  the  miniftrie  allowit  be  the  Generall  Affemblie ;  and 
farther  tryall  tane  concerning  his  lyfe,  dodlrine,  and  manners,  and  vther 
things  quhilk  the  faid  Affemblie  fould  lay  to  his  charge,  as  the  [citatione 
and]  fummounds  [in  the  matter]  at  lenth  beares  :  The  faid  Mr  Robert 
being  prefent,  and  requyrit  to  anfuer  heirto,  befor  all  protellit,  that, 
if  the  Kirk  proceidit  in  any  thing  againil  him,  or  charge  him  with 
any  thing  without  warrand  of  the  Word  of  God,  for  remeid  and 
anfuer  to  the  fiimounds,  alledged  that  the  General!  Kirk  fould  not 
allow  any  thing  deduceit  in  the  faid  procelTe ;  becaufe  he  was  never 
laufullie  fumouned  therto ;  knew  nothing  of  his  fufpeniioun  from  the 
miniilrie,  but  [be]  only  bruite,  nor  nevir  was  the  famein  intimat  to  him  ; 
and  in  fo  farre  as  the  procelFe  bears  perfonall  intimatioun  to  him  of  the 
faid  liifpenfioun,  tooke  inllrument  thervpon,  and  offerit  to  improve  the 
famein  in  that  point :  With  all  the  quhilk  alledgances,  the  Kirk  and 
brether  being  weill  advyfit,  notwithllanding  therof.  Finds  the  faid  procelie, 
decreit,  and  intimatioun  therof,  ordourly  deduceit  and  proceidit,   and   the 
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faid  fentence  of  fufpenfioun  well  proceidit  and  givin  ;  referving  nottheles 
to  the  faid  Mr  Robert,  in  the  fecond  inftance,  to  fute  redudlioun  and 
remeid,  as  appertaineth.  Being  farther  accufeit  of  contraventioun  of  the 
laid  fentence  of  fufpenfioun,  be  preaching  of  the  Word,  and  miniflratioun 
of  the  facranients,  befoir  the  intimatioun  therof,  he  grantit  the  fame,  bet 
pretendit  ignorance  of  the  giving  of  the  faid  fentence. 

Befor  farther  reafoning  in  this  matter,  my  Lord  of  Requeifts  prefentit 
[to  the  Kirk]  a  wryting  fent  from  the  Kings  Majeftie  vnto  them,  to  declare 
that  his  Majeilies  will  was.  That  the  Kirk  fould  not  trouble  the  faid  Mr 
Robert  for  any  thing  concerning  the  Bifchoprick,  or  that  may  refult  ther- 
vpon,  or  for  any  vther  caufe  bygane  committitbe  him  ;  but  that  it  might  be 
handlit  befor  his  Grace.  Quhilk  being  reverentlie  receivit  and  red  in  opin 
Alfemblie,  the  brethren  praifit  God  that  moveit  the  Kings  Hienes  to  fend 
his  Commiflioner  to  the  Aflemblie  :  and  as  to  the  a6lioun  prefent,  with 
the  afliftance  of  God,  fuch  attendance  fould  be  givin  therto,  [the  rather,] 
for  his  Hienes  requeift.  That  nothing  fould  be  handlit  belonging  to  the 
Civill  Power  ;  and  nothing  but  vprightly,  fnicerely,  and  with  the  juft  judge- 
ment pronouncit  againft  him,  as  they  fould  anfuer  to  God  and  his  Hienes. 


Seffio  7"- 

Heirafter  a  plaine  and  large  difcourfe  was  oppinly  made  of  the  haill 
diligence  of  the  brether,  to  quhom  commiffioun  was  givin  in  the  laft  Affem- 
blie,  concerning  the  faid  Mr  Robert ;  and  the  copies  of  the  charges  givin 
to  them  at  his  inftance,  produceit,  declaring  and  bearing  effe6tuou(Iie, 
witneffing  of  his  knowledge  of  the  faid  fufpenfioun,  albeit  he  [plainly] 
proteilit  befor  God,  he  never  knew  of  the  raifing  of  any  of  the  faids  charges 
or  executiouns  therof ;  with  the  quhilk  difcourfe  and  confeflioun  of  the 
faid  Mr  Robert,  that  he  had  preachit  and  miniflrat  the  facraments  fen  the 
faid  decreit  of  fufpenfioun  :  The  Kirk  being  advyfeit,  in  ane  voyce,  after 
voteing,  Fand  the  faid  decreit  and  fentence  contraveinit  [and  violat]  be 
him  ;  and  fuperfeidit  to  difcernevpon  the  paine  of  the  faid  contraventioun, 
quhill  the  raorne  at  the  brether  firft  conveining. 

The  faid  Mr  Robert  demandit  the  anfuer  of  the  haiil  Kirk,  If  they  wold 
accufe  him  vpon  any  thing  concerning  the  Bifchoprick,  or  any  thing  re- 
fultand  thervpon  :     2.  That  he  might  have  the  copie  of  the  large  difcourle 
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made  verballie  be  the  brethren,   to  the   effedl   he  might  anfuer  limplie  to 
every  point  therof. 

Being-  removeit  out  of  the  Affemblie,  within  a  little  fpace  therafter  com- 
peirit  Johne  Burne,  meffeng-er,  and  be  vertue  of  our  Soveraine  Lords 
letters,  delyverit  be  the  Lords  of  Secreit  Counfell,  inhibite  and  difchargcit 
the  brethren  of  the  Generall  Affemblie,  the  Moderatour  and  his  Affeffours, 
fra  dire6ling  of  any  citations  aganis  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  as  is  therin 
conteinit,  vling  of  excommunication,  innovatioun,  llandering  or  troubling 
of  him  in  his  miniftrie,  for  afpyring  to  the  Bifchoprick  of  Glargo\y,  or  call- 
ing or  perfewing  of  his  bretber  for  the  fame,  or  for  any  promife  made  be 
them  theranent,  or  any  vther  thing  dependand  thervpon,  in  tynie  bygane, 
vnder  the  paine  of  rebellioun,  and  putting  of  them  to  the  home  ;  certifie- 
and  them  and  they  failgie,  he  wald  denunce  them  our  Soveraine  Lords 
rebells,  and  put  them  to  his  Hienes  home  :  of  the  quhilk  charge  he  dely- 
verit inflantlie  a  copie  quhilk  he  fubfcryvit  with  his  awin  hand. 

The  faid  Mr  Robert  being  callit,  and  being  abfent,  the  brether  ordainit 
Mr  Thomas  M'^gie  to  warne  him  to  the  morne. 

Anent  the  age  of  perlbns  that  fall  heirafter  entir  in  the  miniftrie  of  the 
Word  :  Seing  that  fundrie  hes  bein  intrufit  vpon  the  Kirk,  and  entrit  to 
benefices  having  cure,  that  be  reafon  of  tliair  gong  geirs,  and  lake  of 
experience  and  judgement,  cannot  be  able  to  dilcharge  that  hie  and 
facred  vocatioun,  quhervnto  they  are  called.  The  Kirk,  in  ane  mynd,  hes 
vottit  and  concludit,  That,  in  tyme  comeing,  none  be  admittit  to  the  func- 
tioun  of  the  miniftrie,  nor  collationat,  nor  admittit  to  any  benefice  of  cure, 
without  they  be  of  the  age  of  xxv  geirs,  except  fucli  that  for  fingular  and 
rare  qualities  into  them,  lalbe  judgeit  be  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the 
Kirk  meitt  and  worthie  therfor. 


Seffio  8^- 

Anent  the  ordinance  made  gefternight  concerning  the  fumouning  of  Mr 
Robert  Montgomerie,  to  compeir  [perfonaly]  befor  the  Affemblie  this  day 
at  ten  houres  :  The  faid  Mr  Robert  being  callit,  and  not  compeirand,  but 
be  William  Montgomerie  his  Allegit  Procuratour,  quho  produceit  ane 
appellatioun,  quherof  the  tenour  will  heirafter  appeare. 

Compeirit  Mr  Thomas  M'^gie,  and  declarit.   That,  at  the  command  of 
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the  Affemblie,  he  warnit  him  gefternig-ht  to  compeir  at  this  houre,  befor 
the  haill  Kirk,  perfonallie,  in  prefence  of  Mrs  Walter  Hay,  Johne  Cowper 
and  Andro  Ker,  and  that  he  promifed  to  compeir  perfonallie  at  the  houre 
appointit,  quhilk  the  faids  brethren  and  witneffes  teilified  to  be  true. 

Heirafter  was  certaine  fpeciall  and  enorme  crymes  produceit  and  red, 
quherof  he  was  alledeit  to  be  guiltie,  [which  are  thir  :]  1.  Negligence  [in 
do6lrine,]and  corruptioun  indodlrine  alio,  diflblutioun  in  lyfe,  for  the  quhilk 
he  was  lliipendit  ;  contraveining  of  the  fufpenfioun  in  Glalgow,  Striveling, 
and  in  the  Kings  awin  Chappell ;  violating  of  his  [own]  promife  made  to 
the  Prelbyteric  of  Striveling,  that  he  fould  remaine  and  waite  vpon  his 
cure  ;  horrible  lies  in  the  face  of  the  haill  Aflemblie,  denying,  with  pro- 
teftatiouns  befor  God,  the  intimatioun  of  the  fufpenlioun,  and  raifing  and 
executing  of  the  letters ;  procureing  of  letters  be  linifter  inforniatioun,  for 
overthrowing  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk ;  vfurping  another  mans  flock, 
accompanied  with  armed  men,  lince  the  fufpenfioun  ;  chargeing  the  haill 
Affemblie,  vnder  the  paine  of  horning,  to  ftay  from  all  proceiding  againil 
him  with  excommunicatioun  ;  blafphemous  railing  againft  [the  brether 
and]  the  Miniftrie  in  pulpit,  fen  his  fufpenfioun,  and  [oft]  befor  ;  and, 
in  fumma,  manifeft  contempt  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Kirk,  and  ftirring 
vp  of  ane  feareful  fchifme  betuixt  certaine  of  the  Nobilitie  and  the  Kirk  : 
Quhilk  being  tryit,  [and  put  to  examinatione,]  partlie  be  his  awin 
confeffioun,  partlie  be  the  proces  deduceit  be  the  Generall  Affemblie 
haldin  lail  in  Edenburgh,  and  be  the  proceffe  deduceit  befor  the  Elder- 
fchip  of  Striveling,  and  partlie  be  the  teftificatioun  of  good  and  godlie 
brether  of  the  Affemblie,  were  found  all  to  have  fallin  in  his  perfon, 
and  him  to  be  culpabill  and  guiltie  therof.  For  the  quhilks  moll  haynous, 
foule,  and  vnworthie  crymes,  the  Affemblie  of  the  brether  votitt  and  con- 
cludit.  The  faid  Mr  Robert,  not  only  to  be  vnworthie  to  ferve  in  the  office 
of  the  Miniftrie,  bot  to  be  depryvit  therof  perpetuallie,  in  all  tyme  comeing  ; 
and  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  to  ftrike  aganis  him,  without  he 
prevent  the  fame  be  repentance. 

My  Lord  of  Roqueifts  craveit  of  the  Kirk,  That  the  pronouncing  of  the 
faid  fentence  fould  be  fuperfeidit  quhill  the  Kings  Majeftie  were  advertifed. 
The  Kirk  heirto  continued  to  give  anfuer  quhill  [their  meeting  at]  after- 
noone. 
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Seffio  9*- 

The  letter  wrytin  to  the  Kings  Majeftie,  in  name  of  the  haill  Kirk, 
being  red,  was  thocht  good  to  be  delyvered  to  my  Lord  of  Requeifts, 
quherof  the  tenour  followes  : 

Pleafe  gour  Majeftie,  We  have  received  gour  Graces  moil  loving  letter 
dire6l  to  vs  be  gour  Graces  Conimillioner,  Mr  Mark  Ker,  Matter  of  Re- 
queifts, and  are  compellit  to  burft  out  with  moft  humble  thanks  vnto  God, 
quho  of  his  luercie  hes  gevin  vs  fo  godly  a  King,  careful!  and  weill  willing 
that  God  be  glorified,  and  his  Kirk,  within  gour  Majefties  realme,  man- 
tained,  as  plainlie  [appeareth]  be  the  articles  be  gour  Grace  proponit ; 
quhervnto  with  all  diligence  we  began  to  make  anfuer  :  But  in  fuch 
fliortnes  of  tyme,  and  great  ftraites  quhervnto  we  are  brocht  be  certaine 
letters  raifit  at  the  inftance  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  we  are  altoo-ether 
ftayit  in  that  and  many  vther  godlie  adliouns  ;  for  vpon  the  27  dav  of  this 
inilant,  the  Airerablie  being  occupied  in  quyot  and  modeft  reaibning  of 
grave  and  weghtie  matters,  he  caufit  ane  oiSciar  of  armes  irreverentlie  to 
entir,  and,  vnder  the  paine  of  horning,  command  the  haill  Kirk  from  all 
proceiding  againft  him,  for  quhatfoevir  caufe  or  enormitie  committit  in 
thele  his  wicked  attempts  ;  a  thing  that  was  never  heard  nor  fein  fince  the 
world  began,  quherof  we  man  lament  to  gour  Grace  :  And  havino-  no 
vther  refuge  vnder  God,  moft  humblie  craves,  That,  [be]  thir  extraordinary 
charges  dire6l  aganis  the  Word  of  God  and  lawis  of  gour  Graces  countrey, 
we  be  not  conftrainit  to  betray  the  caufe  of  God,  be  bearin"-  with  and 
winking  at  horrible  crynies,  manifeft  to  all  men  in  the  perfon  of  the  faid 
Mr  Robert,  or  els  to  be  repute  and  accountit  difobedient  to  gour  Majef- 
tie, in  whofe  fervice  we  have  bein,  are,  and  falbe  readie  to  Oied  our  bloods, 
and  ipend  our  lyves  ;  befeikand  gour  Grace,  we  may  find  this  grace  and 
favour  in  gour  Majefties  fight,  to  keip  our  confcience  cleane  befor  God, 
and  i-eferve  our  faules  to  him  quho  hes  givin  vs  care  of  the  laules  of  his 
inheritance.  This  moft  reafonable  requeift  we  doubt  not  to  obtaine  of 
gour  Majeftie,  our  particular  reafons  being  heard  and  confiderit,  quhilk  we 
mynd,  be  Gods  grace,  more  largelie  to  expone  be  certaine  brether  dire6l 
to  gour  Majeftie,  both  for  this  efi"e6l,  and  with  a  full  anliier  to  gour  for- 
faids  articles.     In  the  meane  feafon,   we  befeik  gour  Majeftie  [to]  give  no 
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credit  to  the  finifler  report  and  wrangous  infortnatioun  of  men,  that,  be 
fuch  dealing,  goes  about  to  draw  gour  Majefties  heart  from  gour  true  and 
faithfull  fubie6ls,  and,  be  this  vnhappie  fchifme,  to  overthrow  the  Kirk  of 
God  within  gour  Graces  countrej,  and,  for  thair  awin  particular  gaines, 
banifch  Chrift  and  his  Word,  quhilk  God  of  his  infinite  mercie  forbid, 
and  preferve  gour  Grace,  foule  and  bodie,  for  evir. 

Sana  Androes,  28  of  Apryle  1582. 

As  to  the  lentence  to  be  givin  againtt  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  and  the 
enormities  conteinit  in  the  a6ls  preceiding  :  The  AiFemblie  and  brether 
prel'ent,  after  voteing  in  the  faid  matter,  depryvit  the  faid  Mr  Robert  from 
all  fun6lioun  of  the  Miniftrie  in  the  Kirk  of  God,  dureing  the  will  of 
the  Kirk  of  God  ;  and,  farther,  defcernit  the  fearefuU  fentence  of  excom- 
municatioun  to  be  pronuncit  againft  him  in  the  face  of  the  haill  Affemblie, 
be  the  voyce  and  mouth  of  the  Moderatour  prefent ;  to  the  effect,  that,  his 
proud  fleih  being  caft  into  the  hands  of  Satan,  he  may  be  win  againe,  if  it  be 
poffible,  to  God  ;  and  the  faid  fentence  [to]  be  intimat  be  every  particular 
minifter,  at  his  awin  particular  Kirk,  iblemnelie  in  the  firft  ferraoun  to  be 
made  be  them,    after  thair  returning. 

The  inftant  pronunciatioun  of  the  faid  fentence  beand  ftayit,  be  the 
voyce  of  the  faid  Moderatour,  quhill  Monday  at  nyne  houres,  be  realon 
of  the  compeirance  of  the  faid  Mr  Robert,  quho  renuncit  the  appella- 
tioun  interponit  be  his  Procuratour  in  his  name,  and  be  himfelfe  befor 
noone,  from  the  fentence  of  the  Kirk,  [and]  defyrit  conference  to  be 
grantit  to  him  of  the  mofl  godly  and  learnit  brether  ;  quhilk  the  [Kirk] 
grantit  quhill  Monday  at  nyne  houres,  vpon  conditioun  he  remained  and 
waited  vpon  the  [Exercife  of  the]  do6lrine  and  conference  of  the  brether, 
[and  made  no  novatione  nor  new  charges  againft  the  Kirk ;  who  promifed 
to  attend  upon  the  dodlrine  and  conference  of  the  brethren]  the  morne 
all  day  :  And  as  to  novatioun  or  new  charge,  he  fould  [ul'e  and]  purchafe 
none,  in  the  meane  tyme,  if  the  Kirk  vfed  nane  againft  him.  And  farther 
the  AlFemblie  ordainit  prayers  to  be  made  the  morne  in  the  fermoun  for 
him,  be  them  that  occupied  the  place  for  the  time. 
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Selfio  II''- 

Anent  the  conference  had  gefternight  with  Mr  Robert  JMontg-omery  : 
To  the  efFe6l  the  brether  might  vnderftand  quhat  fruit  had  followit  therof, 
they  demandit  of  him,  in  prefence  of  God,  to  tell  the  fimple  trueth  of  the 
accufatiouns  that  were  laid  to  his  charge  of  befor  :  Quho,  after  prayer  to 
God  to  be  mercifiill  to  him,  grantit  and  confeft  as  after  followes  : 

1.  He  confeft  the  command  givin  him  be  the  Reidar  at  Striveling,  to 
defift  from  his  office. 

2.  Grantit  baptizeing  of  bairnes  gottin  in  fornicatioun  ;  bot  tooke 
cautioun  of  the  parents  to  fatiffie  the  Kirk,  bot  not  in  prelence  of  the 
Elders  and  Seffioun. 

S.  As  to  circumciiioun  of  women :  Remembers  not  that  ever  he 
preached  it. 

4.  Grants  he  made  promife  to  the  Prelbytrie  of  Striveling  to  awaite  on 
his  charge  of  the  Miniftrie  ther,  qnhilk  he  hes  brokin, 

5.  He  confeft,  That,  vpon  the  20  day  of  Marche  laft,  he  heard  mentioun 
made  of  his  I'uipenlioun  be  the  Prelhyterie  of  Striveling  ;  bot  he  was  not 
certaine  therof,  for  he  could  not  have  the  proces  of  his  fufpenfioun. 

6.  Declarit,  That  howbeit  he  knew  not  the  raifing  of  many  of  the  letters 
aganis  the  brether,  get  he  keipit  the  ordinarie  dyatts  therof. 

7.  Grants  the  vfurpatioun  of  Mr  David  Weymis  flock,  quherin  he  con- 
feffes  he  had  heavilie  offendit. 

8.  And  ficklyke  grants  he  hes  heavilie  failit  againft  God  and  his  Kirk, 
be  procureing  and  railing  of  the  charges  againft  the  Generall  Affemblie  ; 
and  in  accepting  of  the  Bifchoprick  of  Glalgow  without  advyce  therof,  and 
in  proceiding  be  this  forme  of  doing  quhilk  he  hes  vfed  ;  for  the  quhilk  he 
fubmitts  himfelfe  to  the  will  of  the  brethren,  willing  to  abyde  thair  judge- 
ment, and  to  obey  and  vnderly  ilich  injun6liouns  as  they  will  ordeane 
therfor. 

And  as  to  his  fimple  meaning  concerning  the  eftate  of  Bifchops  and 
corruptioun  therof:  Being  requyrit  oppinlie,  in  the  feare  of  God  and 
vprightnes  of  confcience,  to  declare  the  lame,  Defyrit  to  conferre  with 
Mrs  James  Lowfone,  Johne  Craig,  Robert  Pont,  David  Lindelay  [and] 
the  Laird  of  CoUuthie,  to  the  elfe6l  he  might  be  farder  refolvit,  and  give 
his  fimple  meaning  therin  to  the  Kirk ;  quhervnto  the  haill  Kirk  aggreeit. 
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Anent  the  proteftatioun  made  be  the  Prefbyteries  of  Edenburgh, 
Dalkeith,  and  Lynlithgow,  aganis  the  fentence  givin  be  the  King  and 
Secreit  Counfeli  in  favours  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  findand  them 
Judges  to  the  laids  Prelbyteries  and  Kirk,  as  the  fame  beares  :  The  haill 
Kirk,  after  the  reiding  of  the  fame  fentence,  and  proteflatioun,  in  ane 
voyce,  adherit  therto  ;  lykeas  the  faid  Mr  Robert,  for  his  part,  allowit  the 
fame,  and  adherit  therto. 


Seffio  l^"- 

In  refpedl  of  many  inconveniences  and  milFordour  falliu  furth  be  the 
ambitioun,  covetoufnes,  and  indiredl  dealing  of  fundrie,  quho  gangs  about  to 
entir  in  the  Miniftrie,  and,  being  enterit,  vies  vnlawfull  meanes  to  declyne 
all  corre6lioun  and  puniQiment  for  thair  offences :  The  haill  Aflemblie, 
with  ane  confent,  hes  vottit  and  concludit,  conforme  to  the  Word  of  God, 
and  moil  godlie  a6ls  of  Ancient  Counfells,  That  no  man  pretend  to  eccleii- 
articall  fundlioun,  office  [promotione]  or  benefice,  be  any  abfolute  gift,  colla- 
tion, or  admiffion  of  the  Civill  Magillrate  or  Patrone,  be  letters  of  horning, 
and  quhatlbevir  vther  meanes  then  is  eftablifhed  be  the  Word  of  God,  and 
a6ls  of  the  Generall  Kirk,  and  hitherto  ordinarlie  vfed  within  the  reformed 
Kirk  of  Scotland  ;  and  licklyke  that  nane  beand  received  to  ane  ecclefi- 
afticall  office  or  benefice,  ieik  any  way,  be  the  civill  power,  to  exeimc  and 
withdraw  themfelves  from  the  jurifdiiSlioun  of  the  Kirk,  nor  procure, 
obtaine,  or  ule  any  letters  or  charges,  either  be  themfelves,  or  any  vthers 
in  thair  name,  or  at  thair  command  or  inflance,  to  impare,  hurt,  or  ftay 
the  faid  jurifdidlioun,  difcipline,  correfitioun  of  maners,  or  punifliment  for 
thair  offences  and  enormities  ;  nor  to  make  any  appellatioun  from  the 
Generall  Aflemblie,  to  flop  the  difcipline  and  ordour  of  ecclefiafticall 
policie  and  jurifdifilioun  granted  be  Gods  Word  to  the  office  bearers 
within  the  faid  Kirk,  vnder  the  paine  of  excoramunicatioun,  fummarlie, 
and  without  any  proces  or  admonitiouns,  to  be  pronouncit  be  the  judge- 
ment of  the  Elderfchip,  be  Minifter  or  Miniilers,  to  be  appointit  be 
them  therto,  how  foone  it  is  knawin  that  any  ane  of  the  faids  heids  is 
tranfgreft. 

And  this  acl  no  wayes  to  be  prejudiciall  to   Laik  patrones  and  thair 
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prefentatiouns,    vnto   the   tyme  the  lawes  be  reformed  according  to   the 
Word  of  God. 

Anent  the  conference  with  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  :  The  faid  Mr 
Robert  compeirand,  in  the  face  of  the  haill  Affemblie,  declarit  andpromifed 
befor  God,  That  he  fould  neither  meddle  nor  attempt  farther  concerning 
the  Bifchoprick  of  Glafgow,  nor  bruik,  vfe,  nor  take  vpon  him  the  fame, 
or  any  office  within  the  Kirk,  by  the  advyle  and  confent  of  the  Generall 
Aflembly  of  the  Kirk  ;  renunceand  the  letters  and  charges  givin  to  the 
Generall  AlTemblie  at  his  inftance,  with  the  letters  purchaled  be  him 
aganis  Mr  David  Weymis  ;  protefting  that,  in  this  matter  concerning  the 
Bifchoprick  of  Glafgow,  he  meanes  no  vther  wayes  nor  the  haill  brethcr 
does. 

Forfameikle  as  the  Sabboth  day  many  wayes  is  profaned  [and  violated]  to 
the  great  diflionour  of  God,  and  fpeciallie  be  balding  of  mercatts  afweill  in 
burgh  as  in  landwart  vpon  that  day  :  The  Aflembly  of  the  Kirk  injoynes 
itraitlie  to  every  Elderfchip  within  thair  awin  bounds,  to  take  ordour 
therwith  as  they  may  of  the  Law  of  God,  as  they  will  lliew  thair  zeale 
towards  God,  and  obedience  to  the  Kirk. 

[The  Generall  Affemblie  ordeans  the  brethren  of  the  Prelbytrie  of 
Glafgow  to  trie  and  examine  diligently,  if  Mr  Robert  Montgomrie  any 
wile  medles  with  the  Biflioprick  of  Glafgow,  or  proceeds  further  in  ufing 
thereof,  againfl  his  promife  made  openly  in  publick  Affemblie  ;  and  if 
they  find  him  to  meddle  therewith  any  wife,  to  difcerne  him  to  have  con- 
traveened  the  adl  of  the  Affemblie  and  his  promife,  and  to  report  their 
procefs  and  decree  thereupon  to  the  ElderHiip  of  Edinburgh,  to  whom  the 
Affemblie  giveth  power  to  nominate,  in  that  cafe,  a  brother  to  excommu- 
nicate the  faid  Mr  Robert  out  of  the  Kirk  of  God  and  fociety  of  the 
faithful!.  C] 

The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk,  in  ane  voyce,  gives  full  power  and 
commiffioun  to  [their  beloved  brethren]  Mrs  James  Lowfone,  Johne 
Craig,  Robert  Pont,  David  Lindfay,Johne  Brand,  and  JohneDurie,  topalle 
vnto  the  Kings  Majeftie,  and  fliew  [unto]  his  Hienes,  That  concerning  the 
articles  he  fent  be  his  Majellies  Mailer  of  Requeift?,  to  have  bcin  anfuerit 
be  the  Kirk,  being  lb  weghtie  and  important,  a  part  of  them  alio  appeirand 
to  be  obfcure  and  captious,  they  could  not  prefentlie  refolve  thervpon : 
notthelefe,  for  the  better  refolving  therof,  they  have  ordainit  certaine 
brether  to  confult  thervpon  quhill  the  nixt  Affemblie,  quhilk  they  have 
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appointit  lliorter  for  that  effect  :  Farther,  lamentablie  to  deplore  vnto  his 
Grace,  quherin  the  jurildidlioun  of  the  Kirk  is  and  hes  bein  heavilie  hurt 
and  prejudgeit,  and  namelie  be  the  letters  g-ivin  out  in  Glafgow,  difcharge- 
and  the  Prefbyteries  to  proceid  againft  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  ;  charges 
of  horning  vfed  againft  the  haill  Kirk  of  Scotland,  be  the  decreit  and 
fentence  of  the  Secreit  Counfell,  findand  them  Judges  in  the  a6lioun  of 
Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  ;  niiffives  fent  to  gentlemen  to  alFift  to  the 
placeing  of  him  in  the  pulpitt  of  Glafgow,  againft  the  will  of  the  Kirk  ; 
giving  of  benefices  pleno  jure,  and  of  Abbacies  in  heritage  :  And,  with  all 
Innnilitie,  due  reverence  and  gentlenes  that  appertaines,  to  exhort  his 
Majeftie  to  the  reforming  [hereof,]  and  mantaining  of  the  jurifdi6tioun 
givin  be  God  vnto  his  Kirk  ;  as  alfo  to  give  admonitioun  vnto  the  Dukes 
grace,  Erles  of  Arrane  and  Gowrie,  in  the  premiffes  ;  and  quhat  they  doe 
heirin,  to  report  to  the  nixt  Afl'emblie. 

Ordaines  the  particular  Elderfchips  to  have  ane  copie  of  the  articles  lent 
be  Kings  Majeftie,  that  they  may  be  the  better  relblvit  to  give  their  anfuer 
advyledlie  thereto  [at]  the  nixt  AfTemblie. 

Anent  the  corruptioun  of  buriall  in  the  citie  of  San6l  Androes  :  The 
Kirk  ordaines  Mr  Patrick  Adamfone  to  put  the  commilEoun  givin  to  him 
in  the  laft  Airemblie,  to  dew  execution  in  all  points,  after  the  tenour 
therof,  vnder  the  paine  of  dilTobedience. 

Ordaines  Mr  Craig  to  lay  ane  ordour  for  colledling  the  A6ls  of  the 
Kirk,  betuixt  and  the  nixt  Afl'emblie. 

[Anent  their  eftablifliing  of  Prelbytries  where  none  are  yet  eredled  : 
The  whole  Aflemblie  hath  nominate  their  brethren  underwritten,  to  take 
travel  in  the  particular  bounds  after  fpecified,  for  planting  of  Elderfhips 
therein,  betwixt  and  the  nixt  Generall  Aflemblie,  to  wit :  C.  &  B.] 

[For  Cathnes  and  Sutherland  : — Mr  George  Hay,  Mr  John  Robertfone, 
Mr  George  Monro,  John  Gray. 

For  Rols  : — The  faid  Mr  George,  Mr  John  Robertfone,  Mr  George 
Monro,  the  Perfon  of  Dufrus,  the  Minifter  of  Inuernefs,  Mr  George  Hay, 
John  Strathhutchin,  James  Reid. 

For  Aberdeen  and  Bamf: — Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnet,  Mr  George 
Patterfone,  David  Howefone,  James  Reid,  Steven  Mefon. 

For  the  weft  end  of  I'ife  : — David  Fergufon. 

For  Teviotdale  : — Mr  James  Lowfon,  and  Mr  David  Lindfay:  To  whom 
the  AiFemblie  giveth  power  to  conftitute  Preft)ytrie  or  Prefbytries,  and 
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allow  or  dlffallow  fuch  as  are  eredled,  or  unite  or  disjoyn,  as  they  think 
moil  expedient ;  and  alfo  appoint  how  many  Prelbytries  fliall  be  in  a 
Synodall  Affemblie  there. 

For  Teviotdail : — John  Brand  and  Andrew  Blackball,  Mr  George  Hay, 
Mr  Archibald  Douglas,  the  Laird  of  Traquair,  Skirline,  and  Black 
Barronie. 

For  Nithfdaile  : — Mr  James  Bryfon,  the  Minifter  of  Dumfries,  Mr 
Archbald  Sinclare,  my  Lord  Heries,  my  Lord  Maxwel,  the  Laird  of 
Dumlenrig. 

For  Galloway  : — John  Duncanfone,  Mr  James Hamiltone,  James  Dods, 
John  Young,  the  Laird  of  Lochinvar.  C] 


Anfuers  to  certaine  doubts  proponit  concerning  the  Prefbyteries. 

1.  That  the  Moderatour  may  continue  from  the  Affemblie  Synodall  to 
the  nixt  Synodall  :     His  elefilioun  to  be,  be  the  particular  Prelbitrie. 

2.  That  the  number  of  fuch  as  are  affociat  to  the  Elderfchip  for  difci- 
pline  and  corre6lioun  of  maners,  that  are  not  Paftours  nor  Dofilours,  quho 
travell  not  in  the  Word,  be  not  in  equall  number  with  vthers,  but  fewar  ; 
the  proportioun  as  the  neceifitie  of  the  Elderfchip  craves. 

3.  Concerning  fuch  Elders  as  verfes  not  in  the  W  ord  :  Thair  relbrt  to 
the  Prelbyterie  falbe  no  farther  ftraitit,  but  as  the  weghtines  and  occafioun, 
vpon  intimatioun  and  advertifement  made  be  the  Paftours  and  Do6lours, 
fall  requyre  ;  at  quhilk  tyme  they  fall  give  thair  godlie  concurrence  ; 
exhorting  them  alwayes  that  may  commodiouflie  refort,  to  be  prefent  at 
all  tymes. 

4.  Such  of  the  Miniftrie  as  dois  not  relbrt  to  the  Exercife  and  Prelby- 
terie, falbe  fubieiSl  to  the  penal  tie  arbitrall  to  be  appointitat  the  difcretioun 
of  every  particular  Prelbyterie,  the  famein  to  be  aggried  vpon  be  fubfcrip- 
tioun  of  every  Minifter  therof  j  and  if  any  be  found  to  diffagrie  ther  to  a 
guid  ordour,  to  be  complainit  on  to  the  Generall  Affemblie  nixt  to  come  ; 
and  the  ordour  quhilk  every  Prefbyterie  takes,  to  be  lichtit,  and  therof  ane 
good  ordour  [after]  eftablif'ched  for  the  haill. 

5.  It  is  thocht  meitt,  that  the  lame  day  quhilk  is  the  day  of  the  Exercile, 
be  in  lyke  maner  the  day  of  the  ecclefiaftical  proces  ;   and  if  the  brether 
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finds  [it]  necelFar  for  the  haiflie   expeditioun  of  the  proces,  that  they  may 
appoint  dayes,  tymes  and  places  therfor,  by  the  day  of  the  Exercife. 

6.  It  is  not  thog-ht  expedient,  that  the  Prefbyterie  be  aftri6lit  to  direct 
thair  Moderatour  to  the  Affemblie,  bot  libertie  to  chufe  fuch  as  they  think 
moft  expedient  for  the  comfort  of  the  Kirk. 

7.  It  is  not  thocht  meitt,  that  vilitatioun  be  exceptit  e  re  nata,  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Prelbyterie,  and  the  famein  not  to  be  limitat  to  the  Modera- 
tour, bot  to  fnch,  two  or  ma,  as  the  Prefbyterie  fall  direct,  for  the  necef- 
fitie  of  the  matter,  according  to  the  Booke  of  Policie. 

8.  The  Clerk  and  Moderatour  fall  fublcryve,  in  grave  matters  and  forme 
of  proceiding,  in  the  name  of  the  Elderfchip,  [ay]  and  quhill  God  provyde 
fome  better  contributioun  in  every  particular  Kirk  of  the  Elderlchip  for 
his  intertainment. 

9.  The  Minifter  of  the  paroch  fall  caufe  execute  the  fumounds  concern- 
ing his  paroch,  and  beare  the  burdein  of  iick  things  as  lalbe  dire6l  from 
the  Prefoyterie,  or  fome  deput  be  him,  within  his  paroch. 

10.  Concerning  a  generall  ordour  of  admiHioun  to  the  office  of  Elders  : 
Referris  it  to  the  ordour  vfit  at  Edenburgh,  quhilk  we  approve. 

11.  As  for  collatioim  of  benefices,  and  defignatioun  of  manfes  and 
gleibs  :  The  Moderatour  of  the  Prelbyterie  cjuher  it  is  requifite,  and  for 
fatil'fafilioun  of  the  aft  of  Parliament,  that  they  have  a  fpeciall  commiffion 
of  the  Kirk  for  that  effedl,  quhill  it  pleafe  God  to  move  the  King  that  the 
laws  may  be  better  reformed  ;  provyding  the  Moderatour  doe  nothing 
but  be  advyce  of  the  Prelbyterie. 

12.  It  is  proponed  to  the  Kii'k,  Quher  ther  is  no  Prefbyterie,  nor 
cannot  be  gottin,  what  ordour  lalbe  of  admilFioun,  of  collatioun  and  defig- 
natioun of  benefices. 

13.  As  for  the  number  of  Kirks,  how  many  f'albe  in  every  Prefbyterie  : 
Referris  to  them  that  hes  the  commiffiouu  to  eftablifch  Prefbyteries. 

14.  The  forme  of  proceffe  in  weghtie  matters  to  be  in  wryte,  at  the 
difcretioun  of  particular  Prefbyteries,  e  re  nata;  in  vther  things,  verball. 

15.  For  any  that  will  not  receive  office  of  Elderfchip,  and  travail  not  in 
the  Word  :     We  may  exhort,  but  not  compell. 

[As  concerning  defignatione  of  mantes  and  gleibs  to  Minifters  and 
Readers,  conferring  of  benefices  to  perfons  prefented  thereto,  and  planting 
of  Minillers  where  no  Prefbytries  are  yet  conftitute  :  The  Aifemblie 
gives  their  full  power  and  commifTione  to  their  brethren  underwritten,   in 
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the  particular  bounds  after  fpecified,  to  plant  and  input  Paftonrs  and 
Preachers  of  the  Word  of  God,  defigne  manfes  and  gleebs,  give  and 
conferr  benefices  according  to  the  order  obferved  within  the  Kirk  ;  and 
to  doe,  exerce,  and  ufe  fuch  other  things  as  were  given  of  before  in  com- 
niiffione  to  viliters  of  countries  thereanent,  while  the  ere6lione  of  the  faid 
Prefljytries  betwixt  and  the  nixt  Affemblie,  viz. 

For  Cathnefs  and  Sutherland  : — Mr  George  Hay. 

For  Rofs  : — Mr  Thomas  Howefone. 

For  Murrey  : — The  Perfon  of  Duffus. 

For  Aberdeen  and  Bamf : — Mr  George  Patterfone. 

For  the  Well  end  of  Fife  : — David  Fergulbne. 

For  Teviotdaill  : — The  Moderator  of  Melrof's. 

For  Galloway  : — John  Duncanfone. 

For  Nithfdail  : — Mr  James  Bryfon. 


Seffio  14»- 

As  to  the  Paftor  of  Stirline  :  Seing  he  is  deprived  of  his  funcSlione  at 
the  will  of  the  AlTemblie,  the  Affemblie  requells  John  Duncanfone  and 
Patrick  Gilefpie  to  fupport  the  place  thereof  while  the  nixt  Affemblie,  that 
the  Kirk  take  order  therewith,  and  underftand  farther  of  the  laid  Mr 
Robert  his  behaviour.  C] 

Ordaines  a  general  faft  to  be  [obferved  and]  keipit  univeri'allie  in  all 
Kirks  of  this  realme,  with  do6lrine  and  inftruclioun  of  the  peiple,  tobegin 
the  firft  Sonday  of  Junij  nixt  to  come,  and  to  continue  to  the  nixt  Sonday 
therafter  inclulive,  vfing,  in  the  meane  tyme,  exercife  of  doctrine,  accord- 
ing to  the  accullomit  ordour  :  and  the  Kings  Majellie  to  be  certified  be 
the  Commiffioners  fent  to  him,  and  defyrit  to  hald  hand  therto  be  procla- 
niatiouns  [to  be]  fett  out  to  that  efi'edl. 

Caufes.  1.  Vniverfall  confpiracies  of  the  Papifts,  [and  enemies  of  God,] 
in  all  countreyes,  againft  Chrillians,  for  executioun  of  the  bloody  Counfel 
of  Trent.  2.  The  oppreffioun  and  thraldome  of  the  Kirk  of  God.  3. 
Waifting  of  the  rents  therof  without  remedie.  4.  Falling  from  the  former 
zeale.  5.  Flocking  home  of  Jeluites  and  of  Papifts.  6.  Manifeft  bloodlhed, 
inceft,  adulteries,  with  fuch  horrible  crymes  defyling  the  land  vnpuniihed. 
7.  The  danger  quherin  the  Kings   Majellie  ftands   throw  evill   company 

4  c 
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reforting  about  him,  be  quhom  it  is  feared  he  may  be  corrupted  in  maners 
and  religioun.     8.  Vniverfall  oppreffioun  and  contempt  of  the  poore. 

[Ordeans  every  Prelbytrie  within  their  own  bounds  to  trie  the  Minifters 
of  the  fame  ;  and  if  any  offence  be  found,  to  punifh  the  lame  according  to 
the  qualitie  and  eftate  of  their  crimes,  betwixt  and  the  nixt  Generall 
Affemblie. 

The  Generall  Affemblie,  in  one  voice,  gives  their  full  power  and  com- 
miffione  to  the  honorable  and  falthfuU  brethren,  the  Erie  of  Marfliall, 
Abbot  of  Deir,  Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,  Mr  George  Hay,  Mr  Alexander 
Arbuthnet,  Mr  James  Martine,  Provoll  of  Sandl  Salvators  Colledge,  or  to 
any  three  of  them,  conjundllie  to  pafs  and  vifit  the  North  Countrie  fo  farr 
as  they  may,  and  to  call  before  them,  where  they  Qiall  think  moft  expedient, 
fuch  as  be  fufpedl  of  papiilrie,  to  give  confeffione  of  their  faith,  and  to 
fubfcrive  the  confeffione  fet  out  and  authorized  be  the  Kings  Majeftie  : 
And  to  this  effeft,  to  begin  their  journey  at  Midfummer  nixt  to  come ; 
and  if  any  be  found  obftinate  and  inobedient,  to  proceed  againft  them, 
according  to  the  a6ls  of  the  Kirk,  with  the  cenfures  thereof;  and  further 
commits  unto  their  faid  brethren  to  try  the  accufationes  conteaned  in 
procefs  layed  againft  Alexander  Urquhart  be  the  brethren  of  Rofs ;  and 
quhat  they  doe  in  the  one  and  other,  to  report  again  to  the  nixt  AfTem- 
blie.  C] 

Anent  perfons  defyreand  to  entir  in  the  fundlioun  of  the  Miniftrie  : 
The  Kirk  ordaines  the  particular  Prelbyteries  to  try  and  examine  them  ; 
and  fuch  as  they  find  qualified,  to  provyde  them  to  kirks. 

[A"nent  the  reconciliatione  of  the  feeds  in  the  Weft  :  The  Affemblie 
ordeans  the  brethren,  to  whom  commiffion  was  given  hereto  in  the  laft 
Affemblie,  to  travel  thereinto,  as  they  will  anlwer  to  the  Affemblie,  accord- 
ing to  the  faid  commiffione.   C] 

[Thanks  being  given  to  God,]  The  nixt  Affemblie  appointit  at  Eden- 
burgh,  the  24  of  Odlober  nixt,  except  fome  neceffar  occafioune  interveine, 
be  the  advertifement  of  the  Elderlchip  of  Edenburgh,  and  the  Kings 
Minifters,  quherby  they  may  be  brocht  together  fooner. 
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Ex  Registro  Secreti  Concilii. 

Apud  caftrum  de  Striueling,  duodecimo  die  nienfis  Aprilis,  Anno  Domini 

im  yc  ixxxij"- 

Rege  preiente.  Sederunt. 

Efmeus  Dux  Lennoxie.  Robertus  Commendatarius  de  Dumferniling-. 

Jacobus  Comes  de  Arrane.     Adamus  Commendatarius  de  Carabulkynneth 
Dauid  Comes  de  Craufurd.  Commendatarius  de  Culros. 

Willielmus Comes  deGowrye.  Computorum  Rotulator. 
Jacobus  Dominus  Downe.       Clericus  Regiftri. 
Clericus  Jufticiarie. 

Bifchoprik  of  Glaigow  diuoluit  in  the  Kingis  handes. 

Anent  oure  Souerane  Lordis  lettirs  direct  makand  mentioun,  fforfamekle 
as  be  certane  Commiffioners  authorizit  be  his  Hienes  and  the  Generall 
Affemblie  of  the  Kirk,  convenit  at  Leith  in  the  moneth  of  Januar  the 
geir  of  God  I"'  V*^  Ixxj  geris,  certane  articles  and  ordoures  wer  aggreit 
vpoun,  twitcheing  the  prouifioun  of  qualifeit  perfonis  to  Archebifchop- 
rikkis  and  Bil'choprikkis  vacand,  to  Hand  and  continevv  to  his  Hienes 
minoritie,  or  content  of  Parliament  :  And  the  famyn  wes  allowit  and 
approvit  be  his  Hienes,  and  his  umquhile  richt  traift  couiing,  Johnne  Erll 
of  Mar,  Lord  Erlkin,  Regent  to  his  Hienes  his  realme  and  liegis  for  the 
tyme,  in  his  Hienes  name,  and  ordanit  to  haue  the  flrenth  of  ane  a6l  of 
his  Hienes  Secrete  Counlale  in  the  meyntyme.  According  to  the  quhilk 
the  Prelaceis  and  vtheris  inferiour  benefices  within  this  realme  vacand,  hes 
bene  preientit  and  conferrit  fenfyne  ;  and  namelie  the  Archebifchoprik  of 
Glaigow  to  vmquhile  Maifter  James  Boyd,  laft  poffeffour  thairof,  quha 
departit  this  lyff.  His  Hienes  licence  to  cheis  of  all  honoure  and  com- 
mendatioun  of  Maifter  Robert  Montgomery,  Minifter  of  Godis  Word,  for 
prouiiioun  of  him  to  the  faid  Archebifchoprik,  wes  diredl  to  the  Cheptoure 
of  the  Seitt  of  Glafgow,  nominat  and  appointit  for  electing  of  the  (aid 
Archebifchop  ;  quhilk  Cheptoure  confiftit  in  xxxij  Channonries  or  Preben- 
dareis  fundatioun,  diftin6l  or  feuerall  benefices  of  the  prefent  poffeffoures. 
Off  the  quhilk  famony  as  ar  enterit  in  the  fun6lioun  of  the  Minifterie,  wer 
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ordanit  to  be  of  the  Clieptoure  for  ele6lioun  of  the  Archebifchop  :   as  alfua 
how  fone  the  remanent  poU'eiroures  of  the  faidis   benefices  fal   happin   to 
depart  this  lyff,   the  benefices  alwyfe  to  be   difponit  to  quulifeit  perfonis, 
that  luld  entir  in  the  fun6lioun  of  the   Minifterie,   and  thay  to  be  of  the 
Cheptoure  :     And  quhill  the  perfonis,  prefent  poffeflbures  of  the  benefices, 
not  enterit  in  the  fundlioun   of  the    Miniftrie,   be  departit  this   lyff,   to 
adioyne  thame  quhilkis  ar  already  Miniflers  prouidit  to  the  faidis  benefices. 
The  vther  Minirters  of  the  Kirkis  following,   to  reprelent  and  fupple  the 
Chaptoure  in  ele6lioun  of  the  faid  Archebifchop,  quhilkis  will  not  convene 
to  that  efFedl,  without  fhay  be  compellit.     And  anent  the  charge  gevin  to 
Maifter  Dauid  Wemys,   Perloun  of  Glafgow,   Maifter  Thomas  Smetoun, 
Principall  of  the   College  of  Glafgow,    as    Perfoun   of  Govane,    Maiiler 
William  Churnefyde,   Perfoun  of  Luis,    Maifler  Thomas  Jak,    Miniiler  of 
Rutherglen,  Maifler  Andro  Polwort,  Subdene  of  Glafgow,  Maifler  Johne 
Howefoun,  Perfoun  of  Cambuflang,  Johne  Anderfoun,   Minifter  at  Kirk- 
patrik,     Maifler   Archebald    Douglas,    Archedene    of   Glafgow,    Maifler 
Robert  Ker,   Archedene  of  Tiviotdale,    Maifler  James  Hill,    Perfoun  of 
Erfkin,   Maifler  James  Bryfoun,   Subchantoure  of  Glafgow,   James  Blak- 
■wood,  Perfoun  of  Sanquhair,   Maifler  Andro  Hay,   Perfoun  of  Renfrew, 
Johnne  Porterfeild,  Perfoun  of  Air,  Alailler  Johnne  Loverance,   Perfoun 
of  Douglas,  Maifler  Hector  Douglas,  Perlbun  of  Ancrum,  Maifler  William 
Hammyltoun,   Perfoun   of  Cumnok,   Maifler  James  Betoun,    Perfoun  of 
Auld  Roxburgh,  Maifler  Thomas  Cranftoun,  Perfoun  of  Ailiirk,   Maifler 
George  Hay,    Perfoun  of  Dodilfloun,    Edward  Cuflik,   Minifler  at  Dum- 
bertane,    Maifler  Johnne   goung,    Minifler    at   Irwing,    Maifler   Robert 
Lyndfay,   Minifler   at  Lanerk,    Maifter  Johnne   Dauidfoun,    Minifler  at 
Hammyltoun,  Johnne  Spehard,  Minifler  at  Campfy,  Maifler  James  Greg, 
Minifler  at  Cammonell,    Maifler  Petir  Prymrois,   Minifler  at   Mauchlene, 
Maifler  Johne  Inglis,   Minifler  at  Vchiltre,  Maifler  Patrik  Walkinfchaw, 
Minifler  atStevinfoun,  Johnne  M'Crone,  Minifler  at  Straiton,  To  haue  con- 
venit  in  the  cietie  of  Glafgow,  at  the  ordinar  place  of  the  eccleliaflicall  Affem- 
blies,  at  ane  certane  day  bypafl :     And  thair  the  faid  Maifler  Andro  Hay 
reprefenting  the  place  of  the  Dene,   the  faid  Maifler  Archebald  Douglas, 
Archedene  of  Glafgow,  his  awin  place,   the  faid  Robert  Ker,   Archedene 
of  Tiviotdale,    his  awin  place,    and   the  faid  Maifler   Dauid    Wemys,    the 
place  of  the   Chancellour,   to  haue   procedit  in  the   elefiling  of  the  faid 
Archebifchop  according  to  his  Hienes  licence,   and   lettirs  of  commenda- 


1582.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  573 

tioun  dire6l  to  thame  to  that  efre6l,   as  thay  wald  anfuer  to   his   Hienes 
vpoun  thair  obedience,   and  vnder  the  pane  of  rebellioun   and  putting  of 
tharae  to   the   home  ;  or  ellis  to   haue   comperit   befoir   liis    Hienes  and 
Lordis  of  Secrete  Counfale,   at  ane   certane  day  bypaft,   and  fchawin  ane 
relFonable  caufe,   quhy  the  faniin  fuld  not  haue  bene  done  :  with  certifica- 
tioun  to  thame  and  thay  failgeit,  vtheris  lettirs  fuld  be  dire6t  limpliciter  to 
put  thame  to  the   horne,   lyke  as  at   niair   lenth  is  contenit  in  the  faidis 
lettirs.     Quhilkis  being  callit,  and  the  faidis  Maifters  Andro  Hay,    Dauid 
Wemyis,  Thomas  Smetoun,  Thomas  Jab,  Andro  Polvravt,  Johnne  Ander- 
foun,  and  .Johnne  Porterfeild  comperand  all  perfonalie,  and  the  remanent 
perfonis  abonewrittin  being   oftymes   callit  and   not   comperand,    the  faid 
Maifter   Andro  Hay  proteftit  that  nathing  to  be  done  in  this  jugement 
fuld  onywife  preiuge  the  Word  of  God,  liberties  and  preuilege  of  the  Kirk, 
nor  the  lawes  of  this  realrae  maid  anent  the  fame,   and   depending   thair- 
vpoun.     Quhilk  proteftatioun  with  diuers  vtheris  the  relTonis  and  allega- 
tionis  of  the  foirfaidis  perfonis  comperand,  as  faid  is,   being  hard  and  con- 
Jiderit  be  the  Kingis  Maieftie  and  the  laidis  Lordis,  and  thay  rypelie  aduifit 
thairwith,  the  Kingis  Maieftie,  with  aduife  of  the  faidis  Lordis,  ffindis  and 
declaris.  That  in  relpedl  of  the  foirfaidis  perfonis  reprefenting  the  Dene 
and  Cheptour  foirfaid,   had  delayit  to  follow  furth  in   this  cais,   the  faid 
order  and  forme  aggreit  vpoun  at  Leith,  in  maner  foirfaid,  notwithftanding 
that  thay  wer  diuers  tyraes,  be  his  Maiefties  lettirs  and  vtherwyfe,  requirit 
thairto,  that  thairfore  the  richt  difpolitioun  of  the  laid  Bilbhoprik  is  diuoluit 
and  becum   in  his   Hienes   handes  ;    and  that  his  Maieftie,   in  the  fame 
refpecl,  may  mak  difpofitioun  of  the  fame  heirefter  to  quhom  his  Hienes 
thinkis  guide. 

Difcharge  of  proceding  contra  Mr  Robert  Montgomery. 

Anent  oure  Souerane  Lordis  lettirs  raiiit  at  the  inftance  of  Maifter 
Robert  Montgomery,  Minifter,  makand  mentioun,  that  quhair,  vpoun  the 
xvj  day  of  Marche  laft  bypaft,  he  obtenit  ane  difcharge  difchargeing  the 
Prefljiterie  of  Striueling,  and  all  vtheris  Prelbitereis,  &c.  of  dire6ling  of 
ony  citationes  of  excommunicatioun,  or  vtheris  innouatioun,  or  troubling 
of  him,  for  afpiring  to  the  Bifchoprick  of  Glalgow,  or  troubling  of  his 
brethrene  in  admiflioun  thairto,  as  the  adl  thairvpoun  prefentit  and  fchawin 
at   niair  lenth    beirs :    notwithftanding   quhairof  the   faid    Elderfchip   of 
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Striueling  hes  of  new  diredlit  ane   citatioun,   chargeing  the  faid   Maiiler 
Robert  to  compeir  befoir  the  Elderfchippis  of  Edinburgh,   Dalkeith,  Lin- 
lythgow  and  Striueling,  within  the  New  Kirk  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh, 
the  thrid  day  of  Aprile  inftant :     Quhilkis   Elderfchippis  intendis   maift 
obftinatlie  and  dilTobedientlie  to  proceid  to  excommunicatioun  aganis  him, 
and  will  not  faill  to  proceid  thairintill,  without  his  Hienes  and  the  Lordis 
of  Secrete   Counfale   prouide  remeid  ;   albeit  his  Maieftie  and  the  faidis 
Lordis,   be  thair  faid  act,   hes  found  thame  felffis  only  Jugeis  competent 
thairto,   as  groundit  vpoun  the  A61  maid  at   Leith,   betuix  his  Hienes  and 
the  Comraiffioners  of  the   haill   Kirk.     And  anent  the   charge  gevin  to 
Maifter  Nicholl  Dalgleifche,  as  Moderator  of  the  haill  Synodall  Aflemblie  ; 
Maifter  James  Lowfoun,   Maifler  Robert  Pont,   Maifter  Andro  Symfoun, 
for  thame  felffis,   and  in  name  of  the  haill  Prelbiterie  of  Edinburgh  ;   Pa- 
trick Gillafpie,   Moderator  of  the  haill  Prelbiterie  of  Striueling,   for  him 
felf  and  the  faid  haill  Prelbiterie  ;  Patrik  Kennoquhy,   Moderator  of  the 
Prefbiterie  of  LinJythgow,  for  him  felf  and  the  haill  Prelbiterie  of  Linlyth- 
gow ;    and   Maifter   George    Ramfay,    Moderator   of  the  Prefbiterie    of 
Dalkeith,   for  him  felf  and  the  remanent  his  haill  brethrene  thairof,   To 
haue  comperit  perfonalie  befoir  the  Kingis  Maieftie  and  Lordis  of  Secrete 
Counfale,    at   ane   certane   day  bypaft,     bringand  and  produceand  with 
thame  the  faid  principall  citatioun,   togidder  with  all  vther  proces  led  and 
deducit  be  thame  in  the  faid  mater,  to  haue  bene  fene  and  conlidderit ;  and 
to  haue  hard  and  fene  the  famin  decernit,   to  haue  bene  inorderlie  diredlit 
and  procedit,   as  espres  contrar  the  faid  a6l  and  ordoure  aggreit  vpoun  at 
Leith,  and  to  be  fufpendit  fimpliciter  in  tyme  cuming,  lyke  as  at  mair  lenth 
is  contenit  in  the  faidis  lettirs.     Quhilkis  being  callit,  and  the  faid  Maifter 
Robert  Montgomery  comperand  perfonalie,  and  the  faidis  Prelbiterie  and 
Elderfchip  of  Edinburgh,   Linlithgow,   and  Dalkeith,   for  the  maift  part 
comperand  alfiia  perfonalie ;    quha,    be  the    pronunciatioun   of   Maifter 
Robert  Pont,  ane  of  thair  nowmer,  proteftit.  That  albeit  thay  be  perfonalie 
prefent,   and  thairin  hes  declarit  thair  obedience  to  his  Maieftie,   as  thay 
myndit  to  continew  his  Hienes  obedient  fubiedlis  to  thair  lyfes   end  ;    git 
thay  altogethir  difaifentit  to  accept  and  admit  his  IMaieftie  and  the  laidis 
Lordis  to  be  Judgeis  competent  in  this  caufe,   being  eccleliafticall,  as  thay 
allegeit,   quhilk  properlic  appertenit  to  the  jugement  and  iurifdiclioun  of 
the  Kirk  ;    and,   thairfore,   that  nathiiig  to  be  done  thairin  prefentlie  fuld 
onywyfe  be  preiudiciall  to  the  Word  of  God,   liberties  and  preuilegeis  of 
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the  Kirk,  nor  to  the  lawis  of  this  realnie  maid  anent  the  famin,  and  de- 
pending thairvpoun.  Quhilk  proteftatioun,  with  diuers  vtheris  the  reflbnis 
and  allegationes  of  baith  the  faidis  parteis,  being  hard  and  conliderit  be 
the  faidis  Lordis,  and  thay  ryplie  aduifit  thairwith,  the  Kingis  Maieftie, 
with  aduife  of  the  faidis  Lordis,  difchargeis  the  four  faidis  Prefbiteries  and 
Elderfchippis,  and  all  vtheris  Prelbiteries,  Elderlchippis,  and  Generall  and 
Synodall  Affembleis,  off  all  preceding  aganis  the  laid  Maifter  Robert 
Montgomery,  for  afpyring  to  the  laid  Bifchoprick  of  Glafgow,  or  troubling 
or  perfewing  of  his  brethrene  for  the  famin,  or  for  ony  promife  maid  be 
him  thairanent,  or  ony  vther  thing  depending  thairvpoun,  in  tyrae  by- 
gaine,  and  of  thair  offices  in  that  part ;  without  preiudice  alwyfe  to  the 
fame  Prefbiteries  and  Elderfchippis,  or  vthers  haueand  lauchful!  power,  to 
proceid  aganis  him  for  ony  vther  caufe  or  adlioun  twitching  his  lyflf,  doc- 
trine, maners  and  conuerfatioun,  as  accordis. 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXXII. 


The  [extraordinary]  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  conveinit  at 
Edinburgh  in  the  New  Kirk  therof,  the  27  day  of  Junij  1582  : 
Where  there  was  prefent  the  Commiffioners. 

Exhortatioun  made  be  Mr  Andro  Melvill,  [Principall  of  the  New  Col- 
ledge  of  San6l  Andrews,  and  laft  Moderator,]  quho  was  continewit  Mo- 
deratour  vnto  the  nixt  Affemblie. 


SelGo  P- 

Anent  the  lang  difcourfe  made  be  [their  brother,]  John  Durie,  of  his 
calling  before  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  Counfell,  his  anlwer,  and  haill  pro- 
celTe  vfed  againtt  him  ;  as  alfo  a  charge  to  him  this  day,  be  the  Kings  letter, 
to  remove  off  the  towne  ;  craveand  in  end  the  good  advyce  of  the  breither. 
Whither  he  fould  remove  from  his  flock  according  to  the  [Kings]  charge, 
or  remaine  according  to  his  calling,  being  alwayes  ready  to  follow  thair 
determinatiomi,  howloevir  the  brethren  thinks  expedient  to  give  it.  The 
Kirk  [prefent  thoght  meet  to]  direft  David  Fergufone  and  Mr  Thomas 
Buchannan  to  the  Kings  Majeftie,  to  vnderftand  his  meaning  therin,  and 
to  crave  [humblie]  of  his  Hienes  the  performance  of  the  promife  made  to 
certaine  of  the  brether  concerning  him  :  as  alio  to  lament  vnto  his  Hie- 
nes the  cace  of  thair  brether  of  Glafgovv,  chargit  to  Sandl  Johnftoun,  and 
to  make  fute  for  them  to  this  effefil :  alfo  ane  niiflive  [to  be  drawn]  to 
be  dire6lit  to  Johne  Duncanlbne  to  concurre  earneftly  with  them  [in  the 
faid  matter.] 
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Seffio  2^- 

I^The  conclufion  of  the  Moderator  and  his  AfTeflbrs  being  proponed  to 
the  Affemblie,  without  farther  examination,  the  letter  which  was  written 
be  them  to  that  effedl,  was  fiibfcrived  be  the  Clerk  of  the  Affemblie,  and 
they  difmiffed.    C] 

Anent  the  defyre  of  the  Comraiffioners  dire6l  from  the  Counfell  of 
Edinburgh  to  the  Affemblie,  craveing  thair  counfell  concerning  the  charge 
givin  to  the  Proveft,  Bailgies,  and  Counfell  of  Edinburgh,  for  removeing 
of  Johne  Durie  their  Minifter  :  The  Kirk  ordainit  [their  brethren,]  Mrs 
James  Lowfone,  Thomas  Smeitoun,  Andro  Hay,  Robert  Pont,  David 
Lindefay,  and  Johne  Craig,  to  concurre  with  fuch  as  the  Counfell  will 
deput,  the  morne  [at  half  hour  to  feven,  and]  to  confult,  conferre,  and 
reafon  concerning  the  matter. 

[Forfameikle  as  be  many  greeves  wherewith  the  godly  and  faithfull 
brethren  of  the  Kirk  are  wounded,  whereupon  doubtlefs  great  perells  are 
threatned  to  the  whole  Kirk  of  God  within  this  nation e,  it  is  thoght  ex- 
pedient, That  the  brethren  of  each  Elderfliip  conveen  themfelves  together, 
and  advife  diligently  upon  the  faid  greeves  betwixt  and  the  morn,  and  to 
prefent  the  fame  in  forme,  to  be  coniidered  be  the  whole  Affemblie.  C] 


Seffio  3»- 

Anent  the  informatioun  made  be  [their  brother,]  Johne  Durie,  that  cer- 
taine  brether,  dire6l  from  the  Counfell  of  the  towne,  movit,  to  him  as  ap- 
peirs,  of  good  affe6lioun,  lies  defyrit  him,  for  avoiding  of  the  danger  that 
may  fall  vpon  his  flock,  to  abfent  and  withdraw  himfelfe  a  fpace  aff  the 
towne  privilie,  deiyrand  [herein]  to  vnderftand  the  good  judgement  of  the 
Kirk  ;  protefting,  for  his  awin  opinion,  that  becaufe  his  removeall  may  be 
prejudiciall  to  the  comoun  caufe,  and  his  privie  departing  [appear]  ane 
accepting  of  the  vice  vpon  him,  quherwith  he  is  vniuillie  chargeit ;  that 
without  thair  counfell  heirin,  his  awin  deliberat  mynd  is  to  abide,  be  it 
with  the  hazard  of  his  life  :  And  farther  feeing  that  his  do6lrine,  quherof 
he  was  accufit  in  Couiilell,  in  force  and  fubftance  was  juftified  at  his  awin 
Preibyterie,  and  be  his  awin  Seffioun  of  Edinburgh,  That  the  brether  wald 

4  D 
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give  him  that  teftiraoniall,  that  he  had  travellit  faithfullie  in  his  vocatioun, 
no  fault  being  found  with  him  in  his  do6lrine,  or  impute  to  his  lyfe  ;  as 
als,  if  it  pleafe  God  that  he  be  compellit  to  remove,  that  he  may  have 
libertie  elfequher  to  preach  the  Evangell,  quher  it  fall  pleafe  God  to  give 
him  the  occafioun  of  tyme  and  place,  for  difcharge  of  his  awin  confcience 
and  calling. 

The  brether,  after  good  advyce  and  deliberatioun,  in  ans  voyce  thocht 
it  not  nieitt  that  he  fould  remove  off  the  towne  privilie,  but  abyde  the 
charge  to  be  given  be  the  Proveft  and  Baillies  to  him. 

And  as  to  his  dodlrine,  lyfe,  and  converfatioun  :  The  haill  Kirk  acknow- 
ledgit  nothing  in  him  bot  found,  true,  and  wholefome  do6lrine,  vpright 
and  honeft  in  lyfe  and  converfatioun  ;  giving  him  libertie,  in  cace  of  his 
removeing,  to  preach  the  Evangell  faithfullie,  quher  God  fall  offer  the  occa- 
lioun,  vntill  it  pleafe  him  to  reftore  him  to  the  charge  of  his  awin  flock. 

[Anent  the  greeves  appointed  of  the  brethren  this  day  to  be  prefented 
in  publick  a  certain  day,  being  conceived  in  writ ;  being  read  and  con- 
lidered,  it  was  thoght  expedient,  that  the  fame  fould  be  qualified  in  better 
forme,  colledled  and  prefented  in  better  order  be  their  brother,  Mr  Tho- 
mas Smetone,  to  be  again  conlidered  after  they  be  put  in  raimdo.  C] 

The  Kirk  gives  thair  full  power  and  comrailhoun  to  [their  loved  breth- 
ren,] Mrs  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  Adame  Johnftoun  and  David  Hoome, 
to  pafle  to  the  Dukes  Grace,  to  make  informatioun  to  him  of  the  great 
flander  [rifen  be  interteanment]  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  in  his  focietie, 
fince  [the  tyme  of]  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  pronouncit  againft 
him  ;  to  intimat  vnto  him  the  faid  fentence  with  gentle  and  difcreit  per- 
fwafiouns  ;  to  {hew  the  danger  therof,  and  quhat  be  A6ls  of  Airemblie  is 
concludit  aganis  receivers  and  mantainers  of  excommunicat  perfons  ;  de- 
fyreing  him  earneftlie  to  remove  [him]  fra  his  companie  ;  and  to  give  ad- 
monitioun  to  him  to  that  effedl,  and  in  cace  he  continue  inobedient,  that 
the  Kirk  will  proceid  againft  him  according  to  thair  adlis. 


Seffio  4='- 

Johne  Duncanfone,  [his  Graces  Minifter,]  prefentit  a  letter  from  the 
Kings  Grace  concerning  the  Laird  of  Mynto,  and  certaine  of  the  Magif- 
trates  and  citizens  of  Glafgow,  defyreand,   in  effe6l,   that  matter   [to]  be 
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liaiidlit  befor  the  Counfell,  with  credit  to  be  givin  to  the  bearer,  [as  his 
Majefties  letter  at  lenth  contains,  prefented  be  the  faid  John,  bearer  here- 
of,] qiiho  vtterit  his  crydet,  and  ihew,  That  his  Majeftie  continues,  and  iall 
conllaiitlie  continue  to  the  end,  in  the  true  profeffioun  of  the  religioun  pre- 
I'entlie  eftablifchit  within  this  realme  :  And  as  to  the  a6tioun  of  Glalgow, 
vpon  I'upplicatioun  to  be  givin  in  to  the  Counfell,  I'uch  ordour  falbe  takin 
as  the  Kirk  falbe  therwith  latiffied. 

Anent  the  funimounds  [and  citatione]  produceit  agains  the  faids  perfons 
to  heir  tryall  tane  of  the  violence  done  be  them  aganis  Mr  John  Howfone, 
and  to  heir  them  convi6l,  excommunicat,  and  caftin  furtli  of  the  focietie  of 
the  faithfull,  for  the  committing  of  the  faid  haynous  offence  and  flander  ; 
as  the  fummounds  dewlie  execut  and  indorlit  at  length  buire  :  The  faids 
perlons  all  being  callit,  and  none  compeirand  except  John  Grahame,  quho 
denyed  the  contents  therof  for  his  part :  The  faids  fummounds  being  givin 
to  probationn,  and  Mrs  Johne  Davidfone,  Johne  Hamiltoun,  Andro  Knox, 
Patrick  Walkinfchaw,  Thomas  Jack,  Richart  Wright,  Archibald  Eglin- 
toun,  and  John  Stoddart,  being  fworne,  receivit  and  admittit  witnelfes, 
the  Kirk  ordainit  them  to  be  prefent  the  morne  in  the  morning,  befor  the 
Moderatour  and  his  Affeffours,  to  depone  in  the  faid  matter. 

Seffio  5»- 

The  brethren  dire6lit  to  the  Kingis  Majeftie  [to  underftand  his  meaning] 
concerning  Johne  Durie,  and  the  brethren  of  Glafgow,  reportit  his  Graces 
wryting,  in  effe6l  bearing,  That  at  the  coming  of  the  Dukes  Grace,  quho 
had  intrefs  in  that  matter  concerning  the  faid  John,  vpon  fupplicatioun  to 
be  givin  in,  conlideratioun  fould  be  had  therof:  And  as  to  the  brether  of 
Glafgow,  the  adlioun  quhilk  the  Kirk  hes  in  hand  againil  the  Proveft  of 
Glalgow  and  his  CoUegues  being  fuperfeidit,  he  wald  difpenfe  with  the 
brether  of  Glafgow  to  ihe  faxt  day  of  July  nixt  to  come,  as  the  letter  at 
length  beares. 

Anent  the  proceffe  deduceit  againft  the  Proveft  of  Glafgow  and  his  Col- 
legues  :  The  Kirk  ordaines  thair  brethren,  Mrs  .James  Melvill,  Johne 
Porterfeild,  and  Patrick  Sharpe,  to  examine  the  remanent  witnelfes  after- 
noone,  quhilk  are  produceit  and  vnexaminat ;  and  in  the  meantyme  for 
the  proces  to  ftay  :  lyke  as  the  faids  witneflis  were  examinat  at  the  tyme 
appointed  be  the  laid  brether. 
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Seffio  6»- 

Anent  the  a6liouii  laid  aganis  the  Laird  of  Mynto,  Proveft  of  Glafgovr, 
and  his  Collegues  :  The  haill  Kirk,  after  publick  raiding  of  the  proceffe, 
and  probatioun  vied  in  the  matter,  and  dew  confideratioun  and  examina- 
tioun  therof,  being  weill  and  rypelie  advilit  therwith,  Finds  the  cryme,  as 
it  is  verified,  provin  and  tryed  befor  them,  to  deferve  to  be  punifhit  with 
excommunicatioiui ;  and,  notthelefs,  at  the  Kings  Majefties  requeift,  con- 
tinues the  pronouncing  of  any  fentence  againft  them  to  the  6  day  of  Julij 
nixt,  quhilk  is  the  day  of  the  Convention  of  the  Nobilitie  at  Perth,  quher 
hope  is  givin  of  repaire :  Glveand,  grantand,  and  committand  alfo  full 
power  and  commiffioun  to  the  Comniillioners,  dire6t  be  them  vnto  the 
Kings  Majellie  and  Counfell,  to  the  faid  Conuentioim,  in  cace  they  fould 
not  fie  remeid  then  put  to  the  matter,  betuixt  the  faid  day  and  the  24  day 
of  the  faid  moneth,  or  fooner,  at  thair  difcretioun,  to  proceid  and  give 
foorth  fentence  in  the  faid  caufe,  and  to  appoint  feverall  perfons  to  the 
executioun  therof,  as  they  will  anfuer  to  the  Kirk  ;  and  ordain es  report  to 
be  made  of  this  continuatioun  to  the  Kings  Majeflie. 

Anent  the  place  occupied  be  Johne  Durie,  ane  of  the  Minillers  of  Edin- 
burgh, [in  the  fun6lione  of  the  Miniftrie  there,]  prefentlie  removeit  afF  the 
towne  :  The  Kirk  [and  whole  brethren]  prefent  inhibites  and  difcharges 
the  Kirk  and  Prefbyterie  of  Edinburgh,  to  ele6l,  chofe,  or  admitt,  in  any 
wayis,  any  Miniller  in  his  place  of  the  Miniflrie  therof  [to  difplace  him  ;] 
difcharging  alfij  all  Minifters,  [or  that  afpires  to  the  Miniflrie,]  to  attempt 
the  ufurping  or  taking  vpon  them  of  his  charge  and  place  therof,  except 
at  the  defyre  of  the  Minillers  of  Edinburgh,  to  relieve  them,  at  all  tymes, 
quhill  the  General  Airemblie  of  the  Kirk  be  farther  advyfit :  and,  in  cace 
any  falbe  chofin  or  ele(Sl;it,  the  haill  Kirk  decernes  the  faid  eleftioun  and 
admiffioun  to  be  null  and  of  none  efl"e6l. 

[Anent  the  diredlione  given  to  certane  brethren  fent  to  the  Dukes  Grace 
yefterday  :  The  fame  brethren  reported,  that  they  had  fhewn  to  his  Grace 
and  made  intimatione  of  the  excommunicatione  of  Mr  Robert  Montgome- 
rie,  declared  what  were  the  Acts  made  be  the  AlTemblie,  and  pains  con- 
teaned  therin,  againfl  fuch  as  interteane  excommunicat  perfons  :  C]  The 
Duke  of  Lennox  anfuer  to  the  brether  that  was  fent  to  him  concerning 
the  mantaining  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomery,   was,   firfl,   a  interrogatour, 
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Whether  the  King  or  the  Kirk  were  fuperioUrs  ;  and,  therafter,  that  he 
had  command  of  the  King  to  raantaine  him,  and  of  his  Counfellors  ;  and, 
quhill  he  were  contrumandit  be  him,  he  wald  not  remove  him. 

The  kirk  having  confidderit  his  anfuer,  Ordaines  the  brethren  of  the 
Miniftrie  that  ganges  in  commilfioun  to  Perth,  as  they  fie  occafioun  ther, 
and  the  greife  not  remeidit,  twitching  his  mantaining  of  the  faid  Mr  Robert, 
to  proceid  and  appoint  fpeciall  men,  that  fall  proceid  farther  againft  him 
with  the  cenfuers  of  the  Kirk,  according  to  the  a6ls  of  the  Generall  AflTem- 
blie,  to  quhom  the  Kirk  gives  thair  full  power  to  that  efFe6t. 

The  Generall  AfTemblie,  in  ane  voyce,  gives  thair  full  power  and  com- 
niiilioun  to  the  Right  Honorabill  [and]  thair  lovit  brother,  John  Erfkine 
of  Dune,  the  Minillers  of  the  Kings  [Majeflies]  houfe,  Mrs  Robert  Pont, 
James  Lowlbne,  Thomas  Smeitoun,  Andro  Hay,  David  Lindlay,  Andro 
Pol  wart,  Peeter  Blackburne,  Patrick  Galloway,  William  Chryllefone, 
David  Fergufone,  James  Melvill,  Thomas  Buchannan,  Joline  Brand,  Pa- 
trick Gillefpie,  Johne  Porterfeild,  Minifters  [of  Chrifts  Evangell,]  Andro 
Melvil,  [Principal  of  the  New  Colledge  of  SanCl  Andrews,]  to  repare  to- 
ward the  Kings  IVIajeftie  and  his  noble  Counfell  to  be  conveinit  at  Perth, 
the  G  day  of  Julij  [nixt,]  and  there,  with  all  reverence,  dew  obedience, 
and  fubmilfion,  prefent  vnto  his  Hienes  and  Nobilitie  the  fpeciall  greives 
of  the  Kirk,  conceivit  [and  given  in  to  them]  in  wryte,  and  in  thair  be- 
halfes,  lament,  deplore,  and  regrat  the  fame  vnto  his  Hienes  and  Counfell ; 
craveing,  in  the  name  and  feare  of  the  Eternall  God,  the  fame  and  every 
ane  of  them  to  be  repairit  and  redreft,  to  the  glorie  of  God,  and  weilfare 
of  his  Majeftie,  and  comfort  of  his  Kirk  :  And  thervpon,  if  neid  be,  with 
humilitie  to  conferre,  informe,  and  reafbn  ;  and  quhat  heirin  beis  done,  to 
report  to  the  next  Affemblie  :  firme  and  ftabill  haldand  and  for  to  hald 
quhatfoevir  thair  brether  in  the  premiffes  righteouflie  leids  to  be  done. 


Seffio  T- 

The  tenour  of  the  Greives  of  the  Kirk  above  ipecified. 

Vnto  sour  Majeftie,    [moft]  humblie  meanes  and   fchawis  gour  Graces 
faithfull  and  obedient  fubieds,   the  Minifters  of  Gods  Word   within  gour 
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Graces  realnie,  conveinit  in  the  Generall  Affemblie  haldin  at  Edinburgh, 
the  27  of  Junij,  That  quher  vpon  the  occafioun  of  diverfe  g-reat  and  evident 
dangers  appeiring  to  the  haill  Kirk  of  God,  and  profeiFours  of  his  true 
religioun  in  this  country,  finding  the  authoritie  of  the  Kirk  abrogat,  the 
cenfures  therof  contemned,  and  violence  vfit  againft  fome  of  thair  brether, 
without  punifliment  therof;  the  lyke  hes  not  bein  fein  in  this  realme,  nor 
any  vther  quher  the  trueth  of  the  Gofpell  hes  bein  preachit  and  receivit : 
And  fearing  leaft  gour  Majeftie,  for  lake  of  informatioun,  [might]  negledt 
in  tyme  to  provyde  remedie  for  the  inconveniences  licklie  to  enfew  ther- 
vpon.  We  conveinit  ourfelves  in  the  feare  of  God  and  gour  Hienes  obedi- 
ence ;  and  after  diligent  coniideratioun  of  this  prefent  eftate  of  the  Kirk, 
and  enormities  fallin  furth  in  the  fame,  with  commoun  confent  thoght  ne- 
ceffar  [be]  our  Commiflioners  to  prefent  and  open  to  gour  Grace  certaine 
of  our  cheife  and  weightie  greives,  without  haftie  redreffe  quherof  the  Kirk 
of  God  and  true  religioun  can  no  wayes  ftand  and  continue  in  this  gour 
Graces  countrey. 

Firll,  That  gour  Majeftie,  be  advyce  of  Ibme  Counfellours,  is  caulit  to 
take  vpon  gour  Grace  that  fpirituall  power  and  authoritie  quhilk  properlie 
belongs  to  Chrift  as  only  King  and  heid  of  the  Kirk  ;  the  miniftrie  and 
executioun  therof  [is  only  given]  to  fuch  as  beare  office  in  the  ecclefiaftical 
government  of  the  lame  ;  fwa  that  in  gour  Graces  perfon,  fome  men 
preafes  to  erect  a  new  Faipdome,  as  thogh  gour  Majeftie  could  not  be  full 
King  and  heid  of  this  commoun  wealth,  miles  afweill  the  fpirituall  as  tera- 
porall  iword  be  put  in  gour  Graces  hand  ;  vnlelTe  Chrift  be  bereft  of  his 
authoritie,  and  the  twa  jurifdiiliouns  confoundit,  quhilk  God  hes  divydit  ; 
quhilk  direftlie  tends  to  tlie  wrack  of  all  true  religioun,  as  [be]  the  fpeciall 
heids  following"  is  raanifeft  : 

1.  For  benefices  are  given  be  abfolute  power  to  vnworthie  perfons  in- 
trufit  in  the  office  of  the  Miniftrie,  without  the  Kirks  admiffioun,  dire6llie 
againft  the  laws  of  God,  and  a6ls  of  Parliament  ;  quherthrow  the  Kirks 
livings  comes  in  profane  mens  hands,  and  vthers  that  fells  thair  foules,  and 
maks  fchipwrack  of  confcience,  for  pleal'ure  of  men,  and  obtaining  of  fome 
worldlie  [commoditie.] 

2.  Elderfchips,  Synodalls  and  Generall  Aflemblies,  are  difcharged  be 
letters  of  horning  to  proceid  againft  manifeft  offenders,  and  vie  the  dilci- 
pline  of  the  Kirk,  and  cenfures  therof,  according  to  Gods  word. 
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3.  John  Durie,  be  a6l  of  Counfell,  is  fufpendit  fra  preaching  ;  and  for 
this  lanie  caufe  banifchit  fra  his  flocke. 

4.  Excommunicat  perfons,  in  contempt  of  God  and  of  his  Kirk,  are 
raantainit  in  chiefe  Lords  houfes  ;  naraelie,  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  au- 
thorizit  and  caufit  to  preach,  and  brocht  to  gour  Majefties  prefence,  quhilk 
is  a  fore  wound  to  the  confcience  of  them  that  loves  gour  Majeftie,  and 
knowis  gour  Graces  vpbringing,  and  a  heavie  flander  in  all  natiouns  pro- 
feffing  the  true  religioun. 

5.  Ane  adt  or  delyverance  of  Counfell  is  made  againfl  the  proceidings 
of  the  Miniftrie,  with  a  flanderous  narrative,  fufpending  fimpliciter,  and 
diffanulling  the  excoramunicatioun  juillie  and  ordourlie  pronouncit  againil 
Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  a  rebellious  and  obllinat  offender  and  troubler 
of  the  Kirk  of  God  ;  and  opin  proclamations  made  according  therto. 

6.  Contempt  of  Minifters,  and  dinging  of  many  doing  thair  office  ;  and 
fpeciallie  the  violent  drawing  of  Mr  Johne  Howlbne  out  of  the  judgement 
ieate  quher  he  was  placit  Moderatour  of  the  Prefbyterie,  his  cruell  and 
outragious  handling,  carieing  to  prifon  lyke  a  theife  be  the  Provell  and 
Bailgies  of  Glalgow,  and  thair  complices  ;  and,  after  complaint  made,  no 
ordour  takin  with  the  doers  therof,  but  contrariewayis,  mantaining  of 
them,  as  if  the  fame  had  bein  good  i'ervice. 

7.  Difplaceing  of  the  Minifter  of  Glafgow  out  of  his  rowme,  quhilk, 
without  reproach,  he  hes  occupied  thir  many  geirs  ;  and  convocatioun  of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  countrey  to  that  effect. 

8.  Violence  vfit  be  ane  of  gour  Graces  awin  guard  to  pull  him  out  of 
the  pulpitt,  the  day  of  the  Comraunioun,  in  prefence  of  the  haill  congre- 
gatioun,  in  tyme  of  fermoun,  and  no  fault  found  therwith. 

9.  The  officiar  of  the  Kirk  was  caftin  in  prifon  in  gour  Graces  prefence, 
and  ther  keipit  a  lang  tyme,  for  executioun  of  letters  diredl  againft  a  par- 
ticular flanderous  man. 

10.  Minifters,  Mailers  of  Colledgis,  and  Icholers  of  Glafgow,  in  tyme 
of  publick  faft,  were,  be  letters  of  horning,  compellit  to  leave  thair  flockes 
and  fchooles  deftitute,  and  fenfyne,  from  tyme  to  tyme,  and  place  to  place, 
have  bein  delayit  and  continued,  therby  to  confume  them  be  exorbitant 
expenfis,  and  to  wrack  the  Kirks  and  Schooles  quherof  they  beare  rule 
and  charge. 

11.  The  Scholers  of  Glalgow  were  invaidit,  and  thair  blood  cruellie 
flied  be  the  bailgies  and  commountie  gatherit  be  found  of  the  commonn  bell 
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and  ftraik  of  drum,  and  be  certaine  I'editious  men  inflamit  to  have  Haine 
them  all,  and  to  have  brunt  the  Colledge  ;  and  jet  nothing  done  nor  faid 
to  the  authors  of  that  feditioun. 

12.  Hands  fliakin  with  the  bloodie  murtherers  and  perfecuters  of  the 
peiple  of  God,  be  propynes  givin  and  receivit. 

13.  The  Dukes  Grace  oft  tymes  promifed  to  reforme  his  houl'e,  and 
nothing  done  therin. 

14.  The  lawes  made  for  manteinance  of  the  true  religioun,  and  punifch- 
ing  of  the  enemies  therof,  are  not  put  to  executioun  ;  fwa  that  all  things 
goe  loufe,  and  worfe  lyke  to  enfew. 

Many  vther  things  ther  be  that  crave  prefent  reformatioun,  quherwith, 
notwithftanding,  we  think  not  expedient  to  trouble  gour  Majellie  untill 
we  lie  quhat  ordour  be  takin  with  thir  greivous  complaints  ;  befeikand 
gour  Majellie  moll  humblie,  for  the  love  of  God,  who  hes  plantit  gour 
Grace  in  this  moll  royall  throne,  and  heirvnto  wonderfullie  defendit  and 
mantainit  gour  authoritie,  carefullie  to  looke  vpon  thir  matters  as  becomes 
the  Lievetenant  of  God,  and  a  Chrillian  King  :  and  with  advyce  of  them 
that  feare  God,  and  tenders  gour  Graces  ellate,  and  quyetnes  of  this  com- 
nioun  Weill,  fo  to  redreffe  the  premifles,  that,  firll,  Chryll  above  all  be  ac- 
knowledgit ;  his  MelTmgers,  without  feare  or  Hop,  liifFerit  to  execute  thair 
office  ;  the  courle  of  the  Gofpell  advancit,  [and]  be  the  example  of  the 
worthie  puniQiment  of  them  quho  fo  licentioullie  and  contemptuoullie  have 
wrangit  and  injurit  Minillers  and  profeCTours  of  Gods  Word,  that  vthers 
heirafter  may  be  aifrayit  to  interpryfe  the  lyke. 

The  nixt  AlFemblie  was  appointit  to  be  at  Edinburgh,  the  24  day  of 
Odlober  nixt  to  come,  except  that  necelFar  and  weghtie  caufes  interveine, 
be  advertifement  of  the  Elderfchip  of  Edinburgh  and  Minifters  of  his  Ma- 
jefties  houfe. 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXXII. 


The  Generall  Afleniblie  conveinit  at  Edinburgh  in  the  New  Kirk 
therof,  the  nynt  day  of  06lober  1582  :  Quher  were  conveinit, 
Commifiloners  for  the  King,  Mr  James  Halybiirton,  and  Colonell 
Stewart,  and  Commifiloners  of  Erles  Bothwell,  &c.,  Barrons  in 
great  number,  and  Miniflers. 


Seffio  !»• 

Exhortatioun  made  be  Mr  Andro  Melvill  :  Leitts,  Mrs  David  Lind- 
lay,  Thomas  Smeitoun,  and  David  Fergul'one.  The  faid  Mr  David 
Lindefay,  be  pluralitie  of  votis,  was  nominat  Moderatour  hac  vice. 

[For  the  better  expeditione  of  afiliones  to  be  treated  at  this  Afferablie, 
the  brethren,  at  the  defire  of  the  Moderator,  nominat  thir  brethren  follow- 
ing, to  wit,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  James  Lawfon,  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  Mr 
Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Thomas  Smeton,  David  Fergufon,  Mr  George  Hay, 
John  Duncanlbn,  William  Chriftefone,  the  Lairds  of  Lundie,  Whitting- 
hame,  and  Braid,  to  concur  and  conveen  with  the  Moderator  every  day 
at  8  hours  on  the  morning,  and  two  afternoon,  and  advife  upon  fuch  things 
as  fall  be  proponed  and  reafoned  in  this  Aifemblie,  to  the  end  thereof. 
C.  &  B.] 

4  E 
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SellJo  2»- 

The  Kirk  ordaiiiit  [their  brethren,]  the  Miniflers  of  Edenburgh,  [to 
goe  to  the  Kings  Majellie,  and,]  in  name  of  the  haill  Kirk,  to  defyre  the 
Kino-s  Grace  to  fend  fome  Commiffioners,  [authorized]  with  his  Hienes 
Conimlfiion,  to  fie  the  proceedings  ther,  and  vote  in  his  name  :  Who 
returneit  [with]  anfwer,  That  they  fould  be  latiffiet  the  morne 
[ther  in.] 

Anent  the  commiffioun  to  certaine  brether  to  prefent  vnto  the  Kings 
Majellie  and  Counlell  at  Perth,  the  greives  and  complaints  of  the  haill 
Kirk  :  The  executioun  therof  being  requyrit,  and  the  faids  greives,  with 
the  anfwers  therto,  being  red  and  conlidderit ;  with  commoun  advyce,  it 
was  thoght  the  laids  anfucrs  not  dire6llie  meiting  the  articles,  and  therfor 
the  famein,  fo  farre  as  is  not  fatiffied,  to  be  get  infiftit  in,  and  to  be  givin  in 
with  fuch  vther  articles  as  are  meit  git  to  be  craveit :  the  formeing  quher- 
of  the  brethren  comraittit  to  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Thomas  Smeiton,  Andro 
Polwart,  and  Andro  Melvill  ;  [and  to  be  prefented  again  to  the  whole 
Afiemblie  to  be  confidered,  that  thereafter,  with  common  confnltatione 
and  content,  they  may  be  foght  at  the  Kings  Majellie  and  his  Counlel. 

Anent  the  prefent  diffentione  and  unhappy  divifione  Handing  among  the 
neighbours  of  Edinburgh  :  The  AIFerablie  ordeaneth  their  brethren,  Mr 
James  Lawlbn,  and  Mr  David  Lindfay  to  goe  to  the  Kings  Majellie  the 
morne  at  8  hours,  and  humbly  implore  his  Grace  to  interpone  his  autho- 
ritie  for  reconciliatione  of  the  faids  parties,  that  perfe6l  amitie  confiding 
amongft  them,  God  may  be  glorified,  and  his  Hienes  uniformly  loved  and 
obeyed. 

Anent  the  confl:itutione  of  Prelbyteries  committit  to  certain  brethren, 
where  yet  there  was  none  eftablifhed  :  The  brethren  thoght  meet  to  take 
accompt  of  the  Commillioners  dilligence  in  this;    and  after  orderly  calling 

offo  many  as  were  prefent,  the  AlFemblie  took  the  order  following. 

As  concerning  Cathnes  and  Sutherland  :  It  was  anlwered  by  Mr  George 
Hay,  That  he  faw  not  where  any  Prefbyterie  could  be  weel  conllitute 
within  thefe  bounds. 

Anent  Rofs  :  He  had  written  liis  devife  to  Mr  John  Robcrtfon  ;  and 
yet  had  received  no  anfwer,  whereby  he  might  know  what  had  been  pro- 
ceeded therein  ;  as  he  had  alfo  done  in  Murrey. 
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The  Affemblie  prelent  ordeans  the  faid  Mr  George,  with  all  diligence, 
to  ellablifli  a  Prelbytrie  in  Sutherland  and  Cathnes,  where  the  fame  may 
moll  conveniently  be  eredled  ;  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  Mr  John 
Robertfone,  to  proceid  and  cftablilh  ane  Elderfliip  in  Rofle,  if  the  famine 
be  not  already  planted. 

As  to  Murrey,  Aberdeen,  and  Banff,  and  the  Prefbytries  to  be  ereSted 
there  :  The  Affemblie  gives  commiffione  to  the  faid  Mr  George,  and  Mr 
John  Keith  of  Murrey,  and  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnet,  Mr  George  Patter- 
fone,  David  Howefone,  James  Reid,  Steven  Mafone,  with  concurrence  of 
Mr  Peeter  Bleckburne,  to  conftitute  Elderlhips,  as  they  fall  find  raoft  con- 
venient within  thefe  bounds,  making  alwayes  the  place  of  Elderfliips  in 
Aberdeen,  and  not  Kintor  ;  adjoyning  to  the  liune.  Nig,  Marie  Culter, 
Banquhorie  Devynnik,  Durris  ;  and  what  herein  Ihali  be  done  to  report 
to  the  nixt  Conventione  :  imto  the  which  time,  if  the  laid  Prefbytries  be 
not  eredled,  the  Affemblie  giveth  commillione  to  the  faid  brethren  to  ule 
the  office  of  Vifitors,  as  was  accuftomed  before  the  forme  of  Elderfliips 
came  in  ufe. 

Anent  the  Prelbyteries  of  Teviottdale  :  For  as  nieikle  as  the  AU'embly 
underftands,  that  be  realbn  of  the  raritie  of  qualified  Miniflers  there,  a 
Prefbytrie  cannot  prefently  be  had  ;  and  that  alfwa  divers  unmeet  for  the 
funftione  of  the  Miniftrie,  as  yet  abide  in  office  ;  the  AfTembly  giveth  com- 
miffione to  their  brother,  John  Brand,  to  vifit  the  bounds  thereof,  till  the 
nixt  Affemblie,  and  in  the  meantime,  with  all  convenient  dilligence,  to 
fummond  before  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edinburgh  Inch  perlbns  forefaids,  as 
ffiall  be  judged  unapt  for  their  fiin6tiones,  to  give  tryall  of  their  dodlrine 
and  qualities  there ;  and,  if  they  be  found  inidoneous,  to  deprive  of  their 
offices  be  advice  of  the  faid  Prefbytrie  :  and  in  the  mean  time,  while  a 
better  order  be  tane,  the  laid  Country  to  refort  to  the  Synodall  Alfemblie 
of  Lothiane.   C] 


Sellio  S"- 

In  prefence  of  the  haill  Alfemblie,  compeirit  Mr  James  Haliburtoun  and 
Collonell  William  Stewart,  and  prefentit  the  Kings  Majeflies  commiffioun 
in  wryte  ;  the  tenour  quherof  foUowes  : 

We,  be  the  tenour  heirof,  with  the  advyce  of  the  Lords  of  our  Secreit 
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Counfell,  gives  and  grants  authoritie,  full  power  and  commiffioun,  to  our 
right  truftie  and  well  belovit  Mr  James  Haliburtoun,  Proveft  of  Dundie, 
and  Colonell  William  Stewart,  coniundllie  and  feverallie,  for  vs  and  in  our 
name,  to  paffe  to  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  our  realme,  and 
ther  to  heir  and  conlidder  the  matters  proponed,  tending  to  the  advance- 
ment of  Gods  glorie,  and  his  true  religion,  corre6lioun  of  maners,  and 
mantaining  of  the  ecclefiafticall  matters  in  decent  and  coralie  ordour, 
as  the  Word  of  God  requyres  and  allowes,  and  to  report  the  matters  pro- 
ponit  and  intreattit  to  vs  for  our  allowance  and  ratificatioun  of  the  (iime, 
as  appertaines  ;  and  generallie  all  and  fundrie  vther  things  to  doe,  that 
to  the  furtherance  of  all  godlie  and  good  matters  is  neceffarlie  requyrit  : 
firme  and  llabill  &c.  Subfcryvit  with  our  hand  at  Halierudehous  x  day  of 
October  1582,  and  of  our  reigne  the  16  geir. 


Seffio  4='- 

[Anent  the  difficultie  moved  twiching  the  Prelby tries  of  Merce,  Teviot- 
daile  and  Tweddale  :  The  Airemblie  thinketh  meet,  that  .ill  three  be 
joyned  to  the  Synodall  Affemblie  of  Lothiane  :  C]  The  places  [alwife,] 
quher  the  Synodall  AlFemblie  fall  conveine,  falbe  changeable  from  tyme 
to  tyme,  as  the  brether  therof  fall  find  meiteft  ;  [as  alfo  that  the  fame  rule 
be  obferved  in  the  reft  of  the  Synodall  AlFemblies,]  that  no  ambition  grow 
be  continuing  the  fame  in  ane  place. 


•    Seilio  5^- 

[Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  J.Jinifter  at  Perth,  reported,  that  the  Lady  Athol 
was  excommunicat,  notwithilanding  of  her  pretended  {"ubfcriptione  Ihe 
gave  to  the  Confeffion  of  her  faith,  which  was  read  openly  ;  and  howbeit 
file  had  appealed  from  their  fentence  to  the  Kings  Majeflie,  he  deiired 
their  procefs  to  be  conlidered,  and  approven,  if  the  famine  was  formallie 
and  weel  deduced  :  The  Affembly  nominats  Mr  George  Hay,  William 
Chriftelbne,  and  David  Fergulbne  :  They  confider  the  procefs,  fo  farr  as 
wes  offered  to  their  light ;  but  the  particular  citationes  were  not  fliowed 
to  them,  becaufe  it  was  alledged  the  famine  were  in  the  hands  of  Mr  Wil- 
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Ham  Glals  who  was  ablent  ;  alwife  as  fan-  as  they  had  found,  they  allowed. 
This  was  their  report  to  the  AlTemblie. 

It  was  given  in  comraiiiion  before  to  the  Elderfliip  of  Edinburgh,  to 
call  before  them  the  Laird  of  Pharnihirft,  his  ladie  and  daughter  for  going 
to  the  Mefs  in  France,  and  other  ports  beyond  lea,  and  to  fubfcrive  the 
Confeffione  of  Faith  fet  out  be  the  Kings  Majellies  proclamationes  ;  but 
this  commillione  was  not  put  in  executione  be  reafon  of  the  ablence  of  the 
faids  perfons  out  of  their  bounds  :  The  AlTemblie  therefore  giveth  full 
power  and  commilTione  to  the  Elderfliip  of  Haddintoune,  with  the  con- 
currance  of  William  Sanderfon,  Alexander  Hume,  Mr  Adam  Johnltone, 
Mr  George  Raml'ey,  Mr  David  Lindfey,  and  one  of  the  Minillers  of  Eden- 
burgh,  to  call  and  conveen  the  laid  perfons  before  them  with  diligence, 
within  the  toune  of  Haddintone,  and  to  take  diligent  inquilltione  of  their 
defe6lione  ;  and  in  cafe  the  famine  be  found  true,  to  take  order  therewith 
according  to  the  A6ls  of  the  AlFemblie  ;  and  likewife  to  charge  them  to 
fubfcryve  the  Articles  of  Religione,  and  if  they  repyne,  to  proceed  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  of  the  Kings  proclamatione. 

The  AlTemblie  ordeans  Alexander  Forrefler,  Minifter  of  Tranent,  to 
fummon  Adam  Bifchope  of  Orkney  to  compeir  before  the  AlTemblie  after- 
noone,  to  anfwer  to  fuch  things  as  the  AlTemblie  will  lay  to  his  charge.  C] 

Anent  Bifchops  :  Seeing  the  great  flander  and  offence  arifeing  to  the 
Kirk  be  thair  impunitie  and  overlight,  being  altogether  out  of  rule,  the 
Kirk  hes  thoght  it  expedient,  that  [their  brethren,  to  witt,]  the  Kings  Ma- 
jeflies  CommilTioners,  piy  Lord  Boyd,  the  Laird  of  Capringtoun,  with  the 
AiTeflburs  of  the  Moderafour,  conveine  [afternoon  in]  Mr  James  Lowfons 
gallerie,  and  advife  folidlie  vpon  fome  fubftantious  ordour,  [to  be  taken 
with  them,  to  be  propofed  to  the  whole  AlTemblie,  that  the  famine  being 
found  equitable  may  be  ellablilhed  be  common  confent  of  the  brethren. 


Seffio  6'''- 

Anent  the  fummoning  of  the  Bifliop  of  Orkney  conforme  to  the  com- 
mand given  before  noon  :  The  faid  Bilhop  being  prelent  and  required  to 
take  his  particular  flock,  and  to  doe  his  deutie  in  his  vocatione  of  the  Mi- 
niflrie,  wherefrae  this  while  bygone  he  hath  ceafed,  gave  his  anfwer.  That 
for  the  inabilitie  of  his  perfon  be  great  and  continual  ficknes,  whereunto  he 
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hath  been  fubjedl,  and  is  yet  as  he  was,  nor  is  not  able  to  difcharge  that 
weighty  fundlione,  howbeit  he  bears,  as  God  knows,  good  will  in  all  things 
he  may  to  profit  the  Kirk,  and  alfwa,  fo  long  as  he  had  abilitie,  he  gave 
proof:  The  AfTemblie  appointed  him  to  confer  with  Mr  Andrew  Melvil 
and  Mr  Thomas  Smetone  hereanent  while  the  morn  ;  and  they  to  give 
diredl  anfwer  to  the  whole  Affemblie  concerning  the  premifes. 

Ordeans  the  perfon  llilpedl  of  the  penning  of  the  ilanderous  Proclama- 
tione  made  againfl,  the  whole  Miniftrie,  to  be  fummoned  to  compear  before 
the  whole  Affemblie  to  anfwer  therefore. 

Anent  the  Citatione  directed  be  the  Moderator  of  the  laft  Affemblie 
againfl  Archibald  Hegget  and  his  Collegucs,  to  anfwer  for  haunting  the 
company  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  after  excomraunicatione  of  him,  and 
due  intimatione  made  to  him  thereof;  and  for  other  enormities  committed 
be  them  againft  the  Kirk  and  Miniftrie  thereof;  and  to  hear  them  decern- 
ed to  underly  fuch  cenfures  as  their  proud  contempt  and  obftinacie  de- 
ferves,  as  the  faid  Citatione  bears  :  who  being  called,  and  James  Montgo- 
merie being  prefent,  who  acknowledged  his  offenfe  in  Ipeaking  with  the 
laid  Mr  Robert  diverfe  times  iince  his  excommunicatione,  being  moved,  as 
he  alledged,  be  reafon  of  blood  and  confanguinitie  :  C]  The  Affembly 
[[prefent  hath  ordained  and]  ordaines  James  Montgomerie  to  make  publick 
fatiffaftioun  and  repentance  in  the  paroch  kirk  of  Glafgow,  [in  prefence 
of  the  Minifter  and  Congregatione  thereof,]  for  fpeaking  with  Mr  Robert 
Montgomerie  after  his  excoramunicatioune  duelie  intimat,  in  refpe6l  of  his 
confeifioun  ;  and  to  acknowledge  his  offence  thgr,  promifing,  in  time 
comeing,  to  abftaine  from  the  lyke,  vnder  the  paine  of  the  cenfures  of  the 
Kirk :  and  the  fame  order  to  be  keipit  with  all  vther  perfons  falling  in  the 
fame  offence. 

[Gawn  Grahame,  another  of  the  faids  perfons,  being  lumnioned,  com- 
peiring,  and  accufed,  granted  he  fpake  with  the  faid  Mr  Robert  after  his 
excommunicatione,  be  reafon  he  was  his  Chamberlane,  but  little  good  fpake 
he  to  him  :  As  to  any  violence  ufedbe  him  againft  Mr  John  Howefon,  Rro- 
tefled  before  God  he  neither  did  any,  nor  gave  counfel  thereto,  and  re- 
ferred him  to  the  Laird  of  Minto  his  declaratione  upon  Munday  ;  to  the 
which  day  the  Affembly  continued  farther  proceeding  in  his  caufe  ;  and 
ordeaned  the  reft  not  compearing,  and  conteaned  in  the  faid  fummons,  to 
be  warned  again  perfonallie  at  their   dwelling  places,   or  publidlly  at  the 
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parifli  kirk,  to  the  efFe6l  forefaid  ;  certifying  them  if  they  compeir  not,  the 
Affemblie  will  hold  their  faults  for  confefled. 


SeOio  "i^- 

Anent  the  commiflione  given  in  the  laft  Affemblie  concerning  the  Laird 
of  Minto  and  his  complices  in  Glafgow  :  The  Affemblie  hath  thought 
meet,  notwithflanding  the  writing  given  in,  in  his  name,  and  fubicrived 
with  his  own  hand,  conteaning  ane  offer  of  fubmiffion  to  the  Kirk  for  his 
offence  and  violence  granted  be  him  done  to  Mr  John  Howefone,  that 
his  perfonall  prefence  be  had,  wherethrough  the  Airemblie  may  be  farther 
moved  to  judge  of  his  repentance  ;  which  was  promifed  to  be  done  be- 
twixt and  Munday  be  Colonel  Stev/art,  who  accepted  upon  him  to  make 
the  Laird  forfeen  therof.  And  as  to  the  reft  of  the  perfons  conteaned  in 
the  fame  fummonds  :  The  brethren  have  ordeaned  them  yet  to  be  fiim- 
moned  to  hear  fentence  pronunced  againft  them,  upon  the  procefs  depend- 
ing, upon  Twifday  next  to  come,  according  to  the  tryall  and  probatione 
led  ;  and  the  executione  of  the  faid  fummonds  committed  to  Mr  Andrew 
Hay,  who  promifed  to  caufe  report  the  famine  execute.   C] 

Anent  the  informatioun  made  to  the  Afl'emblie  be  my  Lord  of  Paiflay, 
in  name  of  the  Noblemen,  interpryfcrs  of  the  late  a6lioun,  giving  the  Kirk 
to  underftand,  that  the  grounds  moving  them  to  thair  aclioun  [at  Ruthven,] 
limplie  were,  the  danger  they  perceived  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  and  religioun 
into,  the  evident  perill  of  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  his  Eftate,  and  the  con- 
fufioun  and  mifordour  of  the  commoun  weill ;  quherof  as  they  doubt  not  to 
find  good  teftimonie  in  their  awin  confcience,  fo  wold  they  the  Affemblie 
fould  fliew  thair  good  lyking  of  the  fame,  and  give  ordinance  to  ilk  Minifter, 
at  his  [pertinent]  kirk,  to  lay  out  thair  good  ground  and  adlioun  to  thair 
flockis  ;  exhorting  all  Noblemen  and  vthers  quhatfoevir,  faithfullie  to  con- 
curre  with  them  in  the  faid  good  caufe,  to  the  full  profecutioun  [and  follow- 
ing furth]  therof:  Quhilk  informatioun  beeand  well  conlidderit  be  the  Affem- 
blie, it  was  thocht  verie  meit  and  expedient,  in  particular,  to  inquyre  and  vote. 
If  the  faidis  perrills,  and  every  ane  of  them,  was  fein  and  perceivit  to  have 
bein  be  the  haill  brether,  quherof  the  informatioun  was  made  :  And  be  full 
conient  and  vote  of  the  haill  Affemblie,  declaratioun  was  made.  That  the 
haill  brethren  vnderttand  the  concurrence  of  all  the  faidis  dang-ers.     And 
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to  tlie  effect  the  Kingis  Majellies  inynd  alfo  may  be  gatherit  twiching  the 
fame,  direClioun  was  givin  to  Mrs  James  Lowfone,  David  Lindefay,  with 
the  Kings  Miniilers,  to  pafTe  to  his  Hienes  the  morne  afternoone,  to  reafoii 
and  conferre  anent  the  laids  dangers,  and  to  open  vp  the  faraein  at  lenth 
to  his  Majeftie,  and  to  report  his  anfuer  theranent. 


Seffio  8^- 

[Ordeans  the  Bifchop  of  Orkney  to  be  warned  to  compeir  before  the 
Afiemblie  this  afternoon,  to  give  his  anfwer  to  the  demand  made  be  the 
Affemblie  to  him  ;  whofe  excufe  was  reported  he  John  Brand,  That 
this  afternoon  he  was  charged  to  the  Privie  Counlel,  alwife  Ihould  com- 
pear on  Munday. 

Anent  the  commiUione  given  upon  the  30  day  of  06lober  1578,  con- 
cerning the  Bifchope  of  Dunkehl  :  The  AlTemblie  ordeans  the  fame  to  be 
put  in  executione  in  all  points,  after  the  tenour  thereof,  be  the  Prelbytrie 
of  Perth,  betwixt  and  the  nixt  Affemblie,  as  they  will  anfwer  to  the  Af- 
femblie. C] 

Anent  the  conference  of  the  brethren  direct  to  the  Kings  Majeftie : 
Keport  was  made  be  them  vnto  the  Kirk,  That  his  Hienes  had  confellthat 
ther  was  a  perrill  to  the  religioun  within  this  realme,  and  indire6l  courfes 
rune  to  the  hurt  therof,  quhervnto  his  awin  perrill  was  joynit ;  for  he  ef- 
teimed  his  flanding  to  be  joinit  with  the  ftanding  of  religioun  :  As  alfo  he 
acknowledgit  fundrie  abufes  in  the  commounvveill  before  the  late  interpryfe 
of  the  Nobilitie  ;  and  that  all  good  men  fall  concurre  of  dewtie  to  take 
away  the  danger  from  the  Kirk,  his  perfon  and  eftate,  and  to  the  reforma- 
tioun  of  the  commounweill. 

Anent  the  twa  laft  heids  left  vnrefolvit,  [proponed]  be  Noblemen  un- 
dertakand  the  late  reformatioun  :  The  haill  Kirk,  in  ane  voyce,  aggreit 
therwith,  and  ordainit  ane  fpeciail  a6l  to  be  conceivit  thervpon,  and  to  be 
put  in  forme  be  the  Clerk,  Mrs  Robert  Pont  and  Thomas  Smeitoun,  to 
be  prefentit  againe  to  the  Affemblie  afternoone,  that  they  may  vnderftand 
and  judge  therof,  if  the  i'amin  aggries  with  the  meaning  of  the  brethren. 
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Seffio  Q"- 

[The  forme  of  the  a£l  appointed  to  be  penned  before  noon,  being  diverfe 
times  read,  and  weel  weighed  and  conlidered  be  them,  the  whole  brethren 
granted  the  fame  to  be  the  very  fubflance  of  their  meaning,  and  agreed 
thereto  as  the  famine  is  penned,  whereof  the  tenour  follows  :  C] 

Anent  Bifchops  :  Seeing  the  great  flander  and  offence  rifin  to  the  haill 
Kirk  of  this  realme,  be  thair  impiinitie  and  overlight,  to  the  grief  of  good 
mens  confciences,  the  haill  Affemblie  lies  givin  and  gives  commiflioun  to 
the  particular  Prelbyteries  vnder  fpecifeit,  with  all  poflTible  [and  convenient] 
diligence,  to  lummoiind  and  call  befor  them,  every  one  of  them  as  they  be 
particularlie  divydit  in  manner  following  :  That  is  to  fay,  the  Prelbitrie 
of  Perth,  the  Bifchop  of  Murray  ;  the  Prelbitrie  of  Edenburgh,  the  Bif- 
chop  of  Aberdein  ;  the  Prelbitrie  of  Mernes,  the  Bifchop  of  Brechin  ; 
the  Prelbitrie  of  Dundie,  the  Bifchop  of  Dunkeld  ;  the  Prelbitrie  of  Glaf- 
gow,  the  Bifchop  of  San6l  Androes ;  the  Prelbitrie  of  Striveling,  the 
Bifchop  of  Dumblane  and  Yles  ;  and  to  accule  them,  and  every  ane  of 
them,  [of  the  ofFenfes  following,]  all  or  part,  as  they  are  guiltie,  viz.  of 
none  preaching  and  miniftratioun  of  the  Sacraments,  of  negligence  of 
do6lrine  or  dilcipline,  haunting  or  frequenting  the  company  of  excommuni- 
cat  perfons,  wafting  of  the  patrimonie  of  the  Kirk,  fetting  of  taks  aganis 
the  a6ls  of  the  Kirk,  giving  collatioun  of  benefices  aganis  [the  tenour  of] 
the  faids  a6lis,  and,  finallie,  for  giving  flander  any  wayes  in  lyfe  or  con- 
verfatioun  :  and  after  due  tryall,  proces,  and  convidlioun,  to  put  ordour  to 
every  ane  of  them,  according  to  the  qualitie  of  thair  offences,  and  a6lis  of 
the  Affemblie,  betuixt  and  the  [nixt]  melting  of  the  haill  Kirk,  as  they  will 
anfuer  thereto. 


Seffio  10='- 

Anent  CoUedges  and Vniverlities  within  this  realme  :  It  is  conlidderit  be 
the  haill  AfFemblie  to  be  mofl  expedient  [and  needful!]  for  the  good  and  weill 
therof,  that  certaine  good  men  of  meit  qualities  be  imployit  to  take  over- 
fight  tlierof ;  and  for  that  efl'edl  the  Kirk  hes  given  commilfioun  and  power 
to  thair  lovit  and  honourable  brether  afterwrytin,   to  concurre,  with  fuch 

4  F 
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as  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  Counfell  diredls  with  them,  in  vifitatioun  of  the 
haill  Colledges  within  this  realme,  as  thej  be  particularlie  vnder  devydit, 
betuixt  and  the  laft  day  of  November  nixt  to  come  ;  and  to  confider  how 
the  rents  and  livings  of  every  ane  of  them  are  beftowit  and  imployit  ;  how 
the  dodlrine  is  vfeit  be  the  Maifters  and  Regents,  if  the  faraein  be  corre- 
fpondent  to  the  adl  of  Parliament ;  how  ordour  and  difcipline  is  keiped 
among  the  Undents  and  fcholers  ;  and  heirin,  as  diffordour  and  defedlioun 
beis  found,  to  take  ordour  therwith  according  to  the  a6l  of  Parliament : 
That  is  to  fay,  Mrs  George  Hay,  Peeter  Blackburne,  William  Chryftefoiie, 
Andro  Mill,  the  Laird  of  Glenbervie,  to  viiite  the  Colledge  of  Aberdein  ; 
Mrs  David  Lindefay,  Robert  Pont,  NicoU  Dalgleifch,  Thomas  Buchannan, 
the  Lairds  of  Lundie  and  CoUuthie,  with  Mr  David  Ruflell,  Commiffar 
Clerk  of  San6l  Androes,  the  Vniverfitie  therof ;  Mrs  James  Lowfone, 
Johne  Duncanfone,  Walter  Balcanquell,  John  Porterfield,  the  Lairds  of 
Keir  and  Greinock,  with  Adame  Wallace,  Bailgie  of  Glalgow,  the  Colledge 
therof ;  and  quhat  heirin  beis  done  be  them,  to  report  againe  to  the  nixt 
AlFemblie. 


Seffio  IP- 

[The  fame  day  the  A61  concluded  upon  Saturday  twiching  the  prefent 
adtione  of  the  Nobilitie  being  read,  becaufe  fome  of  the  brethren  were 
not  then  prefent  as  of  before,  the  fame  was  agreed,  and  ordeaned  to  be 
regiftrate  among  the  A6ls  of  the  Aflemblie  ;  the  tenour  wherof  follows  : 

For  as  meikle  as  the  Noblemen  and  others  joyned  with  them  in  the  late 
a6lione  of  the  Reformatione,  willing  the  Aflemblie  and  the  whole  profef- 
fors  of  true  religion  to  underftand  the  ground  and  occalion  moving  them 
to  repair  towards  the  Kings  Majettie,  to  feek  redrefs  of  the  difforders  that 
were  fallen  out  in  the  common  weale,  have  made  publi6t  and  folemne 
atteftatione  to  the  whole  Affemblie,  That  the  motives  and  grounds  of  their 
good  caufe  were  and  is,  to  deliver  the  Kirk  of  God  within  this  realme,  and 
the  true  religion  profefled  within  the  tame,  from  evident  and  certane  dan- 
gers, wherein  all  men  perceived  the  fame  to  ftand  ;  as  alfo  to  preferve  and 
guard  the  innocent  perfon  of  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  his  Royal  Eftate, 
being  in  no  lefs  perril  then  the  other  ;  and  to  remove  and  purge  the  great 
corruptiones  and  confufion  entered  in  the  bodie  and  eftate  of  this  common 
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weale  ;  wherein  as  they  are  weel  perfwaded  to  have  done  good  fervice  to 
their  God,  their  bound  and  natural  duetie  to  their  Soveraigne  and  native 
common  weale,  lb  would  they,  the  brethren  in  this  Affemblie,  and  all 
that  fear  God,  fliould  judge  and  efteeme  of  their  lawfull  a6liones,  and 
declair  their  weel  lyking  and  approbatione  of  the  fame  ;  and  further 
Hiould  give  out  ane  ordinance  to  the  whole  Paftours  and  Minifters  within 
this  realme,  at  their  particular  kirks  to  declare  publi6lly  to  their  congre- 
gationes,  their  good  afiliones  and  grounds  thereof ;  exhorting  all  Noble- 
men, Barrons,  and  other  faithfull  men  whatfomever,  to  give  their  good 
concurrance  and  afliftance  to  the  fame  :  Which  petitione  and  defire,  with 
the  whole  circumflances  thereof,  being  weil  weighed  and  deeply  confider- 
ed,  and  the  faid  brethren,  in  the  fear  of  God,  with  common  and  mutual 
deliberatione,  rcfolved,  found,  and  voted  but  contradidlione,  That  not 
only  the  Kirk  of  God  within  this  realme,  and  the  true  religion  preached 
therein,  but  alfo  the  Kings  Majefties  moft  noble  perfon  and  his  kinglie 
eflate  were  and  Hood  in  extream  danger  and  hazard  ;  befids  the  manie 
grofs  abufes  that  had  invaded  the  common  weale,  before  the  faid  Noblemen 
had  entred  in  the  faid  adlione  ;  whereof  alfo  it  had  pleafed  the  Kings  Ma- 
jeflie  to  give  that  for  declaration  unto  Colonell  Stewart  his  Commiffioner, 
Mr  James  Lowfon,  Mr  David  Lindfey,  and  his  Graces  Minifters  being 
direfted  from  the  Affemblie  to  his  Majeftie  for  the  fame  effe6l ;  and  there- 
fore the  faid  brethren  cannot  but  think  that  their  Honours,  imploying 
themfelves  unto  the  averting  of  all  thir  dangers,  have  done  good  and  ac- 
ceptable fervice  to  God,  their  natural  and  bound  duetie  unto  their  Sove- 
raigne, and  fliown  their  carefull  affeclione  to  their  countrie  ;  and  that  the 
profecutione  and  following  out  of  the  faid  good  and  godlie  caufe,  all  parti- 
culars layed  afide,  is  and  fall  be  moll  acceptable  to  all  that  fear  the  Majef- 
tie of  God  aright,  tenders  the  preiervatione  of  the  Kings  Majefties  moft 
noble  perfon  and  eflate,  loves  the  profperous  and  happie  fuccefs  of  the 
troubled  natione  :  and  to  the  effedl  that  the  faid  a6lione  and  grounds 
thereof  might  be  the  more  manifeft  and  nottour  to  all  men,  it  is  thoo-ht 
expedient,  that  every  Minifter  at  his  own  particular  kirk,  publiiSlly,  at  the 
firft  occaCion,  lay  out  the  dangers  and  perrells  wherein  the  Kirk  of  God, 
and  true  religion  within  this  realme,  the  Kings  Majefties  perfon  and  eftate, 
the  whole  common  weale  flood  into,  open  up  the  grounds  and  a6lion  of 
the  faid  Noblemen ;  recommending  the  famine  to  all  of  whatfomever 
eftate,   with  exhortatione  to  them,   as  they  love  and  tender  the  glorie  of 
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God,  the  profperous  eftate  of  their  Soveraigne,  and  the  happy  (landing  of 
the  common  weale,  faithfully  to  concurr  and  joyne  with  the  faid  Noble- 
men, and  others  forefaids,  following  out  the  faid  grounds  to  the  full  deli- 
verance of  the  Kirk,  the  Kings  perfon  and  eftate,  and  reformatione  of  the 
common  weale  :  and  if  any  man  be  found,  either  be  word  raaliciouflie,  or 
violently  be  way  of  deid,  to  oppone  him  unto  the  faid  good  caufe,  that  he 
be  called  in  the  particular  Elderfliips,  and  order  put  unto  him  be  the  cen- 
fures  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  in  cafe  of  obftinacie  and  willfully  continuing  there- 
in, to  be  delated  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  his  Counfell,  to  be  puniflied 
for  his  offence  civilie.   C] 

Ordaines  the  Kings  Majefties  Advocate  to  be  ilimmoned  [to  compear] 
befor  the  Affemblie  immediatly  ;  and  to  that  effedl  the  officiar  of  the  Kirk 
beand  diredl  from  the  Affemblie,  anfuer  was  returned,  He  was  in  Herd- 
manftoun  ;  and  heirfor  was  ordained  to  be  fummouned  be  ane  citatioun  to 
Wednifday,  to  anfuer  fimple.  If  he  was  the  former  or  dyter  of  the  llander- 
ous  Proclamatioun  fett  out  againft  the  Miniftrie,  and  for  opponing  him  to 
the  lauchfuU  proceiding  of  the  Kirk  ;  certifieing  him,  if  he  compeir  not, 
they  will  proceid  as  appertaines. 

[Hereafter]  the  afil  concerning  the  adlioun  of  the  Nobilitie  being  red  to 
the  Commiffioners  of  Edinburgh,  after  advyfeing  therwith  apart,  they 
vottit  and  aggreeitt  therto  with  the  reft  of  the  brethren,  [as  is  before  men- 
tioned.] 


Seffio  12a- 

[Anent  the  private  conference  had  twiching  the  provifione  of  Sandl 
Andrews  of  a  Minifter,  and  likewife  of  fome  helpfull  members  for  promov- 
ing  of  the  work  of  the  New  CoUedge  :  It  was  declared  to  be  expedient, 
in  refpecft  the  brethren  in  the  faid  conference  had  brought  the  faid  matter 
in  the  miniftrie  thereof  to  fome  good  head,  upon  the  refolutione  thereof 
hope  was  of  a  good  anfwer,  that  certane  Ihould  be  dire6i  to  the  Kings 
Majeftie  and  Counfel,  to  treat  upon  fuch  things  as  the  faid  brethren  fliould 
think  meet  for  the  advancement  of  the  caufe  :  To  which  effect  the  breth- 
ren diredled  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  and  John  Duncanfone,  and  to  report  an- 
I'wer  the  morne,  as  concerning  the  help  of  the  New  Colledge.  The  doubts 
and  difficulties  proponed   be   Mr  Thomas  Buchanan,   as  weale  concerning 
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his  a6liones  in  the  lavv^,  as  if  a  Minifter  for  a  feafon  leave  the  Miniilrie  and 
execute  the  office  of  the  Do6lor,  being-  dii'cuired  as  follows,  to  wit,  that 
the  brethren  above  mentioned  fliould  be  diredil  to  the  Lords,  to  feek  per- 
formance of  their  promifes  made  for  expeditione  of  the  faid  Mr  Thomas 
his  caufe,  and  that  C]  it  is  leifum  for  a  Minifter  for  a  feafon  to  fuperfeid 
the  Miniftrie,  and  vfe  the  office  of  a  Do6lour  :  Therfor  the  AlTemblie 
hes  concludit  and  ordainit  Mr  Thomas  Buchannan  to  entir  in  the  New 
CoUedge,  and  vfe  and  exerce  the  office  of  a  Do6lour  ther  for  the  fupport 
of  the  famein  ;  his  kirk  being-  alwayes  provydit  of  a  Ilifficient  Paftour,  and 
the  faid  Mr  Thomas  fufficientlie  llitiffied  anent  the  promife  made  for  ex- 
peditioun  of  his  pleyis. 

[Anent  the  commiflione  g-iven  to  Mr  Andrew  Melvil  and  Mr  Thomas 
Smetone  to  conferr  with  the  Bifliop  of  Orkney,  and  report  his  anfwer  to 
fuch  things  as  were  given  to  them  in  charge  to  propone  :  Their  anfwer 
was,  That  as  concerning  a  particular  kirk,  his  age,  and  inabilitie  of  bodie, 
and  weaknes  off  memorie,  as  he  alledged,  fuftered  him  not  to  accept  that 
weighty  charge,  albeit  he  be  alwife  minded  to  doe  all  his  good  obfervance 
to  the  Kirk  :  And  as  to  the  proviiione  of  all  his  kirks,  nottour  it  is  how 
he  received  a  dil'membred  benefice  fcarce  with  500  mcrks  at  his  entrie  ; 
yet  concerning  the  Kirk  of  Arth,  he  llioud  make  moyan  to  help  the  fame. 
The  AlTemblie  ordeaned  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edinburgh  to  trie  his  habilitie 
to  travel  in  the  Kirk  of  God,  and  if  he  be  found  able  to  dilbharge  the 
fan6lione  of  the  Miniftrie,  to  appoint  a  particular  flock  to  him  ;  and  con- 
cerning other  complaints  to  be  given  in  againft  him,  to  take  order  therein 
according  to  the  a6ls  of  the  Kirk,  betwixt  and  the  nixt  AlTemblie.   C] 

[Compeired]  the  Erie  Bothwel,  [and]  declairit  in  pref'ence  of  the  haill 
AlTemblie,  that  as  he  profeft  the  true  religioun  preachit  in  this  realme, 
befor  his  departing  furth  of  the  lame,  fo  fen  his  departing,  continuallie  as 
get  continuit  in  the  fame  mynd  to  die  and  live  therin  be  Gods  grace, 
[willing  no  other  opinion  to  be  conceived  of  him  ;  for  the  which  declara- 
tione  all  the  brethren  being  heartily  glad  praifed  God  for  the  fame. 


Seffio  13»- 

Anent  the  a6lione  concerning  Gaun  Grahame  in  Glafgow  :     The  faid 
Gaun  being  called   as   of  before,   denyed  before  God  that  he  aither  gave 
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counfel  to  the  Laird  of  Minto  or  any  others,  to  doe  the  violence  which 
was  done  to  Mr  John  Howefone,  or  yet  be  his  prefence  affifted  the  deid  ; 
and  therefore  the  matter  being  given  to  probatione,  and  the  Laird  of 
Minto,  the  Laird  of  Hart  Gray,  and  Mr  James  Stewart  being  received 
witneffes  in  oppolitione  made  be  him  againft  them,  and  they  being  fworn, 
and  their  depofitiones  openly  taken,  the  Affemblie  continued  their  deter- 
minatione  in  the  laid  caufe  till  the  morne,  and  alfo  fuperfeded  the  caufe 
againft  the  Laird  of  Minto,  warning  him  perfonalie  unto  the  fame. 

Anent  the  prefent  variance  ftanding  within  the  bowels  of  Edenburgh  : 
The  Affemblie  ordeans  their  brethren,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Thomas 
Smetone,  Mr  John  Rutherford,  Mr  James  Balfour,  the  Lairds  of  Carnel 
and  Barr,  the  Good  man  of  Carbarrie,  Patrick  Kynmouth  of  Callenge, 
to  travel  betwixt  the  parties,  to  propone  to  ihem  the  inconveniences  fol- 
lowing their  diffenfione,  exhort  to  peace  and  conftant  unitie  ;  and  if  any 
quellione  civil  be  among  them,  conftantlie  to  compone  the  fame,  or  other- 
wife  without  grudge  that  their  contraverfies  may  be  lawfully  decyded  be 
fuch  as  have  power. 


SefTio  U^- 

Anent  the  procefs  depending  againft  Gaun  Grahame,  and  the  tryall 
taine  yefterday  :  The  Affemblie  being  refolved  with  the  depofitions  of  the 
witnefes  takin  in  the  faid  caufe.  Finds  him  guilty  of  the  counfel  given  to 
the  Laird  of  Minto,  in  the  violence  ufed  againft  Mr  Johne  Howefone  : 
As  to  the  order  and  difcipline  to  be  ufed  againft  him,  referrs  to  be  con- 
fulted  upon  in  the  privie  conference.   C] 

Anent  the  proceffe  vfed  againft  the  Laird  of  Mynto  :  In  relpe6l  of  his 
compeirance  perfonallie  [this  day]  and  gefterday,  confeffioun  of  his  offence, 
and  fubmilfioun  of  him  to  the  Kirk  j  the  Affemblie  [and  brethren  prefent] 
hes  referrit  the  difcipline  and  ordour  to  be  vfit  againft  him,  for  fatif  fieing 
of  the  faid  offence,  to  the  judgement  and  dilcretioun  of  the  Prefbyterie 
of  Glalgow  ;  and  the  fame  forme  to  be  obfervit  be  them  with  Johne  Gra- 
hame, Elder  ;  and  quhat  heirin  beis  proceidit,  vpon  the  part  of  the  Prelby- 
terie,  and  vpon  the  part  of  the  faids  perfons,  to  report  to  the  nixt  Af- 
femblie. 

[Anent  the   citatione  ufed  againft  Coline  Campbel  and  his  collegues  to 
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hear  the  lentence  of  the  AITemblie  pronunceJ  in  the  proces  depending 
againft  them  :  None  compearing  except  John  Grahame,  the  Aflemblie 
continued  their  pronuncing  in  the  matter  while  the  morne. 

Anent  the  fummonds  execute  againft  Archibald  Heget  and  certane  his 
collegues,  to  anfwer  for  haunting  companie  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie, 
being  excommunicat,  after  due  intimatione  to  them  thereof,  and  for  other 
enormities  done  be  them  againft  the  Kirk  ;  certifying  them  if  they  com- 
pear not,  their  oft'enfes  fliould  be  hoi  den  as  confeflTed,  and  the  Kirk  would 
proceed  to  ufe  fuch  cenfures  againft  them  as  their  oft'enfe  def'erves  :  Which 
citatione  being  called,  and  none  compearing,  except  the  Laird  of  Knock- 
dolian,  who  grants  the  Bifliope  to  have  eaten  and  drunken  once  or  twice 
in  his  houfe  fince  his  excommunicatione,  but  no  familiaritie  uled  be  him, 
for  which  he  would  come  in  the  Kirks  will  ;  and  fupplicationes  prefented 
for  John  Campbel  and  John  Spreul  :  The  Aflemblie  continued  this  matter 
to  farther  deliberatione  while  the  morne,  at  their  nixt  Aflemblie. 

Concerning  the  citatione  dire6ted  againft  Mr  David  Mackgil :  The 
famine  being  before  and  after  noon  cafled,  the  fame  was  continued  till  the 
morne.   C] 


Seffio  15»- 

[Anent  the  citatione  directed  againft  Archbald  Heget,  John  Grahame, 
Younger,  He6lor  Stewart,  Coline  Campbell,  John  Spreul,  Elder,  William 
Heget,  John  Mure  in  the  Briggate,  Robert  Grahame  of  Knok  Dolian,  and 
his  fpoufe,  Robert  Stewart  of  Fubar,  to  have  anfwered  for  haunting  and 
ufing  the  companie  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  after  his  excommunica- 
tione, the  famine  being  intimate  to  them,  and  for  other  enormities  done  be 
them  againft  the  Kirk,  as  the  fummons  at  length  beirs  :  Which  being 
called,  and  none  compearing,  except  the  Laird  of  Knok  Doliane,  the  Af- 
femblie  ordaines  the  laid  Archbald  Hegget,  Johne  Grahame,  gounger, 
He6tour  Stewart,  Johne  Sprewle,  Elder,  William  Hegget,  Robert  Stewart 
of  Fowbar,  for  thair  contumacious  abfenting  them  from  the  Generall  Al- 
femblie,  being  diverfe  tymes  {iimmouned  therto,  difpyling  and  contemning 
thereby  the  voice  of  the  Kirk,  to  make  thair  publick  and  Iblemne  repent- 
ance in  the  Kirk  of  Glalgow,  in  prefence  of  the  congregatioun  therof,  after 
the  forme  to  be  prei'cryvit  to  them  be  the  Prefbitrie  of  Glafgow,  to  qidiom 
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the  Kirk  coniniitts  the  executioun  heirof ;  and  alfo  to  trie  diligently,  and 
enquire  againll  them,  and  the  whole  reft  of  the  I'aids  perfons,  the  points 
and  accufationes  above  fpecified  ;  and  according  to  the  acts  and  laws  of  the 
Kirk,  to  proceed  and  put  order  thereto,  as  they  will  anfwer  to  the  Af- 
femblie.  C.  &  B.] 

Anent  the  proces  deduceit  aganis  Colein  Campbell,  Malcolme  Stewart, 
He(Slour  Stewart,  Johne  Grahame,  Elder,  Gawin  Grahame,  and  Archbald 
Hegget,  concerning  the  violence  done  to  Mr  Johne  Howefone  in  the 
judgement  feate  of  Glafgow,  &c.  :  The  faids  haill  perfons  being  cited  to 
this  Afferablie,  except  the  faid  Walter  Stewart,  to  have  heard  the  fentence 
of  the  Kirk  in  the  laid  matter,  and  nane  compeirand  except  Johne  Gra- 
hame, Elder,  with  quhom  the  Affemblie  hes  [alreadie]  takin  ordour,  and 
Gawin  Grahame  ;  The  AlTemblie  decernit  and  ordainit  the  faid  Colein 
Campbell,  Malcolme  Stewart,  He6lour  Stewart,  Archbald  Hegget,  and 
Gawin  Grahame,  for  thair  offence  forlaid,  to  be  excommunicat  publickly 
in  the  Kirk  of  Glafgow  be  Mr  David  Weymis,  Minilter  therof,  with  ad- 
vice of  the  Prefbyterie  therof,  [and  to  be  cutt  off  from  the  focietie  and 
fellowlhip  of  Chrills  people  ;  and  likewife  the  faid  Prefbytrie  to  call  before 
them  the  faid  Walter  Stewart,  who  was  not  fummoned  to  this  dyet,  and 
to  difcerne  him  likevvile  to  be  excommunicate  for  the  faid  offenfe,  and  ap- 
point a  fpecial  perfon  to  the  cxecutione  thereof;  and  to  report  their  pro- 
ceedings in  both  to  the  nixt  Affemblie. 

Anent  the  fummons  dire6l  againft  my  Lord  Advocate  continued  to  this 
day  :  His  Lordfliip  compeiring  in  Affemblie,  excufing  his  abfence,  deiired 
to  have  fhort  fpace  to  advife  with  the  tenor  of  the  Proclamatione,  and  a 
light  of  fuch  other  particulars  as  he  is  burthened  with,  .  wherein  he  lliould 
limplie  make  his  anfwer  as  God  Ihould  judge  him  :  which  granted  to  the 
morne  at  10  hours,  and  the  particulars  to  be  given  him  after  noone.  C] 


Seffjo  16»- 

[The  brethren  appointed  to  forme  the  Articles  prefented  the  famine, 
which  were  red  and  allowit  be  the  Affemblie  as  meitt  to  be  proponit ; 
whereof  the  tenor  follows  :  C.  &  B.] 

1.  Seing   the  fpirituall  jurifdi6lioun  and  governement  of  the  Kirk   is 
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grantit  be  God  the  Father,  through  our  Mediatour  Jefus  Chryft,  and  givin 
only  to  them  that  preaching,  teaching,  and  ovirfieing,  beare  office  within 
the  fame,  to  be  exercil'ed  not  be  [the]  iniunctiouns  of  men,  bot  be  the  only 
rule  of  Gods  Word ;  That  the  a6l  of  Parliament,  concerning  the  libertie 
and  jurifdidlioun  of  the  Kirk,  be  fo  plainly  declarit  and  inlargit,  that  heir- 
after  none  vther  of  quhatfoevir  degrie,  or  vnder  quhatfoevir  pretence,  have 
any  cull  our  to  afcryve  or  take  vpon  them  any  part  therof,  either  in  place- 
ing  or  difplacing  Minifters  of  Gods  Word,  in  fpirituall  livings  or  offices, 
without  the  Kirks  admiffioun  ;  or  in  flopping  the  mouthes  of  preachers, 
or  putting  them  to  filence  ;  or  takeing  vpon  them  the  judgement  in  tryall 
of  dotSrine ;  or  of  hindering.  Haying,  or  diflannulling  the  cenfures  of  the 
Kirk,  or  exeiming  any  offender  therfra. 

2.  That  the  Prefbyteries,  conlifting  of  Do6lours,  Paflours,  and  fuch  as 
are  commonly  callit  Elders,  now  according  to  Gods  Word,  and  the 
Kings  Majeflies  diredlioun,  appointit  in  diverfe  parts  of  this  realme,  for 
difbipline,  ordour  keiping,  and  judgement  keiping,  in  ecclefiafticall  aflfaires, 
be  approvit  and  eftablifchit  be  authoritie,  and  paines  prefcryvit  to  them 
that  flubbornly  oppones  themfelves. 

3.  That  the  Synodall  AfTemblies  confifting  of  diverfe  Prefljyteries,  and 
Generall  or  Nationall  conlifting  of  the  haill,  be  approvit,  [and]  be  vertue 
ofadlsof  Counfell  prefentlie,  and  Parliament  heirafter,  have  power  to 
conveine  fo  oft  as  occafTion  fall  requyre,  to  advyfe,  intreat,  conclude,  [and] 
make  ordinances  in  fuch  things  as  concerns  the  weill  of  the  Kirk,  and 
thair  charge  in  do6lrine  and  difbipline,  with  libertie  to  appoint  tymes  and 
places  for  that  effect. 

4.  That  Prefbyteries,  or  fuch  as  they  v/ill  direft  of  thair  awin  number, 
have  the  fame  power  in  defignatioun  of  manfes  and  gleibs,  and  reparation 
of  kirks,  that  the  Bifchops,  Superintendents,  or  Vifitours  had  before. 

5.  That  every  Kirk  have  thair  awin  feverall  Paftour,  to  be  f'uftainit  on 
the  teynds  of  the  parochin  quher  he  ferves  ;  and  to  that  end,  that  the 
manfes  of  kirks  annexit  to  great  benefices  or  prelacies  be  dilTolvit,  penfions 
givin  out  of  the  thrids,  and  tacks  fett  [out]  of  the  fame,  be  the  colle6lours, 
or  pofTefTours  having  thair  thrids  in  thair  awin  hands,  be  revockit. 

6.  I'hat  of  the  temporall  lands  of  every  Abbacie,  Pryorie,  Bifchoprick, 
Nunrie,  &c.,  fo  meikle  may  be  applyit  to  the  fchooles  as  may  fufficientlie 
mantaine  ane  flifficient  number  of  Mafters  and  Burfers,  according  as  the 
living  may  beare,  in  place   of  Cannons,  Monkes,  Nunnes,  or  vther  idle 

4g 
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bellies ;  the  ane  to  teach,  and  the  vther  to  pafle  thair  courfe  afweill  in 
philofophie  in  all  Vniverlities  as  in  Theologie,  according  to  the  a6l  of  Par- 
liament made  in  the  foundatioun  of  the  Colledge  of  San6l  Androes,  that 
the  Kirks  may  be  once  plantit  with  liifficient  learnit  men. 

7.  That  provilion  may  be,  how  the  commoun  affaires  of  every  Prefbitrie 
may  be  borne,  fuch  as  vifitatiouns,  Commiifioners  dire6l  be  them  for  lun- 
drie  occadons,  Scribes,  executionn  of  thair  fummonds,  decreits,  &c. :  quhilk 
to  our  judgement  fould  be  fuflainit  be  the  Bifchops  rents. 

8.  That  the  Kirk  be  reftoreit  to  the  thrids,  according  to  the  a6l  of  Par- 
liament and  contrail  made  be  the  Erie  of  Mortoun  ;  becaufe  we  have 
found  ourfelves  greivoullie  hiu't  be  giving  them  out  of  our  awin  hands. 

9.  That  the  prefentatioun  of  benefices  be  diredlit  to  Prelbitries  [of  the 
bounds]  quher  the  benefices  lyis,  that  be  them,  after  due  tryall,  the  qualified 
perfon  may  be  admitted. 

10.  That  no  prefentation  be  givin  to  any  man  with  a  blank  therwith, 
for  thair  filthie  greid,  to  gang  throw  the  countrey  making  [Ihamefull] 
merchandife,  and  feiking  quho  will  offer  molt,  or  take  leill ;  but  that  fuch 
be  cheiflie  regardit  as  be  the  Prefl)itries  or  Vniverfities  I'albe  recommendit 
to  the  Kings  Majellie  or  [other]  laick  patron. 

11.  That  [it]  be  enaclit,  that  Miniflers,  who,  throw  age  or  feiknes,  or 
vther  accidents,  becomes  vnable  to  execute  thair  office,  may  bruik  thair 
livings  dureing  thair  lyfe  ;  and  provilioun  made  how  the  Kii'k  in  the  uiean- 
tyme  wilbe  ferved. 

12.  That  fuch  Miniflers  quho  are  depofed  or  exconimunicat  in  any  tyme, 
thair  benefices,  flipends,  or  eccleiiaflicall  livings  quatlbevir  to  vaik,  and 
vther  qualified  men  provydit  therto. 

13.  That  fuch  as  are  knowin  to  be  papifis,  and  notwithflanding  thair 
oathes,  hand  wrytis,  and  outward  obedience,  are  tryed  to  have  returnit 
to  thair  vomit  and  made  apoflacie,  wayting  flill  the  tyme  and  occalioun  to 
cutt  the  throats  of  the  godlie,  may  be  punilchit  as  traitours  to  God  and  our 
Soveraigne,  be  banifchment  or  vtherwayes. 

14.  That  no  focietie,  league,  or  friendfchip  be  made  with  the  papilts  in 
France,  Italie,  Spaine,  or  vther  countreyes,  be  commoun  or  particular 
confent. 

15.  That  the  lyke  law  be  made  for  the  defence  and  prefervatioun  of 
the  Preachers  of  the  bleiTed  Evangel  agains  violence  and  oppreflioun,  as  is 
grantit  in  favours  of  the  Lords  of  Seliioun. 
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16.  That  remedie  may  be  found  how  fpirituall  livings  and  teynds  tranf- 
ferritt  in  teniporall  lordfchips,  may  be  reftorit  againe  for  the  fuftentatioun 
of  the  Miniilers,  poore,  and  fchooles. 

17-  [That]  the  Colledge  Kirks  quhilk  are  deftitute  of  Minifters  [and 
Pallors,]  be  reafon  of  the  thrids  givin  in  the  Colledge  hands,  may  be  pro- 
vydit  be  ilifficient  ftipends  out  of  the  thrids,  conforme  to  the  a6l  of  Parlia- 
ment made  theranent. 

IS.  That  buriall  in  paroch  kirks,  be  adl  be  difchargeit,  and  a  Ipeciall 
puniQiment  appointed  for  tranigreffours. 

19.  That  the  diminutioun  of  the  rentalls  be  afufficient  caule  of  redu(Stioun 
of  tackis  and  fewis,  and  that  diminutioun  be  comptit  afweill  the  iniparing 
of  iilver  rentall  de  liquido  in  liquidum,  as  converlion  of  vidluall  in  fmall 
pryces,  that  is,  vnder  fuch  realbnable  pryces  as  victualls  gives  for  the 
tyme. 

20.  That  every  beneficit  man  find  catioun,  at  his  entrie,  to  recompence 
quhat  hurt  foevir  he  dois  to  the  benefice. 

21.  That  it  be  leifum  to  no  beneficit  man,  Prelate  nor  vther,  to  fett 
any  tackis  or  fewis  heirafter  ;  and  that  they  be  bound  to  repare  quhatfoevir 
hurt  they  have  done  to  thair  livings  agains  the  lawis. 

22.  That  it  be  declarit  quhat  tacks  or  fewis  are  lawfnll  ;  and  that  two  or 
thrie  nyntein  jeirs  or  lyferent  taks,  made  aganis  all  law  and  confcience,  be 
annullit  and  declarit  of  none  efifedl. 


Certaine  Articles  pref'entit  be  the  Generall  AiFemblie,  and  moft  hum- 
blie  craveit  of  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  Counlell,  for  redreffe  of  the 
manifold  enormities  fallin  furth  to  the  wrack  of  the  Kirk  and  Com- 
moun  Weill. 

1.  That  the  flanderous  Proclamatioun  givin  foorth  at  Perth,  the  12  day 
of  Julij,  and  publilhed  in  all  townes  and  paroch  kirks,  and  to  the  perpetu- 
all  infamie  of  Gods  fervants  imprinted,  may  be  pervied  and  diligentlie 
confiderit ;  and  [to]  try  if  any  Minifler  be  culpable  of  fuch  odious  crymes 
as  therin  are  layit  to  thair  charge  ;  and  in  cace  that  they  be  found  culpa- 
ble, to  punifli  them  with  all  rigour  of  law  ;  vtherwayes,  that  the  givers  out 
of  fuch  blafphemous  reports,   and  devyfers  and  dyters   of   that  infamous 
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lybell  be  punifchit  accordinglie  ;  and  that,  be  a6l  of  Counfell  and  oppin 
proclamatioun,  the  Miniftrie  be  declarit  innocent  of  fuch  haynous  and 
wicked  cryraes. 

2.  That  the  vnacculloinit  violence  vfed  aganis  IMr  Johne  Howifone, 
drawing-  him  out  of  the  Juftice  I'eate  of  the  Prefbyterie,  dinging,  and  call- 
ing him  in  prifon,  and  aganis  Mr  David  Weymis,  Miniller  of  Glafgow,  be 
fo  punilbhit  that  nane  heirafter  be  bold  to  attempt  the  lyke. 

3.  That  Coline  Campbell,  burges  of  Glafgow,  William  Hegget,  Arch- 
bald  Hegget,  and  thair  complices,  be  punifchit  according  to  juftice  for  the 
leditioun  and  vproare  made  be  them,  being  Magiftrates  and  Counfellours, 
againft  the  Students  of  Glalgow,  and  Ihedding  thair  blood. 

4.  That  the  Proclamatioun  latelie  made  for  the  libertie  of  the  Affemblies, 
may  be  inlarged,  and  more  plainly  fett  foorth. 

5.  That  gour  Lordfliips  will  give  the  Kings  Majeftie  to  vnderftand,  how 
wickit  inftruments  they  were  Ihat  perfwadit  his  Grace  to  allow  and  take 
vpon  himfelfe  all  the  mifcheifes  and  vngodlie  proceidings,  quherat  the  Kirk, 
his  Grace  and  countrey,  were  brocht  to  fuch  miferie  and  danger. 

6.  That  all  atls  of  Counfell  made  againft  Preftjyterles  and  Affemblies, 
charging  them  to  defift  from  proceiding  in  difcipline  and  eccleliafticall  ceii- 
I'ures  againft  flanderous  perfones,  be  annullit  and  delatit  out  of  the  books  : 
[Likewife,]  that  the  a6l  made  againft  John  Durie  be  delatit. 

7.  That  his  Majeftie  and  Lords  will  wey  quhat  great  inconvenients 
and  abfurdities  falls  furth  vpon  the  a<Sl  of  Counfell  made  concerning  [the] 
abfolute  power  ;  and  for  removing  therof,  to  delate  the  lame,  nevir  to  be 
remembrit  heirafter. 

8.  That  his  grace  and  Lords  provyde  and  carefullie  foirlie,  that  [be]  the 
Avicked  practife  of  dimiftioun  [or]  aflbciation  of  authoritie,  the  Kirk,  Kings 
Majeftie,  and  countrey,  be  not  hurt ;  and  that  the  fame  be  ftayit  in  tyme. 

9.  That  the  ftipend  appointit  for  the  Minifter  of  Striveling,  and  now 
wickedlie  purchatt  be  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  to  his  gong  fonne,  be  re- 
ftored  againe  for  [fuftentatione  of]  a  qualified  man  to  teach  that  flock, 
quhilk,  be  his  vngodlie  dealing  and  apoftafie,  hes  bein  lo  long  deftitute. 

10.  That  it  will  pleafe  gour  Majeftie  and  Lords  to  have  pitie  and  com- 
panion on  that  noble  and  godly  man,  James  Hamiltoun,  Erie  of  Arrane, 
fometime  a  notable  and  comfortable  inftrument  in  reforming  the  Kirk  of 
God,  and  now  vilit  be  the  hand  of  God,  and  vnder  pretence  of  law 
bereft. 
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11.  That  Commiffioners  be  deput  in  every  part,  for  vilitatiouu  of  the 
Colledges,  betuixt  and  the  laft  of  November. 

The  General  Affemblie  gives  tliair  full  povrer  and  commilTioun  to  Mrs 
George  Hay,  Andro  Mill,  James  Balfour,  William  Chryftefone,  Patrick 
Galloway,  Andro  Melvill,  David  Fergufone,  Thomas  Buchannan,  Patrick 
Gillefpie,  James  Lowfone,  David  Lindefay,  Robert  Pont,  Andro  Hay, 
Thomas  Smeitoun,  Johne  ^oung,  Andro  Polwart,  Andro  Clayhills,  Johne 
Knox,  Patrick  Gaites,  Peter  Watfone,  with  the  Kings  Majellies  Minillers, 
to  palFe  vnto  the  Kings  Hienes,  his  noble  Counfell  and  Eftates  prefentlie 
affemblit  at  Halirudehous,  and  to  his  Hienes  Parliament,  when  the  famein 
fall  happin  to  be  haldin,  [and  with  all  humilitie,  due  reverence  and  i'ub- 
miffione,  offer  and  prefent  articles,  complaints  and  greeves  of  the  whole 
Affemblie,  defiring  his  Hienes  and  Nobilitie  to  conlider  the  famine,  and  to 
give  good  and  gracious  anfwer  therto  ;  and  to  that  effedl,  if  need  be,  to 
realon  and  conferr  as  they  fliall  be  required,  and  hereanent  with  all  care- 
fulnes  to  travel  with  his  Hienes  and  prefent  Conventione,  and  await  upon 
thair  good  anfwer,  to  be  reported  again  by  them  to  the  nixt  AU'emblie  : 
firme  and  liable,  &c.    C.  &  B.] 


Seffio  17a- 

Anent  the  matter  depending  aganis  the  Kings  Majellies  Advocat :  His 
Lordfliip  being  prefent  defyrit  the  Affemblie  to  confidder  wilelie  if  they 
allowit  the  forme  of  proceidings  againft  him,  being  ane  officer  to  his  mailer 
the  Kings  Majeftie,  callit  his  allate,  [allane,]  vpon  the  alledgit  forming  of  ane 
Proclamatioun  givin  out  in  the  Kings  Majeflies  name,  vnder  the  title  of  a 
Declaratioun,  and  concludit  be  authoritie  of  his  Counfell ;  and  as  they  fall 
find  be  their  wifdome,  he  wald  not  contemptuoullie  refufe  to  anfuer  to  every 
point  [^which  they  had]  to  lay  to  his  charge  :  With  the  quhilk  delyre  the 
brethren  being  advylit,  Fand,  that  in  refpedl  of  the  llander  caftin  be  his  per- 
fon,  he  may  and  fould  be  callit  limplie  to  give  his  declaratioun  for  re- 
moving therof ;  quherwith  he  being  content,  plainlie  and  oppinlie  taking 
the  name  of  God  to  his  witnefs,  declarit,  He  neither  inventit,  pennit,  nor 
formed  the  faid  Proclamatioun,  bot,  at  the  defyre  of  the  Dukes  Grace, 
tranllatit  the  lail  part  therof  in  Scotts,  concerning  his  declaratioun,  quhilk 
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was  in  French ;  and  furder  did  nothing-  in  the  haill  Proclamatioun.  As 
to  the  remanent  heids,  they  were  anluerit  fumniarlie,  and  the  brethren  ap- 
peirandlie  fatiffied. 


Seffio  19^- 

[Anent  the  attendance  upon  the  Piatt  in  cafe  any  need  require  the 
famine  :  The  Affemblie  ordeans  the  Commiffioners  nominate  to  prefent  the 
Articles,  to  appoint  brethren  thereto.   C] 

The  brethren  appointit  to  prefent  the  Articles  to  the  Conventioun  of 
Eilates  and  Parliament,  reportit.  That  the  Lords  craveit  the  advyce  of  the 
Kirk,  quho  fould  fitt  in  thair  names  to  vote  in  Counfell  or  Parliament, 
feeing  they  are  vpon  the  ordour  taking  of  a  Couniell,  confifting  of  thrie 
Eftates  :  For  the  better  refolutioun  heirof,  it  was  thocht  meitt  heirin  to 
vnderfland  the  plaine  meining  of  this  propoiitioun  at  Lords  felves,  and 
therfor  the  brether  to  be  conveinit  ther  at  afternoon. 


Seffio  20^- 

Anent  the  propofitioun  made  before  noone  concerning  fuch  as  fould  fitt 
and  vote  in  Counfell  and  Parliament  in  name  of  the  Kirk  :  The  matter 
being  opponit  be  the  Lords,  thair  propofitioun  was.  Whether  if  the  Kirk 
will  aggrie,  that  fome  of  the  Bifchops  be  vpon  the  Counfell  for  the  Kirk. 

Thereafter  the  Affemblie  conveining  themfelves  together,  refolvit,  That 
theycould  not  aggrie  that  any  fould  vote  in  the  name  of  the  Kirk  [there], 
hot  they  that  beares  office  in  the  Kirk,  and  are  authorizit  with  commiffioun 
of  the  Kirk,  to  vote  and  fitt  ther  ;  and  ordanit  thair  anlwer  to  be  returnit 
to  the  Lords  be  Mrs  George  Hay  and  Thomas  Buchannan  iramediatelie. 

The  nixt  Generall  AlTemblie  to  be  at  Edinburgh,  the  24  day  of  Apryle 
nixt  to  come,  except  fome  neceffar  occafion  of  fooner  melting  fall  out,  be 
advertifement  of  the  Prelbiterie  of  Edinburgh. 
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Pioclaniatione  dated  at  Perth  the  13  of  Julie. 

James,  be  the  grace  of  God,  King-  of  Scots,  to  our  lovits 

Meffengers,  our  ShirrifFs  in  that  part,  conjun6lly  and 
feverally  ipecially  conilitute,  greeting  :  Forfameikle  as  it  is  humbly 
raeaned  and  Ihown  to  us  be  our  weel  beloved,  the  Reverend  father  in  God, 
Robert  Montgomerie,  Archbifhop  of  Glafgow,  that  where  he  hath  been 
and  dayly  is  trubled  and  perlwed  be  certane  Minifters  for  acceptatione  of 
our  promotione  to  the  faid  Bifchoprick,  and  alledged  aipyring  to  the  per- 
fuing  of  the  faid  Minifters  for  non  adraiilione  of  him  thereto,  and  fome 
certane  proniife  made  be  him  thereanent,  and  other  circumftances  depend- 
ing thereupon,  heard  and  conlidered  be  us  and  the  Lords  of  oin-  Secreet 
Counfel  already ;  whereby  the  Minifters  conveened  in  the  late  Generall 
AU'emblie,  Synodall  AlTemblies,  Prelbyteries,  Elderfliips,  and  others  what- 
Ibmever  were  difcharged  of  all  uling  Citationes,  or  pronouncing  of  Sen- 
tences of  Excommunicatione,  againfl;  the  faid  Reverend  father,  or  other- 
wife  troubling  or  molefting  of  him  for  the  pretended  caufe  before  rehearfed, 
of  the  which  he  hath  never  yet  been  duely  convifil,  or  orderly  called  to  his 
anfwer  therevpon,  as  our  Decreit  in  recent  meraorie  bears  :  and  We  and 
our  Counfel  being  credibly  informed,  that  the  faid  Minifters,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  premiffes,  in  a  fl;range  and  unaccuftomed  manner  ufed  here- 
tofore, lince  the  eftablifliing  of  the  true  and  Chriftian  Religione  within  our 
realme,  have  pronounced  the  faid  lentence  of  excommunicatione  againft 
him,  not  only  to  his  heavy  ftander,  but  alfo  to  the  great  hurt  and  deroga- 
tione  of  our  authority,  and  dangerous  example  to  be  followed,  without  any 
ground  or  formall  order  of  law  received  within  our  realme,  appointing  or 
allowing  any  fuch  forme  ;  nor  the  like  ever  hath  been  put  in  practife  in  any 
realme  or  common  wealth  where  the  Gofpel  is  received  :  wherefore,  and 
to  the  ef!'e6t  that  the  laid  lentence  Ihould  not  prejudge  the  faid  Reverend 
father,  till,  be  a  laufull  and  formall  order  to  be  eftabliflied  and  allowed  be 
our  Eftates,  he  be  orderly  called  and  convi6l  of  caufe  juftly  meriting  ex- 
communicatione, it  was  thoght  expedient  be  us  and  our  faid  Counfel,  be 
our  other  letters  under  our  fubfcriptione  and  lignet  of  the  date  the  12  of 
June  laft  bypaft,  to  grant  him  licence  and  liberty  not  only  to  ftand  in  judg- 
ment to  purfue  and  defend  all  and  whatfomever  caufe  depending,  or  to  be 
perfued  be  him  or  againft  him,  before  whatfomevir  Judges   of  our  realme, 
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notwithftanding  the  fentence  of  excommunicatione  pronounced  ag-ainft  him, 
or  any  of  our  laws,  a6ls  of  Parliament,  or  ftatuts  made  anent  excommuni- 
catione, or  any  pains  conteaned  therein,  anent  the  which  we  have  difpenfed 
be  our  faid  other  letters  ;  but  alfo  the  faid  letter  to  grant,  difcerne  and 
declare,  that  the  faid  Reverend  father,  for  the  laid  prefent  excommunica- 
lione,  llKtll  incur  no  fkaith  nor  danger,  nor  the  perfons  whomlbever  ihall 
refet,  fupplie  and  intromet  with  him,  as  our  faid  other  letters  of  Difpenfa- 
tione  granted  thereupon,  at  more  length  proports  :  Notwithftanding 
whereof,  the  Elders  and  Prefbytrie  of  Stirling  have  direfiled  their  precepts, 
and  therewith  caufed  fummond  Robert  Ramfay,  Nottar,  Steven  Aikman, 
Gilbert  Chriflefone,  and  Margrat  Roye,  to  compeir  before  them,  at  the  pa- 
rioch  Kirk  of  Stirline  at  a  certane  day,  to  anfwer,  at  the  inllance  of  the 
Kirk,  for  receiving  in  their  houfes,  and  enterteaning  of  the  faid  Reverend 
father,  bearing  of  him  company,  in  eating  and  drinking  and  familiar  talk 
with  him,  being  excommunicate  as  they  aledge,  after  that  intimatione  was 
made  to  the  faids  perfons  of  the  laid  excommunicatione,  and  therefore 
to  hear  and  fee  themi'elves  decerned  to  underly  the  cenlures  of  the  faids 
Elders  and  Prefbytrie,  as  their  precept  direfted  thereupon  at  more  lenth 
proports ;  wherethrow,  not  only  the  faids  Elders  and  Prefbytrie  intends  to 
proceed  in  their  pretended  manner  againfl  the  forefaid  named  perfons,  and 
pronounce  the  faid  fentence  of  excommunicatione  againft  them,  for  the  for- 
mer caufe  conteaned  in  the  faid  precept ;  but  alio,  as  the  faid  Reverend 
father  is  certainly  informed,  the  Moderators,  Elders,  and  Prelbyteries  in 
Glafgow,  and  others  our  burrow  touns,  and  touns  of  our  realme,  where 
Elders  and  Prelbytries  are  conftitute,  that  the  Minifters,  where  he  hath  re- 
forted  fince  the  time  of  the  faid  excommunicatione,  and  where  he  fliall 
happen  to  refort  hereafter,  intend  in  like  manner  to  fummond  before  them, 
all  fuch  perfons  as  already  have  or  fliall  intercommune  with  him,  receive 
him  in  their  houfes,  or  give  him  meat  or  drink,  to  hear  the  faid  fentence 
of  excommunicatione  given  againft  them,  not  only  to  the  hurt  and  flander 
of  the  laid  Reverend  father,  and  of  the  forefaids  perfons,  but  alfo  to  the 
derogatione  of  us  and  our  authority  ;  a  dangerous  preparative,  in  cafe  good 
remeed  be  not  provided  :  Our  will  is  herefore,  and  We  charge  you  Ib'aitly 
and  commands,  that  incontinent  thir  our  letters  feen,  yee  pafs,  and,  in  our 
name  and  authority,  command  and  charge  the  Moderator  and  Elders  of  our 
burgh  of  Stirline,  Glafgow,  and  other  our  burrows  touns,  and  touns  of  our 
realme,  where  the  laid  ElderQiips  and  Prefljytries  are  conftitute,  that  they 
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defilt  and  ceafe  from  all  farder  directing  of  any  precepts,  or  citationes,  ufing- 
of  any  cenfures  of  excommunicatione,  or  any  proceeding-  therein,  againft 
the  laid  Robert  Ramfay,  Steven  Aikman,  Gilbert  Chrillefon,  and  Margaret 
Roye,  or  any  other  of  our  fiibje^ls,  for  intercommuning  with  the  faid  Re- 
verend father,  receiving  him  in  their  houfes,  or  giving  him  meat  or  drink, 
under  the  pain  of  rebellione,  and  puting  of  the  faids  to  our  horn  ;  with 
certificatione  to  them,  if  they  fail,  our  other  letters  fliall  be  diredled  lim- 
pliciter  to  denunce  the  diffobeyers,  our  rebells,  and  put  them  to  our  home 
and  efcheat,  and  bring  in  all  their  moveable  goods  to  our  ule,  for  their 
contemptione  :  But  to  the  effedl  that  none  of  our  faithful  and  obedient 
fubje6ls  pretend  ignorance  of  our  faids  letters  of  Dilpenfatione  twiching- 
this  excommunicatione  foreiaid,  againft  the  faid  Reverend  father,  or  them 
that  have  or  fall  happen  to  intercommune  with  him,  receive  him  in  their 
houfes,  give  him  meat  and  drink,  fliall  incurr  no  danger  therethrough,  in 
their  bodies,  lands,  benefices,  livings,  goods,  nor  geir.  We  command  and 
charge  you,  that  you  pafs  to  the  mercat  croces  of  our  burghs  of  Perth, 
Stirline,  Glafgow,  and  other  our  burrows,  and  places  needfull  within  our 
realnie,  and  there,  be  open  proclamatione  in  our  name  and  authority, 
make  publicatione  and  intimatione  of  the  premifes  of  our  laid  other 
letter  of  Difpenfatione  granted  be  us,  with  advice  of  our  faid  Secreet 
Counfell,  in  manner  forefaid,  as  yee  will  anfwer  to  us  thereupon  ; 
becaufe  We  and  our  Counfell  have  feen  the  letter  of  Dilpenfatione 
above  writen  ;  and  alfo,  becaufe  it  is  remitted  to  the  Conference,  how, 
in  what  manner,  and  for  what  caufes,  excommunicatione  ihould  be  given 
and  pronounced.  The  which  to  do.  We  commit  to  you  conjun6llie  and 
feverally  our  full  power  be  thir  our  letters,  delivering  them  to  you  duely 
execute,  and  indorlit  again  to  the  bearer. 

Given  under  our  Signet  at  Perth  the  13  of  Julie  1582. 

Ex  deliberatione  Dominorum  Confilij. 


4  H 
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Apud  Caftrum  de  Striueling  xxj  die  menfis  Septembris,  anno 
Domini  J"^  V  Ixxxij. 

Sederunt. 

Jacobus  Comes  de  Glencarne.  Computorum  Rotulator. 

Willielmus  Comes  Gowrye.  Clericus  Regiflri. 

Commendatarius  de  Dumfermling^.  Clericus  Jufticiarie. 

Commendatarius  de  Culros.  Prepofitus  de  Dundie. 
Commendatarius  de  Cambufkynneth. 

Declaratioun  of  the  Kingis  Majefceis  intentioun  and  meaning  anent 
his  lall  Proclamatioun  made  at  Perth. 

Forfamekle  as  it  is  humelie  menit  and  havelie  complenit  to  oure  Souer- 
ane  Lord  and  Lordis  of  Secrete  Counfale,  be  the  Miniflers  of  Godis  Word, 
That  be  his  Maieflies  Proclamatioun  daitit  at  Perth  the  twelft  day  of  Julij 
lall  bypaft,  publifched  in  diuers  partes  of  this  realme,  and  ordanit  to  be  in- 
timat  at  all  mercat  croces  and  paroche  kirkis  within  the  fame,  bearing  that 
fals  brutis  ar  g^vin  furth,  divulgat  and  publi6llie  decleamit,  vnder  cullour 
of  religioun,  and  titill  and  name  of  the  Kirk,  to  fteir  his  Hienes  gude  fub- 
ie6lis  in  thair  contempt,  and  to  negle6l  thair  dewtie  and  obedience  aucht 
to  his  Hienes,  commanding  and  chargeing  all  and  fundre  Erlis,  Lordis, 
Barones,  Miniflers,  and  all  vtheris  his  Maieflies  liegis,  to  defift  and  ceis 
fra  all  publefching,  preitching,  reporting,  or  affirming  of  fie  fals  brutes 
and  manyfell  leyis,  exhorting  thame  not  to  be  movit  to  ony  Conuentioun 
or  Affembleis,  vnder  quhatfumeuir  title  or  names,  except  his  Hienes  ad- 
mie  and  diredlioun  had  thairto ;  certifeing  thame  that  dois  in  the  contrar, 
that  they  falbe  repute,  haldein  and  pvneifl  as  makers  of  convocatioun  of 
his  Hienes  liegis,  difquietaris  of  commoun  peax,  rebellis,  and  ennemeyis 
to  his  Maieftie  his  au6loritie  and  lawes.  Be  the  wordis  of  the  quhilk 
Proclamatioun,  the  au6loritie  and  libertie  of  Godis  Word  in  fre  reproving 
of  fyn  and  iniquitie,  and  the  preuilege  grantit  to  Godis  Kirk,  and  in  all 
aiges  obferuit,  and  Ipeciallie  fen  his  Hienes  coronatioun,  in  the  convoca- 
tioun of  the  Generall,  Synodoll,  and  Particular  AiTemblies,  at  all  tymes 
convenient,   is  thocht  to  be  inhibite  and  put  vnder  iniun(5lionis  in  ane  new 
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and  ftrange  maner,  quhilk  wes  not,  nor  is  not  his  Maiefties  meaning  : 
Qubairfore  his  Maieftie  hes  declarit,  and  be  thir  prefentis  declaris,  that 
his  Hienes  trew  intentioun  and  vnfeingeit  will  neuir  wes  nor  is,  to  reuft 
or  put  ftay  or  iniun6lioun  to  the  fre  preaching  of  Godis  Word,  in  reproving 
of  fyn  and  iniquitie,  as  be  the  fame  A¥ord  occafioun  is  offerit,  nor  git  to 
ilop  the  conventionis  of  General!,  Synodoll,  or  quhatlumeuir  particular 
Affemblies  of  the  Kirk  and  Minifteris,  at  all  tymes  requifite,  according  to 
the  Word  of  God,  and  lovable  vfe  and  cuftom  obferuit  heirtofore  ;  willing 
thame  to  proceid  as  Godis  Word  diredlis,  as  be  vfe  and  cuftum  hes  bene 
reffauit,  notwithftanding  the  faid  Proclamatioun  maid,  or  ony  vther  to  be 
maid  in  the  contrar  ;  anent  the  quhilkis  his  Maieftie  difpeniis  for  euir  : 
And,  with  aduife  of  the  Lordis  of  his  Hienis  Secrete  Counfale,  ordanis 
letters  to  be  diredt  to  officiaris  of  amies,  Schireffis  in  that  part,  chargeing 
thame  to  pas  to  the  mercat  croces  of  the  heid  burrowis  of  this  realme, 
and  vtheris  places  neidfuU  j  and  thair,  be  oppin  proclamatioun,  mak  publi- 
catioun  of  the  premifles,  that  nane  pretend  ignorance  of  the  fame. 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXXIII. 


The  Generall  AflTemblie  conveinit  at  Edinburgh  in  the  NevF  Kirk, 
the  24  day  of  Apryle  1583  :  Where  there  were  prefent  the  Coui- 
miflioners,  &c. 

Exhortatioun  made  be  Johne  Brand,  in  place  of  Mr  David  Lindefay,  lafl 
Moderatour,  be  reafon  of  the  fame  Mr  David  Lindefays  departing  [in 
companie]  with  the  Kings  Majefties  Ambaffdour :  Leits,  Mrs  Thomas 
Smeitoun,  David  Fergufone,  and  Johne  Brand  :  [Be  pluralitie  of  votis,] 
the  faid  Mr  Thomas  was  ele6lit  hac  vice. 

[Mr  James  Lowfone,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  David  Lindfey,  Mr  Andrew 
Hay,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Andrew  Polwart,  Mr  Peeter  Bleckburne, 
David  Fergufon,  and  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  were  ordeaned  to  advife 
with  the  Moderator,  upon  luch  heids  as  were  to  come  in  reafoning  before 
the  Affemblie,  everie  day,  as  they  fliall  think  expedient,  before  they  enter 
to  the  Affemblie,  not  prejudging  the  libertie  of  the  brethren  in  any  thing. 
C.  &  B.] 


Seffio  I''- 

[Anent  the  departing  of  Mr  David  Lindfey,  Miniiler  at  Leith,  in  com- 
panie with  the  Kings  Amball'adour :  The  Affemblie  imderflanding  the 
fame  to  be  his  Hienes  will,  and  of  his  Counfell,  think  it  refonable  his  Ma- 
jeilies  command  be  obeyed,  praying  God  to  give  good  fuccefs  to  their  good 
proceedings  whatfomever  ;  ahvile  defires  the  faid  Mr  David,  after  their  re- 
turn, to  conveen  with  the   IModerator  and  his  Affeflbrs  before  the  Affem- 
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blie,  to  conferr  liereanent  with  them,  where  if  any  matter  or  particular  re- 
fults,  necelFary  to  be  opened  up,  that  the  whole  Affemblie  lall  be  hearers 
thereof ;  and,  for  fupplement  of  his  place  in  his  abfence,  ordeans  Mr  John 
Craige,  or  John  Duncanfon,  upon  the  Sunday,  to  occupy  his  roome  while 
his  returning.   C] 


Seffio  2^- 

The  AfTemblie  ordaines  [their  brethren,]  Mrs  Johne  Craig,  Johne  Du- 
rie,  and  Alexander  Hoome,  to  paffe  [down]  to  the  Kings  Majeftie,  and 
humblie  defyre  his  Grace  to  fend  Coramiffioners  in  his  name,  to  alFift  this 
Affemblie  in  treating  and  concluding  in  matters  [therein]  proponit ;  and 
farther  to  defyre  his  Hienes,  feeing  his  Ambaffadour  is  departing  to  Ingland, 
to  give  a  charge  to  hini  to  travel,  that  ane  vnion  and  band  may  be  made  be- 
tuixt  his  Grace,  and  her  Majeftie,  and  vther  Chrirtian  Princes  and  realmes 
profeffing  the  true  religioun,  for  defence  and  protecSlioun  of  the  Word  of 
God  and  profelFours  therof,  againft  the  perl'ecutioun  of  Papifts  and  confede- 
rats  joynit  and  vnited  togither  be  the  bloody  league  of  Trent';  and  alfo,  that 
her  Majeftie  wald  dilburdein  their  brether  of  Ingland,  of  the  yocke  of  cere- 
monies impofed  upon  them  againft  thelibertie  of  the  Word  ;  and  vpon  thir 
thrie  heids  to  report  her  anfuer  againe. 

[Anent  the  commiflione  given  in  the  laft  Affemblie,  concerning  the  con- 
ftitutione  of  Pretbytries,  where  they  were  not  yet  ere6led  :  The  faid  com- 
miffione  being  read,  and  the  particular  executione  therof  being  required, 
it  was  found,  for  fundrie  reafonable  impediments  alledged  be  Mr  George 
Hay,  that  Rols,  Cathnefs  and  Sutherland  were  not  eftabliflied  as  yett ;  for 
performance  whereof,  the  Affemblie  continued  the  comraiffion  given  of 
before,  deilring  the  faid  Mr  George,  and  his  brethren,  Commiffioners  with 
him,  to  travel  diligentlie  betwixt  and  the  nixt  AHemblie. 

As  to  Murrey  :  A  platt  Avas  made  of  the  eredlione  thereof,  which  was 
given  in  write,  and  committed  to  the  light  of  Mr  Robert  Pont,  to  be  pre- 
I'ented  again  with  his  judgment  to  the  Affemblie. 

Anent  Aberdeen  :  Becaufe  of  the  Principalis  abfence,  who  is  fhortly 
looked  for,  the  brethren  continued  the  trial  thereof  while  his  coming. 

Anent  the  ordinance  given  out  in  the  laft  Affemblie,  concerning  Bifli- 
ops,   and  their  trial,    &c. :     The  particular   Commiffioners   orderly  being 
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called  upon  the  account  of  the  executione  of  their  commifBone,  none  com- 
iDsired  for  the  Prefbytrie  of  Perth. 

As  to  the  Biliiop  of  Brechin  :  The  proceis  led  againft  him  was  produced. 

Twiching  the  Billiops  of  Aberdeen  and  Orkney  :  The  brethren  de- 
clared they  proceed  in  both,  and  fhould  produce  their  proceis  the  morne. 

Concerning  Dumblane  and  the  Ifles  :  The  procefs  deduced  againft  them 
being  exhibite,  the  light  thereof  was  committed  to  Mr  Peeter  Bleckburne 
and  Mr  Adam  Johnftone  till  the  morne. 

As  to  Saii6l  Androws :  Mr  Andrew  Melvill  declared  he  had  received 
fummons  and  writings  from  the  Prelbytrie  of  Glafgow,  to  fummon  him 
diverfe  time  ;  but  he  was  fick,  and  therefore  could  not  addere  afflidlionem 
afflifto. 

Anent  vifitatione  of  Univerfities  conforme  to  the  dire6lione  of  the  late 
Aiiemblie  :  And  firit  of  Aberdeen,  it  was  found  travels  had  been  taken 
therein,  and  ane  order  fet  doune  which  is  in  the  Principalis  hands. 

As  to  San6l  Androws  and  Glafgow  :  Excufe  was  made  be  reafon  of 
the  troubles,  and  want  of  the  Kings  Commiffioners  to  concurr.  The  Af- 
femblie  referred  the  farther  order  to  be  taken  herein  till  another  time. 


Seffio  3- 

The  brethren  diredled  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  yefternight,  reported  his 
Graces  anfwer.  Three  Commiffioners  ihould  be  diredled  in  his  name  to 
the  AiTemblie  :  As  to  the  fecond  article.  It  wes  moft  reafonable,  and  in 
hand  before  their  coming :  As  to  the  third,  He  fliould  give  in  command  to 
his  Ambaflador,  to  treat  the  famine  as  opportunitie  ferved  beft  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  caufe. 

Anent  the  travels  taken  be  Mr  Craige  in  colle6ling  and  dilpofing  the 
a6ls  of  the  Ailemblie  :  The  Aflemblie  hath  ordeaned  their  brethren,  Mr 
Robert  Pont,  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnet,  Mr  James  Lowfon,  Mr  George 
Hay,  and  John  Duncanfone,  to  confider  and  overfee  the  famine  ;  and,  to 
that  effect,  to  meet  at  afternoon,  and  appoint  fuch  hours  as  they  fall  think 
moft  commodious  to  attend  thereupon  ;  and  to  return  their  opinion  back 
to  the  Affemblie. 

Anent  the  procefs  concerning  the   Bifchope   of  Dumblane  :     The    Af- 
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femblie  continues  the  farther  proceiding-  in  that  matter,   wliile   the   morn 
that  he  be  prefent.  C] 

Anent  the  fumounds  diredl  be  the  Sjnodall  Affemblie  of  [the  well  part  of] 
Fyfe  aganis  Mr  David  Ruffell,  Bailgie  of  San6l  Androes.to  heir  ane  fentence 
definitive  pronouncit  vpon  ane  jiroceis  deduceit  befor  the  Prefbyterie  beirof, 
againfl;  him,  for  ane  flanderous  letter  publifchit  the  17  day  of  Marche  laft, 
in  prefence  of  the  congregatioun  :  The  faid  Mr  David  being  prefent,  pro- 
telling  firfl,  before  God,  he  nevir  meinit  nor  means  to  doubt  of  the  authori- 
tie  of  the  Kirk,  made  a  difcourfe  of  the  vakeing  of  the  pulpit  of  San6t  An- 
droes,  and  of  the  receipt  of  the  wryting  from  my  Lord  Marche,  quhiik  was 
put  in  forme  be  him,  and  red  in  the  kirk  ;  quherin  he  grants  that  ther 
were  thir  words,  calumnious  pretendit  maner,  &c.  ;  [yet]  being  difcreitly 
confidderit,  fould  not  be  found  ofFenfive  :  always  he  hes  appealit  from  this 
Prelbitrie  to  this  ACTemblie,  for  the  caufes  conteinit  in  his  appellatioun, 
quhiik  he  exhibite,  defyreing  the  Wifdomes  of  the  Aflemblie  that  he  might 
have  a  light  of  the  proces  layit  againll  him,  to  be  advyfit  with  his  juft  de- 
fence ;  and  that  rather  or  the  matter  come  in  opin  reafoning,  that  privat 
conference  were  had  amongfl  the  difcreiteft  therupon  :  With  the  quhiik  de- 
lyre  the  Kirk  being  advyfit,  vottit  to  the  reiding  therof  firft  opinlie  ;  lyke 
as  the  famein  being  publicklie  red  and  heard,  together  with  the  copie  of 
the  wryting  givin  out  be  faid  Synodall  Affemblie,  red  in  the  paroch  kirk, 
the  farther  confideratioun  of  the  caui'e  was  left  till  afternoone,  and  he 
warned  to  be  prefent. 


Seffio  4^- 

[At  afternoone,  the  faid]  Mr  David  Ruffell  being  inquyrit  if  he  had  the 
principall  wryting  alledgit,  red  vpon  the  faid  17  day  of  Marche,  denyit  the 
fame,  and  exhibit  ane  double  therof,  as  he  termed  it,  received  be  him,  as 
he  alledgit,  from  ane  fervant  of  the  Erie  of  Marches,  nothing  different 
from  the  original!,  quhiik  he  pennit,  and  was  red  in  the  faid  kirk,  as  he 
himfelfe  teftified. 

As  to  the  appellatioun  interponit  be  him  from  the  faid  Prelbitrie,  [and 
given  in  before  noon,]  thehaill  Affemblie,  [after  long  reafoning  in  the 
matter,]  vottit  uniformlie,  that  he  had  evil  appealit  [from  thelaidPrelbytrie,] 
with  whole  fentence  the  faid  Mr  David  declarit  he  Hood  content.     As   to 
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the  lentence  to  be  pionouncit  in  the  faid  matter,  as  alfo  aganis  William 
Leirfflonth,  ane  vther  of  the  laids  Bailgies,  the  Kirk  continuit  the  fame  to 
the  morne,  warning-  them  both  prelentlie  therto. 


Seffio  5^- 

Ordeans  [the  brelheren  following,  to  wit,]  Mrs  Alexander  Arbiithnot, 
David  Fergufone,  and  Johne  Durie,  with  the  Kings  Minifters,  to  pafle  to 
his  Grace  and  Counfell,  and  in  name  of  the  Kirk  crave  earneflly,  that  the 
French  Ambaffadour,  whofe  travells  heir  are  furpe6lit  to  tend  aganis  both 
religioun  and  commonn  weill,  may  be  difpatchit :  That  Mr  Hault,  the 
Jel'uite,  may  be  acculit  and  tryit,  and  according  to  his  offence,  if  he  be 
found  guiltie,  may  be  punifchit  :  Sicklyke,  my  Lord  Seatouns  ibnne  may 
be  fend  for,  and  acculit  of  the  wrytings  fent  to  the  Jefuites,  and  ordour 
put  to  him  therfor. 

Attour,  That  ane  brother  of  the  Laird  of  Camboes,  refufeing  to  abyde 
the  judgement  of  the  Kirk,  and  allowes  the  breaking  of  the  [Kings]  lawes 
concerning  his  religioun,  may  be  fummoned  to  a  particular  dyatt,  to  vnderly 
the  law. 

Item,  To  remember  his  Grace  concerning  the  Abbot  of  Haliewood, 
that  no  licence  be  given  to  him  to  depart  out  of  the  countrey ;  and  fick- 
lyke  to  remember  concerning  Mr  David  Chalmer. 

[The  laid  day]  Mr  David  Ruffell  fubmittit  him  abfolutely  to  the  judge- 
ment of  the  Affemblie,  concerning  the  proces  laid  againft  him,  [which  was 
yet  ordeaned  to  be  fighted  again  be  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  Mr  Alexander 
Arbuthnet,  Mr  George  Hay,  and  David  Fergufone  again  afternoon.  C] 

Anent  the  citatioun  dire6l  from  the  Synodall  of  Fyffe  aganis  Mr  David 
Ruffell,  Bailgie  of  San6l  Androes,  to  compeir  in  this  Affemblie,  to  heir 
fentence  definitive  pronouncit  vpon  ane  proces  led  and  deduceit  befor  the 
Prefbyterie  of  the  liiid  citie,  for  publifching  of  a  flanderous  letter,  vpon 
the  17  day  of  March  laft,  in  prefence  of  the  Congregatioun  of  Sancl  An- 
droes ;  as  the  a6lion  at  lenth  beares  :  The  laid  a6lioun  and  haill  proces 
being  publicklie  red,  and  at  lenth  confidderit  be  the  haill  Affemblie,  and 
the  famein,  with  the  dedufilioun  therof  in  all  points,  together  with  the  letter 
and  intimatioun  of  the  faid  Synodall  Alfemblie  publifched  in  the  paroch 
kirk  of  San6l  Androes  opinlie,  being  [lawfully,   formalie  and]  ordourlie 
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proceidit,  lykeas  the  faid  brethren  in  ane  voyce  jullifies  and  allowlsthe  pro- 
ceiding-s  therof,  and  of  the  faid  Prefbyterie  in  the  faid  caufe  ;  and  after 
good  deliberatioun  and  refolutioun  takin  vpon  the  fight  and  diligent  tryall 
of  the  faid  proces  and  probatioun  led  therin,  Hes  found,  and  finds,  that  the 
faid  Mr  David  [not  only]  hes  givin  heavie  flander,  and  offendit  aganis  the 
Prefbytrie  of  San6l  Androes,  but  farther  hes  flanderit  [fo]  heavilie  aganis 
the  haill  Kirk  of  this  realme,  as  that,  kn  the  reformatioun  of  religioun 
within  the  fame,  the  lyke  therof  hath  not  been  offerit  in  any  perfon  ;  and 
efpecially  in  the  particulars  following,  evidently  provin  and  evi6lit  per 
tettes  omni  exceptione  majores  ;  quherof  a  part  alfo  is  confell  be  himl'elfe, 
granting  he  had  done  amilFe,  and  fubmitting  him  to  the  determinatioun 
and  arbitrement  of  the  haill  brether  abfolutelie  : 

To  wit.  In  calling  the  ordinance  of  the  Preibitrie,  a  rable,  faying  it  fould 
not  paiFe  but  ane  anfuer  ;  it  fould  be  worfe  then  the  faire  of  Glafgow,  and 
that,  foure  dayes  before  the  famous  lybell  was  publifchit. 

2.  In  giving  command  with  threatening  to  publifli  the  letter,  in  face  of 
the  Kirk. 

3.  In  penning  and  fornieing  the  fiiid  blafphemous  letter. 

4.  In  denying  firft,  with  atteftatioun,  the  penning  therof,  and  therafter 
granting  the  fame. 

5.  In  opponing  him,  in  all  heids  of  the  fiiid  letter,  to  the  [ordinance  of 
the]  Prefbyterie. 

6.  In  wryting  thir  outragious  words  therin,  pretendit  Preibitrie,  vfurpit 
authoritie  of  the  faid  Prefbyterie,  without  any  good  ground  of  Gods  Word, 
or  lawes  of  the  realme  ;  that  the  faid  Prelbyterie  did  agains  their  awiu 
confciences,  and  chriftian  charitie  ;  that  fome  of  them  were  promife  break- 
ers, howbeit  the  contrair  were  verified;  in  accufatioun  of  the  letter  of  the 
Prelbyterie  of  calumnious  [objedlions  ;  and  in  contemning  not  only  the 
jurifdi6lioun  of  the  Prefbiterie,  bot  alfo  of  the  Synodall  Affemblie  :  And 
therfor  hes  decernit  and  ordanit  in  ane  voyce.  That  the  laid  Mr  David, 
vpon  Thurefday  come  eight  dayes,  immediatlie  after  returneing  from  this 
Affemblie,  fall  appeare  in  prefence  of  the  Prefbitrie  of  San6l  Androes,  and 
with  hurailiatiomi  of  heart,  and  earnelt  and  true  repentance,  confefs  and 
acknowledge  befor  them,  that  in  the  particulars  above  wrytin,  and  every 
ane  of  them,  he  hes  heavilie  offendit  his  God,  and  llanderit  the  laid  Preiby- 
trie,  and  the  haill  Kirk  of  God  within  this  realme  ;  craving  Gods  good- 
nes  to  pardon  him,  and  the  faid  brethren  to  forgive  him,   with  promife  in 

4i 
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tyme  comeing,  to  avoyde  all  fucli  flanderous  behaviour  or  dealing  :  whole 
humiliatioun  and  repentance  being  found  vnfained  and  earneil,  be  the  fight 
of  the  faid  Prefliyterie,  and  they  fatilfied  therwith,  that,  upon  Sonday  im- 
niediatlie  therafter,  he  appeare  befor  the  pulpit  in  the  paroch  kirk  of  Sanft 
Androes,  befor  noone,  after  the  fermoun,  and  immediatlie  befor  the  prayer, 
in  prefence  of  the  congregatioun,  and  ther  make  the  laid  confellioun,  ac- 
knowledging his  offences  in  particular,  and  in  nianer  as  is  above  deduceit ; 
exhorting  all  the  brethren  and  congregatioun  to  the  obedience  of  the  Kirk 
and  ordinances  therof,  that  as  they  have  bein  llanderit  be  his  fall,  fo  be  his 
ryfing  they  may  receive  confort  and  good  example  :  Wherein  if  the  faid 
Mr  David  failgies,  and  gives  not  abfolute  obedience  according  to  the  tenour 
of  this  lentence,  in  all  poynts,  that  the  faid  Prelbitrie  of  Saudi  Androes  pro- 
ceid  aganis  him  in  all  points  with  the  fentence  of  the  Kirk. 

Anent  the  ordour  and  iniuu6liouns  to  be  vfed  aganis  Gawin  Grahame 
and  his  Collegues  already  excommunicat :  The  Affemblie  prefent  hes 
ordainit,  that  they  fall  fatiffie  the  iniun6tiouns  vfit  againft  murtherers,  in- 
ceftuous  perfons,  &c.  before  they  be  abfolvit  from  the  faid  fentence,  the 
forme  quherof  is  conteinit  in  ane  a6l  made  in  December  1565,  Seffio  4  ; 
and  the  lame  being  dewlie  fatiffied,  and  earneil  repentance  being  i'ein  in 
them,  ordaines  the  said  Presbytrie  of  Glasgow  to  absolve  them  from  the 
faid  fentence. 

[As  to  the  remanent  perfons  yet  under  procefs,  who  were  guiltie 
of  the  violence  done  to  ]\Ir  John  Howefon :  The  whole  Affemblie  hath 
granted  the  forme  of  the  difcipline  to  be  uled  againft  them,  to  the 
judgment  and  good  difcretione  of  the  Prelbytrie  of  Glafgow,  with  advice 
and  counfel  of  one  of  the  brethren  of  the  Preftjytrie  of  Edinburgh, 
to  be  directed  unto  them,  together  with  James  Anderfone  and  the 
Minifter  of  Air  ;  the  forme  of  difcipline  alwife,  and  injundliones,  to  be  given 
to  the  faid  perfons  as  yett  not  excommunicate,  to  be  lels,  and  not  fo  fevere 
as  of  thefe  that  have  bidden  the  fentence  of  excommunicatione ;  and  or- 
deans  the  faid  brethren  of  Stirline,  Air  and  Edinburgh,  to  conveen  with 
the  faid  Prelbytrie,  the  laft  Wednfday  of  May  nixt  to  come,  to  the  offe6l 
forfaid. 

The  laid  day,  the  Proveft  of  Dundee  and  the  Laird  of  Colluthie  pre- 
fented  certaine  inftrucliones  given  to  them  be  the  Kings  Majeftie  and 
his  Counfel,  with  a  letter  written  in  favours  of  the  Bifchope  of  Murrey, 
which  were  red,  and  left  to  be  conlidered  while  the  morne.  C] 
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Seffio  7^' 

Anent  the  lieids  proponit  [yefterday]  be  the  Provefl  of  Dundie  and  the 
Laird  of  Culluthie,  his  Majefties  Commiffioners :  The  Kirk,  be  the  Mo- 
deratour,  gave  anlwer,  That,  for  expeditioun  of  the  firft  held,  the  Affem- 
blie  fould  appoint  thair  nixt  conventioiin  the  fooner,  that  ane  ablblute 
anluer  may  be  givin  therto.  Touching  the  fecond  :  They  have  found  be 
experience,  that  commilGouns  givin  to  brether,  with  power  to  conclude, 
have  done  great  hurt  to  the  Kirk.  As  to  novelties  :  They  fould  middle 
with  nane. 

Anent  the  lamentabill  fupplicatioun  given  in  be  the  Erie  of  Arrane, 
bearing,  That  quher,  vpon  his  diverfe  fupplicatiouns  prefentit  to  the  Generall 
Affemblies  at  Dundie  and  Edinburgh,  they  have  [diligently]  travellit  with  the 
Kings  Majeftie  and  [Lords  of]  Secreit  Counfell,  for  his  delyverance  from  his 
long  [and  lamentable]  captivitie,  and  rellitutioun  to  him  of  his  heritage,  moft 
wrangouflie  withhaldin  from  him,  be  the  wickit  and  fraudulent  meanes  of 
the  prefentpoffeffour  therof;  nottheles,  that  vngodlie  man,  abufingthe  gouth 
and  favour  of  his  Soveraine,  hes  not  fufferit  gour  fute  to  be  hard,  tryed,  and 
allowed  be  his  Majeftie,  as  he  is  fure  it  wilbe  quhenfoevir  his  Grace  is 
duelie  informit  of  his  innocencie,  and  the  miferies,  grieves,  and  wrangis 
be  him  fufleinit,  in  fpirit,  bodie,  and  worldlie  goods,  be  the  crueltie  of  his 
enemies  :  befeiking  the  Affemblie  therfor,  as  the  only  meane  in  this  world 
quhervnto  he  may  have  efperance,  to  pref'ent  his  regraits  and  dolents  to  his 
Majeftie,  that  they  will  git  continue  thair  former  fute  in  his  favour,  and 
pretermitt  not  the  prefent  opportunitie  of  his  Majefties  good  difpofitioun, 
not  able  to  be  abuled  be  the  craft  and  fubtiltie  of  that  his  vniuft  enemie 
being  prefentlie  removit  from  his  Majefties  jjrefence  ;  praying  them  alfo 
to  labour  that  his  bodie  and  living  may  be  committit  to  the  cuftodie  of  his 
verie  vndoubtit  friends,  quho  will  have  vnfaincd  care  for  the  [amendment 
and]  prefervatioun  of  the  ane  and  the  vther,  according  to  confcience, 
equitie,  and  righteous  lawis  of  all  civill  countreyes  ;  remembring  prefent- 
lie that  he  is  I'o  deftitute  of  all  vther  meanes  of  interceffioun,  faving  them 
only,  for  feare  of  his  enemies  crueltie,  that,  among  fo  many  natural  friends 
of  all  degrees,  he  can  hardly  find  ane  that  will  declare  himfelfe  the  pre- 
lenter  of  this  his  fupplicatioun  [made]  to  the  Aflemblie  ;  the  quhilk  ne- 
ceflitie  he  doubles  not  thair  Wifdomes  will  worthilie  fupplie. 
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The  Kirk  having  conlldderit  the  faid  liipplicatioun,  ordainis  thair  bre- 
ther  that  prel'entlie  are  dire6t  to  the  Kings  Majeflie,  to  fliew  his  Hienes 
this  pitiefuU  complaint,  craveing  his  gracious  and  good  anfuer  therin  :  and 
farther,  as  the  Affemblie  fall  find  opportunitie,  be  thair  Comniiilioners 
travells,  to  be  done  for  the  weill  and  confort  of  the  Nobleman. 

Mr  Robert  Pont  declairit,  that,  with  lofe  of  his  heritage  and  worldlie 
commoditie,  he  had  proponit  to  fitt  down  in  Sandl  Androes,  and  had 
ferved  on  his  awin  charges  a  whole  geir,  and  could  not  have  any  equall 
conditiouns  of  living,  no,  not  the  leaft  provifioun  that  any  had  that  paft 
befor,  and  now  altogither  his  heart  is  abftrafilit  from  them  ;  praying  the 
Kirk  not  to  lay  the  charge  vpon  him  againft  his  will. 


Selfio  S''- 

[The  faid  day,  Captane  Montgomerie  being  diredled  from  the  Kings 
Majeflie  to  the  whole  Affemblie,  required  them  in  his  Hienes  name,  feing 
his  Majeftie  is  patron  and  ere6ler  of  the  Colledge  of  Glafgow,  where- 
through he  hath  a  care  of  the  interteannient  and  Handing  of  the  fame,  that 
the  Affemblie  meddle  not  with  the  removing  of  any  of  the  members  there- 
of, and  efpecially  of  the  Principall. 

Anent  the  dire6lione  given  to  certane  brethren  to  pafs  to  the  Kings 
Majeftie  with  fome  ipeciall  heids  to  be  craved  of  his  Grace  :  The  faid 
brethren  having  returned  from  his  Majeflie,  reported,  That  concerning 
the  French  Ambafladour,  he  is  prefentlie  in  his  jurney  to  depart,  and  this 
day  takes  his  leave.  As  to  the  examining  of  Mr  Holt,  and  fummunding 
of  my  Lord  Setons  fone  :  His  Grace  fould  fee  that  he  were  fummoned, 
and  both  conferred  together,  and  tried  ;  as  alio  he  fliould  caufe  Cambois 
brethren  be  iummoned.  As  to  the  Abbot  of  Halywood  ;  He  remembered 
not  of  any  licence  paft  be  him.  Concerning  the  Erie  of  Arran  :  He  fould 
fend  and  lee  how  be  is  intreated  ;  and  if  he  were  evil  handled,  fould  re- 
meid  it.     Twiching  Mr  David  Chamber  :     Order  fould  be  put  to  him. 


Seffio  9--'- 
For  reading  and  anfwering  the   Bills  :     Appoints   Mr   James   Balfour, 
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David  Fergufone,  Mr  James  Carmichael,  Mr  Adam  Jolinlloune,  and 
John  Johnfloun  his  brother,  to  conveen  the  morne  at  G  hours  in  the 
morning,  and  fo  to  continue  while  they  be  anfwered.  C] 

Anent  the  citatioun  dire6l  aganis  William  Leirmonth,  bailgie  of  San6l 
Androes :  The  Affemblie,  in  refpe6l  of  the  laid  William  his  fimple  con- 
feffioun,  that  he  gave  command  to  Niniane  Rule,  to  reid  publicklie  the 
llanderous  letter  aganis  the  Prelbitrie  of  San6t  Androes,  in  the  paroch 
kirk  therof,  and  his  humble  fubmifiioun  to  the  whole  Kirk,  Ordaines  him, 
vpon  Sonday  come  aught  dayes,  to  compeir  before  the  congregatioun  of 
San6l  Androes,  after  lermoun  and  befor  prayer,  and  ther  confelFe  his  of- 
fence forfaid,  afliing  God  and  his  Kirk  pardon  therfor,  vnder  the  paine  of 
the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk,  to  be  execute  be  the  faid  Prelbytrie  aganis  him. 


Sefijo  lO''- 

[Anent  the  report  to  be  made  to  the  Affemblie,  be  the  brethren  ap- 
pointed to  the  fight  of  the  conftitutione  of  the  Prefbytries  of  Aberdeene, 
&c.  Anfwer  wes  given,  That  they  had  confidered  the  eftate  of  the  matter, 
and  found  three  of  the  fex  Prefbytries,  whereof  they  have  beft  knowledge, 
reafonablie  weale  conftitute  ;  the  farder  is  not  fo  weal  knawin  to  them  ; 
alwife  they  found  them  all,  be  the  advice  of  the  Synodal  Affemblie,  who 
fould  beft  know  the  eftate  of  the  countrie,  eftabliflied.  The  whole  AlFem- 
blie  approved  the  conftitutione  hereof,  while  hereafter  that  better  refolu- 
tione  be  taken,  in  cafe  a  better  partial  may  be  conlidered.  C] 

Anent  baptifme  miniflrat  be  laick  perfons,  and  fuch  as  hes  no  ordinary 
fun<Jtion  in  the  Miniftrie  of  the  Kirk  :  The  Generall  Kirk,  in  ane  voyce, 
hes  concludit  the  fame  to  be  no  baptifm  ;  and  that  thefe  that  are  in  the 
pretendit  manner  baptifed,  lould  be  baptized  according  to  Gods  Word. 

Anent  Miniflers  that  make  not  refidence  at  their  awin  Kirks  :  The 
Affemblie  ordains  the  Preftyteries  vniverfallie  within  thair  awin  bounds, 
to  take  ordour  therwith,  as  they  will  anfuer  to  the  Kirk. 

Anent  the  proces  deduceit  befor  the  Prefljyterie  aganis  Henrie  Adam- 
fone,  burges  of  Perth,  and  approvin  be  the  Synodall  Affemblie  of  the  pro- 
vince :  The  haill  Kirk  at  lenth  having  confidderit  the  proces  and  proba- 
tioun  led  in  the  matter,  being  weill  refolvit  and  advylit  therewith,  in  ane 
yoyce   declares  and  finds  the  iiiid  Henrie,   be  his  familiar  and   fufpecl  be- 
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haviour  with  Jeanie  Tliornton,  fpous  of  Oliver  Peibles,  reforting  with  her 
in  privat  and  fufpe6l  places,  drinking  and  converling  Vv'ith  her,  and  vther- 
wayes  behaving  himfelfe  not  fo  chaftlie  as  becomes  ane  honeil  maried 
peri'on,  as  be  fundrie  circumftances  in  the  laid  procefs  appears  to  have 
given  fufj)icioiin  that  he  lies  conimittit  adulterie  with  her,  and  therby  to 
have  givin  occafion  of  flander  in  his  perfon  :  Therfor  ordaines  him,  ira- 
mediatelie  after  his  returning  from  the  AiTemblie,  to  compeir  befor  the 
Prefbyterie  of  Perth,  and  ther,  with  humilitie,  vnfainedly  to  confefiTe  and 
acknowledge  that  he  hes  given  occalion  of  flander,  afliing  God  and  his 
Kirk  forgivenes  [therfor  ;]  and  therafter,  vpon  ane  Sonday  to  be  appointit 
be  the  faid  Prefbyterie,  he  fall  compeir  in  the  paroch  kirk  of  Perth,  in  tyme 
of  fermoun  befor  noone,  litt  in  the  place  of  repentance  in  his  commoun 
apparrell  quhill  the  fermoun  be  enditt,  and  inimediatelie  after  the  end 
therof,  and  befor  the  prayer.  Hand  vp  in  the  faid  place  of  repentance,  and 
confelFe  and  acknowledge  the  flander  given  be  him,  and  afli  God  and  [his] 
Kirk  pardon  therfor,  with  promife  in  tyme  coming  to  avoyde  all  flanderous 
behaviour  and  fufpitioun  of  any  fuch  cryme,  vnder  the  paine  of  the  cen- 
fures  of  the  Kirk  to  be  execute  aganis  him  be  the  faid  Prefbyterie. 


Seffio  1 1«- 

Anent  the  difficultie  movit  be  certaine  brether.  If  it  be  lawfuU  to  a  Paf- 
tour  alreadie  appointit  and  ferving  a  flock,  to  receive  admilTioun  of  a  bene- 
fice appertaining  to  another  Kirk  nor  quher  he  I'erves,  and  remove  [him] 
from  his  awin  flock  without  licence  of  the  Prefljitrie  quher  ha  ferves,  Sy- 
nodall  [Aifemblie  of  the  countrie,]  or  Generall  AiTemblie  [of  the  Kirk  :] 
The  haill  AiTemblie,  after  many  reafons  had  on  either  lyde  concerning  this 
doubt,  refolvit  and  concludit,  That  a  Pallour  provydit  and  ferving  a  flock, 
[as  faid  is  in  this  cafe,]  lawfully  may  not  remove  from  his  awin  flock  quher 
he  firll  ferves,  without  fpeciall  licence  obtainit  be  him  of  his  Prefljyterie, 
Provincial!  [Aflembly  of  the  province,]  or  Generall  AiTemblie  [of  the  whole 
Kirk],  and  inhibiteand  and  dil'chargeand  all  Prefljytries,  in  tyme  comeing,  to 
admitt  any  perTon  els  quher  ferving,  as  faid  is,  to  benefices,  without  tefli- 
monialls  and  licence  fliawin  be  them,  of  the  confent  of  the  Prefbyterie, 
Synodall,  or  Generall  [AiTemblie,  as  faid  is  :]  And  if  any  perfon  beis 
found  againll  the  tenour  heirof,  to  tranfferre  himfelfe  without  confent  for- 
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faid,  tlie  Kirk  lies  concludil  and  decernit  him  to  be  depolit  from  his  func- 
tioun  and  calling  of  the  Miniftrie  in  tyme  coming. 

[Anent  Biihops,  and  commilFions  given  in  the  laft  AlFerablie  concerning 
the  order  to  be  taken  with  them  :  In  refpedl  that  ane  overlight  is  found  in 
executione  of  the  faid  commiffione  vpon  llindrie  occaliones,  yett  leaft  that 
Eftate  fo  long  flanderous  to  the  Kirk  be  not  overpaft,  as  it  hath  been  nen-li- 
gently,  the  whole  Affemblie  hath  continued  the  commiffione  given  to  the 
brethren  of  before,  concerning  San6l  Androes,  the  Bifchope  of  the  Ifles,  and 
Dunkeld,  ordeaning  them  to  proceed  in  all  points,  according  to  the  faid  com- 
miffione, as  they  will  anfwer  to  the  Kirk  :  And  cheeflie,  the  Prelbytrie  of 
Stirline  to  proceed  againft  the  Bifliop  of  the  Ifles,  according  to  the  procefs 
deduced  before  them,  with  full  power  to  them  to  that  effefil.  As  concerning 
the  Bifliop  of  Aberdeene  :  In  refpefil  Ibme  procefs  hath  been  had  before  the 
Prefljytrie  of  Edinburgh  againft  him,  where  his  anfwer  hath  been  given 
in  negative,  and  no  probatione  led  againlt  him,  the  Alfemblie  ordeaned 
the  officer  of  the  AfTemblie  to  warn  him  to  compear  before  the  brethren, 
Mr  James  Lowfon,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Walter  Blancquall,  John 
Durie,  Mr  John  Craige,  David  Fergufone,  Mr  John  Davidfon,  and  John 
Brand,  to  hear  witnes  received  againft  him  in  that  matter,  the  morne  at  6 
hours  ;  to  whom  the  AfTemblie  gives  power  to  examine  and  trie  the  faids 
witneffes,  everie  one  of  them,  vpon  the  points  denied  be  the  faid  Mr  David, 
and  to  report  the  probation  againe  to  the  AfTemblie. 

Seffio  12»- 

Anent  the  article  proponed  be  the  Kings  Majefties  Commiffioners  to  the 
Generall  AfTemblie,  remembring  them  of  the  a(5ls  made  in  the  laft  Parlia- 
ment, Tpecialy  anent  provifione  for  MinilTers  and  ftipends  for  them  at  all 
parifli  kirks,  and  appointing  Commiffioners  for  ordering  thereof  ;  for  the 
executione  of  the  which,  it  fliould  be  required,  that  they  fould  nominat 
three  Commiffioners,  with  power  to  them  to  conveen  with  as  many  to  be 
direfiled  be  his  Grace,  for  confideratione  and  appointing  of  the  order  and 
eftate  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  ftipends  to  begin  and  take  eSebl  at  the  firft  day  of 
November  next  to  come  ;  and  that  the  fame  Commiflioners  fould  have 
power  to  treat,  confer  and  conclude,  that  their  travells  might  be  effe6lual 
in  all  matters,  concerning  the  faid  act  or  depending  thereupon,  to  the  full 
executione  thereof:     The   Generall   AfTemblie   havinsr  advifed   with   the 
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faid  article,  noiuinats,  and  gives  power  to  their  loved  brethren,  the  Laird 
of  Dun,  jNIr  Andrew  Hay,  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan,  Mr  John  Craige,  Mr 
David  Lindfey,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  John  Duncanfon,  John  Brand,  or  to 
the  faid  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  IVIr  Robert  Pont  or  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan 
conjun6llie,  to  conveen  with  the  Kings  Majefties  CommifEoners,  at  fuch 
time  as  fall  be  affigned,  to  treat,  conferr  and  reafon,  for  a  Iblid  order  and 
forme  of  provifione  of  Miniilers  llipends  and  eilate  of  the  Kirk ;  and  to 
lay  the  ground  thereof,  and  to  reduce  the  famine  to  a  certane  perfe6lione, 
to  be  advifed  upon  in  the  next  Affemblie,  there  to  be  concluded,  if  it  fall 
be  thought  expedient  be  the  univerfal  votes  of  the  whole  Affemblie  :  and, 
for  their  better  informatione  to  that  effedl,  ordeans  every  Prefbytrie,  as 
they  fall  be  required  be  the  faid  brethren,  to  fend  fome  of  the  moil  quali- 
fied and  mceteft.  men  of  the  Prefbytrie,  to  informe  the  fex  Commiffioners 
upon  the  eflate  of  their  countries,  for  advancing  of  the  faid  work,  and  in- 
forming them  in  the  premifes. 

Anent  the  labours  taken  be  Mr  John  Craige  in  colledling  of  the  A6ts 
of  the  Aflemblie  :  Seing  the  great  travels  tane  be  him  for  the  weale  of 
the  fame,  not  without  the  lingular  fruit  and  profite  of  the  whole  brethren, 
to  the  effe6l  the  fame  may  be  abfolved  and  brought  to  perfection,  it  is 
thought  good,  that  Mr  James  Lowfon,  Mr  David  Lindlay,  Mr  Robert 
Pont,  Mr  Walter  Blancquall,  Mr  Nicol  Dagleilh,  Mr  John  Davidfone, 
and  John  Duncanfon,  CommilTioners  for  Edinburgh,  travel  in  perufing  the 
whole  work  ;  albeit  of  the  difficulties  as  they  occurr,  confider  and  weigh 
what  things  are  requifite  to  the  full  compleiting  thereof,  and  to  put  the 
fame  in  mundo,  betwixt  and  the  next  Generall  AlTemblie,  that  judgment 
of  the  whole  Affemblie  may  be  had  thereupon. 

Anent  the  fupplicatione  given  be  George  Erie  of  Marlhel,  Robert 
Commendator  of  Deir,  and  certane  brethren,  who  had  charge  bj'  the  Kings 
Majeflies  commiflione  and  the  AIFemblie,  to  vifit  the  Colledge  of  Aber- 
deen, defiring  the  Affemblie  to  conlider  of  the  travels  taken  be  them  in 
the  faid  matter ;  as  alfo  to  deput  fome  perfons  to  take  trial  of  the  members 
thereof,  that  they  be  fufficient  and  qualified,  conforme  to  the  new  ereftione  : 
The  faid  whole  AlTemblie  ordeans  their  brethren,  Mr  James  Lowfon, 
Mr  Andrew  Melvil  and  Mr  Niccol  Dagleifh,  and  failing  of  him,  Mr 
Robert  Pont,  to  conlider  the  proceidings  of  the  faid  Commillioners,  twich- 
ing  the  faid  eredlione ;  and  if  they  find  the  fame  allowable  and  weel  done, 
to  give  their  teflimony  and  approbation   thereof,   to   be  prefented  to  the 
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Erie  Marfliel,  that  his  LordOiip  may  travel  for  the  Kings  Majeflies  confir- 
matione  thereof:  and  that  the  fame  perlbns  take  trial  and  informatione  of 
the  principall  compts  ;  and  if  they  find  the  famine  to  be  allowed,  to  autho- 
rize and  allow  the  famine  be  their  fubfcriptione  :  And  ficklike,  ordeans 
Mr  Thomas  Smetone,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Niccol  Dagleifli,  and  fail- 
ing of  him,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  to  conveen  in  San6l  Androws  the  5  day  of 
September  nixt  to  come,  to  trie  and  examine  the  members  of  the  laid  Col- 
ledge  of  Aberdeen,  if  they  be  correfpondent  to  the  order  and  provifione 
of  the  laid  ere6lione,  and  to  interpone  likewife  their  judgment  and  tefti- 
monie  thereunto. 

Seffio  13a- 

The  Affemblie  gives  commiffion  and  full  power  to  their  loved  brethren, 
Mr  Andrew  Hay,  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnet,  and  Mr  George  Hay,  to 
prefent  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  his  honourable  Counfel  fuel)  heids, 
articles,  and  complaints,  as  are  given  to  them  in  write  ;  conferr,  treat  and 
reafon  thereupon ;  and  to  crave  his  Hienes  and  their  Honours  anfwers 
thereto,  to  be  reported  again  to  the  next  Affemblie. 

Ordeans  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  James  Lowfon,  and  David  Fergufon, 
to  vifit  the  books  fet  out  be  George  Scot ;  and  to  report  to  the  Affemblie 
their  judgment  thereupon. 

Anent  the  vilitatione  of  the  Univerlitie  of  San6l  Androes  :  The  Aflem- 
blie  hath  given  commiffione,  as  in  the  laft  Affemblie,  to  their  brethren 
underwriten,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  Nicol  Dagleifli,  Mr  Alexander  Ar- 
buthnet, Mr  Andrew  Polwart,  Mr  Thomas  Smetone,  Mr  Thomas  Bu- 
chanan, Mr  David  Lindfey,  or  any  four  of  them,  to  conveen  themfelves 
the  5  day  of  September  nixt  to  come  there,  and  to  conlider  how  the  rents 
and  livings  of  the  faids  Colledge  are  bellowed  ;  how  the  dofilrine  is  ufed 
be  the  IMallers  and  Regents,  if  the  famine  be  correlpondent  to  the  A61  of 
Parliament ;  how  order  is  keeped  among  the  fchooles  and  Students  ;  and 
herein,  as  order  and  defe6lione  fall  be  found,  to  take  order,  and  to  report 
to  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie. 

Anent  the  divifione  of  the  Kirks  of  Stratherne  among  the  Preibytries  of 
Perth,  Stirline,  and  Dunkeld  :  The  Affemblie  hath  unite  to  the  Preiby- 
tries, as  follows,  to  wit,  to  Perth,  Achterardour  ;  to  Stirline,  Strogeith, 
Strowan,  &c.  ;   to  Dunkeld,  Auchtergowan,  Kinclewin,  Logybride.  C] 

4  K 


6^6  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1583. 


A.  D.  M.D.LXXXIII. 


The  Generall  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk  conveinit  at  Edinburgh  in  the 
New  Kirk  therof,  the  tent  day  of  06lober  1583  :  Quher  iher  was 
prefent  the  Commiflioners. 


Seffio  l"*- 

Exhortatioun  made  be  Mr  Thomas  Smeitoun  :  Leits,  Mrs  Robert 
Pont,  Peeter  Blackburne,  Nicoll  Dalgleifch,  and  James  Balfour.  Be  plu- 
ralitie  of  votis,  the  laid  Mr  Robert  was  ele6lit  hac  vice. 

[For  the  riper  refolutione  of  matters  which  are  to  be  treated  in  this  Af- 
femblie,  the  Aflemblie  ordeans  their  brethren,  Mr  James  Lowfone,  Mr 
Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Thomas  Smetone,  Mr  John  Craige,  Mr  Walter 
Balcanqual,  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne,  Mr  Andrew  Polwart,  Mr  John  David- 
fone,  Mr  Nicol  Dagleifli,  John  Durie,  the  Lairds  of  Braid  and  Pilrig, 
with  the  Commiffioners  of  Edenburgh,  to  concurr  and  conveeu  dayly  with 
the  Moderator,  at  7  hours  in  the  morning  on  the  preaching  day,  and  on 
other  days  at  eight  hours,  and  afternoone  at  two  hours,  in  Mr  James 
Lawfon  his  galerie,  and  confult  with  him  upon  fuch  things,  as  thej^  i'all 
think  meet  to  be  proponed,  to  the  end  of  the  Afl'emblie.  C.  &  B.] 
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Seffio  2«- 

Forfameikle  as  the  raritie  of  this  Affemblie  chieflie  Hands  in  the  default 
of  the  brether  of  the  Miniftrie,  having-  commillioun  to  come  to  the  Generall 
Affemblie,  and  get  comes  not  :  The  Kirk  hes  thoght  meitt  that  the  Coun- 
treyes  be  callit  on,  and  conliderit  quho  are  abfent ;  and  licklike,  if  all  that 
are  in  the  commiffiouns  already  givin  in  be  prefent ;  and  that  the  ablents 
be  markit,  and  a  fubftantious  ordour  providit  to  corredl  them ;  [the  forme 
thereof  the  brethren  have  vpilled  Mr  John  Craig,  David  Ferguibne,  and 
Mr  Peter  Bleckburn,  to  confider,  and  give  their  judgment  openlie  to  the 
whole  AfTemblie  the  morne  at  afternoon. 

Anent  the  commilTione  given  for  erectione  of  Prelbyteries  in  Catlines, 
Sutherland,  Rofs  and  Murray :  The  trial  of  the  executione  thereof  is  de- 
ferred till  the  coming  of  Mr  George  Hay. 

Anent  the  commillione  given  in  the  laft  Affemblie  to  certaine  breth- 
ren, to  fight  and  confider  the  forme  of  the  new  eredlione  of  the  Col- 
ledge  of  Aberdeen,  with  the  principall  compts  thereof ;  and  as  they 
found  the  one  and  the  other  to  be  allowed,  to  give  tellimonie  of 
their  approbatione  thereunto ;  and  ficklike,  to  other  brethren  nomi- 
nate in  the  lame  conventione,  to  conveen  at  San6l  Androws  for  ex- 
aminatione  of  the  members  of  the  faid  CoUedge  of  Aberdeen,  as  the 
laid  commiflione  at  length  proports  :  The  faid  brethren  being  required  of 
their  diligence  in  executione  hereof,  and  certaine  excules  alledged  and 
meaned,  nothing  found  execute,  the  Affemblie  yet,  as  of  before,  gave  com- 
miifione  to  Mr  James  Lowfon,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Niccol  Dagleifli, 
and  Mr  Thomas  Smetone,  to  read  and  perule  the  faid  eredlione  and 
compts,  and  give  their  judgment  thereupon,  before  the  end  of  the  Affem- 
blie :  And  concerning  the  examinatione  of  the  faid  members,  in  refpedl 
doubts  are  call  in,  if  they  be  drawn  to  San^l  Androws,  of  the  Ikailing 
of  their  whole  clafle,  the  farther  confideratione  hereof  is  left  while  the 
morne  the  brethren  be  fully  alFembled.   C] 

Anent  the  Conftitutions  and  A6ls  made  in  the  Generall  Affemblie  :  It 
is  determined  and  refolved,  that  ane  A61  being  made  in  the  Generall  Af- 
femblie, no  jufl;  caufe  of  the  changing  therof  interveining  thereafter,  it  fall 
not  be  leifum  to  any  particular  brother,  in  ane  [uther]  Generall  Affemblie, 
to  call  the  fame  in  queftion  againe. 
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Anent  the  commiffion  g^ivin  to  certaine  brether,  in  the  laft  Aflemblie, 
to  vifite  the  Vniverfitie  of  San6l  Audroes,  and  to  confidder  how  the  rents 
and  livings  therof  are  bellowed  ;  how  the  dodlrine  is  vfed  be  the  Mafters 
and  Regents,  and  if  the  fame  be  correfpondent  to  the  adl  of  Parliament ; 
and  how  the  ordour  is  keepit  among  the  Undents  :  The  Kirk  hes  com- 
mittit  of  new  the  executioun  of  the  faid  commillion,  [in  all  points  after  the 
tenor  thereof,  to  their  brethren,]  Mrs  Andro  Pol  wart,  Thomas  Buchannan, 
Niccol  Dagleifb,  and  William  Chryflefone  ;  and,  to  that  effeft,  ordaines 
to  conveine  themfelves  in  Sancl  Androes,  the  6  day  of  Marche  nixt  to 
come  ;  and  quhat  they  doe  heirin,  to  report  to  the  nixt  Generall  AiTem- 
blie.  Mr  Robert  Wilkie,  in  name  of  the  Vniverlitie,  protellit  that  the 
faid  commiffionn  prejudge  not  the  liberties  and  priveledge  of  the  Vni- 
verlitie. 

[Anent  the  travells  of  Mr  Craig  in  the  A6ls  of  the  Kirk  :  The  Com- 
miffioners  appointed  to  the  reviewing  thereof,  reported,  that  they  had  con- 
lidered  thereof,  and  that  in  his  labours  God  was  to  be  praifed  ;  yett  fome 
things  they  had  noted,  wherewith  they  delired  he  fould  conferr,  and  there- 
after proceed  with  him  in  farther  reafoning. 

Anent  the  commiffione  given  to  certane  brethren  to  concurr  with  the 
Kings  Majefties  Commilfioners,  and  treat  upon  a  folid  order  and  forme  of 
provilione  of  the  Miniilers  itipends,  and  ellate  of  the  Kirk  :  Report  wes 
made  be  the  brethren,  that  the  Kings  Majellie  had  appointed  the  firfl  day 
of  this  monoth  to  the  faid  effe6l ;  and  latelie  had  proroged  their  meeting 
to  the  Id  thereof. 

The  Generall  Aflemblie,  in  one  voice  and  mind,  gives  full  power  and 
commiffione  to  their  loved  brethren,  James  Anderlbne,  Mr  Andrew  Clay- 
hills,  and  John  Brand,  with  affiftance  of  John  Duncanfone,  and  the 
Kings  Miniilers,  to  pafs  immediatly  to  his  Hienes  and  moll  Noble  Counfel, 
and  there,  with  all  reverence  and  obedience  and  humilitie,  prefent  and 
offer  fuch  articles,  complaints,  and  greeves,  as  are  givin  to  them  in  write 
be  the  laid  Affemblie,  treat,  conferr  and  reafon  thereupon  ;  and  to  crave 
bis  Hienes  and  their  Honours  good  anfwer  thereto,  to  be  reported  again  to 
the  v/hole  Affemblie. 

Anent  the  commiflione  given  in  the  lall  Airemblie,  concerning  the  Bi- 
fhops  of  the  Yles,  Dunkeld,  Dumblaine,  and  Sandl  Androws  :  The  breth- 
ren having  commillione  therein,  namely,  they  who  had  commiffion  con- 
cerning the  Yles  and  Dunkeld,   reported  in  write   their  proceeding,   and 


1583.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  629 

defired  that  they  might  have  conference  with  the  Afleflors  twiching  Diim- 
blane,  before  farther  were  openlie  heard  of,  which  wes  granted  afternoon. 
As  to  the  Bilhope  of  Duuiblaine  :  Becaufe  excufe  was  pretended  of  the 
wanting  of  the  a6l  of  the  Kirk  thereanent,  the  Airemblie  ordeaned  the 
laid  conimiffione  to  be  execute,  as  of  before,  in  all  points  according  to  the 
effedl  thereof,  as  they  would  anlwer  to  the  AlTerablie.  As  to  the  Bifhop 
of  San6l  Andrews  :  The  triel  is  referred  to  the  coming  of  the  Commif- 
lioners  at  afternoone. 

Forfameikle  as  the  conimiflione  givin  in  the  laft  Affemblie  to  certane 
brethren,  to  trie  and  examine  the  qualities  of  the  members  of  the  Colledge 
(jf  Aberdeen,  if  they  be  correfpondent  to  the  order  and  provifione  of  the 
new  ere6tione,  as  their  commilTione  at  length  bears,  hath  been  negligentlie 
overfeen,  and  left  unexecute  be  the  brethren  having  direcSlione  thereof; 
and  partlie  in  default  of  the  members  and  Regents  not  reforting  to  the 
place  appointed  :  Therefore  the  whole  Affemblie  of  new  have  given  their 
full  power  and  commilRone  to  their  brethren,  the  Re6lor,  Mr  Andrew 
Melvil,  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan,  ]>Ir  Robert  Wilkie,  and  Mr  James  Mar- 
tine,  to  examine  and  trie  the  qualities  of  the  faids  members,  as  faid  is  ;  and 
the  faid  examinatione  to  begin  and  proceed  in  San6l  Androwsin  this  man- 
ner, and  at  thir  fpecial  dyets  following,  viz.  the  Subprincipall,  and  one  of 
the  Regents,  the  6  day  of  March  nixt  to  come  ;  and  the  other  two  Regents, 
the  laft  day  of  April  nixt  thereafter :  And  to  the  effedl  they  pretend  no 
ignorance  of  the  conclufione  of  the  Kirk  herein,  the  Affemblie  hath  or- 
deaned their  brother,  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne,  Minifter  of  Aberdeen,  to 
warne  the  faids  members  and  Regents  to  compear  in  San6l  Androws,  at 
the  times,  and  in  the  manner  above  fpecified,  to  be  tried  and  examined,  as 
faid  is,  be  the  fliid  Commiffioners,  under  the  pain  of  difobedience  to  the 
Kirk ;  and  what  herein  bees  proceeded,  to  returne  to  the  nixt  Generall 
Affemblie  the  report  thereof.   C] 

Ordaines  the  Moderatour  of  the  Affemblie  to  receive  from  the  Clark 
thereof,  the  extradl  of  the  commifliouns  givin  to  the  brether  the  time  he 
beares  charge,  in  cace  they  be  ablent  from  the  Affemblie  the  tyme  of  the 
direfilioun  thereof;  and  to  dire6l  them  tymeouflie  to  the  faid  brether,  that 
the  faids  commiffjouns  be  not  left  vnexecute,  vpon  pretence  of  thair  abfence 
and  ignorance  of  the  fame. 

[Ordeans  their  brethren,  Mr  Thomas  Smetone,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  and 
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Mr  David  Lindiey,  to  forme  the  Articles  to  be  prefented  the  King,  and  to 
prefent  them  at  afternoone. 


Seffio  4^- 

The  brethreiu  appointed  to  the  forming  of  the  Articles,  prefented  the 
heids  thereof,  which  were  read,  and  thoght  meet  to  be  put  in  forme  be  Mr 
Thomas  Smetone,  to  be  delivered  with  inftru6tiones  to  the  brethrein  hav- 
ing commiffione  to  prefent  them  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  ;  and  ordeaned 
fuch  as  have  particular  information  to  give  thereupon,  after  the  dilFolving 
of  the  Alfemblie,  to  refort  to  the  faid  Mr  Thomas.  C] 


Seffio  5^- 

Ordaines  every  Prelbyterie  within  thair  awin  bounds,  to  call  befor  them 
the  beneficit  perlbns  within  thair  awin  jurifdidlioun,  and  to  take  acompt 
and  tryall,  how  they  have  keipit  the  a6l  of  the  Affemblie,  twiching  the  dif- 
pofitioun  of  thair  ecclefiafticall  living ;  in  quhat  manner,  and  quherin  the 
famein  hes  bein  tranlgrell;  and  to  make  ane  jull  report  therof  to  the  nixt 
Affemblie  be  the  Moderatour  of  thair  Elderfchip,  or  Commilfioner,  as  they 
will  anliier  to  God  and  his  Kirk. 


Articles  to  be  dire6l  to  the  Kings  Majeftie,  being  prefentit  in  forme, 
the  haill  Affemblie  vottit  to  the  prefenting  therof,  with  the  in- 
ftrudliouns  ;  quherof  the  tenour  followis. 

Sir,  The  ftrait  commiffioun  we  have  receivit  of  the  Eternall,  our  God, 
quhen,  as  in  this  gour  Majefties  realme,  we  were  made  watchmen  of  his 
peiple,  and  fearefuU  threatning  pronuncit  againft  every  ane  that  negle6l 
faithfullie  to  execute  every  part  of  thair  [weighty]  charge,  compells  vs 
prefentlie  to  have  recourfe  vnto  gour  Majeftie,  perceiving  many  things  to 
fall  furth,  greatlie  to  the  prejudice  of  Gods  glorle,  and  no  fmall  appeirance 
of  vtter  wrack  of  [this]  his  Kirk  and  commoun  wealth,  vnleffe  fome  haftie 
remeid  be  put  thereto  ;  moft  humblie,    therfor,  beleikand  gour   Majeftie 
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diligentlie  to  wej  and  confidder  thir  few  lieids,  quhilkis,  with  all  reverence 
and  obfervance,  we  prefent,  looking  for  a  gracious  anfuer  and  Ipeidie  re- 
dreffe  therof. 

1.  It  is  a  great  greife  to  the  hearts  of  all  them  that  feares  God,  to  [fee 
papifts,]  apollates,  fworn  enemies  to  Chryft,  to  gour  Grace,  and  all  gour 
[faithfull]  fubiedls,  forfault  for  their  treafon,  fome  alfo  fufpedlit  and  heavilie 
bruitit  with  the  murther  of  the  moll  noble  perfon  of  gour  vmquhile  father, 
impugners  of  the  trueth  be  word  and  wryte,  continuing  ftill  in  thair  wicked - 
nes,  vnreconcilit  to  the  Kirk,  to  receive  of  gour  Majellie  the  benefite  of 
pacificatioun,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  faithful  Minifters,  quhom  violentlie  be 
that  meanes  they  labour  to  difpoffefle. 

2.  That  vthers  from  thair  gouth,  nourifliit  in  the  Kirk  of  God  with  vs, 
and  fenlyne  fearfuUie  fallin  back  therfra,  and  become  oppen  rennagattis, 
and  blaiphemers  of  the  trueth,  and  mantainers  of  idolatrie,  and  that  Man 
of  Sin,  Livetennant  of  Satan,  and  oppreffours  of  Gods  peiple  ;  and  get, 
notwithftanding,  are  receivit  in  Court,  authorizit,  and  [fo]  farre  counte- 
nanced, that  they  are  become  familiar  with  gour  Majellie  ;  quherthrow, 
belyde  the  greife  of  gour  Graces  faithfull  fubiedls,  many  are  broght  to 
doubt  quhat  fall  enl'ew  vpon  fuch  beginnings. 

3.  That  a  wicked  [and]  obllinate  papift  fent  in  the  countrey  to  traffick 
aganis  God,  and  quyetnes  of  gour  Graces  eftate,  and  therfor  as  worthie  of 
death,  committit  in  ward  at  gour  Graces  command,  with  fure  promife  that 
he  fould  not  efcape  punifhment,  get,  as  we  underftand,  was,  be  indire6l 
meanes,  let  depart,  and  no  tryall  takin  to  find  out  the  author  of  his  de- 
lyverie. 

4.  That  gour  Majellie  feimes  to  have  over  great  lyking  of  the  enemies 
of  God,  afweil  in  France,  as  fome  within  this  realme,  quho  hes  nevir  givin 
telliraonie  of  any  good  meaning  either  in  religioun  or  in  gour  Majefties 
fervice,  [belide  the  diflblute  life  and  irreligious  behaviour  of  them,  that  in 
your  Graces  fervice]  have  fucceidit  to  men,  that  were  knawin  zealous  in 
Gods  caul'e,  and  faithfull  to  gour  Grace  from  gour  tender  age. 

5.  Since  gour  Majeftie  took  the  government  in  gour  awin  hand,  many 
faire  promifes  hes  bein  made  that  ordour  fould  be  takin  for  prefervatioun 
of  the  Kirk  of  God,  and  continuance  thereof  to  our  polleritie  :  get,  after 
long  and  continuall  fute,  nothing  is  performed  ;  but,  in  place  of  redreffe, 
the  Kirk  is  bereft  daylie  of  her  priviledges  and  liberties. 
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6.  The  thrids  are  fett  in  tackis  for  fowmes  of  mone}',  in  defraude  of  the 
Kirk,  I"\va  that  no  Minifter  heirafter  can  be  provydit. 

7.  Abbacies  are  difponed,  without  anj-  provifioun  made  for  the  Minifters 
ferving-  in  the  kirks  annexit  therto,  dire6Hie  againft  the  a6l  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

8.  Spirituall  livings  are  givin  to  bairnes,  and  tranflatit  in  temporall 
lordfchips. 

9.  That  ther  is  no  punifchment  for  incefts,  adulteries,  witchcrafts,  [mur- 
thers,]  abominable  oathes,  and  vther  horrible  oathes,  in  fuch  fort  that 
daylie  lin  increafes,  and  provokes  the  wrath  of  God  againft  the  haill 
countrey. 

10.  There  is  a  lore  murmuring  amongft  gour  Graces  leigis,  and  a  la- 
mentabill  complaint,  that  the  lawis  of  the  countrey  have  no  place,  that  no 
man  can  be  fure  neither  of  his  lyfe,  lands,  nor  goods,  quhilk  threatens  a 
miferable  confuhoun,  and  the  heavie  hand  of  God  to  inf'ew  thervpon. 

11.  That  ofttynies  gour  Majeftie  interpones  gour  Hienes  authoritie,  be 
letters  of  horning,  to  flop  the  executioun  of  the  adls  made  in  the  Generall 
Airemblie,  in  matters  properly  belonging  to  the  Kirk,  and  nothing  tuiching 
the  civil  eltate. 

Laftlie,  We  [moft  humblie]  befeik  gour  Majeftie  to  fuffer  vs  to  lament 
the  great  divifioun  amongs  gour  Heines  nobilitie  and  fubie6ls,  the  ane 
part  feiking  be  all  means  poillble,  for  thair  awin  particular,  to  perfwade 
gour  JNIajeflie  to  wrack  the  vther  ;  quhilk  fofters  a  continuall  ftryfe,  malice, 
and  rankour,  to  the  great  danger  of  gour  Graces  perfon,  quhom  God  pre- 
lerve,  to  the  Kirk  of  God  and  this  pure  countrey  ;  befeiking  gour  Majeftie, 
for  the  moft  tender  mercie  of  God,  to  call  to  gour  Hienes  Tome  of  the  moft 
wife,  difcreit,  and  indifferent,  to  be  gour  Counlell,  to  take  a  moderate 
courie,  that  vnquyet  fpirits  may  be  brydlit,  good  men  cherilbit  and  inter- 
tainit,  and  the  hearts  of  all  gour  Majeflies  i'ubie6lis  vnite,  to  the  niantain- 
ance  of  Gods  glorie,  prel'ervatioun  of  gour  royall  eftate,  and  confort  of  all 
them  that  bewaile  this  miferable  dilTolution. 
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Particular  inftructions  and  more  full  declaration  givin  be  the  Ge- 
nerall  Affemblie  to  thair  Commilfioners,  dire6l  to  the  Kings  Ma- 
jeftie,  the  13  of  Odlober,  vpon  every  held  of  the  Articles  gene- 
rallie  proponit. 

Firft,  Hour  heavilie  the  godlie  are  offendit,  and  the  haill  Kirk  ilanderit, 
that  Mr  David  Chalmer,  a  man  notoriouflie  knowin  vnto  his  Grace  and 
Counfell  to  be  not  [only]  a  formall  and  profeft  enemie  aganis  the  trueth  of 
Chryfts  religioun,  a  plaine  practifer  and  traifiquer  aganis  the  fame,  but  alfo 
aganis  his  Hienes  authoritie  and  eftate,  in  all  parts  quher  he  has  travellit, 
haveand  herewith,  refting  vpon  his  heid,  the  foule  brute  and  commoun 
fiifpitioun  conceivit  in  the  hearts  of  mony  men,  vpon  no  fmall  or  obfcure 
prefumptions,  of  the  cruell  and  barbarous  murther  of  the  moll  noble  per- 
fon  of  umquhile  his  Majellies  father,  of  good  memorie,  fould  be  fo  ludden- 
lie  and  with  fo  fmall  acompt  entrit  in  favour,  and  receive  his  Majellies  pa- 
cificatioun,  with  letters  to  difpoffeffe  [his  Majellies]  faithful!  fervants  and 
Minifters  of  God  of  thair  livings  and  pofleffiouns,  no  due  fatilfadlioun  being 
made  to  the  Kirk  ;  a  matter  no  lefs  importing  great  prejudice  to  his 
Hienes  noble  eltate,  then  tuiching  his  Majellie  in  the  hiell  point  of  his 
honour  :  and  therfor  his  Hienes  wald  be  movit  wyfelie  to  looke  vpon  the 
confequence  heirof ;  and,  in  confideration  of  this  weghtie  greife,  wald  call 
back  and  lufpend  the  effedl  and  force  of  any  thing  get  grantit  to  him,  and 
the  charges  given  to  his  repofleflioun,  vnto  the  tyme  that  after  juft  and 
lawfull  tryall  his  innocence  be  agnofcit,  and  the  haill  Kirk,  fo  farre  offen- 
dit in  his  perfon,  be  fatiffied ;  and  the  fame  fatiffa(Slioun  be  returnit  from 
the  Kirk  to  his  Grace. 

The  Song  Laird  of  Fentrie  diredl  vnto  this  countrey,  as  we  are  furely 
informit,  to  practife  with  his  Grace  and  his  faithfull  fubie6ts  for  overthrow 
of  religion,  be  moyen  of  freinds  cruppin  in  Court ;  and  quherever  he 
comes,  plainly  mantaines  Papiftrie,  and,  vnder  colour  of  conference,  quhilk 
be  all  means  he  flies,  does  great  flander  in  this  countrey. 

The  thrid  article  is  notour. 

Be  the  fourth  article  is  meant  the  King  of  France,  the  Duke  of  Guife, 
and  vther  papills  ther  ;  and  lykewayes,  within  the  countrev,  the  Erles  of 
Huntlie,  Crawfurd,  and  vthers. 

4l 
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The  Kirk  is  hurt  in  thair  liberties  and  priveledges  fundrie  wayes,  as  will 
appeare  in  the  articles,  as  follow. 

Taks  of  the  thrids  of  Haddingtowne  [and  San6l  Androes,]  fett  to  tlie 
Laird  of  Seagie. 

The  Abbacie  of  Aberbrothok  is  difponit  to  the  Duke,  and  no  provifion 
for  the  Miniflers. 

The  Abbacie  of  Halierudehous  to  the  Abbots  gong  fone. 

Sicklyke,  The  Abbott  of  Newbottles  fonn  provydit  to  the  Abbacie. 

The  9  and  10  is  notour  ;  as  for  example,  Mr  George  Gairdein  being 
provydit  to  the  Perfonage  [and  Viccarage]  of  Fordyce  in  the  68  geir  of 
God,  and  get  ftanding  titular  therof. 

The  Kings  Majeftie  hes  fett  tackis  of  the  fruites  of  the  faids  benefices  to 
Robert  Stewart  of  Todlaw,  and  command  givin  to  the  Lords  of  the  Sef- 
fioun  to  grant  letters  vpon  the  faid  tackis. 

Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnot  is  chargeit,  againft  the  A6lis  of  the  Kirk,  to 
remaine  in  the  Colledge  of  Aberdein,  vnder  the  paine  of  horning. 

The  Miniflers  of  the  Chapiter  of  Halierudehous  is  chargeit  be  letters  of 
horning  to  fubfcrive  the  gift  of  penfioun  made  to  the  Perfon  of  Pennycuik, 
his  wyfe  and  fonne,  for  thair  lyfetymes,  ficklyke  aganis  the  fame  A6t. 

Anent  the  A61  made  on  the  penult  day  of  October  1576,  concerning 
fetting  of  fewis  and  tackis  of  benefices  and  ecclefiallicall  livings,  or  any 
part  therof,  be  llich  as  beares  fun6lioun  in  the  miniflrie  :  The  Generall 
Kirk,  as  of  befor,  ratifies  and  approves  the  laid  A61,  with  this  declaratioun, 
That  vnder  this  A&,,  all  penGouns,  fa6lories,  and  quhatfoevir  vther  difpoli- 
tioun  of  the  benefice,  or  any  part  therof,  without  the  confent  of  the  Gene- 
rall Affemblie,  is  and  falbe  comprehendit  in  tyme  comeing  ;  and  that  the 
difponers  thervpon  fall  incurre  the  penaltie  conteinit  in  the  A61  of  the  dait 
the  12  of  Julij  [1580]  Seffio  6^-  [And  for  the  particular  obfervatione  here- 
of, Mr  Andrew  Blackball,  in  name  of  the  Chapter  of  Halyroodhoufe,  is 
charged  not  to  fubfcrive  the  gift  of  penfione  given  to  the  Perfon  of  Penny- 
cuk  be  the  faid  Abbot,  under  the  pain  conteaned  in  the  faid  Adt. 

Anent  the  citatione  of  the  Bifhop  of  San6l  Androws  to  this  Affemblie, 
be  ane  a6l  of  his  Synodall  AlFemblie,  wherein  he  is  warned  apud  a6la  to 
this  day,  as  the  a6l  bears  :  The  Aflemblie,  notwithftanding  his  none  com- 
pearance, fuperfeede  to  give  their  determinatione  in  the  matter  while  he 
be  called  again,  in  cafe  he  would  purge  his  abfence. 
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Seffio  6"- 

Matters  remitted  from  the  Synodall  AlTemblie  of  Lothiane,  and 
anfwered  in  the  Generall  the  fame  day,  and  in  the  fixth  Sef- 
fione.   C] 

It  is  cravit  be  the  Synodall  of  Lowthiane,  that  this  Aflemblie  take  or- 
dour  with  Mr  Johne  Spottifwood  for  fetting  of  the  tack  of  his  benefice, 
but  confent  of  the  Aflemblie.  The  Kirk  ordaines  this  particular  to  be 
tryit  in  his  awin  Prefbyterie,  and  the  tryall  to  be  reportit  to  the  nixt  Af- 
lemblie. 

[Item,  That  certane  Commiffioners  be  appointed  for  calling  of  all  per- 
fons  newlie  provided,  and  ather  compell  them  to  ferve  the  cure,  or  deprive 
them. 

A.  That  the  Commiflioners  prel'ent  give  up  the  names  of  the  non  rell- 
dents  upon  Munday  afternoone. 

Item,  For  afmeikle  as  the  Kings  houfe  feems  not  to  be  ferved  as  becomes, 
that  the  Affemblie  take  order  therwith. 

A.  Advertifement  to  be  given  to  John  Duncanfone  to  take  greater 
attendance  ;  and  to  write  to  Mr  Craig,  as  neceffitie  fall  be  to  him  to 
come. 

That  the  Elderlhip  of  Stirline  produce  the  procels  led  againft  the  Bifliop 
of  Dunkeld. 

A.  That  is  done. 

That  the  AfTernblie  procure  provifion  to  Minillers  wanting  both  fuffici- 
ent  llipends  and  dwelling. 

A.  Referrs  to  the  Piatt. 

Item,  That  moyen  be  made  for  obteaning  of  the  Proveftrys  of  Seton  and 
Pantland,  and  eftablifhing  of  Minillers  there. 

A.  Their  benefices  coming  in  the  Kirks  hands  jure  devoluto,  that  the 
Prelbytries  difpone  them.  C] 

Item,  That  this  Aflemblie  ratifie  the  diffolutioun  of  the  Prefljitrie  of 
Haddingtoun,  and  vnioun  of  the  members  thereof  with  vther  Prelbitries,  be 
reafon  of  the  many  enormities  occurreand  ther,  as  rare  conventioun  of  the 
brether,  loathfomenes  and  contempt  of  the  Word  in  the  peiple,  and  not  exe- 
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cuting  the  a6ls  of  the  Affemblie :  quhilk  heid  the  Kirk  approves  for  the 
prefent. 

[Item,  That  the  Affemblie  take  order  with  the  Vicar  of  Bolton. 

A.  Ordeans  the  Prefbytrie  of  Dalkeith  to  call  him  for  none  refidence 
and  deprive  him. 

A  provifione  would  be  had  for  the  Clerk  of  the  Affemblie. 

A.  A  requeft  fall  be  made  to  the  modifiers  for  that  effe6l. 

Inquired,  Whither  a  Viccar  having  a  gleeb,  and  the  Perfon  who  ferves 
in  the  Miniftrie  having  none,  the  Perfon  being  Miniiler  fould  be  preferred 
to  the  Vicar,  and  the  gleeb  cheeflie  ;  feing  readers  are  difcharged,  and 
Vicars  make  no  refidence. 

A.  Ita.    C] 

Forfameikle  as  fundrie  of  the  Penitents,  partlie  for  povertie,  feiknes,  or 
diftance  of  place,  are  vnable  to  compeir  befor  the  Provinciall  Affemblie, 
Queritur,  If  they  may  compeir  befor  the  Elderfchips. 

Anfuer,   It  is  not  thocht  good  prefentlie. 

The  Elders  of  the  Elderfchip  of  Melros  are  of  diverfe  judgements,  fome 
craving  the  Affemblie  to  continue  [there,]  vthers  to  another  place,  or  els 
to  divyde  it.     Queritur,  Quhat  falbe  beft. 

Anfvver,  They  have  libertie  [to  change]  as  they  think  beft,  (b  it  be 
[done]  with  commoun  confent. 

[Of  old,  Leith  and  Reftalrig  wes  one  parifli,  and  the  parifli  kirk  ftood 
in  Reftalrig  ;  while  now,  be  the  act  of  the  Affemblie,  it  is  ordeaned  to  be 
in  Leith,  and  yet  Reftalrig  refufes,  in  refpefil  of  old  alledged  priviledges. 

A.  Ordeans  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edinburgh  to  take  order  herewith.  C] 


Seffio  7*- 

[Forafmeikle  as  the  Synodall  Affemblie  of  Lothian  is  confidered  to  be 
very  popular,  and  attour  the  number,  which  the  brethren  thinks  meet,  of 
Prefljytries  unite  thereto,  it  is  thoght  moft  expedient  that  the  fame  be  dif- 
membred,  and  four  Prelbytries  joyned  in  one  Provinciall  Affemblie  ;  and 
that  Dumbar,  Chirnfide,  Melrofe,  and  Peebles,  be  joyned,  and  concurr  in 
one  Synodall  Affemblie  ;  and  the  place  of  their  nixt  Affemblie  to  be  in 
Lauder,  and  thereafter,  according  to  their  own  confent  and  advice,  to  be 
changed  as  they  fall  think  expedient.    C.  &  B.] 
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[For  as  meikle  as  the  conftitutiones  of  the  Prefbytries  within  this  reahiie, 
being  confidered  to  be  moll  neceffar  and  profitable  for  the  whole  Kirk  ; 
yet  for  interteanment  of  good  difcipline  and  policie  therein,  if  the  fame  be 
duelie  and  accordingly  ere6led,  the  Affemblie  hath  advifed  and  thoght  it 
meet,  that  the  brethren  after  fpecified  fall  vilit  particularly  the  bounds  after 
following,  viz.  Mr  David  Lindfey,  Mr  Alexander  Hume,  and  Mr  John 
Robertfon,  from  Dee  north  to  Tyne,  and  the  laid  Mr  John  to  meet  then 
at  Elgin  ;  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  Mr  Andrew  Polwart,  Mr  Gilbert  Gardin, 
from  Dee  to  Forth  ;  Mr  George  Hay,  INIr  'lliomas  Buchanan,  James 
Anderfon,  John  Clappertone,  from  Forth  to  Berwick,  be  ealt  Clyde,  as 
after  followes,  viz.  the  laid  James  from  Edinburgh  weft,  the  faid  John 
from  Edinburgh  eaft,  and  the  faid  Mr  George  and  Mr  Thomas  the  reft  of 
the  faid  bounds  ;  John  Durie,  Mr  John  Davidfone,  and  the  Minifter  of 
Glalgow,  the  whole  bounds  from  Clyde  both  to  the  fouth  and  weft  ;  and, 
betwixt  this  and  the  nixt  AlTemblie,  diligently  confider  the  eftate  of  the 
whole  Preibytries  within  the  faids  bounds  where  they  are  ere£led  ;  fee  if 
there  be  uniformitie  of  order  and  policie  keeped  among  them  ;  and  as  thev 
find  juft  caufe  of  reformation,  to  put  hand  thereto,  and  to  reforme  the  fame  ; 
as  alio,  where  no  Elderlhips  are  yet  ere6led,  to  plant  and  ere6l  the  fame  ; 
and  of  their  diligence  concerning  this  coramiflionc,  to  give  accompt  at  the 
nixt  Generali  Affemblie  ;  and  that  the  Preibytries  where  thir  brethren  re- 
mains and  ferves,  take  order  for  provifion  of  their  kirks  in  their  abfence. 

The  fame  day  the  Bifliop  of  San6l  Andrews  yett  being  not  compearand, 
farther  procefs  is  yett  luperfeeded  againft  him  while  the  morne. 

Anent  the  fummons  dire6led  be  the  Prelbytrie  of  Linlithgow  againll 
Mr  John  Grahame,  fummoning  him,  conforme  to  ane  order  of  their  Svno- 
dall  Affemblie,  to  hear  him  difcerned  to  have  done  wrong  in  injuring  of 
Mr  Walter  Ballanquall,  and  the  whole  Prelbytrie  of  Edinburgh,  and  al- 
leged trial  before  them  :  and  the  Synodall  Affemblie  ordeans  their  depoli- 
tiones  to  be  taken  and  put  in  write  be  Mr  Robert  Pont  and  Mr  John 
Craig  ;  and  the  articles  and  interrogators  whereupoim  the  faid  witneles 
are  to  be  examined,  to  be  penned  be  Mr  Thomas  Smeton,  Mr  Andrew 
Melvil,  and  Mr  James  Melvil,  and  to  be  given  in  the  morne  at  10  hours. 

Anent  the  Lord  Bothwels  letter  :  The  Affemblie  ordeaned  a  writing 
to  be  direfil  to  his  Lordlhip,  informing  him  that  they  have  ordeaned  fome 
brethren  to  conferr  with  his  Lordlhip  with  all  diligence,  and  to  let  him 
underftand  of  the  meaning  of  the  Affemblie,   concerning  the  particulars 
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proponed  in  his  name  ;  which  were  a  grant  of  the  Affemblie  to  the  fetting 
of  a  tack  of  the  teinds  of  Chrichtone,  Hawick,  and  eftablifliing  of  a  Prelby- 
trie  in  Kelfo.  C] 


Seffio  11«- 

[Anent  the  quefcione  moved  concerning  the  puniQiment  of]  Minillers 
that  beares  with  the  peiple  repairing  in  pilgrimage  to  wells  hard  befyd 
their  awin  houfes,  vnreproving  them,  but  rather  intertaining  them  with 
meate  and  drinke  in  thair  houfes  j  diftributing  the  communioun  to  thair 
flockes,  and  not  communicating  with  them  be  the  fpace  of  fevin  or  aucht 
jeirs  :     [It  was  anfwered  that]  Inch  perfons  deferve  deprivatioun. 

[Anent  the  conference  with  my  Lord  Bothwel  upon  the  particulars  pro- 
poned in  his  Lordfliips  behalf  to  the  Ailemblie  :  The  AfTemblie  hath  ap- 
pointed the  Lairds  of  Braid  and  Merchilione,  with  Mr  David  Lindfey,  and 
Mr  Niccol  Dagleilli,  with  all  good  opportunitie,  to  travel  with  his  Lord- 
fliip,  and  open  up  the  meaning  of  the  brethren  to  hira  concerning  the  fame, 
and  to  report  &c. 

Forfameikle  as  the  young  Laird  of  Fentrie,  being  a  papift,  and  made  re- 
iidence  within  the  countrey,  without  making  confelTione  of  his  faith  attour 
the  time  limit  in  the  a&,  of  Parliament,  and  no  order  yet  taken  with  him 
be  the  Kirk  :  The  whole  Affemblie  hath  ordeaned,  and  ordeans  the  Mi- 
nifter  of  Dundie,  in  the  kirk  therof,  to  give  admonition  to  him  to  fubfcrive 
the  Confeffione  of  Faith  :  and  if  obedience  bees  not  given  on  the  ferd 
Sonday,  to  proceed  with  the  fentence  of  Excommunicatione  againft  him  ; 
and  if  he  ofiFers  obedience,  that  the  fame  be  done  with  folemne  oath  to 
every  article,  and  publi6tly  fubfcrive  the  famine  before  the  congregatione 
there  ;  and  thereafter  the  faid  Elderlliip  to  injoyne  fatiffaftione  to  him  for 
his  apollacie. 

Anent  the  ere6lione  of  the  Colledge  of  Aberdeen,  lighted  be  Mr 
Thomas  Smetone,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Niccol  Dagleilh,  and  Mr 
James  Martine,  at  commandement  of  the  AITemblie  :  The  report  of  the 
faid  brethren  being  heard,  allowing  thereof  in  their  judgments,  the  whole 
Affemblie  giveth  their  approbatione  therto. 

Anent  the  reading  of  Ariftotle  in  the  Ichooles  :  Seing  there  be  manie 
things  conteaned  in  his  do6lrine,  directly  impugning  the  grounds  of  reli- 


1583.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  639 

gione,  dire(!3;ione  is  given  to  their  brethren,  Mr  Thomas  Smetone,  Mr 
Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  James  Lowfone,  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne,  Mr  Niccol 
Dagleifli,  Mr  James  Martein,  and  Mr  Robert  Wilkie,  to  draw  furth  and 
colledl,  as  farr  as  their  memorie  in  fuch  fliortnes  of  time  may  ferve,  fuch 
propofitiones  as  they  find  erronious,  and  report  them  the  morne  to  the  full 
Affemblie.  C] 


Seffio  13^- 

The  Generall  Aflemblie  gives  licence  to  the  Perfon  of  Hunch,  to  paffe 
out  of  the  countrey  for  recoverie  of  his  health,  the  Kings  Majeflies  licence 
being  obtainit  therto,  and  his  awin  kirk  provydit  at  the  fight  of  the  Prefbi- 
trie  of  Dumbar. 

Forfameikle  as  fundrie  a6ts  hes  pail  of  befor,  to  clofe  the  hands  of  be- 
neficit  perfons  within  the  Miniftrie,  that  they  fett  no  tackis  of  the  benefices, 
or  any  part  therof,  or  make  vther  difpofitioun  therof  quhatfumevir,  without 
the  advyce  of  the  haill  Kirk,  get  dayle  fupplicatiouns  are  given  in  to  the 
Kirk  for  thair  confent  to  be  had  therto  ;  howbeit,  both  for  fliortnes  of 
tyrae  and  vtherwayes,  the  eltate  of  fuch  fupplicatiouns  cannot  be  conveni- 
entlie  reafoned  and  tryed  before  them  :  Heirfor  it  is  thoght  expedient 
that  quher  any  fuch  fute  is  to  be  made,  that  the  famein  be  firll  prelentit  to 
the  Particular  Prelbyteries  quher  the  benefices  [lyis,]  quhom  befor  the 
tryall  falbe  takin,  both  of  the  auld  kyndnes  and  title  of  the  fupplicant, 
and  of  the  eftate  of  the  benefice  ;  quhat  was  the  auld  rentall  therof,  quhat 
prefent ;  and  the  proces  and  tryall  thereof  returnit  againe  to  the  Gene- 
rall AlTemblie,  quher  ordour  may  be  tane  with  the  fute  according  to  equi- 
tie  :  And  lykewayes  ordaines  every  Prefbitrie,  within  thair  awin  jurif- 
didlioun,  to  try  and  examine  what  perfons  hes  broken  the  a(Sl  made  againit 
beneficit  perfons  within  the  Minifti'ie,  that  iells  tacks  or  fewis,  or  makes 
vther  difpofitiouns  quhatfumevir  of  thair  benefices,  or  any  part  therof, 
againft  the  a6tis  of  the  AlTemblie  ;  and,  after  calling  of  parties,  and  due 
tryall  tane,  to  report  their  names,  with  the  proces,  to  the  next  Airemblie. 

[Anent  the  power  given  to  the  Commiflioners  appointed  to  the  over- 
fight  of  the  whole  Prefbytries  :  The  fpeciall  heids  thereof  are  ordained 
to  be  put  in  forme  be  Mr  David  Lindfay  and  David  Fergufone  againft 
after noone.  C] 
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[The  lame  day,]  the  proces  led  be  the  Prelbiterie  of  Sanel  Androes 
ag-anis  Elifon  Perfon,  with  the  proces  led  aganis  Mr  Patrick  Adamtbne 
before  the  Prelbiterie  forfaid,  and  alfo  the  proces  of  the  Synodall  of  Fyfe, 
to  jullifie  the  accufatioun  led  aganis  the  faid  Mr  Patrick,  was  exhibit 
[to  the  Affemblie  :  which  being  read,  with  the  depolitiones  of  the  witnefles 
led  againfl:  him,  the  AlTemblie  ordeaned  their  brethren,  Mr  Androw  Hay, 
John  Johnllone,  and  James  Ramfay,  to  collect  the  witnefes  to  prove  the 
articles,  and  what  articles  they  prove,  betwixt  and  four  hours.  C] 


Seffio  14»- 

Forfaraeikle  as  in  reiding  in  fchooles,  of  profane  authors,  quherin  many 
things  are  wrytin  dire6llie  impugning  the  grounds  of  religioun,  and  fpe- 
ciallie  in  the  philofophie  of  Ariftotle,  oft  tymes  the  gouth  being  curious 
and  of  infolent  Ipirits,  drinkes  in  erronious  and  damnable  opiniouns,  and 
founding  them  vpon  the  bruckle  authoritie  of  profane  wryters,  mantaines 
thair  godles  and  profane  opinions  obllinately  in  difputatioun  and  vther- 
wayes,  to  the  great  flander  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  offence  of  the  limple 
and  vnlearnit :  Therfor,  it  is  provydit,  and  after  realbning,  be  vniverfall 
advyfe  and  good  conient,  aggreeit,  that,  in  all  tymes  coming,  the  matters, 
regents,  and  teachers  of  fchooles,  in  reiding  of  profane  wryters,  fall  vigi- 
lantlie  take  heid,  if  ther  be  any  thing  alledgit  or  wrytin  in  them  againfl; 
the  grounds  or  heids  of  religioun  ;  and,  in  teaching  therof,  to  marke  and 
note  the  places,  confute  and  evi6l  the  errours,  and  admonilch  the  gouth  to 
efchew  the  fame,  as  erronious  and  falle  ;  and,  namelie,  in  teaching  of  philo- 
fophie, to  note  the  propofitiouns  following,  as  erronious,  falfe,  and  aganis 
the  Religioun,  and  condemnit  be  the  commoun  vote  of  the  haill  Kirk. 

1.  Omnis  finis  eft  opus  aut  operatic. 

2.  Civilis  Icientia  eft  preftantiOima,  ejulqiie  finis  preftantiflimus  et  fum- 
mum  horainis  bonum. 

3.  Honefta  et  jufta  varia  funt  et  inconftantia,  adeo  ut  ibla  opinione 
conftent. 

4.  Juvenes  et  rerum  imperiti,  et  in  libidinera  proclives,  ab  audienda 
morum  philofophia  arcendi. 
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5.  Quod  aliud  ab  aliis  bonis,   et  per  fe  bonum  efl,    et  caula  cur  cetera 
per  fe  bona  funt,  non  eft  fummum  bonum. 

6.  Dei  agnitio  nihil  prodeft  artifici  ad  hoc,  ut  arte  fua  bene  utatur. 

7.  Sunimum  bonum  vel  minimi  boni  acceifione  augeri  aut  reddi  poteft 
optabilius. 

8.  Pauper,  deformis,  orbus  aut  infans,  beatus  effe  non  poteft. 

9.  Bonum  eternum  bono  vnius  diei  non  eft  majus  bonum. 

10.  Felicitas  eft  a6lio  animi  fecundum  virtutem. 

11.  Poteft  aliquis  fibi  fuo  ftudio  felicitatem  comparare. 

12.  Homo  in  hac  vita  [cumulate]  et  efle  et  dici  poteft  beatus. 

13.  Poft  banc  vitara  nemo  poteft  vel  efle  vel  dici  beatus,  nifi  propinquo- 
rum  vel  amicorum  ratione. 

14.  Natura  apti  ad  virtutem,  eam  agendo  comparamus. 

15.  Virtus  eft  habitus  eledliuus  in  ea  mediocritate  politus,  quam  ratio 
prudentis  prefcribit. 

16.  Libera  eft  nobis  voluntas  ad  bene  agendum. 

17.  Mundus  eft  phifice  eternus. 

18.  Caiiis  et  fortuna  locum  habent  in  rebus  naturalibus  et  humanis. 

19.  Res  viles  et  inferiores  non  curat  Dei  providentia. 

20.  Animi  pars  vna  vel  etiam  plures  funt  mortales,  et  qute  hinc  pendent 
et  neceflario  confequuntur. 

And  if  any  beis  found  to  doe  in  the  contrair  [heirof,]  the  cenfures  of 
the  Kirk  to  proceid  againft  them  :  And  ficklyke,  that  Mafters,  Regents, 
and  Teachers,  Auditours,  or  vthers,  [fall  notj  alFert  or  defend  any  of  the 
faids  propofitiouns  already  condemned  be  the  Kirk,  or  vthers  that  fall  hap- 
pin  to  be  conderanit  be  them  heirafter,  philofophice,  probabiliter,  or  vther- 
wayes,  vnder  the  paine  of  the  fame  cenfures  of  the  Kirk. 

Seffio  15»- 

Item,  That  no  a6l,  or  any  vther  thing  proceiding  from  the  particular 
Prefljyteries,  have  faith  in  tyme  comeing,  without  the  fame  be  fubfcryvit 
be  the  Moderatour  and  Clerk  thereof. 

Seffio  le^*- 

[The  fame  day,   the  Kings  Majefties  anfvvers  to  the  Articles  of  the  Af- 

4  M 
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feinblie,  being  returned  be  John  Bnand,  read  openlie,  and  conferred  with 
the  faids  Articles  and  Inftru6liones,  it  was  thoght  be  the  brethren,  a  great 
part  of  them  are  yet  unfatiffied.  As  twiching  the  Laird  of  Fentrie,  His 
Grace  to  be  informed  concerning  the  teflimonial  alledged  given  him.  As  to 
the  reft  of  the  Articles,  except  concerning  the  tranfforming  of  the  Abbacies 
in  the  temporal  Lordfliips,  That  they  may  be  yet  luted  at  his  Grace.  C] 


The  Kings  Majefties  aniuers  vnto  the   Heids  prefentit  to  his  Hienes 
from  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk. 

At  Stirling  the  1?  of  06lober  1583. 

His  Majeftie  having  conlidderit  the  heids,  and  conferrit  with  the  mef- 
fmgers,  twitching  the  meaning  and  the  explicatioun  of  the  generalities 
therof,  Vnderftanding  the  firfl.  point  to  be  gatherit,  of  the  granting  of  the 
benefite  of  pacificatioun  be  his  Hienes  to  Mr  David  Chalmer :  His  Ma- 
jeftie knowing  that  man  to  be  forfaultit  only  for  that  commoun  adlioun  of 
his  being  at  the  feild  of  Langfyde,  for  quhilk  pardon  [wes]  grantit  to  lb 
many,  thoght  it  no  new  or  ftrange  thing,  at  the  requeft  of  fuch  as  [earneft- 
ly]  movit  his  Hienes,  to  grant  vnto  him  the  lyke  benefite,  for  the  like  caufe, 
as  many  vthers  had  of  befor  obtainit ;  get  no  wayes  intending  to  fpare  the 
dew  punilliment  of  him  or  any  vther  that  may  be  chargit  or  may  be  found 
culpable  of  the  murther  of  his  Hienes  deareft  father  ;  or  that  [are]  or  falbe 
adverfares  to  the  religioun,  or  impugners  therof,  aganis  his  Hienes  lawis 
made  theranent ;  the  executioun  of  quhilk  his  Majeftie  hes  bein,  is,  and 
wilbe,  willing  to  further. 

The  fecond  heid  generallie  conceivit,  being  particularlie  meinit  of  the 
gong  Laird  of  Fintrie,  His  Majeftie  witches  the  Affemblie  to  remember  how 
his  Hienes  hes  dealt  in  this  matter,  and  quhat  teftimoniall  the  Kirk  of 
Edenburgh  grantit  to  him.  His  Majeftie  hes  not  hindrit  the  proceidings  of 
the  Kirk  againft  hiiu,  nor  no  vther,  but  meanes  to  hald  hand  therto  accord- 
ing to  the  lawis. 

The  3  heid  being  fpecially  meant  of  ane  William  Holt,  Inglifchman, 
that  efcapit  out  of  the  Caftell  of  Edenburgh,  His  Majeftie  hes  anfuerit  the 
Queine  of  Inglands  [late]  Ambaffadour,  quho  movit  his  Hienes  in  that 
matter  not  long  lince.     It  is  no  vncouth  thing  to  heir  fuch  a  man  fo  ef- 
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capit ;  alwayes  qiihat  they  heare  tell  be  any  indire6t  meanes  vfed  for  let- 
ting him  depart,  his  Majellie  being  fpeciallie  informed  therof,  will,  after 
due  tryall,  lie  the  offenders  punifchit  according  to  thair  delervings. 

The  4  heid  being  verie  generall,  His  Majellie  thinks,  the  Affemblie  will 
not  think  it  verie  pertinent  for  them  to  have  vote  in  the  chooling  of  his 
Majefties  fervants,  or  to  be  over  curious  of  the  occalioun  of  placing  or  re- 
moveing  of  them  ;  neither  get  of  the  intelligence  betuixt  his  Hienes  and  any 
forraine  countreyes,  for  intertaining  of  civill  peace  and  amitie,  from  the 
quhilks  no  princes  or  commoun  wealthes  in  the  world  abftaines,  althogh 
being  diverfe  in  religioun. 

The  5  heid  containing  a  generall  complaint  vpon  forae  fpeciall  matters 
appearandlie  exprell  in  the  matters  following,  His  Majellie  wifches  the  Af- 
femblie, as  they  wald  be  fpeciallie  and  dire6llie  anfuerit,  fo  to  forme  thair 
petitiouns,  forbearing  any  pai'ticular  examples,  to  ground  generall  propo- 
fitiouns  ;  and  to  remember  that  [fince]  his  Majellie  tooke  the  governe- 
ment  in  his  awin  perfon,  ther  is  moe  good  and  profitable  lawis  made  for 
the  advancement  of  the  Kirk  and  true  religioun,  nor  of  befor  ;  the  default 
of  the  execution  therof,  and  performance  of  promife  nothwithllanding  in 
his  Hienes  default. 

The  6,  meaning  fpeciallie  of  the  tack  I'ett  to  the  Laird  of  Seagy  of  cer- 
taine  vi6lualls  foorth  of  the  fuperplus  of  the  thrids,  quhilk  he  had  of  befor 
in  penfioun.  That  was  no  new  forme,  nor  any  wayes  prohibite.  He  could 
afweill  content  him  with  the  peniioun,  as  he  had  it  of  befoir,  frie  of  all 
payment  of  duetie.  The  neceliar  conlideratiouns  that  movit  the  granting 
therof,  are  weill  enough  knawin  to  many.  He  is  imployit  in  publick  fer- 
vice,  wanting  the  living  quhervnto  he  is  provydit  in  title,  dureing  his  fa- 
thers lyfetyme  ;  and  his  fervice  is,  and  may  be  neceflar,  both  for  his  Hienes 
and  the  Kirk. 

For  any  thing  that  may  be  thocht  omittit  toward  the  provilioun  of  Mi- 
niflers,  ferving  at  the  kirks  annexit  to  Abbayis  in  the  late  difpolitioun  of 
them,  that  is  weill  fupplied  be  a6l  of  Parliament ;  [the  executione  quher- 
of]  hes  rather  itayit  thir  twa  geirs  pall  in  thair  awin  default  or  vtherwayes, 
they  craveingto  have  thair  affignatiouns  continuit  as  in  the  geirs  preceiding  ; 
and  as  get  not  having  dire6llie  anfuerit  to  his  Majefties  meflage  lent  with 
his  Maifter  of  Requeifts,  to  the  AlTemblie  haldin  at  San6l  Androes :  Al- 
wayes his  Majellie  made  choife  of  certain  Barronis,  and  vthers  of  good  ap- 
peirance,  knawin  zealous  to  the  furtherance  of  that  good  worke,  lipning  to 
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have  had  the  affignatiouns  formed  befor  the  Affemblie  :  But  being  vncer- 
taine  of  the  tyme  appointit  therfor,  thisgeir,  is  doiibtfull,  if  they  be  come  in 
Edenburgh  ;  quher  if  they  be,  his  Hienes  fall  fend  dire6lioun  to  them  to 
proceid  ;  or,  if  they  be  not,  fall  appoint  vthers,  lb  as  the  affignatiouns  may 
proceid,  and  fo  vther  things  as  are  moft  neidfuU  refolvit,  without  any  fur- 
ther delay. 

Twitching  the  giving  of  fpirituall  livings  to  bairnes,  and  tranflating 
them  in  temporall  Lordfchips,  his  Majeftie  confidders  his  awin  fkaith  and 
hinderance  of  his  fervice  therin.  Quhatever  abufe  hes  entrit  befor  his  ac- 
cepting of  the  governement,  tyme,  and  approbatioun  of  liich  proviliouns  be 
decreits  of  the  Seffioun,  hes  brocht  the  matter  to  that  eftate,  as  it  cannot 
be  vtherwayes  helpit  then  be  the  Parliament ;  quhom  vnto  thefe  being  pro- 
ponit,  his  Majeftie  fould  hald  hand  to  have  liich  reforniatioun  in  this  be- 
halfe  as  poffiblie  can  be  obtainit. 

The  default  of  punilliment  of  vyces  mentionat  in  the  nynt  heid,  and  of 
the  afil  of  provifioun  of  the  poore,  and  punilhing  of  vagabounds,  man  not 
be  juftlie  impute  to  his  Hienes,  quho  hes  ever  bein  willing  and  ready  to 
grant  commilhoun  to  fuch  as  the  Minillers  thoght  meiteft  to  execute  [the 
fame,]  quher  inhabilitie  was  [in]  the  Judges  ordinar. 

The  10  heid  being  generall,  his  Majeftie  wald  be  glad,  not  only  to  have 
it  explainit,  bot  to  heare  all  good  informatiouns  [that  fall  be  offeritto  him,] 
for  the  reforniatioun  of  that  quhilk  may  be  found  amiffe,  and  how  his  lawis 
may  have  place,  and  juftice  be  miniftrat  to  the  confort  and  commoun  bene- 
fite  of  all  his  good  fubiedls. 

The  1 1  heid  hes  bein  very  generall  ;  and  for  the  only  one  example  that 
hes  bein  fpokin  [of]  to  his  Hienes,  twitching  the  removeing  of  the  Prin- 
cipall  of  the  Colledge  of  Aberdein  to  be  Minifter  of  San6l  Androes,  his 
Majeftie  trufts  the  AlTemblie  will  not  think  that  matter,  (the  fubftances 
Weill  confidderit,)  either  fo  proper  to  the  Kirk,  or  fo  improper  to  the  civill 
eftate,  bot  that  his  Hienes  and  Counfell  had  good  ground  and  reafon  to 
diredl  his  letters  as  he  did,  vpon  the  generalls  of  the  north  countrey, 
quherin  none  was  prejudgit,  feing  ther  was  no  charge  conteining  power  to 
denunce  at  the  firft,  bot  rather  to  doe  the  thing  required,  or  compeir  and 
fchew  ane  caufe  in  the  contrar. 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXXVI. 


The  General  Affembly  of  the  Kirk  haldin  at  Edenburgh,  in  the  Ovir 
Tolbuith  thereof,  the  10  day  of  May  1586  :  Qnher  ther  was  pre- 
I'ent  his  Majeflies  Commiflioners,  my  Lord  Chancellour,  Juftice 
Clerk,  Mr  Johne  Grahame,  the  Pryour  of  Blantyre,  Mr  Peeter 
goung,  with  the  Commiflioners  diredl  from  the  Synodalls  and 
Vniverfities. 

[Exhortatioun  was  made  be  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Moderatour  of  the  laft 
Generall  Aflfembly.  My  Lord  Privie  Seale,  Prior  of  Blantyre,  and  Mr  Peeter 
gong,  the  Kings  Schoolmaller,  dire6l  from  the  Kings  Majettie,  declared  to 
the  Affembly,  when  they  were  to  choofe  a  new  Moderator,  That  his  Grace 
being  occupied  in  great  affaires,  could  not  this  day  give  his  prefence  ;  that 
his  pleafure  was,  that  they  fliould  llay  from  any  further  proceeding  till 
afternoon  ;  and  therfor  defyrit  the  haill  brether,  at  afternoone,  to  repare 
to  the  Palace  of  Halrudhous,  and  conveen  in  the  great  Chappell  in  the 
Abbay,  quher  he  fould  propone  his  mynd  to  them  ;  and,  in  the  nieane- 
tyrae,  to  fuperleid  the  ele6lioun  of  a  Moderatour  quhill  then  :  quherto 
the  brether  aggreit,  feing  the  matter  was  but  a  circumftance  of  time  and 
place,  with  conditioun  it  fould  not  prejudge  the  libertie  of  the  Aflemblie 
in  any  point :  Lykas  the  Commiflioners  declairit  they  underllood  of  no 
prejudice  meant  ther  by.    C.  &  B,] 
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SefGo  2=»-     Eodem  die,  in  Capella  Regia,  coram  rege. 

[The  Affembly  conveened  after  noon  in  the  Chappell  Royal.  The 
King  fitting  at  the  end  of  the  table,  and  the  Minifters  on  furmes  round 
about  him,  made  an  harang  containing  two  caufes  wherefor  he  granted  the 
Minifters  their  requieft  for  calling  of  that  Affembly.  The  one  was  in  re- 
fpecEl  of  himfelf,  that  whereas,  by  the  occafion  of  fome  late  alterations 
within  his  realme,  certain  evill  reports  were  blowen  and  fpread  abroad  of 
him,  by  fome  of  his  own  fubjefits,  both  within  his  realme  and  without. 
That  he  had  made  defe6lion  from  the  true  religion,  wherin  he  was  born, 
brought  up,  and  inftrudled  in  from  his  infancie,  He  thought  good  to  call 
that  Affembly,  as  well  to  make  proteflation  of  his  perfeverance  and  found- 
nefs  in  religion,  as  alfo  to  offer  himfelf  there  prefently  to  latiffy  any  man 
that  could  give  any  reafon  wherefor  they  fufpedled  him  of  fuch  defe6lion  ; 
alledging  there  could  be  no  meeter  time  nor  place  to  accufe  him  of  any 
fault  in  his  life  and  converlation  ;  or  yet  in  authorizing  of  the  Policie  of 
the  Kirk.  The  fecond  caufe  was,  for  remitting  of  the  Minifters  of  the 
Kirk  to  a  judgment  concerning  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  ;  adding,  that 
he  purpoled  to  eftablifli  that  throughout  his  realme,  which,  by  conference 
amongft  them,  fliould  be  found  moft  agreeable  to  the  Word  of  God.  Then 
he  bad  them  pafs  to  their  own  orders.  Mr  Robert  Pont  faid  to  him,  Sir, 
we  praife  God  that  your  Majeftie  being  a  Chriftian  Prince,  hath  decored 
our  Affembly  with  your  own  prefence,  and  we  truft  your  Majeftie  fpeak- 
eth  without  hypocrify. 

Thereafter,  prayer  being  made  be  Mr  Robert  Pont,  the  Kirk  proceidit 
to  the  norainatioun  of  Mrs  Peeter  Blackburne,  David  Lindlay,  NicoU 
Dalgleifch,  James  Balfour,  to  be  on  leits  for  choofing  a  Moderatour,  and 
the  faid  Mr  David  eledlit  Moderatour  hac  vice.  The  King  voted  firft  for 
him,  fo  the  votes  went  after. 

For  the  readier  refolution  and  expedition  of  matters  which  are  to  be 
treated  in  this  Affembly,  the  brethren  nominated  the  perfons  underwritten, 
viz.  Mrs  Johne  Robertfone,  Alexander  Rawtbne,  George  Hay,  Peeter 
Blackburne,  the  Laird  of  Dun,  Williame  Chryftelbne,  William  Hepburne, 
Williame  Moriefon,  Thomas  Buchannan,  David  Fergufone,  Robert  Pont, 
NicoU  Dalgleifch,  the  Kings  Minifters,  Adarae  Johnttoun,  Alexander 
Hoome,  David  Hoome,  Johne  Knox,  James  Bryfeoun,  Andfo  Hay,  James 
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Anderl'on,  Patrick  Galloway,  to  conveen  with  the  Moderator  at  extra- 
ordinary hours,  to  conferr,  and  give  their  advice  in  matters  nieeteft  to  be 
proponed  and  refolved  in  this  Aflembly.  But  the  King-  would  not  have 
David  Hume,  Minifter  of  Coldinghame,  to  be  of  that  number  ;  for  when 
he  was  named,  the  King  faid,  I  have  fomething  to  fay  againft  that  man, 
and  lb  Alexander  Hume,  Minifter  of  Dumbar,  was  chol'en  for  him. 
C.  &  B.] 

His  Majeftie  appointit  my  Lord  Seccreitar,  Juftice  Clerk,  Privie  Scale, 
Mr  Johne  Grahame,  my  Lord  Culrofe,  Mr  Peeter  Jong,  to  conferre, 
reafon,  and  advyfe  with  the  faid  brether  on  matters  mutuallie  to  be  pro- 
poned, and  them,  or  any  two  [or  three]  of  them,  to  concurre  with  the 
Aflemblie,  on  his  Majefties  behalfe,  as  his  Hienes  Commillioners,  [the 
ordinary  hours  and  place  of  the  AiFembly  to  be  keeped.  He  willed  them 
to  referr  their  greater  matters  to  Munday  following,  at  what  time  he 
minded  to  be  prefent  with  them,  and  to  propone  certain  matters  to  them  ; 
yet  for  certain  occaiions  moveing  him,  he  was  not  prefent  as  he  pur- 
pofed.  C] 


Seffio  4«-     In  Pretorio. 

[The  11th  of  May  before  noone,  there  was  proponed  a  queftion  di- 
rected from  the  Synod  of  Lothian,  If  there  was  any  man  of  another  judg- 
ment, but  that  the  difcipline  which  we  had  thefe  divers  years  bygane,  was 
according  to  the  Word  of  God.  This  queftion  Avas  thought  fitt  to  be 
reafoned  firil  in  the  privie  conference  with  the  Moderator,  and  then  to  be 
brought  to  the  publick  Affembly.  C] 

Anent  vniformitie  of  difcipline  :  It  is  thoght  meitt  that  the  fame  be 
firft  proponit  in  the  privie  conference,  and  therafter  publicklie. 

[The  Secretar,  the  Prior  of  Blantyre,  Mr  Peter  Young,  Commiifioners 
from  the  King,  proponed.  Whither  the  Bifliops  might  have  preeminence 
over  the  brethren,  if  not  jurifdidlion,  yet  ordinis  cauia.  The  Alfembly 
anfwered,  It  could  not  ftand  with  the  Word  of  God,  only  they  muft  tolerat 
it,  in  cafe  it  be  forced  upon  them  be  the  civil  power.  C] 

Anent  the  Regifter  [of  the  books]  of  the  Kirk  :  Mrs  George  Hay  and 
Patrick  Galloway  being  dire(5lit  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  for  to  follicite  the 
redelyverance  of  the  fame,  returnit  his  Hienes  anfuer,  That  they  fould  be 
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delyverit  to  the  Clerk  ilk  day  during  the  Aflemblie,  but  at  evin  they  fould 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Privie  Seale,  quhill  the  end  of  the  faid  Aflem- 
blie, betuixt  and  the  quhilk  day  bis  Majeftie  wald  be  prelent  himfelfe. 


Seflio  4="- 

It  is  thoght  vniverlallie  meitt,  that  through  the  haill  Countreyes  ther 
be  ordourlie  fett  downe  Prelbytries  in  the  places  vnderwrytin,  quhilk  are 
judgit  mofl  proper  and  convenient  tberfor,  to  the  number  following,  viz. 
In  Orknay,  ane  within  the  towne  of  Kirkwall  :  In  getland,  ane  within 
the  towne  of  :     In  Cathnes  2,   Thurfo  and  Dorno  :     In  Rofe  2, 

ane  in  Tane,  ane  vther  in  the  Chanrie  :  In  Murray  4,  viz.  Inuernes, 
Elgin,  Forres,  and  Ruthven :  In  Aberdein  5,  viz.  Deir,  Inuerrourie, 
Fordoun,  Aberdein,  and  Kinkairdin  :  In  Mernes,  ane  in  Bervie  :  In 
Angus  3,  Montrois,  Dundie,  Brechin  :  In  Dunkeld  ane  :  In  Perth  ane  : 
In  Dumblane  ane :  In  Striveling  ane  :  In  Lowthiane  5,  Lithgow, 
Edenburgh,  Dalkeith,  Haddingtoun,  Dumbar :  In  Fyfe  4,  SaniSl  An- 
droes,  Couper,  Dunifermling,  Kirkadie  :  In  Mers,  Chirnfyde  :  In  Te- 
viotdail  3,  Melrofe,  Jedbrugh,  Kelfo  :  In  Tweddall,  Peibles :  In 
Annandail,  Muffett :  In  Nitheidaile  2,  Dumfreis,  Sanchar  :  In  Gallo- 
way 4,  Glenlufe,  Wigtoun,  Kirkudbright,  Sanfil  Johnes  Clauchan  :  In 
Carrick,  Mayboill  :  In  the  Shirefdome  of  Air,  in  Air,  in  Cuninghame, 
in  Irwing :  In  Ranfrew,  Paiflay  :  In  Lennox,  Dumbartan,  in  the 
Neither  Ward  of  Clidefdaill :  In  the  Ovir  Ward  2,  Lanerik  and  Bigger. 
[And  to  the  effe6l]  that  the  kirk  quhilk  moll  properlie  [fould  be]  vnite  to 
every  Prelbyterie,  fould  be  joynit  therto,  qubervpon  the  Prefbiteries  may  be 
ere6tit  convenientlie,  the  Affemblie  ordaines  Commiffioners  for  ilk  Shiref- 
dome, [their  brethren  underwritten,  to  wit,  Mr  John  Robertfone  for  Rofe  ; 
Mr  Alexander  Rawlbn  for  Murrey  ;  Mr  Peter  Blackburne  and  James  Reid 
for  Aberdeen  ;  Mr  Andrew  Mylne  for  Mernes  ;  the  Laird  of  Dun,  Mr 
John  Hepburne,  William  Chriilefone,  Mr  James  Balfour,  for  Angus  ;  the 
Bifliop  of  Dunkelden  for  Dunkelden  ;  Mr  Patrick  Galloway  for  Perth  ; 
Mr  Andrew  Young  for  Dumblane  ;  Mr  James  Anderlbn  for  Stirline  ; 
David  Fergufon  and  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan  for  Fife  ;  John  Brand,  Mr 
Andrew  Blackball,  Mr  Thomas  Makgie,  William  Sanderfon,  for  Lothian  ; 
Mr  John  Spotfwood,    George  Lunde,  for  Linlithgow  ;    David  Hume  for 
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Merce  ;  Mr  John  Knox,  George  Johnftoun,  for  Teviotdale  ;  Mr  Arch- 
bald  DowglaCs,  Robert  Allan,  for  Tweddaill  ;  John  Duncanfon  for  Gallo- 
way ;  John  Mackcorne  for  Carick  ;  Mr  John  Porterfield  for  Air  ;  Mr 
Robert  Wilkie  for  Cuninghame ;  Mr  Andrew  Hay  for  Ranfrew  ;  Mr 
Patrick  Walkinshaw  for  Lennox  ;  Mr  Andrew  Pol  wart  for  Glafgow  ; 
Thomas  Lindfay  for  Lanerk  and  Biggar ;  to  travel  every  one,  according  to 
their  bonnds  limited  to  them,  to  the  eife6l  above  written,  and  to  prelent 
their  travail  the  morn  before  noon.  C] 


Seffio  5»- 

The  brether  appointit  to  give  in  the  names  of  the  kirks  as  they  thocht 
they  might  moft  properlie  be  caftin  into  Prelbitries,  pronuncit  their 
judgements  [and  the  names]  in  wryte  ;  quhilk  were  delyvered  to  my  Lord 
Clerk  Regifter,  quhom  the  Kirk  requeiftit  to  vilite  and  conlidder  [the 
fame,  and]  to  give  his  judgement  therof.  As  to  the  places  qnher  the  Syno- 
dall  Aflemblies  falbe  haldin,  and  the  day  of  thair  nixt  conventioun,  It  is 
thocht  meitt  that  thair  nixt  Afferablie  fall  begin  the  firft  Tuefday  of  06lo- 
ber  nixt  to  come,  in  the  particular  places  following  ;  quher  being  conveinit 
they  fall  choofe  at  thair  awin  optioun  the  fame,  or  luch  vther  places  with- 
in thair  bounds  as  they  think  moft  expedient  therafter  ;  and  ib  furth  fra 
tyme  to  tyme,  as  they  fall  appoint  and  think  meitteft.  [Always]  for  the 
firft  tyme,  [and  next  AfTembly,  lall  conveen  as  followeth,  viz.]  the  Synodall 
of  Orknay  in  Kirkwall  ;  of  Cathnes  in  Dornoch  ;  of  Rofe  in  the  Channon- 
rie  ;  of  Murray  in  Elgin  ;  of  Bamfe  in  Torrie  ;  of  Aberdein  in  Aberdein  ; 
of  Angus  and  Mernes  in  Brechin  ;  of  Dunkeld  in  Dunkeld  ;  of  Dum- 
blane  in  Dumblane  ;  of  Fyfe  and  Perth  in  Sanft  Androes  ;  of  Lowthiane 
in  Edenburgh  ;  of  Merfe,  Teviotdaill,  and  Tweddall,  in  Lawder  ;  of 
Nithefdaile  in  Dumfreis  ;  of  Galloway  in  Wigtoun  ;  of  Kyle,  Carrick, 
and  Cuninghame,  in  Air ;  of  Clidefdaill,  Ranfrew,  and  Lennox,  in 
Glafgow. 

The  Kirk  requeiftit  my  Lord  Secreitar  to  intreat  with  his  Majeftie,  that 
the  Generall  Affemblie  may  be  geirlie  heirafter  obferved,  [or  oftner  as  oc- 
cafion  lliall  be  offered  ;]  and  to  vnderfland  quhat  tyme  his  Majeftie  thinks 
meitt  for  [holding]    the  nixt  conventioun. 

Anent  the  doubt  movit,   Whither  it  be  leifum  to  any  towne  or  citie 

4  N 
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quher  ther  is  ane  Vniverfitie  [in  the  fame,]  and  a  part  of  the  parochin  of 
the  laid  towne  lyand  to  landwart,  but  their  confents  and  votis,  to  ele6l  a 
Minifter  to  the  whole  parochin  and  Vniverfitie,  pretending  the  priviledge 
of  ane  old  vie  and  cuftome  :  The  Kirk  has  vottit  therto  negando,  That  it 
is  not  leifum  fo  to  doe. 

[Touching  matters  pertaining  properly  to  General  and  Provincial  Af- 
femblies  :  Certain  heads  being  read  which  were  agreed  on  in  the  late  con- 
ference holden  betwixt  certain  of  the  King's  Majelties  Comniiflioners  and 
i'uch  others  of  the  Miniflry  called  be  his  Grace  to  that  efFe6l,  the  AiFembly 
thought  meet  they  fliould  be  farther  confidered  till  afternoon.  C] 


SelTio  6" 

Anent  the  held  red  before  noone,  referrit  to  farther  deliberation :  The 
Moderatour  declairit  that  the  matter  in  a  pairt  being  reafonit  in  privie 
conference,  they  had  pennit  two  articles,  quhilk  they  thought  good  the 
Affemblie  Ibuld  judge  vpon,  and  to  vote  the  fame  if  they  find  it  expedient  ; 
quhilk  being  red  and  advyfit  with,  the  haill  brether  gave  coufent  thereto  ; 
of  the  quhilk  articles  this  is  the  tenour  : 

It  is  found  that  all  fuch  as  the  Scripture  appointeth  Governours  of  the 
Kirk  of  God,  as,  namelie,  Paftours,  Doclours,  and  Elders,  may  conveinc 
to  Generall  Affemblies,  and  vote  in  ecclefiafticall  matters ;  and  all  vthers 
that  hes  any  fute  or  vther  things  to  propone  to  the  AflTemblie,  may  be  ther 
prefent  and  give  in  thair  futes,  and  propone  things  profitable  to  the  Kirk, 
and  heir  reafoning,  but  fall  not  vote. 

2.  There  are  foure  offices  ordinar  fett  down  to  vs  be  the  Scripture,  to 
witt,  Paftours,  Do6lours,  Elders,  and  Deacons.  The  name  of  a  Bifchop 
ought  not  to  be  taken  [as  it  hath  been]  in  Papiftrie  ;  but  it  is  commoun  to 
all  Paftours  and  Miniflers. 

[The  AiFembly  ordained  a  citation  to  be  dire6led  furth  to  lummond  Mr 
David  Cuninghame,  Bifliop  of  Aberdeen,  to  compear  before  the  Prefby- 
tries  of  Glalgovv  and  Stirline,  the  21  day  of  June  nixt  to  come,  in  the 
tdun  of  Stirline  where  they  fliould  be  aflembled  for  the  time,  to  be  tryed, 
if  he  be  guilty  of  the  flander  of  adultery  committed  with  Elfpeth  Sud- 
derland,  or  any  other  perfon  ;  and  if  he  fliall  be  found,  be  good  appear- 
ance, to  be  criminal  or  guilty,  after  the  faid  triall,  to  fulpend  him  from  the 
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funclion  of  tlie  Miniftry,  to  the  next  AHemblj  ;  and  to  futnmond  him  to 
compear  before  them,  to  hear  the  determination  of  the  whole  brethren 
thereanent ;  and  that  the  fummond,  which  is  to  be  dire6led  againft  him, 
be  executed  perfonally,  if  he  can  be  apprehended  ;  and  failing  thereof,  at 
the  Kirks  of  New  and  Old  Aberdeen,  and  his  dwelling-  places,  be  the  Mi- 
nifters  of  New  and  Old  Aberdeen.  C.  &  B.] 

Anent  vilitatioun  :  The  Kirk,  after  reafoning-,  hes  found  that  it  is  lau- 
fuU  and  necclfar  at  this  tyme  ;  but  continuand  the  forme  therof,  and  the 
reil  of  the  circumllances  therof,  heirafter  to  be  reafbned. 


Seffio  7*' 

[The  AiFembly  continued  the  anfwers  to  bills  and  fupplications  to  the 
end  of  the  Affembly,  that  the  weighty  matters  might  be  difcuffed.   C] 

Anent  the  heids  of  vilitatioun,  and  circumftances  left  to  farther  con- 
fideration  :  At  the  defyre  of  my  Lord  Privie  Scale,  the  Affemblie  dire6lit 
Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Andro  Melvill,  Thomas  Blackburne,  NicoU  Dalgleifh, 
Andro  Polwart,  and  Thomas  Buchannan,  to  conferre  with  the  Kings 
Commiffioners  [in  the  He  of  the  Kirk]  theranent,  [and  upon]  lick  vther 
matters  as  falbe  communicat  to  them. 

[The  Affembly  ordained  Mr  Craig  to  take  two  or  three  brethren  with 
him,  to  urge  the  Mailer  of  Gray  to  the  performance  of  his  promile  made, 
in  prefence  of  the  King,  at  the  baptifm  of  his  beam,  which  was  to  fubfcribe 
the  Confeffion  of  Faith,  and  to  iee  him  fubfcrive  as  faid  is.  C] 

In  prefence  of  the  haill  Affemblie,  compeirit  my  Lord  Maxwell,  and 
declairit,  that  be  the  Kings  Majefties  command,  he  compeirit  before  the 
faid  Affemblie,  as  he  had  [found]  caution  for  that  effe6l  befor  the  Counfell 
to  compeir  before  them  this  day  ;  and,  in  relpe6l  of  his  obedience,  proteflit 
his  cautioner  Ibuld  be  fred,  and  tooke  inllruments  vpon  his  protellatioun 
and  compeirance. 

The  Affemblie,  in  refpedl  they  know  not  the  caufe  of  his  compeirance, 
nor  the  Kings  Majefties  command  theranent,  defyrit  him  to  be  prelentthe 
morne  befor  noone  ;  and,  in  the  meane  tyme,  craving  his  Hienes  Commif- 
fioners knawledge  heiranent.  The  faids  Commiffioners  proteflit  that  his 
caution  fould  no  wayes  be  fred,  quhill  his  Majefties  mynd  be  returnit  be 
them  to  the  Afl'emblie. 
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Seffio  8»- 

Anent  the  propofition  of  the  Kings  Majefties  Comtniflioners,  made  to 
the  haill  Aflemblie,  to  refolve,  begoodandcommoun  deliberatioun,  if  they 
will  accept  the  Bifchops  [with  the  conditions]  fett  downe  in  the  conference 
had  betuixt  certaine  of  his  Majefties  Connfall  and  certaine  of  the  brether  of 
the  Miniftrie,  or  if  they  will  refufe  :  The  Kirk  continewit  thair  anfuer 
quhill  the  morne,  after  thair  reiding  publicklie  of  the  haill  conference. 

[The  Kings  Commiffioners,  after  publick  reafoning  with  the  brethren 
above  named,  came  to  the  Affembly,  and  the  Thefaurer  proponed,  that 
either  it  behoved  them  to  approve  the  whole  conference  whereunto  his 
Majeftie  agreed  ;  or  elfe  that  all  things  muft  remain  as  they  were  ;  for  ex- 
cept the  eftate  of  Bifliops  were  received  as  was  agreed  in  that  conference, 
the  King  wonld  grant  nothing.  C] 

Compeirit  the  Erie  of  Mortoun,  Lord  Maxwell  [andfome  others  :  Lord 
Maxwell]  being  accufit  for  heiring  of  Mefs,  and  the  adl  of  the  Kings  Majef- 
ties Privie  Counfell  being  red  for  the  fatisfa6tioun  of  the  Kirk  theranent,  he 
anfwered,  He  had  fatisfied  the  Kings  law,  and  defyrit  the  conference  of 
learnit  men  concerning  the  religioun  and  participation  of  the  Lords  table. 


Seffio  9^ 

[Certain  heads  advifed  on  in  the  privat  conference  being  proponed  to 
confultation,  the  Affembly  for  the  moft  part  voted,  that  the  heads  of  the 
conference  mentioned  yellernight  be  firft  confidered,  to  the  effecfl  they  may 
refolve  upon  the  anfwer.   C] 

Anent  the  articles  aggried  [upon]  in  the  conference  haldin  at  Halierude- 
hous,  betuixt  certaine  appointit  be  the  Kings  Majeftie  of  his  Counfell,  and 
certaine  of  the  Miniftrie  callit  be  his  Hienes  to  that  effe6l  :  The  particulars 
being  oppinly  red,  the  brether  aggreeit  to  the  firft  article,  it  being  conceivit 
in  thir  termes  : 

It  is  condifcendit,  that  the  name  of  a  Bifchop  hes  a  fpecial  charge  and 
fundlioun  annexit  to  it  be  the  Word  of  God,  the  fame  that  the  ordinar 
Paftour  hes. 

Anent  the  remanent  articles  of  the  faid  conference  :  It  was  thoght  good, 
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firfl,  to  lay  fome  grounds  to  realbn  on  :  And,  firft,  after  reatoniiig,  it  was 
concludit,  That  it  is  laufuU  to  the  Generall  Affemblie  to  adniitt  a  Paftour, 
[Bifhop]  or  Minifter  haveand  a  benefice  prefentit  be  the  Kings  Majeftie 
vnto  the  fame. 

Sicklyke,  That  vifitatioun  is  in  the  perfon  of  Paftours. 

Item,  The  Generall  Affemblie  may  fend  a  man,  accompanied  with  fiich 
as  the  Prefbitrie  fall  adjoyne  to  him  in  vifitatioun. 


Sefljo  lO^'- 

In  anfuering  to  the  heids  of  the  conference  had  betuixt  certaine  of  his 
Majefties  Counfall,  and  certaine  of  the  brether  at  his  command,  the  haill 
Affemblie  declares,  that  be  the  name  of  a  Bifchop,  they  only  meane  fuch 
a  Bifchop  as  is  defcryvit  be  Paul  ;  and  fwa  vnderftanding,  they  aggrie  with 
the  3  article  of  the  faid  conference. 

Concerning  the  4  article  :  It  is  aggried,  that  the  Bifchop  may  be  ap- 
pointed be  the  Generall  Affemblie  to  vifite  certaine  bounds,  to  be  limitat 
to  him  ;  and,  in  vifitatioun  therof,  he  fall  proceid  be  advyce  of  the  Synod- 
all  Affemblie,  and  fuch  as  they  fall  adjoyne  to  him. 

In  receiving  of  prefentatiouns,  and  giving  coUatiouns  of  benefices,  he  fall 
proceid  be  the  advyce  and  vote  of  the  Prefljytrie  quher  the  benefice  lyis, 
and  of  certaine  Affeflburs  to  be  joynit  to  him,  at  the  leaft  of  the  niofl  part 
of  the  Prefljyterie  and  Aflfelfours,  vnto  the  tyme  the  Prefljyteries  be  better 
confl;itute,  and  the  Generall  Kirk  take  farther  ordour.  The  fame  Affeff- 
ours,  at  the  firft  tyme,  falbe  nominat  [and  chofen]  be  the  Generall  Affem- 
blie. 

Seffio  ll"- 

He  falbe  fubiedl,  in  relJ3e6l  he  is  a  paftour,  as  vther  paftours  are,  to 
be  tryed  and  cenfured  in  his  lyfe  and  do6lrine  be  the  Prelbytrie  or  Synod- 
all  Affemblie ;  and  becaufe  be  hes  commilBoun  of  the  Generall  Aflem- 
blie,  in  that  refpe(!il  to  be  tryed  be  them. 

If  he  admitt  or  deprive  without  the  confent  of  the  moft  part  of  the 
Preftjyterie  and  Counlell,  the  deed  to  be  null  ;  and  the  doing  therof  [to 
be]  ane  fufficient  caufe  of  deprivatioun  of  him. 
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His  power  to  be  ordinis  caiila,  non  jurifdiftionis. 

Qulier  they  that  are  commonly  called  Bifchops  may  not  overtake  the 
haill  bounds,  callit  of  auld  Dyocie,  Commillioners  falbe  prefentit  be  his  Ma- 
jeftie  to  the  Generall  Aliemblie,  and  admittit  be  them  therto,  as  the  faids 
Bifchops  are  to  theirs,  and  to  be  comptabill  allanerlie  to  the  [faid]  Affem- 
blie  for  thair  commiffionn  ;  and  the  Bifchops  to  have  no  power  within 
thair  bounds  more  nor  they  have  within  his  bounds. 

The  Commiflioners  being-  elefilit  as  faid  is,  to  have  a  lyke  counfell  and 
power  in  the  exccutioun  of  thair  office,  as  the  Bifchops  hes. 

The  Commillioners  appointit  to  vifite  in  thair  Frefbitries  or  thair  par- 
ticular Kirks,  as  the  Prelbitries  or  Synodall  Aflemblies  iall  think  good,  not 
prejudging  the  Preibyteries  particular  vifitatioun. 

The  fame  caufe  of  lyfe  and  do6lrine  to  depryve  a  Bifchop  or  Commif- 
lioner,  that  depryves  a  Minifter. 

The  14  article  :  Aggried  therto. 

Anent  the  Affemblies  :  The  firft  article  aggried  to. 

The  Commiffioners  for  the  Kings  Majeftie  proteftit,  in  relpedl  the 
Affembiie  lies  cailin  downe  that  quhilk  was  requyrit  in  the  conference 
haldin  at  Halierude  hous  [betwixt  certain  of  his  Counfel  and  of  the  Mi- 
niftry,]  that  nothing  done  neither  in  the  laid  Conference,  nor  [in]  this 
Affembiie,  have  any  force  or  effedl ;  and,  namelie,  in  refpe6l  they  have 
fubiedlit  Bifchops  to  the  tryall  and  cenfure  of  Prelbyteries  and  Synodall 
Ailemblies. 

In  relpefil  of  the  quhilk  proteftation,  the  Affembiie  immediatlie  dire6lit 
to  the  Kings  Majeftie  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  James  Mertin,  and  Patrick  Gal- 
loway, to  informe  his  Grace  concerning  this  matter. 


Seffio  IS''- 

The  brether  dire6lit  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  gefternight,  reportit,  That  his 
Majeftie  could  not  aggrie  that  Bifchops  and  Commiffioners  fould  be  vther- 
ways  tryed  then  be  the  Generall  Affembiie. 

In  refpeft  of  the  tyme,  the  Affembiie  thoght  it  expedient,  albeit  it  be 
thoght  laufull  and  reafonabill  be  them,  that  the  tryall  and  cenfureing  of 
the  Paftours  be  in  the  Prefljyteries  quher  they  remane  ;  nottheles,  that 
the  tryall  and  cenfureing  of  fuch   Paftours  as  the  Generall  Affembiie  fall 
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give  commillioim  to  vilite,  falbe  in  the  hand  of  the  faid  Aflemblie,  or  fiich 
as  they  lall  depiit,  quhill  farder  ordour  be  tane  be  the  General  Affemblie. 

[Unto  this  ordinance  the  Kings  Commiirioners  do  confent,  and  pafs  from 
their  former  proteftation.  C] 

Ordaines  Mr  Andro  Melvill  to  pen  a  ftivourable  letter  to  the  French 
Minifters,  quho  are  to  repare  within  the  countrey  be  the  Kings  Majefties 
licence,  ail'ureing  tliem  of  the  travells  of  the  Kirk  at  Hienes  hand  and 
burrovris. 

Anent  the  continuance  of  the  commiffioun  givin  to  Commiffioners  ap- 
pointit  be  the  Gcnerall  AfTemblie  :  It  is  refolvit,  that  the  faid  Commil- 
lioners  fall  continue  in  that  charge  for  a  geir  nixt  to  come,  and  from  thence 
furth,  according  as  the  faid  Affemblie  fall  think  expedient. 

[The  brethren  are  warned  to  repare  to  the  Abbey  the  morne  at  ten 
hours;  and,  for  that  caule,  that  they  depart  not.  C] 

SelTio  13-- 

[]For  as  much  as  there  abideth  a  weighty  a(5lion  to  be  yet  entreated,] 
concerning  the  appellatioun  interponit  be  the  Bifchop  of  San6l  Androes 
from  the  proces  and  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  led  and  pronuncit 
againit  him  be  the  Synodall  Aflemblie  of  Fyfe  :  It  was  thoght  meitt,  that 
Mr  Patrick  Galloway  and  John  Duncanfone  pafle  down  to  the  Kings  Ma- 
jeftie,  to  defyre,  if  his  Grace  think  good,  that  certaine  of  his  Counfell  be 
appointit,  with  certaine  of  the  brether  to  be  norainat  be  the  Affemblie,  to 
light  the  faid  procelFe  and  appellatioun,  before  the  iarae  be  brocht  in  pub- 
lick  judgment  and  fight  of  the  Affemblie. 

His  Majefties  anfuer  being  returnit,  that  he  aggried  vnto  the  faid  defyre, 
[and  appointed  the  morn  at  ten  hours  to  that  effe6l  :  The  brethren  nomi- 
nated Mr  Robert  Font,  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  Mr  Andrew  Polwart,  Mr  Nicol 
Dagleifli,  Mr  James  Balfour,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  Adam  Johnlloun, 
John  Duncanlbn,  to  conveen  with  his  Graces  Commifiioners  to  the  effe6l 
forfaid  at  the  hour  appointed  ;  and  ordaineth  David  Fergufon  to  fupply  the 
abfence  of  the  Moderator  till  his  returning.  C] 

Anent  commilfioun  of  vifitatioun  either  be  Bifchops  or  vthers  :  The 
Affemblie  declares,  that  all  the  faids  commidiouns  fall  ceafe  and  take  no 
effedl  in  tyme  comeing,  without  new  commiflioun  from  the  Generall  Ai- 
femblie  vnto  them  for  that  effect. 
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[Ordains  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  David  Lindlay,  David  Fergufon,  Mr 
Andrew  Hay,  to  confider  and  make  a  choice,  out  of  tlie  vrliole  number  of 
the  brethren,  of  the  molt  godly,  difcreet,  and  qualified  for  the  faid  viiita- 
tion,  and  to  give  in  their  names  to  my  Lord  Secretar. 

Touching  the  order  of  the  Prefbytries  :  The  confideration  and  judgment 
therof  being  already  referred  to  my  Lord  Clerk  of  Regifter,  fo  many  of 
the  brethren  as  have  any  doubt,  or  would  be  fatisfied  thereanent,  are 
required  to  repair  to  him,  where  with  reafon  they  will  be  refolved. 

For  anfwering  bills  and  queftions  :  The  Affemblie  ordaineth  their  breth- 
ren, John  Brand,  Mr  Andrew  Mylne,  John  Clapperton,  Mr  George  Pa- 
terlbn,  James  Anderfon,  Mr  James  Melvill,  Elder,  and  Johne  Mack- 
corne,  to  conveen  the  morn,  at  fix  hours  in  the  morning,  in  the  Ifle  of  the 
Kirk,  and  there  anfwer  thereto  ;  remitting  allwayes  fuch  as  are  weighty 
and  of  difficulty  to  the  whole  Affembly  ;  and  that  the  faid  John  Brand  re- 
ceive the  faid  bills  and  queftions,  and  deliver  them  to  the  Clerk  to  be  fub- 
fcrived  be  him  ;  otherways  the  Clerk  to  refufe  them. 


Sefiio  14»- 

Such  of  the  brethren  as  pretend  any  doubt  concerning  the  order  of  the 
Prefbytries,  are  ordained  to  repair  to  the  Clerk  Regifter  ;  who  being  fatif- 
fied  with  reafon,  the  order  may  be  eftablilhed. 

Sicklike,  In  refpe6l  of  the  matter  of  appellation  of  the  Bifhoj)  of  San6l 
Andrews  from  the  Synod  of  Fife,  and  the  head  of  the  Coram ifTioners,  and 
other  weighty  caufes  yet  unrefolved  :  The  brethren  are  warned  to  ftay  till 
tome  order  be  takin  therein.  C] 


Seffio  15^- 

Ordaines  two  or  thrie  of  every  Countrey  to  refbrt  to  my  Lord  Clerk 
Regifter,  to  vifite  the  platt  of  Minifters  ftipends,  and  ficklyke  of  the  Pref- 
byteries,  and  ordour  therof,  quher  they  may  give  thair  advyce  and  be  beft 
fatisfied. 

Quher  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  his  houfe  makes  refidence,  it  is  found 
mcit,  that  they,  with  his  Graces  Minifters,  be  of  that  Prefljytrie  quher  they 
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make  thair  refidence  ;  and  the  ame  to  he  viiderftood  of  the  Nohihtie,  thair 
houfe  and  Miniflrie. 

The  letter  ordainit  to  be  diredl  to  the  French  Minifters  being'  red,  was 
thocht  nieit  to  be  wrytin  ovir,  and  delyverit  to  Monlieur  Miileine  vnder 
the  fubfcriptioiin  of  the  Moderatour  and  Clark. 


Seffio  16^- 

Forfameikle  as,  in  the  conference,  fome  things  were  thocht  meit  to  be 
proponed  to  the  Airemblie,  concerning-  the  matter  of  the  appellatioim 
[interponit]  be  the  Bifchop  of  San6l  Androes  from  the  procefs  and  fen- 
tonce  of  the  Synodall  AITemblie  of  Fyfe  led  and  pronounced  againft  him  : 
The  brether  of  the  faid  Synodall,  fo  many  as  were  prefent  being  de- 
fyrit  to  remove,  proteftit  concerning  that  afilioun,  that  the  AITemblie 
lould  proceid  in  forme,  and  take  in  the  appellatioun  with  the  proceiFe  ; 
lieare  the  alledgances  of  the  appellant,  and  thair  anthers,  offering  them 
I'eady  inllantlie  to  anfuer  ;  and  fo  accordinglie  to  proceid  and  judge ; 
vtherwayes  howl'oevir  they  judgit,  proceidit  or  fentencit  in  that  matter,  that 
it  fould  be  no  prejudice  to  thair  proces  nor  fentence,  nor  to  them,  nor  to 
the  haill  Kirk  of  Scotland. 

The  brether  for  the  moft  part  vottit,  not  to  entir  in  the  rigorous  dif- 
cuffing  of  the  appellatioun  and  proces  forlaid,  but  to  be  a  mids  therin, 
fuch  as  was  proponit  in  wryte,  and  red  be  the  Moderatour  opinly  vnto 
them  ;  quherof  the  tenour  is  this  : 

If  the  Bii'chope,  be  his  hand  wryte,  or  perfonall  appeirance  in  the  Af- 
ferablie,  in  Gods  prefence  will  deny,  that  ever  he  either  publicklie  profeii, 
or  meaned  in  any  fort  to  acclaime  a  liipremacie,  or  to  be  judge  to  vther 
Paftours  or  Minifters,  or  evir  allowit  the  fame  to  have  any  ground  in  Gods 
Word  ;  and  if  he  had  fo  done,  it  had  bein  ane  errour,  and  againft  his  con- 
Icience  and  knowledge  : 

'2.  If  he  will  deny,  that,  in  the  laft  Synodall  AlFemblie,  he  claimit  to  be 
judge  therto ;  and  if  he  did,  that  in  that  he  errit,  and  in  his  imperious  be- 
haviour and  contempt  of  the  faid  Synodall  and  his  brethren  prefent,  and 
crave  ovirlight  therof,  and  promife  ane  good  behaviour  in  tyme  to  come  : 

3.  If  he  will  promife  to  acclaime  no  farther  nor  he  may  juftlie  be  Gods 
Word,  and  according  to  the  lait  conference,  and  indevoure  himfelf  in  all 

4  o 
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behalffis  to  (lievv  himfelfe,  in  all  tynie  to  come,  ane  moderate  Paftour,  [and] 
in  fo  farre  as  lie  may  be  able,  ane  Bifchop  prefcryvit  by  Paul,  and  to  lub- 
mitt  his  lyfe  and  do5lrine  to  the  judgement  [and  cenfure]  of  the  Generall 
Afiemblie,  without  any  reclamatioun,  provocatioun,  or  appellatioun  ther- 
fra  in  any  tynie  conieing  : 

For  his  Miyeftles  fatiffa6lioun,  and  to  give  teftimonie  with  quhat  good 
Avill  we  wald  obey  his  Hienes,  in  fo  farre  as  we  might  and  ought,  or 
in  confcience  we  may  ;  and  for  the  good  hope  we  have  of  his  Majefties 
[favourable]  concurrence  in  building  of  the  houfe  of  God,  and  for  quyet- 
nes  to  continue  in  the  Kirk  of  God»within  this  realme ;  and  becaule  the 
proces  of  excommunicatioun  was  led,  and  the  fentence  pronuncit  dureing 
the  tyme  of  the  conference,  quhervpon  his  Majeilie  hes  takin  occaiion  of 
offence,  quhilk,  for  many  good  caufes,  were  convenient  to  be  removit  ; 
We  will  forbeare  to  examine  the  faid  proces,  or  to  decyde  quhatloevir 
provocatioun  or  appellatioun  ;  or  to  call  in  doubt  the  legalitie  [or  forme] 
of  the  faid  procelie,  or  condemn  the  faid  Synodall ;  yet,  for  the  relpeets 
forfaids,  and  for  good  and  weghtie  conlideratiouns,  we  hald  the  faid  pro- 
ces [and  lentence]  as  vnled,  vndeducit  or  pronuncit,  and  repone  the  faid 
Bifchop,  in  all  rcfpedls  lb  [for]  as  may  concerne  the  fold  procelTe  and  len- 
tence of  excommunication,  in  the  former  eftatc  he  was  in  immediately  bc- 
for  the  fame,  lykeas  no  proces  or  fentence  had  bein  [led  and]  deduceit  agaius 
him ;  provyding  always  he  obferve  quhat  hes  bein  promiied  be  him  in  the  pre- 
mifles,  and  behave  himfelfe  duetifullie  in  his  vocatioun  in  all  tyme  comcing. 

[Touching  Articles  to  be  proponed  to  his  IMajellieand  Counfel :  Certain 
being  conceived  in  write  and  read  in  Affemblj',  were  ordained  to  be  prefent- 
cd  and  craved,  whereof  the  tenor  follows.   C.  &  B.] 

[Humble  petitions  of  the  Miniflry,  couveened  at  the  Generall  Affem- 
bly  of  the  Kirk,  to  the  Kings  Majeilie,  for  fouie  matters  tending  to 
the  eilablilhing  of  the  Policy  of  the  fame  Kirk.  C] 

It  will  pleafe  gour  Majeilie  to  take  fome  fubflantious  ordour,  how  the 
counLrey  may,  without  delay,  be  purgit  of  the  pefliferous  fe6l  of  Jeluitcs ; 
I'peciallie  of  I'uch  quho  for  the  freindlhip  in  the  North  is  hielie  authorizit  ; 
quho,  althogh  they  have  bein  fummound  to  vnderly  the  law,  and  alFyfe 
fuuunouud  lor  that  eliecl,  get  thair  none  compeirance  being  difpenllt  with, 
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thoy  frielie  gangand  throw  the  countrey,  meaning-  nothing  loffe  then  to  de- 
part, and  Jefuites  foorth  of  the  Sonth  and  foorth  of  France  repairing  of 
new  to  them. 

Item,  That  feeing  papirtry  abonnds  in  the  North  be  realbn  of  the 
fcant  of  qualified  Minilters  therin,  for  laick  of  fuflicient  provilioun  and 
Itipend  ;  and  therfor  that  afllgnatiouns  be  made  vnto  them  conformable 
vnto  the  Miniftrie  in  the  South  ;  and  that  the  thrids  ther  be  not  alFignit 
to  the  Kirks  in  the  South,  quhill  thair  awin  Kirks  be  firiT;  provydit  fnffici- 
entlie ;  and  {'ucli  as  hes  bein  vtherwayes  dii'ponit  [may]  be  dilchargit. 

3.  That  Judges  may  be  appointit  in  all  Uiyres  for  executioun  of  the  a6ls 
of  Parliament,  made  againil  the  breakers  of  the  Sabbath  day,  adulterers, 
and  fuch  oppin  trangreilburs  of  Gods  law. 

4-.  That,  in  the  cheife  bnrrowllounes,  ther  be  teaching  ordinar  4  tymes 
in  the  weik,  befyd  the  dilcipline,  vifitatioun  of  the  feik,  ordinar  to  Paftours, 
and  vthers  charges  ;  that  two  Minirters  [therfor]  be  appointit  to  iiich 
tcjwnes. 

5.  That  ordour  may  be  takin  how  the  Colledge  Kirks  may  be  i'ervit. 

G.  That  ordour  may  be  takin  for  manfes  and  gleibs  to  Minilters  make- 
and  reiidence  at  Abbay  Kirks  ;  as  alfo  fuch  as  hes  or  ilill  have  manfes  or 
gleibs,  {liU  have  thair  necelfars  therto,  liicli  as  fewell  and  palionrage,  with 
feale  and  divot,  as  was  v/ont  [to  be]  of  befoir. 

7'.  That  all  gifts  of  benefices  having  the  cure  of  faules  annexit  to  them, 
dilponit  be  his  Majeftie  pleno  jure,  and  not  qualified  perfons  prefentit  to 
them  with  ordinar  tryall  and  collatioun  following  theron,  may  be  declairit, 
according  to  the  Kings  Majellies  lawis  already  made,  null ;  and  that  his 
Hienes  will  give  new  prefentations  thervpon  to  qualified  perfons  ;  and  the 
nuUitie  of  the  former  gift  to  be  difcuffed  afweiil  be  way  of  exceptioun  as 
a6lioun. 

8.  That  all  prefentationes  or  gifts  of  benefices  of  cure  lelTe  nor  Prelacies,  dil- 
ponit, as  Weill  be  his  Majellie  as  [be]  a  lawit  patrone,  vtherwayes  then  to  qua- 
lified Miniiters,  or  in  any  extraordinar  forme  not  allowable  to  the  commoun 
law  of  the  municipall  laws  of  this  realme,  and  forme  oblervit  in  the  reformit 
Kirk  of  the  lame  iince  his  Majefties  coronatioun,  may  be  annullit,  and  new 
prefentations  granted  to  qualified  Minifters  ;  admitting  the  nullitie  to  be 
difcuffed  afweiil  be  way  of  exceptioun  as  adlioun. 

9.  That  all  collatiouns  grantit  be  men  that  had  no  commiilioun,  nor 
ecclefialticall  funftioun  in  the  Kirk,   nor   of  that   place  and   countrie  the 
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tyiue  of  tho  ^'iving-  of  the  collatioun,  to  be  declairit  null,  and  tho  fruites  le- 
queftrat,  at  the  leaft  quliill  the  perfons  claimand  rycht  be  fiich  collatioun,  be 
of  new  examined,  tryed,  and  admitted,  if  he  be  found  worthie  be  them 
quho  llilbe  appointed  for  that  effe6l,  and  authorized  be  this  prefent 
Affemblie. 

10.  That  the  benefices  of  cure  vnder  prelacies,  quhervnto  Minilters  are 
admitted,  may  be  frie  from  payment  of  the  firft  fruites  and  fyft  penny,  and 
may  have  their  lignatours  of  prefentatioun  exped  be  the  Privie  Seale,  on 
his  Majefties  aw'm  fubfcriptioun  only  and  the  Secretars,  without  any  pay- 
ment or  caution  found  to  the  Thefaurer  ;  and  I'uch  poore  men  as  hes  al- 
readie  payit  or  found  cautiouu  [for  payment,]  quherof  my  Lord  Thelaurer 
hes  not  alreadie  cliarg-it  him  in  his  comptis,  to  have  the  lame  refoundit  to 
them,  or  diichargeit. 

1.1.  Seing  the  fault  of  non  depryving  the  vnworthie,  culpable,  and  non 
refident  JNIinifters  proceids  of  this,  that  fundrie  of  the  Bifchops  hes  bein 
negligent  in  fundrie  places  ;  in  fome  vther  parts  ther  are  no  Biichops  or 
Commifiioners,  and  fo  the  a6ls  are  not  execute  ;  the  Bookes  of  Modifica- 
tioun  full  of  [a  number  of]  fuch  perfons  as  hes  nevir  fliawin  themfelves  as 
[Minillers :]  Ihat,  therfor,  ane  commillionu  be  given  to  aue  or  ma  quali- 
fied ])errons,  [Mitiifters,]  to  litt  in  Edinburgh,  and  call  the  non  rtfidents,  and 
vthers  delatit  to  be  worthie  of  deprivatioun,  and  deprive  them,  quher  ther 
may,  be  confultatione  of  learnit  men  had,  and  the  proces  may  be  led  without 
boait  or  feare. 

12.  It  is  heavilie  complainit  be  many  poore  men,  Miniftersand  Reidars, 
having  perfonnges  and  viccarages  adignit  to  them  for  thair  ftipends,  that  they 
are  exorbitantly  and  vngodly  vfed  in  taxatiounes,  thair  benefices  being  lang 
fyne  decayit  throw  the  want  of  corps  prefents,  vpmoil  claithcs,  pafch  fync s, 
offerands,  and  iiich  lyke  things,  viuallie  payit  in  time  of  Papiilrie,  quhilk 
was  the  principall  part  [of  the  rents]  of  many  perfonages  and  viccarages; 
and  get  they  man  pay  the  extremitie  of  the  auld  taxatioun  according  to 
the  rait  as  rentalls  then  were,  at  the  leall  without  any  releife  ;  quher  the 
moft;  part  of  the  Prelates  exeimit  from  preaching  or  fervice  in  the  Kirk, 
gets  thair  haill  relief  of  the  poore  fewars  and  vaffals :  and  that  therfor 
ther  may  be  found  more  ecpiitable  ordour  of  taxatioun  appointit  for  the 
tynie  to  come. 

1-3.  That  it  will  plcafe  his  Grace  to  cauie  coniidcr  qnhat  prelacies  hes 
vaikit  fince  the  acl  of  Parliament  made  in  Oelober  1581  ;  and  that  Ipecial 
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ailigaatioim  be  made  for  fullentatioim  of  the  Minifters  of  the  kirks  belong-- 
ing  to  them,  of  the  readieft  fruits  of  the  fame  kirks  ;  vtherwayes  the  pro- 
vifioun  according-  to  the  a6l  to  be  declairit  null. 

11.  That  the  Bilchops,  Coramiffioners  of  Argyle,  and  of  the  Yles,  may 
be  riibie6l  to  attend  vpon  the  Affemblies  General!,  and  to  keip  thair  Exer- 
ciles  and  Synodal!  Airemblies,  as  in  vther  parts  of  this  realme,  quhilli  is 
ane  furtherance  to  the  Kings  Majellies  obedience  ;  fince  vtherwayes  tliey 
appeir  as  exeimit  out  of  his  doniinioun. 

15.  That  his  Majeftie  will  get  give  dire6liouns  to  fome  perfons  of  ex- 
jierience  and  good  will,  to  fearch,  inquyre,  and  try  the  true  eftate  of  the 
rents  of  all  prelacies  and  vther  benefices  at  this  prefent,  [and]  in  whofe  de- 
fault, and  be  quhat  occalioun  they  are  hurt  and  difmenibrit,  that  thereafter 
the  bell;  remedies  that  is  poIFible  may  be  confidderit  and  provydit  for  help- 
ing of  them  heirafter,  both  for  the  weill  of  the  King  and  the  Kirk. 

16.  That  his  Majellie  will  caufe  the  Lords  of  SelFioun  declare.  Whither 
his  Hienes  or  the  Erie  ofOrknay  hes  right  to  the  patronages  of  the  benefices 
of  Orknay  and  Zetland,  to  the  effe6t  that  titles  of  benefices  conforrit  to 
poore  men,  Minifters,  be  not  ay  in  danger  of  annulling,  vpon  vncertainty 
of  the  right  of  the  patronages. 

17.  That  no  perfons  or  itipends  be  put  in  the  Booke  of  Modificatioun, 
but  only  fuch  as  the  Commillioners  of  the  Kirk  fall  affirme  and  teflifie 
vpon  thair  trueth  to  be  qualifieil  perfons,  [and  a6lually]  making  refidence 
at  thair  kirks. 

18.  That  viccarrage  penfioners  or  flallars,  as  they  vaik,  after  deceis  or 
deprivatioun  of  the  prefent  poU'eirours,  may  accrefl'e  to  be  joynit  to  the 
principal!  benefice,  and  to  be  affignit  to  the  Minlfler  in  his  living  and 
flipend. 

19.  That  all  Reidars  provydit  to  viccarrages  or  flipends  of  befor,  may 
bruik  the  lame  quhill  thair  deceis  or  deprivation  ;  and  nane  to  be  admittit 
to  the  title  of  any  benefice  of  cure  or  flipend  in  the  Booke  of  Modificatioun, 
in  tyn)e  comeing,  bot  qualified  Minifters. 

20.  That  the  hail!  rents  of  the  benefices  of  cure  vnder  prelacies,  difponit 
to  Minifters  fince  his  Hienes  coronatioun,  be  allignit  haill,  and  allowit  to 
them  in  thair  [livings  and]  ftipends. 

21.  That  the  judgement  of  all  caufes  concerning  deprivatioun  of  Mini- 
fters from  benefices  in  the  fecond  inftance,  fall  come  be  way  of  appellatioun 
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to  the  Generall  Affemblie,  and  tlier   take  finall   enJ,    and  not   before  the 
Lords  of  Seflioiin  be  way  of  reduction. 


Sedio  IT''- 

The  quhilk  day  Mr  Andro  Hunter,  Minifter,  made  proteilatioun  pub- 
licklie  in  the  Affemblie  as  follows,  viz.  That  in  reijoedl  that  the  Provinciall 
AH'emblie  of  the  Kirk  of  God,  gatherit  together  in  his  name,  and  haldin 
at  Sandl  Androes  the  12  day  of  Apryle  1.586,  for  manifeft  crymes  [and] 
oppin  contnmacie,  hes  jiiftlie  and  formallie,  according  to  the  word  of  God 
and  fincere  cuftome  of  the  Kirk  of  God,  excommunicat  Mr  Patrick  Adam- 
fone  ;  and  that  in  this  AiTemblie  they  take  on  them  to  abfolve  the  liiid  Mr 
Patrick  from  the  faid  fentence  [of  excommunicatioun,^  the  proceffe  not 
being  tryed  nor  heard  in  publick,  the  perfon  excommunicat  not  fhewing 
no  figns  of  true  repentance,  nor  craving  the  faid  abfolvitour  be  himielfe 
nor  his  procurators  befor  the  verie  tyme  [quherin]  they  abfolve  him  : 
He  therfor  for  his  part,  and  in  name  of  all  vther  true  bretlier  and  Chrifli- 
ans  cjuho  will  [be]  participat  heirof,  taks  God  to  record  of  the  dealing  of 
that  Provincial  and  [this]  Generall  Affembly  ;  proteftit  alfo  befor  the  Al- 
mightie,  his  holy  angels,  and  fantes  heir  conveinit,  that  he  hes  no  affurance 
in  Gods  Word  nor  of  confcience,  to  affent,  allow  or  approve  [this]  his  ab- 
folvitour [yielded  unto  be  them  ;]  and,  therfor,  vnto  the  tyme  he  perceive 
his  converfioun  to  be  true  and  effedluall,  he  cannot  but  hald  him  a  man 
juftlie  delyverit  to  Satan,  notwithftanding  this  his  ablblutioun  :  And  this 
his  proteftation  fubfcrivit  with  his  hand,  he  defyrit  to  be  regiitrat  ad 
perpetuam  memoriam ;  and  therwithall  gave  in  the  fpeciall  realbnes 
moving  him  therto,  premittit  vnto  the  faid  proteftatioun,  as  the  originall  at 
lenth  beares. 

Mrs  Andro  Melvill  and  Thomas  Buchannan  adherit  to  the  proteftatioun 
made  befor. 

[Forafmuch  as  Mr  Patrick  Adamfon,  Biichop  of  Sandl  Androes,  hath 
be  his  fubmilHon  underwritten,  and  prefented  to  the  Generall  Aflembly  of 
the  Kirk,  daited  at  Halierudehous  the  20  day  of  May  1586,  and  fnbfcribed 
with  his  hand,  declared,  that  in  Gods  prefence  he  folemnly  denyed,  that  he 
either  publickly  profeffed,  neither  meaned  in  any  fort  to  acclaim  a  fupremacie 
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to  be  Judge  to  the  Kirk,  or  any  AfTembly  lawfully  conveened,  or  ever 
allowed  the  fame  to  have  a  ground  in  Gods  Word  ;  and  if  he  had  fo  done, 
it  had  been  an  errour  and  againft  his  conlcience  : 

Item,  Denyed,  that  in  the  late  Synodall  Affembly  at  San6l  Androes  he 
acclaimed  to  be  Judge  thereto  ;  and  if  he  did,  in  that  he  erred,  and  will 
remilt  him  to  the  brethren  prelent,  and  crave  overfight  thereof,  and  pro- 
mife  a  good  behaviour  in  time  to  come  : 

Item,  He  will  in  Gods  prefence  promife  to  acclaim  no  further  than  he 
may  jullly  be  Gods  word,  and  according  to  the  late  conference  ;  and  fliall 
be  Gods  grace  endeavour  him  in  all  time  comeing,  to  fliew  himfelf  in  all 
belialfs  a  moderate  Paftour,  and  fo  far,  as  ho  may  be  able,  a  Bilbhop 
prefcribed  be  Paul  ;  and  I'ubmit  the  tryal  of  his  life  and  doSlrine  to  the 
judgment  and  cenfure  of  the  Generall  AfiTembly  in  all  time  coineino-,  ac- 
cording to  the  Word  of  God  ;  as  the  faid  writeingfubfcribed,  as  faid  is,  be 
the  faid  Bifchop,  my  Lord  Jiiflice  Clerk,  Mr  Peter  Young  and  Mr  George 
Young  witiiels  beareth  : — 

Therefor,  and  for  his  Majefties  fatiffadlion,  and  to  give  teftimony  with 
what  good  will  the  laid  AQembly  would  obey  his  Hienes,  fo  far  as  thev 
ought,  or  in  confcience  may  ;  and  for  good  hope  they  have  in  his  Majefties 
favourable  conciuTcnce  in  building  of  the  houfe  of  God  ;  and  for  a  ouiet- 
nefs  to  continue  in  the  Kirk  of  God  within  this  realme  ;  and  becaus  the 
procefs  of  excommunication  was  led  againil  the  faid  BiHiop,  and  the  f'en- 
tence  prouunced  during  the  time  of  the  conference  ;  whereupon  his  Ma- 
jeily  has  taken  occalion  of  offence,  which,  for  many  good  caufes,  were 
convenient  to  be  removed  ;  They  will  therefor  forbear  to  examine  the  (aid 
procefs,  or  decide  whatfomever  provocation  or  appellation,  or  call  in  doubt 
the  legality  or  forme  of  the  faid  procefs,  or  condemn  the  Synodal  ;  yet, 
for  the  refpecls  forefaids,  and  upon  good  and  weighty  conliderations,  they 
hold  the  laid  procefs  and  fentence  as  unled,  and  undeduced  or  pronunced, 
and  repone  the  faid  Billiop  in  all  relpecls,  (b  far  as  may  concern  the  faid 
proce's,  and  fentence  of  excommunication,  in  the  former  ellate  he  was  im- 
mediatly  befor  the  famen,  like  as  no  procefs  and  fentence  had  been  led  and 
deduced  againil  him  ;  jjroviding  always  he  obferve  what  hath  been  pro- 
miled  be  him  in  the  premiffes,  and  behave  himfelf  dutiefullv  in  his  vocation 
in  time  coming.  C.  &  B.] 

[Touching  the  Commiilloners  nominated  be  the  Kings  Majellie  to  vifit 
the   bounds  after  fpecified  :     The  General  AlTembly  of  the  Kirk  advifed 


664  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  158tJ- 

with  the  qualities  of  the  faid  perfons,  and  every  one  of  them,  hath  admitted, 
and  a<lmitteth  them  to  the  iaid  charge  in  the  particular  bounds,  as  fol- 
loweth  : — 

That  is  to  fay,  Robert  Grahame  to  Cathnes  ;  Mr  John  Robertfon  to 
Rofs  ;  Mr  John  Keith  to  Murray  ;  Mr  George  Hay  to  Bamf ;  Mr  Peter 
Bleckburn  to  Aberdeen  ;  John  Arefliin  of  Dun  to  Angus  and  Mernes ; 
James  Anderfon  to  Dumblane  ;  Mr  James  Bryfon  to  Nithifdale  ;  Mr 
David  Lindfay  to  Lothian  ;  Mr  Andrew  Clayhills  to  Merce  and  Tiviot- 
dale  ;  John  Duncanfon  to  Galloway  ;  John  Porterfield  to  Keile,  Cari6l, 
and  Cuninghame  ;  Mr  Andrew  Hay  to  Clidefdale,  Ranfrew  and  Lennox  : 
and  this  their  commiffion  for  the  fpace  of  a  year. 

Touching  beneficed  perfons  meriting  deprivation  :  The  AITembly  hath 
nominated  their  brethren,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  David  Lindiay,  Mr  John 
Craig,  Mr  Nicol  Dagleilli,  John  Brand,  and  any  three  of  them,  to  proceed 
againft  fuch  perfons,  conforme  to  a  commilGon  to  be  granted  to  them  be 
the  Kings  Majeftie,  with  advice  of  his  Counfel  to  that  effefil.  C] 

All  Miniflers  are  exhortit  and  admonifliit  to  judge  charitablie  of  vthers, 
albeit  ther  be  diverfitie  in  thair  opi-.iouns  and  vottis,  remitting  every  man 
to  God  and  his  confcience  ;  and  that  none  publicklie  or  in  pulpitt  quarrell 
or  impugne  the  determinatioun  of  the  Generall  AH'emblie  concerning  the 
appellatioun  from  the  fentence  of  the  Synod  of  FyfFe. 


Selfio  18^ 

The  brethren  direfil  to  the  Kings  Majeflie  with  certaine  articles,  crave- 
ing  prefent  refolutioun,  reportit  his  Majefties  anfuer.  That  in  the  haill 
heids  fand  litle  diflScultie  except  quhilk  is  noted  with  his  Majeflies  hand  : 
His  Hienes  aggried. 


[The  tenor  of  the  faid  Articles.  C] 

1 .  That  ther  be  Generall  Afferablies  once  every  geir,   and  aftir  pro  re 
nata. 
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[Matters  to  be  trailed  in  the  Provincial  AHemblies. 

1.  Thir  Affemblies  are  conftitiit  for  weighty  matters  neceffar  to  be  en- 
treated be  mutual  confent  and  affiftance  of  the  brethren  within  the  Pro- 
vince, as  nead  requireth. 

2.  This  Affemblie  hath  power  to  handle,  order  and  redrefs  all  things 
ommitted  or  done  aniifs  in  the  Particular  Affemblies. 

3.  It  hath  power  to  depofe  the  office  bearers  of  that  Province,  for  good 
and  juft  caufes  dei'erving  deprivation. 

His  Majeflie  agreed  not  with  this  article,  but  in  this  manner  :  It  hath 
power  to  depole  the  office  bearers  of  that  Province,  except  Commiffioners 
and  Bifliops. 

4.  And  generally  thir  Affemblies  have  the  whole  power  of  the  Particular 
Elderfliips  [or  Prelbyteries]  whereof  they  are  to  be  colle6led.  C] 

Matters  to  be  intreattit  in  the  Prelbyteries. 

1.  The  power  of  Prelbitries  is  to  give  diligent  labours  in  the  bounds 
committit  to  thair  charge,  that  the  kirks  be  keipit  in  good  ordour  ;  to  in- 
quyre  diligentlie  of  naughtie  and  vngodlie  perfons,  and  travell  to  bring 
them  in  the  way  [againe,]  be  admonitioun  and  threatning  of  Gods  judge- 
ments, or  be  correfilioun. 

2.  It  appertaines  to  them  to  take  heid  that  the  Word  of  God  be  purelie 
jjreachit  within  thair  bounds,  the  facraments  rightlie  miniftred,  the  dif- 
cipline  mantained,  and  the  eccleliafticall  goods  vncorruptedlie  diftribute. 

3.  It  belongs  to  them  to  caufe  the  ordinances  made  be  the  Affemblies 
Provincial  and  Generall,  to  be  keipit  and  put  in  executioun. 

4.  To  make  conftitutiouns  quhilk  concerns  to  Trpewov  in  the  Kirk,  or  de- 
cent ordour  for  the  particular  kirks  qiiher  they  governe  ;  provyding  they 
alter  no  rules  made  be  the  Provinciall  or  Generall  Affemblies  ;  and  that 
they  make  the  Provincialls  forlaids  privie  to  the  rules  that  they  fall  make  ; 
and  to  abolifch  contlitutiouns  tending  to  the  hurt  of  the  fame. 

5.  It  hes  power  to  excommunicat  the  obilinat. 

His  Majeftie  aggried  vnto  this  fyft  article  after  this  manner  :  It  hes 
power  to  excommunicat  the  obftinat,  formall  proces  being  led,  and  dew 
intervalls  of  tymes  [being  obferved.] 

4  I' 
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6.  Faults  to  be  cenfured  in  the  Prefbytrie  :  Herefie,  papiftrie,  apoflalie, 
idolatrie,  witchcraft,  confulters  with  witches,  contempt  of  the  Word,  not 
relbrting-  to  the  Word,  continuance  in  blafpheraie  againil  God  and  his 
trueth,  perjurie,  incell,  aduUerie,  fornicatioun,  [commoun]  drunkennes. 

Thir  things  for  the  prefent,  and  farther  quhill  ordour  be  takin  in  the 
conference. 

Anent  Particular  Kirks  :  If  they  be  lawfullie  rulit  be  [fufficient]  Mi- 
nillers  and  Seffioun,  they  have  power  and  jurildidlioun  of  their  awin  con- 
ffregatioun  in  matters  ecclefiafticall,  to  take  ordour  therwith  ;  and  things 
that  they  cannot  decyde,  to  bring  them  to  the  Preibyterie. 

Farther,  It  was  fliawin  to  the  faid  AnTemblie  be  the  brether  diredl  to  his 
Majeflie,  that  his  Grace  declairit.  That,  for  tryall  of  any  flander  in  the 
lyfe  and  converfatioun  and  do6lrine  of  Bifchops  or  CommifTioners,  the  faid 
Aflemblie  fould  appoint  a  number  of  brether  in  every  Province,  having 
power  from  the  faid  AlFeniblie  to  try  them  and  take  probatioun,  lead  proces 
therin  betuixt  and  the  nixt  Aflemblie,  if  occafioun  fall  fall  out ;  remitting 
the  finall  fentence  and  determinatioun  to  the  laid  Generall  Aflemblie. 

The  Generall  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk  gives  full  ])ower  and  commiflioun 
to  certain  brether  of  every  Province  to  fummound  befor  them  refpefiliue, 
at  fuch  day  and  place  as  they  fall  think  expedient,  the  Bifchops  and  Com- 
raiffioners,  if  they  find  occalioun  of  flander  to  arife  be  them  in  lyfe,  doc- 
trine, or  converfation,  at  any  tyme  betuixt  and  the  nixt  Generall  Affem- 
blie  ;  and  to  try  and  take  probatioun  therof,  lead  and  deduce  proceiFe 
againft  them,  to  the  fentence  exclulive  ;  remittand  the  finall  judgement 
therin  to  the  faid  Generall  Aflemblie,  [while  order  may  be  taken  be  uni- 
form confent  of  the  brethren  ;  that  is  to  lay,  Mr  Robert  Inneis,  William 
Gray,  Andrew  Anderfon,  for  the  Commiflioner  of  Cathnefs  ;  Mr  George 
Munroe,  Robert  Munro,  Finlay  Manibne,  Andrew  Mylne,  Mr  John 
Rofs,  for  Rofs  ;  Mr  James  Dundafs,  Mr  Alexander  Dowglafs,  Mr  William 
Dowglals,  Mr  Alexander  Rowfone,  Mr  John  Inneis,  Mr  Thomas  Howifon, 
for  the  Commiiiioners  of  Murrey  ;  Mr  James  Duff,  Mr  Gilbert  Gairden, 
John  Philip,  Mr  John  Knox,  for  the  Commiffioners  of  Bamf;  Mr  George 
Paterfon,  Mr  Walter  Stuart,  James  Reid,  John  Strauchan,  Mr  John 
Strauchen,  Mr  Thomas  Bifl'et,  Mr  Duncan  Davidlbn,  David  Howifone, 
for  the  CommiiFioners  of  Aberdeen  ;  William  Chriftefon,  Mr  Andrew 
Mylne,  Mr  William  Morefone,  Mr  James  Melvill,  Mr  James  Balfour,  Mr 
Paul  Frazer,  John  Dure,  for  Angus  and  Mernes  ;  David  Fergufone,  John 
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Dykes,  Mr  John  Caldcleucb,  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  David  Lindfay, 
Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  Adam  Johnfton,  Mr  Nicol  Dagleifli,  or  any  feven  of 
them,  to  try  the  Bifchop  of  San6t  Andrewes,  if  any  new  flander  or  offence 
fall  out ;  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  William  Reid,  Mr  William  Edmirton, 
Mr  William  Glaile,  Mr  John  Abercriimme,  Patrick  Weenies,  for  the  Bif- 
chop of  Dunkelden  ;  Mr  Andrew  Young,  Mr  William  Stirline,  Mr  Ar- 
thure  Futhie,  Patrick  Gillefpie,  for  Dumblane  ;  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr 
Nicol  Dagleiili,  Mr  Walter  Balcanquell,  John  Brand,  Mr  Andrew  Black- 
hall,  Mr  Patrick  Symplon,  Mr  John  Hall,  Mr  Adam  Johnftoun,  for  Lo- 
thian ;  John  Clappertone,  Mr  Thomas  Storie,  William  Balfour,  Robert 
Futhie,  Mr  Archbald  Dowglals,  for  Merce  and  Tiviotdale  ;  Mr  Ninian 
M'clemoguhan,  James  Doddis,  and  the  Minifters  of  Whitterne  and  Dum- 
freis,  for  Nithildaill  ;  John  Mackcorne,  Mr  Peter  Prymerofe,  John  Ing-lis, 
Mr  David  Mylne,  Mr  Robert  Wilkie,  Mr  William  Strang-,  for  Kyle, 
Cari6l  and  Cuningharae  ;  Mr  Andrew  Polwart,  Mr  John  Hamiltoun,  Mr 
Patrick  Sharp,  Mr  Patrick  Davidfone,  Mr  David  Weemes,  Mr  John  David 
Davidfone,  for  Cliddirdaill,  Renfrew  and  Lennox  ;  and  thir  brethren  to 
report  their  procefle  and  tryall  to  the  next  Affemblie,  where  fentence  may 
be  pronunced  according  to  the  qualitie  and  circumftances  of  the  a6lion  : 
and  the  tamen  brethren  refpedlive  according  to  their  Countries  or  Touns, 
and  be  Affeffors  to  the  Commiflioners  of  their  Countries,  and  with  the  ad- 
vice of  their  Prefbyteries,  in  taking  tryall  of  perfons  prefented  to  benefices, 
and  admitting  of  them  ;  except  in  Fife,  where  there  are  appointed  AlFelTors 
to  the  Bifliop,  David  Fergufone,  John  Dykes,  Mr  Adam  Mitchell,  John 
Ure,  Mr  Robert  Wilkie,  Mr  James  Wilkie,  Mr  James  Marline.  C] 

Anent  Moderatours  of  Prefbyteries  :  Quhill  farder  ordour  be  tane,  it 
is  aggreeit  that  quher  the  Bifchops  and  CommilFioners  make  thair  refidence, 
that  in  thefe  Prefbyteries  they  falbe  Moderatours,  except  in  Fyff'e,  quher, 
be  his  Majefties  advyce,  Mr  Robert  Wilkie  is  continuit  Moderatour  of  the 
Prelbytrie  of  San6l  Androes  untill  the  nixt  Synodall  Affemblie. 

At  the  f'lite  of  the  Affemblie,  his  Majeilies  Commiflioners  bes  aggried, 
that  the  priveledge  quhiik  the  Kirk  had  in  the  Seffioun,  of  two  dayes  in 
the  weike  for  calling  thair  acliouns,  f'albe  reftoreit ;  and  John  Lindfav 
and  Mr  Johne  Grahame  to  be  ordinar  waiters  on  theron.  ' 

Sicklyke  aggreit  with  advyce  of  the  faids  Commiflioners,  that  James 
Mowat  be  Solicitar  for  the  Kirk,  if  Mr  George  Mackifon  and  he  be  aggriet. 

[The  General  Affembiy  giveth  full  power  and  conimifllon  to  their  lovit 
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brethren,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  David  Lindfaj,  Mr  Nicol  Dagleiili,  Mr 
Walter  Balcanquell,  Mr  Adam  Johnftoun,  John  Brand,  his  Majefties  Mi- 
nifters,  with  fuch  others  nominated  in  the  commiilion  given  for  depriving- 
beneficed  Minifters,  &c.  that  fiiall  happen  to  be  prefent,  to  prefent  vnto  his 
Majeltie  and  Counl'ell  the  humble  petitiouns,  complaints,  articles  and  heids 
delyverit  to  them,  and,  with  all  due  reverence  and  humble  obedience,  to 
crave  his  Majefties  anluer  thervnto  ;  treat,  conferre,  and  reafon  thervpon, 
and  vpon  fuch  heids  and  articles  as  falbe,  on  his  Majefties  behalfe,  or  be  his 
Graces  Commiffioners,  proponit  to  them  ;  and  quhat  heirin  beis  proceidit, 
to  report  to  the  nixt  Generall  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk.  C.  &  B.] 

[Anent  Minifters  that  are  not  provided  to  flocks  :  The  CommifEoners 
dire6led  to  the  King  fhall  travaill  that  they  may  be  placed  be  advyce  of 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  Countries  and  Prelbytries.  C] 

Anent  the  excommunicatioun  of  Mr  James  Melvill,  Minifter  of  Kilryn- 
nie,  and  certaine  brether  of  Fyfi'e,  be  Patrick  Hamiltoun  and  Samuel  Cun- 
inghame  :  The  Aflemblie  ordaines  the  Prefljyterie  of  San6l  Androes  to 
take  tryall  in  that  matter,  and  put  ordour  to  the  fame,  according  to  the 
qualitie  of  the  offence. 


The  eflate  and  ordour  of  the  Prefljitries,  with  the  bounds  of  the  Com- 
miffioners, prefentit  be  my  Lord  Clerk  of  Regifter,  and  fett  downe 
be  his  Lordlhips  travells,  at  the  requeift  of  the  Kirk. 


5etl/ 


Tingwell. 

Whytnes. 

Vefdeale. 

Quhalfa. 

Skerres. 

Netting. 

Lunafting. 

Braflay. 

Burray. 

Sandfting. 

Ethfting. 


Sandnes. 

Papa. 

Fula. 

Vaus. 

Olaberrie. 

San6l  Colmes  Kirk. 

Croffe  Kirk  [in  Northmaving.] 

Delting. 

Olnafirth. 

Stalifta. 

Fetlare. 
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Hammabo. 
Rafuird. 
Nefs  in  gell. 
Vnft. 
Sandwick. 


Cuniibrugh. 
Croce  Kirk, 
Faire  Yle. 
Bulgefta. 
Dunrofnes. 


Orknay. 


Kirkwall. 

Hoy. 

San6l  Glaus  Kirk. 

Grimfay. 

Birfa. 

San6l  Nicolas  Kirk. 

Harray. 

Marie  Kirk. 

San6l  Androes  Kirk  and  Deirnes. 

Peter  Kirk  in  Stronfay. 

Holme. 

Ethay. 

Orfare. 

Torray. 

Stanehoufe. 

Ladie  Croce  Kirk  [in  Weftra.] 

Firth. 

Papa  Veftra. 

Euie. 

Ladie  Kirk. 

Randell. 

Croce  Kirk. 

Inhallow. 

Sandt   Colnies   Kirk  in  Sanda 

Stromnes. 

[and  North  Ronaldfay.] 

Sandwick. 

Shapinfay. 

RulTay. 

Ladie  Kirk  in  Burnwick. 

Egliffay. 

Peeter  Kirk. 

Weir. 

Strownay. 

Vallis. 

Burray. 

Flattay. 

All  in  South  Rannallay. 

Farray. 

Cathnes. 

Weik. 

Dunnett. 

Bouar. 

Halkirk. 

Vaiting. 

Skenquhair. 

Cannilbie. 

Olrick. 
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Lathroonie. 

Ardurnes. 

Thurfe. 

Farre. 

Ray. 

SOUTHEULAND. 

Affint. 

Kilmalchif 

Dornoch. 

Clyne. 

Creich. 

Loth. 

Lerg. 

Kildonaii. 

Roggert. 

Ros. 


Kincardin. 

Taine. 

Eddertaine. 

Nig. 

Terbert. 

Kilmuire  Eifter. 

Logie  Eifter. 

Rolken. 

Newmakyle. 

Alnes. 

Kilterne. 

Linlair. 

Dingwell. 

Chanrie  [of  Rofmerky.] 

Aua. 

Kilmuire  Wefter. 

Arthurfeir. 

Foddertie. 

Killernan. 

Suddie. 

Kinnettes. 


Vrquhart. 

Logie  Wefter. 

Vrray. 

Cullickden. 

Kilmorack. 

Kirk  Chryft. 

Kirk  Michell. 

Contane. 

Cromartie. 

Lochbroonie. 

Lochalfie. 

Lochcarrori. 

Gerlock. 

Applecroce. 

Kyntaill. 

Inuernes. 

Bowoche. 

Farnway. 

Croy. 

Moy. 

Pettie. 
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Brachtie. 

Bravanie. 

Dallarafch. 

Lundich. 

Dawie. 

Durris. 

Dacus. 

Bollelkine. 

Vardiaw. 


Conveth. 

Comer. 

Abertarfe. 

Kynnies. 

Lagane. 

Skir. 

Alloway. 

Rothieniurciis. 

Kincardin. 


Murray. 


Forres. 

Spynay. 

Edincalchie. 

Kinedward. 

Altar. 

Eflie. 

Raffort. 

DufFus. 

Ardclache. 

Ougftonn. 

Doles. 

Diipple. 

Alyes. 

Ruth  wen. 

Landbryd. 

Aberloure. 

Dyke. 

Skirdurfkin. 

Moy. 

Pittinthir. 

Aldearne. 

Birnay. 

Nairn  e. 

Rothes. 

Kirmichaell. 

Vrquhart. 

Enneralloch. 

Bellie. 

Knokandoch. 

Kinnor. 

Vrquhart. 

Dunbennen. 

Glenniorieftoun. 

Botter. 

Ennerawin. 

Elchis. 

Douthill. 

Glafe. 

Abernethie. 

Garlay. 

Abdie. 

Drumgalgie. 

Croniadaill. 

Keith. 

Elgin. 

Rothemay. 

Sanel  Androes  Kirk. 

Forge. 
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Drumblait. 
Murthlache. 
Dummeth. 
Carbroch. 


Efle. 

Rind. 

Achindour. 


Bamff. 


Rathwen. 
Forfken. 

Forgline. 
Deir. 

Durdouch. 

Kincallartie. 

Fordice. 

Fetterangus, 

Lundlay, 

Methlick. 

Cullen. 

Tarwes. 

Deflifuird. 
Orgouthill. 
Bamfe. 

Pettringay. 

Crichmund. 

Rathin. 

Innerbundyne. 
Alnetliie. 

Lummay. 
Cruden. 

Forgline. 

Ennerkithnie. 

Aberchirdour. 

Slains. 

Furvay. 

Allan. 

Gemry. 
Kinged  ward. 
Turreff. 

Tyre. 

Aberdoure. 

Fillorth. 

Auchterles. 

Aberdein. 

Logie  Buchan. 

Banchorie. 

Foveran. 

Marieculter, 

Balhelvie. 

Peterculter. 

Auld  Aberdein. 

Dilmaick. 

Monycabok. 

Duris. 

New  Aberdein. 

Dyce. 

Nige. 

Fintray. 
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Kintoir. 

Kinnellan. 

Skene. 

Kinnairnie. 

Ennerowrie, 

Moinagy. 

Rothlie. 

Fyy'ie. 

Tarwes. 

Logie  Durnoch. 

Premnaj'. 

LeOie. 

Dawiot. 

Vue. 

Raine. 

Kinatlimert. 

Chryfts  Kirk. 

Claitt. 

Inch. 

Colfalmond. 

Fetterneir. 

Kincardin  O'Neill. 

Glentannar. 

[Lunfanuan.] 

Lefmore. 

Cluny. 

[Midmair.] 

AfFuird. 


Keige. 

Lochinhill  [Leochel.] 

Monymufk. 

Eght. 

Aucbindour. 

Tarnatie. 

Straichin. 

Birs. 

Boyne. 

TuUich. 

Glenmuick. 

Abergairdin. 

Crathie. 

Kindrocbt. 

Tond. 

Cufcbnie. 

Colcbodiftane. 

Logietnar. 

Coule. 

Migwie. 

Tarlane. 

Kildrumniie. 

Glenbuckit. 

Enneraucbtie. 

Kinbetbock. 

Forbes. 

Keir. 

Tillieneffall. 


Mernes  and  Angus. 


Fetteraflb. 

Dunnotter. 

Garwock. 

Catterling. 

Fordoun. 


4q 


Convetb. 
Kinneth. 
Beruie. 
Refcobie. 

Arbuthnot. 
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Benliolme. 

Eg-lefg-rig. 

Aberluchnoch. 

Glenbervie. 

Fettercairne. 

Newdefk. 

Brecbin. 

Buttergill. 

Killiemure. 

Fernivell. 

Cuikeiloun. 

Stracatrow. 

Lethnocb. 

Lochia. 

Navar. 

Fynaven. 

Kincaldrum. 

Netbir  Airlie. 

Kirremure. 

Aberlemno. 

Aldbar. 

Edzell. 

Drumlappie. 

Glanies. 

Clova. 

Luncbthratboa 

Forfar. 

Reftennett. 

Metbie. 
Kinnettles. 

Tannodyce. 

Efiie. 

Eiideraritie. 

Kirkbuddo. 

Cortacbie. 

Montrol'e. 

Dune. 


Eglifiiem. 

Gutbrie. 

Edwie. 

Dunnatyn. 

Logie  Montrofe. 

Incbbraock. 

Menmure. 

Marieton. 

Lunan. 

Ennerkeillor. 

Eitbe. 

Aberbrotb. 

Sandl  Vigians. 

Kinnell. 

Barrie. 

Abirlot. 

Dundie. 

Mains. 

Logie  Dundie. 

Lipbe. 

Ennergowrie. 

Murrous. 

Ballumbie. 

Monifutbe. 

Monikie. 

Pambryde. 

Fowles. 

Langforgan. 

Incbeftuire. 

Kynnaird. 

Roffie. 

Abernyt. 

Benvy. 

Lundie. 

Aucbterboul'e. 

Teilling. 

Logie  Aibicbie. 
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NevFtyle. 


Nava. 

Migle. 
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Malar. 

Forteviot. 

Kinnowll. 

Eglifniagirdell, 

Kinfawnes. 

Moucarlie. 

Scone. 

Dunnyn. 

Camburmicliaell. 

Rind. 

Sana  Mertins  Kiik. 

Tibbermure. 

Auld  Melgidgc. 

Aberdaffie. 

Kilfpindie. 

0    *-" 

Pitcairne. 

Rait. 

Kintaile. 

Errol. 

Madartie. 

Inclimertin. 

Methven. 

Sandl  Madoes. 

Logiearde. 

Abernethie. 
Dron. 

Roggartoun. 
CoUas. 

Dumbernie. 
Potie. 

[Kethins.] 

Trinitie  Galk. 

Montcreiff. 

Pindo  Galk. 

Forgundenny. 

DuNKELD. 

Dowallie. 

Dow. 

Incheaddan. 

Garnetullie. 

Clunaj. 

Foffe. 

Fothegayle. 

Logierait. 

Weyme. 

Kirkmichaell. 

Kilmawock. 

Mulyne. 
Ardunnan. 

Strouane. 

Lud. 
Rainoch. 

Straphillan. 

Killen. 
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LundyflF. 

Bernnetby. 

Ratteray. 

Allicht. 

CargiU. 

Ruthwen. 

Blair. 

Glenaylla. 

Kapeith. 

Kinclevin. 

Clunie. 

Monyday. 

DUMBLANE. 

Kilbryde. 

Strowan. 

Kilmadock. 

Tillichetlie. 

Kincardin. 

Mutbiil. 

Port. 

Strogeith. 

Kilmahug. 

Auchterairdour. 

Calleiidreich. 

Aberruthuen. 

Lenie. 

Monyvaird. 

Aberfule. 

Monizie. 

Baquhidder. 

Fowles. 

Cumrie. 

Creif. 

Stiuvi;ling. 

Striveling. 

Tulliebodie. 

Logie. 

Tullieallan. 

Lecrop. 

Foffocbie. 

Cambufliinneth. 

Tullieboyle. 

Kippen. 

Glendowan. 

San6l  Ninians. 

Muckart. 

Kirk  in  Muir. 

Dolour. 

Lairbair. 

Aluethe. 

Duniepace. 

Tillicowtrie. 

AirtL. 

Fawkirk. 

Bothkenner. 

Slamanane. 

Clackmannan. 
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Fyffe. 


San6l  Androes. 

San6l  Leonards. 

Dinninow. 

Crail!. 

Kylrinnie. 

Anftruther. 

Pittinweyine. 

Abercrombie. 

Kilconquhar. 

Newburne. 

Largo. 

Seres. 

Kembock. 

Dairfie. 

Balmirrienoch. 

I.,ogiemurdo. 

Leuchars. 

Forgan. 

Couper. 

Kilmanie. 

Auchtermooniie. 

Creich. 

Dinboug-. 

Flifli. 

Monyniaill. 

Colleine. 

Auchtermuchtic. 

Ebdie. 

Stramiglo. 

Arngofk. 

Falkland  [or  Kilgour.] 


Latlirifk. 

Kirkforther. 

Kirkaldie. 

Sconie. 

Kennoquhy. 

Markinch. 

Methill. 

Weymis. 

Dyfart. 

Kinghorne. 

Auchtertoole. 

Bruntifland. 

Auchterdyfiin. 

Ballingrie. 

Leflie. 

Dumfermling. 

Kinglallie. 

Portmuck. 

Vrvel. 

Kinros. 

Cleifch. 

Saline. 

Carnock. 

Ciilros. 

Crumble. 

Eiiderkeithing. 

Roflyth. 

Aberdoure. 

Dalgettie. 

Baith. 

Torrie. 
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Lothian. 


Linlithgow. 

Carriden. 

Binnie. 

Kinnell. 

Caldercults. 

Strabrock. 

Eglifchmachan. 

Kirkliftoun. 


Dummanie. 
Torphichen. 
Bath  cat. 
Livinglloun. 
Ahercorne. 
Athcathe. 
Kirknewtoun. 
Calder  Cleir. 


Edinburgh. 


.San6l  Cuthberts  Kirk. 

Corftorphine. 

Halierudehous. 

Caftell  of  Edinburgh. 

Leith. 

Duddielloune. 

Halis. 

Reftalrig. 

Cramont. 

Ilatho. 

Gogar. 

Currie. 

San6l  Cathrin  Hopes. 

Muinibrugh. 

Natoun. 

Libertoiin. 

Dalkeith. 


Lafwad. 

Glencorce. 

MelviU. 

Newbottle. 

Cockpen. 

Pentland. 

Penniecnik. 

Month  Louthian. 

Temple. 

Borthwick. 

Carringtoun. 

Clerkintoun. 

Creichtoun. 

Ormeftoun. 

Fala. 

Soutra. 

Cranlloun. 


Haddingtoun. 


Sanfil  Mertins  Kirk. 
Elftinfoord. 


Boultoun. 
Bothanes. 
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Morhame. 

Barrow. 

Garvet. 

Northberwick. 

Gulan. 

Aberladie. 

Seatoun. 

Tranent. 

Pinkietlend. 

Saltoun. 

Keithhumby. 

Keithmarchell, 

[Dunibar.] 

Dunnas. 

Spot. 

Enderwick. 

Auldhamfticks 

Coldbrandfpeth. 

Auld  Cammis. 

Qubitting-hame. 

Tuninghame. 

Stentoun. 

Whytekirk. 

Auldhanie. 

Baffe. 


Coldinghanie, 

Aittoun. 

Lambertoun. 

Haltoun. 

Swyntoun. 

Horneden. 

Fifliweik. 

Piltoun. 

Cbirnefyde. 

Bunkle. 

Preftoun. 

Lannell, 

Simpren. 

Langtown. 

Fogo. 

Pol  wart. 

Dunce. 

Whitfone. 

Mordingtowne. 

Lanfiirmagus. 

Ellanan. 

San(3;  Cuthberts. 

Fowlden. 

Edrum. 

Cranlchawis. 


[Merge,  Teviotuaii.l,  Tweddale.] 


Kelfo. 

Meycliell. 

San6l  James  Kirk. 

Spreuftoun. 

Leinpitlaw. 

Ednam. 

gettam. 

Lintoun. 


Marbottle. 

Mow. 

Hownani. 

Auld  Roxburgh. 

Makerftoun. 

Nantharnay. 

Greinlaw. 

[Eccles.] 
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Duillis. 

Gordoun. 

Hoome. 

Stitchell. 

Melros. 

LeIIindain. 

Maxtoun. 

Smalhani. 

Mertun, 

Ligeiwood. 

Baffinden. 

Heditoun. 

Lawder. 

Chinglekirk. 

Stow. 

Bowden. 

Langnewtoun. 

Lillilbhleiff. 

Selcraig. 

Linden. 

Newkirk  off  Ettrick. 

Rankilburn. 

Alkirk. 

Geddart. 

Graining. 

Nifbit. 

Oxnam. 

Ancruni. 

Minto. 


Bedreule. 

Abbotlreule. 

Hopes  kirk. 

Haffinden. 

Cawers. 

Haick. 

Veltoun. 

Kirknewtoun. 

Suddum. 

Ekfourd. 

Cafliltoun. 

Ettiltoun. 

Peibles. 

Maner. 

Ennerletham. 

Hopeculcheour 

Traquair. 

Ettlieftoun. 

Newlands. 

Kirkuird. 

Stobo. 

Drumalcheour. 

Dalvick. 

Brochtoun. 

Glenhume. 

Stralling. 

Killbuchie. 

Lin. 

Lantoun. 


[Cliddisdaill,  Renfrew  and  Lennox.] 


Lanerik. 
Carlouarch. 
Pittinane. 
Cothquhen. 


Libertoun. 
Covington. 
Thankartoun. 
Carnwath. 
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Robertftoun. 
Carftairs, 
Symountoun. 
Wifchtoun. 

Craufurd  Johne. 
Crawfurd  Dowglas. 

[alias  Crawfurd  Lindfay.] 

Hartfyd. 

Lamingtoun. 

Culter. 

Velftoun. 

Dunfcbyre. 

Dolphintoun. 

Bigger. 

Dowglas. 

Carmichaell. 

Lefchmaliago. 

Stenhous. 

Glafgow. 

Calder. 

Monkland. 

Bothvrell. 

Schottis. 

Cambufnetlien. 

Dalzell. 

Strathaven. 

Hamilton. 

Dalferfe. 

Glaffuird. 

Cambuflang. 

Carmanoch. 

Torrence. 

Blantyre. 

Kilbryde. 

Rutherglen. 

4  a 


Catbcart. 
Givein. 

Campfie. 

Lunchie. 

Monyabroche. 

Paiflay. 

Neiles. 

Kilbarchan. 

Eiftn^ood. 

Mernes. 

Ranfrow. 

Incheinnan. 

Erlkin. 

Egilfjbain. 

Lochquinnoch. 

Houlloun. 

Kilmacolme. 

Killellane. 

Enderkip. 

Dumbartan. 

Caldros. 

Bulill. 

Lows. 

Kilmahew. 

Rofnetbe. 

Killerne. 

Fintrie. 

Strablain. 

Kilmarounock. 

Drimmen. 

Balfron. 

Kirkpatrick. 

Bothernock. 

Inchcalcheour. 
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[CUNINGHAME,  KyLE  AND  CaRICT.] 


Irwing. 

Perftoun. 

Largis. 

Cumrie. 

Kilbryde. 

Ardrofl'an. 

Kilwinning. 

Dunlop. 

Baith. 

Steinfoun. 

Dairy. 

Rilburnie. 

Kilmarnock, 

Lowden. 

Kilmaurs. 

Stewartoun. 

Dreghorne. 

Air. 

Alloway. 

Barnwell. 

Tarboltoun. 

Craigie. 

Rickartoun. 

Monktoun. 


San6l  Caveoks 

Preftick. 

Dundonnald. 

Corlbie. 

Symountoun. 

Vchiltrie. 

Aucbinleck. 

Macblein. 

Kirk  of  Muir. 

Gaftoun. 

Darympill. 

Queiltoun. 

Damellingtoun, 

Mayboill. 

[Killbryd.] 

Kirkofwald. 

Kirkmicbaell. 

Calmonell. 

Straitoun. 

Kirkcudbricbt. 

[alias  Innertig.] 

Daylie. 

Girvane. 


Galloway. 


Schafchank. 

Glenluis. 

Incbe. 

Salfyde. 

Kirkcolme. 

Lefwalt. 

Staniekirk. 

Tofcartoun. 


Kirkmadin  in  Rynds. 

Wigtoun. 

Qubittorne. 

Cruglingtoun. 

Kirkowan. 

Kirkmadin. 

Sorbie. 

Rirkinner. 
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Mochriim. 

Penighame. 

Glaffertoun. 

Kirkmaden  in  Fames. 

Kirkiidbricht. 

Galiiey. 

Dunrod. 

Balmache. 

Kilchrjft. 

Twin  em. 

Tungland. 

Borge. 

Kirkanders. 

Sandweck. 

Girtoun. 


Anveth. 

Kirkmabreck. 

Kirdaill. 

Monygaff. 

Dundrennan. 

Bowthill. 

Geltoun. 

Gelkftoun. 

Kirkormock. 

Corfmichall. 

Partoun. 

Dairy. 

Kellis. 

Balmaclellan. 


[Drumfreis.] 


Drumfreis. 

Troqueir. 

Terrigleis. 

Newabbay. 

Halliewood. 

Suddick. 

Lochrawine. 

Rirkuncbean. 

Kirkpatrick. 

Irongray. 

Kirkpatrick  in  the  Muin 

[alias  Dunrand.] 

Kirkbaine. 

Cowan. 

Callaverock. 

[Tynwell.] 

Torquhorrell. 

Kirkmacho. 


Penpont. 

Tyrewyn  [Tynron.] 

Dowrifdair. 

Kilbryde. 

Mortun. 

Kirkoneill. 

Sanquhar. 

Clolburne. 

Dalg'airne. 

Dunikyre. 

Glencarne. 

Lochmabane. 

Muffett. 

Kirkpatrick  Juxta. 

Jonltoun. 

VVamfray. 

Kirkmichaell. 

Traillflat. 


GSl. 


THE  BOOKE  OF  THE 


1.586. 


Dongranie. 

Kirkwall. 

Meikle  Daltoun. 

Litle  Daltoun. 

M  iifwald. 

Ruthwall. 

Hiittoun. 

Applegirth. 

Dryfdaill. 

Sybbellie. 

Annand. 

Dronock. 

Caflellmilk. 

Cummertries. 

[Hoddom.] 

Luce. 

Pennerfacks. 


Trailltrow. 

Eglilliame. 

Mordeluie  [Middlebie.] 

Torrie. 

Kirkonnell. 

Caruthers. 

Tonargirth. 

Gratnay. 

Red  Kirk,  alias 

Kirk  Pato  [Patrick.] 

Vacliop. 

Cannabie. 

Alortoun. 

V^aftracker. 

Staplegratoun. 

Neither  Kirk  of  Elis. 

Vther  Kirk  of  Elis. 
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The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  conveinit  at  Edinburg'I],  in  the 
New  Kirk  therof,  the  20  day  of  Junij  1587:  Quher  tber  was 
affemblit  the  Kings  Comniiffioners,  my  Lords  Ciiancellour  and 
Blantyre,  with  the  Comniiffioners  with  the  brethren. 


Seffio  1"- 

Exhortaiioun  made  be  Mr^  David  Lindefay,  [Moderatour  of  the  laft 
Affemblie,  the  Aireniblie  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  Moderatour.] 
Leits,  Mrs.  NicoU  Dalgleifli,  Patrick  Galloway,  Thomas  Buchannan, 
Andro  Melvill :  The  laid  Andro,  be  pluralite  of  votes,  was  chofen  Mo- 
deratour hac  vice. 

[For  the  better  expedition  of  matters,  and  more  orderly  proceeding  in 
fuch  things  as  were  to  be  proponed,  he  required  the  affiftance  of  certane 
brethren  to  concurre  with  him  at  exterordinary  hours,  which  was  granted. 
The  Affembly  nominated  to  that  efFe6l,  Mrs.  David  Lindefay,  Nicoll  Dal- 
gleifli, Patrick  Galldtvay,  Paul  Fraler,  Thomas  Buchannan,  Robert  Pont, 
Robert  Bruce,  John  Craig,  Walter  Balcanquell,  Patrick  Simfone,  James 
Brjfoun,  Peeter  Blackburne,  and  Andro  Hay.  C.  &  B.] 
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Seffio  S"- 

Mr  David  Lindefay  and  Johne  Durie,  quho  were  dire6l  to  my  Lord 
Secretar  aneiit  his  Majefties  Couimifiioners,  reportit,  That  his  Hienes  hes 
nominat  my  Lord  Secreitar  and  Juftice  Clerk,  quho  wold  be  prelent  and 
concurre  as  thair  opportunitie  might  ferve  ;  alwayes  willing  the  Affemblie 
according  to  his  Hienes  mynd,  befor  any  vther  thing,  be  intreatit  the  caule 
of  Mr  Johne  Coiiper  :  Nottheles,  after  fome  reafoning,  was  content  they 
fould  be  delayit  quhill  the  morne  ;  and  that  the  brether  quho  are  on  the 
conference,  fould  meit  and  reafone  fomething  concerning  thefe  caufes. 

Anent  the  Bookes  of  the  Affemblie  :     Seing  the  Kings  Majefties  Com- 
milHoners  hes  offerit  thair  concurrence  to  the  recovering  thereof,  if  it  may 
be  knowin  in  Mhofe  hands  the  famein  are,    the    Moderatour   delyrit   the 
brether  that  could  give  any  light  in  this  matter,   [to  manyfeft  the  fame  ;] 
and  namely  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,   quho  was  dire6l  in  the  laft  AiFembly 
to  the  Kings  Majeftie  to  fute  the  delyverance  of  the  faid  Regifter,   and  his 
Hienes  anluer  theranent ;    quho  declairit,    His   Majeftie   had  promil'ed  to 
caiife  them  be   delyverit.     Thereafter  it  was  teftitied   be   Johne   Brand, 
That  at  the  laft  Affemblie,  in  his  awin  houfe,  Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,    Bii- 
chop  of  8an6l  Androes,  in  prefence  of  David  Fergulbne,  confeft  quher  the 
famein  were,   and  at  command  obtained  be  the  King,  he  fould  caufe  dely- 
ver  the  fame  :     Lykeas  alfo  it  was  tefti6ed  be  Johne  Durie  that  he  heard 
him   lykewayes  grant  the  having  therof :     Quhilk  teftifications  being  con- 
lidderit  be  the  Affemblie,  they  concluded  that  charge  fould  be  givin  againft 
him  ;   and,  for  the  better  advyce  in  that  matter,  direfilit  Mr  David  Linde- 
fay to  my  Lord  Secretar  ;  quho  returning  with  his  anfuer,  thocht  meit  ane 
fupplicatioun  fould    be  givin   to   the   Lords  of    the  Counfell    to   obtaine 
charges  agains  the  faid  JMr  Patrick  ;    and  lykewayes  that   the  Kirk  ibuld 
ufe  thair  awin  charges  and  authoritie  :    according  quhervnto  the  Kirk  or- 
dainit  ane  fupplicatioun   to  be  pennit  and  givin  to  the  Lords  the  morne  ; 
and  licklyke  ane  charge  to  paffe  from   this  Affemblie,   chargeing  the  faid 
Mr  Patrick  to  exhibite  the  laids  bookes  befor  them,   to  be  delyverit  to  the 
Kirk  within  thrie  dayes  after  the  charge,  or  fliew  ane  reafonable  caufe  M^hy 
[he  may  not  deliver  them  ;]    and  iicklyke  to  compeir  within  the  faid  fpace 
perfonallie,   to   anfuer  for   his  abfence  from  this  Affemblie,   and  to  fuch 
vther  accufatiouns  as  fould  be  laid  to  his  charge,   vnder  the  paine  of  the 
cenfures  of  the  Kirk. 


15S7.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  08? 


Seffio  3»- 

All  quarters  fall  refort  to  the  Affemblie  every  day,  at  the  due  lioure 
appointit  tlierto,  and  reniaine  to  the  end  every  day,  vnder  the  paine  of 
payment  of  ane  groat  toties  quoties. 

[Touching  the  commiffion  given  be  the  Kings  Majefty,  with  advice  of 
the  AlFembly,  to  certain  brethren  concerning  non  relidents,  and  others 
deferving  deprivatione  :  The  faids  CommiiEoners  being  prelent,  and  in- 
quired of  the  difcharge  and  due  diligence  of  their  oflBce  in  that  part,  ex- 
pouned,  that  for  fundrie  impediments  their  travells  had  not  been  lo  profit- 
able as  is  required,  namely,  for  lake  of  expences  to  the  common  affairs,  to 
outred  charges  therin,  abfence  of  the  Procurator  of  the  Kirk,  fome  times 
lloath  of  the  Prelbytries  in  not  remitting  lummonds  to  their  dultcrme,  and 
by  difpenfations  given  bo  the  Kings  Majelly  touching  non  refidence,  which 
is  a  common  (liift  to  many  ;  alwife  in  fome  they  have  proceeded  with  len- 
tence  ;  others  ly  att  interloquutor,  defiring  the  judgment  of  the  Alfemblj- 
if  the  laid  difpenfatione  fliall  be  any  caufe  to  hinder  procefs  againll  them  ; 
and  likewife  craving  the  removing  of  the  faid  impediments  which  hinder 
the  executione  of  the  faid  commiffione  :  The  Aifembly  of  the  brethren 
ordaineth  the  Commiffioners  to  give  in  the  fpeciall  impediments,  with  their 
judgment  how  the  fame  may  be  removed,  at  their  firft  opportunity  ;  and 
licklike  the  brethren  which  would  underftand  the  proceedings  againll  any 
perfons  which  were  funimoned  before  the  faids  Coramiflioners,  to  give  in 
their  names  in  writt,  that  a  particular  anfuer  may  be  given  to  them  for 
declairing  of  their  diligence.  C] 


Seffio  4*- 

It  ?vas  thocht  expedient,  notwithftanding  of  the  ordinance  made  gefter- 
night  aganis  Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,  for  delyvering  of  the  Regifter,  That 
before  the  famein  be  put  to  executioun,  ane  humble  fupplicatioun  be  made 
to  the  Kings  Majellie  for  that  effedl,  quhilk  the  brether  defyrit  Mr  David 
Lindfay  and  Johne  Duncanfone  to  forme  [immediatly,  that  it  might  be 
fent  with  expeditione.] 

Forlameikle  as  ther  hes  bein  a  matter  of  greife  conceivit  be  the  Kings 
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Majeftie  againfl  Mr  Johne  Cowper  and  James  Gibfone,  movit  privilie  to 
the  Moderatour  ;  It  was  thocht  expedient  be  the  haill  AfTemblie,  that  the 
faid  caufe  be  firll  privielie  treattit  and  conlidderit  be  [the  brethren  under- 
written, to  witt,]  the  Laird  of  Dunne,  Mrs.  Peeter  Blakburne,  Johne  Por- 
terfield,  Thomas  Buchannan,  David  Lindfay,  Nicoll  Dalgleifli,  and  David 
Fergufone,  quhom  the  AiTemblie  nominat  to  travel!,  real'on,  and  conferre 
with  the  faids  parties,  and  to  fie  if  they  can  take  vp  the  matter  be  thair 
awin  advyce  ;  vtherwayes  to  propone  the  fame  to  the  full  AiTemblie,  that 
the  matter  may  be  heard  and  roafonit  ther  ;  and  to  that  effedl  ordainit  the 
laid  brethren  [immediatly]  to  paffe  out  of  the  Allemblie,  and  the  faid  Mr 
Johne  and  James  to  palTe  with  them. 

[Touching  the  letter  ordained  to  be  penned  by  David  Fergufon,  Mafter 
Peter  Bleckburne,  Mafler  Nicoll  Dagleifli,  concerning  the  anfuer  to  the 
Kings  Majefly  touching  the  prefentatione  of  their  brother  Mafter  Robert 
Pont  to  the  Biflioprick  of  Cathnes  :  The  faid  letter  being  prefented,  and 
ratified  after  a  kw  words  changed,  it  was  thought  meet  to  be  diredled  to 
his  Grace. 

Forafmuch  as,  albeit  there  be  both  laws  and  diverfe  proclamationes  pub- 
liflied  and  fett  out  againft  Jefuits  and  Papifts,  and  notthelefs  their  number 
dayly  increalTed  under  the  mantainance  of  diverfe  great  men  within  the 
countrey,  without  fear  of  law,  or  any  punifhment  to  enfue  for  repreffing 
thereof:]  Seing  his  Majeftie  is  now  of  perfyte  age,  and  ane  Parliament 
is  appointed  in  the  nixt  moneth,  it  is  thoght  expedient,  that  the  a6ts  of 
Parliament  made  be  our  Soveraine  Lord,  his  Hienes  predeceffours,  and 
Regents  for  the  time,  for  the  libertie  of  the  true  Kirk  of  God  and  Chryfts 
religioun  prefentlie  profeft  [therein]  within  this  realme,  and  for  repreffing 
of  Papiftrie  and  Idolatrie,  be  colle6lit  together  and  craved  to  be  confirm- 
ed ;  as  lykewayes  the  executioun  of  the  faids  a6ls  may  be  confidderit,  and 
what  farther  either  executioun  or  law  falbe  defyrit  aganis  the  faids  Papifts 
and  Idolaters  ;  as  alfo  fuch  lawis  and  conftitutiouns  as  are  made  to  the 
derogatioun  of  fuch  libertie,  or  to  the  prejudice  or  ftay  of  the  courfe  of 
the  Evangell,  may  be  lykewayes  colle6lit,  to  that  efi"e6l  thair  abrogatioun 
may  be  focht  :  Quhervnto  they  nominat  [their  beloved  brethren,]  the 
Laird  of  Dun,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Nicoll  Dalgleifli,  David  Lindfay,  Paul 
Frafer,  [and  Mafter  Thomas  Buchanan,  to  concurre  at  fuch  hours  togi- 
ther,  as  they  may  beft  Ipare,  and  take  pains  in  the  faid  matter,  and  there- 
after prefent  their  travells  to  the  Affembly  to  be  coniidered  by  them.  C] 
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Seffio  5^- 

[Touching-  the  Commillion  given  in  the  laft  AlTembly  to  their  brethren 
of  the  Prefbytries  of  Glafgow  and  Stirling-,  to  fummond  Matter  David 
Cuningham  before  them  att  a  certain  day,  to  be  tryed  concerning  the  flan- 
der  of  adultrie  with  Elizabeth  Sutherland,  or  any  other  perfon  ;  and  if 
they  found  him,  by  good  appearance,  criminall  and  guiltie,  after  the  faid 
tryall  to  fufpend  him  from  the  fundlion  of  the  Miniflry  to  this  Aflembly ; 
and  to  fummond  him  thereto  to  hear  the  determinatione  of  the  whole 
brethren  thereanent,  like  as  at  more  length  is  contained  in  the  faid  com- 
miffion  :  wherof  the  execvition  being  craved  of  the  faid  Commilfioners,  and 
certane  excufes  pretended  by  them  of  the  non  execution  thereof,  which 
the  brethren  efteemed  of  fmall  importance,  of  new  giveth  and  committeth 
power  to  the  faid  Prefbytries  to  diredl  out  fummonds  to  fuch  a  fliort  and 
convenient  day  as  is  poffible,  to  compear  before  them  in  Stirling,  there  to 
be  tryed  concerning  the  faid  flander,  aither  with  the  faid  Elizabeth,  or 
with  any  other  perfon  ;  and  if  they  find  him,  be  good  appearance,  crimi- 
nall and  guilty,  after  the  faid  tryall  to  fufpend  him  from  the  fun6lione  of 
the  Miniftry  to  the  nixt  Generall  Affembly,  whereunto  they  Ihall  fummond 
him  to  hear  the  further  determinatione  of  the  whole  brethren  thereanent ; 
and  what  lliall  be  done  herein  to  report  thereunto  ;  ordaining,  if  the  faid 
Matter  Davids  refort  be  in  Aberdeen,  to  caufe  the  fummons  to  be  diredled 
to  him  for  the  executione  thereof,  as  they  will  anfwer  upon  their  obedience 
to  the  Kirk.  C.  &  B.] 

Anent  the  diverfe  and  greivous  complaints  of  fundrie  brether  againft  Mr 
Patrick  Adamfone,  Bifchop  of  Sandl  Androes,  at  whofe  inttance  he  is  [de- 
nuncit  rebell  and]  regiftrat  at  the  borne  for  none  payment  of  thair  [fuf- 
tentatioun  and]  ttipends  alGgnit  to  them  ;  and  Ipeciallie  of  Mrs  William 
Strang,  David  Spenfe,  Adame  Johnttoun,  and  vthers  ;  and  of  the  ttander 
that  he  lyes  at  the  home  for  not  furnifching  of  two  gallouns  of  wyne  to  the 
Communioun  :  This  matter  being  heavilie  regraittit  to  the  Kings  Commif- 
iioners,  [promife]  was  made  be  the  Pryour  of  Blantyre  to  communicat  the 
matter  to  the  rett  of  the  Kings  Majefties  CommilEoners,  whofe  advyce 
for  redreffe  heirof  he  fould  report  to  the  Affemblie. 

As  to  the  regrate  of  fome  brether,  that  partlie  be  his  rebellioun  and 
lying  at  the  home,  [and]  partlie  be  his  fufpenfioun,  fome  divifioun   rifes, 

4  s 
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that  certaine  reforts  not  to  his  fermouns,  nor  adminiftratioun  of  the  Sacra- 
ments made  be  him,  nor  vther  fervice,  as  humiliatioun  ;  vthers  repaires 
therto ;  [and]  fwa  appears  feme  divifioun  quhilk  wald  be  redreft :  The 
brether  thinks  meitt,  [that,]  befor  they  entir  heirin,  fome  anl'iier  be  re- 
portit  of  the  former  complaint. 

[Touching  the  matter  of  Mrs  Johne  Cowper  and  James  Gibfone,  refer- 
red to  be  reafoned  and  travelled  in  yefterday  be  certaine  of  the  brethren  : 
The  Affembly,  by  their  votes,  giveth  their  full  power  and  commiilione  to 
the  Moderator  and  the  Affeffours  appointed  to  him,  to  conferre,  confult, 
advyfe,  and,  if  they  may,  conclude  and  pntfinall  end  therto,  to  the  effedl  the 
fame  may  be  brought  to  fome  tinall  good  point  and  quietnels,  without  fur- 
ther trouble  of  the  AiFembly  ;  praying  God  to  give  them  good  I'uccefs 
therein.  C.  &  B.] 

[Touching  the  flander  of  admiffione  of  a  Bifliop  latly  to  the  Bifhoprick 
of  Glafgow,  by  all  order,  be  the  brethren  of  the  Weil :  The  Affembly  hath 
thought  meet  for  good  caufes,  that  the  faid  matter  be  firft  opened  up  and 
treated  in  privie  conference  afternoon,  and  thereafter  brought  before  the 
whole  number  for  fatiffying  all  the  brethren. 

Touching  complaints  and  queftions  which  hath  been  propouned  in  Synod- 
all  Aflemblycs,  and  could  receive  no  refolutione  :  The  AlTembly  appoint- 
eth  Matter  David  Spence,  Mafler  Adam  Johnftone,  Mailer  Gilbert  Gar- 
den, and  John  Porterfield,  to  reafon  the  fame,  with  luch  bills,  as  neceflarly 
muft  come  to  the  Generall  Airembly,  and  divide  them  from  others,  to  t!ie 
effedt  they  may  be  prefented  to  the  full  number ;  and  to  that  effecl  to  con- 
veen  at  eight  hours  in  the  morning,  and  at  two  afternoon. 

Touching  the  commiffion  given  to  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mailer  Wil- 
liam Rind,  Mafler  Williame  Edmilloune,  Mailer  William  Glafs,  Mailer 
John  Abercrombie,  and  Patrick  Weems,  to  try  the  Bifliop  of  Dunkelden, 
and  to  lummond  him  before  them  at  fuch  dayes  and  places  as  they  ihould 
tliink  good,  if  they  found  any  occafione  of  ilander  in  his  life  and  converla- 
tione  and  do6lrine,  betuixt  and  this  Affembly,  and  to  take  probatione  and 
lead  proceffe  therein  to  the  fentence,  remitting  the  fame  to  the  laid  Gene- 
rall Affembly,  as  the  faid  commiflion  at  more  length  beareth  :  which  com- 
miflion,  in  refpe6l  the  lame  hath  been  as  yet  unexecuted  and  followed  out, 
the  x\ffembly  reneweth,  commanding  the  faids  Commiflioners  to  proceed 
conforme  to  the  faid  commiffion  in  all  points  for  executione  thereof,  as  they 
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will  anluer  upon  their  obedience  ;  and  to  report  their  diligence  and  tryell 
to  the  nixt  AITembly. 


Seffio  6^ 

Touching-  the  complaint  made  concerning  Matter  Patrick  Adamfone, 
Bifliop  of  San6l  Androes,  and  flander  given  by  him  through  lying  at  the 
home,  at  the  inftance  of  fo  many  of  the  brethren,  and  the  anfuer  of  the 
Kings  Majeftys  Commiflioners  thereto  :  C] 

His  Majefties  Commiflioners  being  prelent,  thocht  nieitt,  becaufe  Mr 
Patrick  Adarafones  matter  is  civil,  quherin  the  Kings  Majellie  hes  entres, 
that  his  Grace  fould  be  forwarnit,  quhilk  the  Kirk  promifes  to  doe. 

Anent  the  doubt  proponit,  If  it  be  flander  to  a  Chriftian  to  abfent  him- 
felfe  from  the  fermouns,  miniftratioun  of  the  Sacraments,  or  vthers  godlie 
exercifes  vfed  be  fuch  as  lyes  at  the  Kings  Majeflies  borne,  and  are  ful- 
pendit  fra  all  funfilion  of  the  Miniftrie  :  The  Kirk  anfuerit.  That  there  is 
no  flander  in  this  cafe,  hot  be  the  contrair  [concluded,  that]  it  is  flander- 
ous  to  a  Chrifl;ian  to  refort  to  the  [fermons  and  other]  exercifes  forlaid  of 
fuch  ane  [one]  quhom  they  know  to  be  at  the  home,  and  fufpendit  from 
all  fundlioun  of  the  Miniftrie,  [as  faid  is.] 

[Touching  the  ordinance  given  to  certan  brethren  concerning  Mailer 
Robert  Montgomery  :  The  brethren  dire6led  to  that  matter,  declared 
they  had  the  charge  of  the  Afl'embly  to  fett  doun  to  him  a  forme  of  repen- 
tance which  he  fliould  ufe,  wherin  they  fliould  doc  their  parte  ;  but  no 
obedience  is  given  be  him  there. 

For  tryall  of  the  books  of  the  Commiflioners  diligence  :  It  was  thought 
meet,  that  out  of  every  Province  a  certan  be  ele6led  to  vifit  and  confider 
the  faid  books  ;  and  to  that  effedl  the  brethren  nominated  Mailer  John 
Craig,  Johne  Durie,  William  Chriftefone,  Matter  Adam  .Tohnftone,  Mr 
John  Knox,  Mr  Thomas  M'Gee,  and  Matter  John  Houefone ;  and  to 
conveen  at  fix  hours  in  the  morning  in  the  New  Kirk,  and  at  inch  other 
exterordenary  hours,  as  they  may,  while  they  have  finaly  tryed  them  ;  and 
thereafter  to  report  to  the  Aflembly  what  they  find. 

The  Commiflioner  of  Lothian  being  removed,  and  tryed,  fiame  brethren 
complained,  that  Matter  James  Young  having  two  kirks  under  cure,  was 
placed  be  him,   by  the  advice  of  the  Preibytrie,   Minitter  alio  at  Stentoun, 
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that  kirk  having  a  benefice  that  might  fuftean  a  Minifter  ;  and  further,  in 
the  Synodal!  Affembly,  conftitutions  being  made  to  reprell'e  the  inl'olence 
of  Miniilers  in  their  abuilyeements,  yet  fenfyne  he  hath  overfeen  the  exe- 
cutione  thereof  againfl;  fome  perlbns  which  are  prefent  :  To  the  which, 
reentering,  he  anfwered,  That  he  had  not  placed  fimpliciter  Mafter  James 
Young  at  Stentoun,  but  only  defired,  whill  fome  provifion  were  made  for 
it,  that  he  Iliould  make  fome  help  ;  and  as  to  the  benefice,  it  is  provided 
of  old.  To  the  fecond  :  Anfuered,  The  perfons  which  are  meaned  to  be 
infolent  in  appearell,  were  admoniflied  ;  and  he  received  no  diredlion  from 
their  laid  Prefbytrie  concerning  fuch  perfons  ;  and  further,  the  Prelbytrie 
lliould  take  order  among  themfelves  with  the  brether  of  their  number. 


SelTio  7»- 

Robert  Graham,  CommilTioner  of  Cathnefs,  being  removed,  he  was 
charged.  That  he  had  a  Highland  kirk  which  he  ferved  not  ;  and  that  he 
made  no  refidence  at  his  oun  kirk  :  Reentering,  anfwered.  That  he  laiked 
the  knowledge  of  the  Irifli  tongue,  yet  upon  his  exfpences  the  kirk  was 
lerved  :  And  as  to  his  none  refidence,  The  caufe  is,  that  he  hath  neither 
manfe  nor  gleib  ;  and  hath  his  partie  at  the  home  for  the  fame  :  The  Af- 
fembly  remitted  him  to  the  Commiflioners  appointed  for  non  refidence,  to 
be  proceffed  there. 

Mafter  Peter  Bleckburn  prefented  the  bill  to  be  dire6led  to  the  Kings 
Majefty  for  procurement  of  the  reftitutione  of  the  Books,  which  was  read 
and  ordained  to  be  delivered  to  their  brother  John  Duncanfone.  C] 

Anent  the  llipplicatioun  givin  in  for  Gilbert  Lamb  and  certaine  in  com- 
pany with  him  keepit  in  prilbn  in  Citde  [Sevile  ?]  in  Spaine,  for  the  tefti- 
monie  of  the  trueth  :  The  Affemblie  ordaines  thair  brether  of  the  Miniftrie 
vniverfallie  to  recommend  in  their  prayers  the  faid  Gilbert  in  particular, 
and  his  company  in  generall,  to  God,  and  to  crave  thair  delyverance,  if 
it  be  his  pleafure,  or  ane  finall  perfeverance  and  conftancie  to  the  end  in 
the  true  confeilioun  of  the  Evanffell. 
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SefTio  8»- 

[Touching-  the  flander  of  admiirion  of  the  Bifliop  of  Glafgow  be  the 
brethren  of  the  Weft,  referred  firft  to  the  privit  audience  of  the  Moderator 
and  his  Affeffours  :  Tlie  Moderator  with  the  reft  of  the  brethren  declar- 
ed they  heard  the  faid  ConimilTioner  and  Preibytrie,  and  the  whole  form  of 
adniilTion  of  the  faid  Bifliop,  which  was  only  to  the  temporality,  the  ecclefi- 
afticall  jurifdi6lion  being  devolved  by  him  in  the  Kirks  hands,  and  with 
fiich  conditions,  in  cafe  the  Generall  Affembly  fhould  not  allow  of  fuch 
admiflione,  that  the  fame  fhould  be  undone,  whereupon  his  obligation  re- 
maineth  ;  which  forme  albeit  the  faid  brethren  would  not  maintain  to  be 
agreeable  to  the  Word,  nor  the  order  of  the  Kirk  heretofore  obferved,  yett 
they  did  nothing  therein  of  mind  to  hurt  the  Kirk,  but  raither  to  pre- 
veen  greater  inconvenience  which  might  follow,  if  he  had  not  been  admit- 
ted ;  referring  them  herein  to  the  good  deliberatione  of  the  whole  Affem- 
bly :  Which  matter  being  well  weighed  and  confiddered  by  the  full  num- 
ber of  the  brethren,  albeit  they  underfland  the  good  meaning  the  faid  bre- 
thren had,  and  acknowledge  their  zeall  in  refilling  the  corruptions  in  the 
times  paft  to  that  eftate  ;  yet  in  confcience  they  univerfally  votted,  and 
concluded  the  faid  forme  of  adniilfion  to  be  unlawfull,  neither  agreeing 
with  the  Word  of  God,  nor  with  the  order  and  cuftome  of  the  Kirk  j  and 
therefore  ordeaneth  the  faid  brethren,  admitters  of  the  Bifliop,  to  try  him 
with  performance  of  the  faid  obligatione,  and  to  caufe  the  faid  admilfione 
to  be  undone  and  anulled ;  and  that  with  all  polfible  diligence,  and  betuixt 
and  Michellmefs  nixt  to  come  at  fartheft,  to  the  efFedl  the  flander  may  be 
removed  from  the  Kirk,  as  they  will  anfwer  upon  their  obedience  to  the 
fame.   C.  &  B.J 


Seffio  9"- 

No  Matters  of  Colledges  or  Schooles  fall  receive  in  thair  Colledges  or 
Schooles  to  teach,  any  fludents  or  fcholers,  being  of  maturitie  of  age,  quho 
refufes  to  fiibfcryve  the  true  religioun  prelentlie  eftablifchit  and  profeft,  be 
the  mercie  of  God,  within  this  realnie,  or  refufeing  to  participat  the  Sacra- 
ments, vnder  the  paine  of  the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  farther,  befor  any 
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ftudent  be  promovit  to  any  degrie  in  the  Vniverfitie,  that  they  fall  toties 
quoties,  as  they  fall  be  pi-omovit,  fubfcryve  de  novo,  vtherwayes  thair  pro- 
motioun  to  be  flay  it,  vnder  the  paines  forfaid  ;  and  that  the  Prefby  tries 
be  diligent  to  lie  the  executioun  of  this  a6t,  as  they  will  anluer  to  God. 

[For  as  much  as  Satan  in  his  members,  dayly  more  and  more  feeketh  by 
all  means  to  increafs  his  kingdome  of  darknefs ;  and  for  that  caufe,  in  thir 
latter  times,  he  flirreth  up  craftie  and  fubtile  fpirits,  enarmed  mightily  with 
fophiftiie  and  decete,  to  abufe  the  Truth,  and  by  fhaddow  of  cunning  and 
learning,  to  blind  the  eyes  of  the  iimple  fort ;  for  the  which  caufe,  it  is  the 
parte  of  the  true  Kirk  vigileatly  to  occurre  to  his  craft,  and,  by  all  means, 
to  endeavour  the  advancement  of  Chrifls  Kingdome  :  And  therefore  C] 
the  Kirk  within  this  realme  lies  advyfit  and  found  good,  that  the  Prefby- 
teries,  together  with  thair  CommilTioners  in  all  the  parts  of  the  countrcy, 
and  every  ane  of  them  for  thair  awin  parts,  prefcryve  to  every  gong  man 
that  is  Minilter  within  fuch  a  Prelbitrie,  a  part  of  Scripture,  together  with 
a  part  of  the  commoun  places  and  controvertit  heids  of  religioun,  to  be  di- 
ligentlie  red,  conliderit,  and  learned  be  him,  within  fuch  a  Ipace  of  tyme 
as  the  Prelbitrie  thinks  good  to  appoint  to  him  ;  and  that  his  diligence 
may  the  better  appeare  vnto  the  fruit  therof,  at  certaine  tymes  of  the  geir, 
everie  Prelbitrie  being  conveinit,  take  a  compt  of  the  gong  man  of  his 
travells,  be  requyring  of  him  in  the  part  of  Scripture  prefcryvit  to  him  : 
Firll.  The  fumme  and  deduction  of  the  matter  : 

2.  The  folid  fenfe  and  meaning  of  thefe  places  quhilk  are  moll  difficile 
to  be  underllood  : 

3.  A  collatioun  of  the  fentences,  [and  arguments,]  quhilk  by  reiding  he 
may  be  able  to  gather  out  of  that  part  of  Scripture  [proponed  to  him]  ; 
the  quhilk  arguments  may  either  ferve  to  confirme  the  trueth,  or  els  to  re- 
fute heretical!  opinions.  And  as  for  the  part  of  commoun  places  and  heads 
of  religioun  prefcryvit  unto  him,  let  him  be  ready  to  anfuer  to  quellioning 
and  reafoning  to  be  had  therevpon ;  and  lb  to  be  exercit  in  this  kynd,  not 
for  a  tyme  only,  but  from  tyme  to  tyme,  quhill  he  come  to  a  certaine  ma- 
turitie  and  folidnes  in  the  Scripture  of  God. 


Seflio  IP- 
[Touching  the   particular   Seffions  of  Kirks  and  Congregations  :     The 
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Affembly  refolved,  that  they  are  and  fhould  be  fubjedl  to  their  Prelbytries, 
as  hath  been  accorded  before  be  a6l  of  the  AiTenibly.   C] 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  made  in  name  of  the  towne  of  Haddingtoun, 
lamenting  the  away  taking  of  thair  Prefbitrie  againes  the  ordour  of  the  laft 
Piatt  made  be  the  General!  Kirk  :  The  Affemblie  examining  the  caufe  of 
the  removing  therof  be  the  Commiffioner,  and  finding  the  occalioun  therof 
to  have  bein  the  laik  of  obedience  and  want  of  difcipline,  hes,  at  the  ear- 
ned fute  and  craving  of  Mrs  Nicoll  Hay  and  Johne  Ker,  Commiffioners 
for  the  laid  towne,  reponit  and  reftoreit  the  faid  Prelbitrie,  with  conditioun 
and  promife,  that  if  ther  be  not  better  ordour  and  difcipline  keipit  be  them 
in  tyme  comeing  nor  hes  bein  heirtofoir,  that  the  lamein  falbe  removit. 


SefTio  12»- 

[Elizabeth  Lermontli,  daughter  to  Sir  Patrick  Lermonth  of  Darfie, 
Knight,  complained,  that  William  Chillane,  Reader  at  Auchtertole,  had 
folemnized  the  marriage  betuixt  William  Kirkcaldy,  alias  Ker,  Laird  of 
Grange,  and  Miftrefs  Elizabeth  Lyon,  lecretly,  and  without  proclaiming 
their  names  three  feveral  dayes,  according  to  order,  and  after  laufull  im- 
pediment made  by  her  at  the  Kirk  of  Glames  the  I'econd  day  of  the  pro- 
clamatione  ;  the  faid  William  being  called,  and  accufed  that  he  had  proceed- 
ed to  the  folemnizatione  of  the  marriage  above  fpecified,  without  lawfull 
proclamation  of  the  bannes  thril'e,  and  that  within  a  privat  houfe  in  another 
Minifters  bounds,  anfwered.  That  the  proclamatione  preceeded  the  folem- 
nizatione, as  a  teftimoniall  prefented  by  him  thereupon  beareth  ;  and  that 
the  giver  thereof  being  lick  the  day  of  the  Iblemnizatione,  he  executed  the 
office,  and  folemnized  the  marriage  in  the  place  of  ,  for  the  which 

he  fubmitteth  himfelf  willingly  in  the  will  of  the  brethren  :  Which  con- 
feffion  being  conlidered  by  them,  they  find.  That  he  hath  tranfgreffed  the 
acls  of  the  Kirk  in  making  the  faid  marriage  intra  privatos  parietes,  and 
therefor  to  have  incurred  the  penalty  thereof,  viz.  deprivatione  from  his 
office  and  fun6lion  in  time  coming.  C.  &  B.] 
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Seffio  13»- 

[Touching  the  prefentation  of  their  brother,  Mailer  Robert  Pont,  re- 
comniendit  be  the  Kings  Majellie  to  the  Bilchoprick  of  Cathnes  :  The 
faid  Matter  Robert  Pont,  before  his  removing  from  the  Airemblie,  to  no- 
tifie  his  mind  to  the  whole  brethren,  that  no  man  fliould  take  any  jull  oc- 
calion  of  flandering  his  perfon,  declarit,  that  for  fome  loffe  and  hurt  done 
to  him  in  his  trouble,  after  diverfe  futes  given  into  the  Checker,  at  length 
this  prefentation,  without  procurement  of  him,  was  put  in  his  hand  ;  and 
if  the  living  might  be  bruikit  with  iafe  confcience,  and  without  flander  of  the 
Kirk,  defyrit  thair  judgement  ;  this  farre  alwife  being  of  mind  refolved  in 
that'matter,  that  he  would  aggree  to  be  Miniller  of  Dornock,  and  to  take 
vilitation  according  to  the  command  of  the  Kirk  ;  and,  for  his  office  and 
charo-e,  bruik  the  living  only  :  With  the  which  matter,  after  the  removing 
of  the  Hiid  Mafter  Robert,  the  Affemblie  being  in  a  parte  entered  upon 
reafoning,  delayed  their  farther  conlultation  thereof  till  afternoon  ;  delire- 
ing  Mailer  NiccoU  Dagliefli,  Mailer  Peter  Bleckburne,  and  David  Fergu- 
fon,  to  conGder,  be  the  faid  Mafter  Roberts  advice,  what  anfuer  fliall  be 
given  to  the  King  ;  to  be  reported  be  them  again  to  the  Affemblie  at  the 
afternoone.  C.  &  B.] 


Seffio  14^- 

[The  Commiffioners  for  the  toun  of  Edinburgh  requifted,  that  Mafter 
James  Melvill,  or  Mafter  Patrick  Galloway,  might  be  appointed  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  the  place  of  Mafter  James  Loufone,  their  late  Paftor  ;  and  in  cafe 
there  be  laufull  impediment,  that  they  would  appoint  fome  other  qualified 
man.  Mafter  James  and  Mafter  Patrick  alledged  fundrie  impediments 
which  were  found  laufull ;  whereupon  the  Commiflioners  for  the  toun 
defired  Mafter  Robert  Bruce  might  be  appointed  to  fupplie  that  place. 
The  Commiffioners  being  removed,  the  whole  brethren  voted  the  laid  Mr 
Robert  to  be  a  meet  Paftor  for  the  faid  flock,  a  man  endued  with  many 
good  qualtyes  anfuereable  to  that  place,  and  affented,  in  cafe  his  own 
content   might  be  obtained  j  and  ordained  Mr  Andrew  Melvill,   and   Mr 
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David  Liiidfay  to  travell  with  him,   in  their  name,   and  to  exhort  him,   in 
the  name  of  God  and  of  his  Kirk,  to  accept  the  charge.  C] 


Seffio  15^- 

A  letter  [being-]  direfil  be  JohneDuncanfone,  bearing  the  Kings  command 
to  the  Bifchop,  for  deliverance  of  theBookes,  at  leaftfoiire  of  them,  and  that 
Mr  George  goung  was  ftayit  quhill  the  faids  Bookes  fliould  be  delyverit  : 
The  Kirk  immediately  diredlit  [their  brethren,]  Mrs  James  NicolJfone  and 
Alexander  llawfone  to  my  Lord  Secretar,  to  the  efie6l  the  iamein  might  be 
j)refentit ;  and,  after  thair  dire6lioun,  and  reiterat  dire6lioun  of  thair  brether, 
Mrs  Andro  Melvill  and  David Lindlay,  [at  length]  Mr  George  goung  pre- 
lentit  to  the  light  of  the  Kirk  fyve  volumnes  of  thair  AcSlis,  quherof  a  great 
part  being'  niankit ;  and,  after  the  fight  therof,  being  redelyverit  to  the  faid 
Mr  George  :  The  haill  brether  ordainit  ane  heavie  regrate  to  be  made  to 
his  Majeftie  in  article,  lamenting  the  away  taking  and  mutilating  of  the  faids 
Bookes,  and  to  crave  that  the  famein  may  be  reltored  ;  and  alfo,  that  the 
faids  Bookes  may  be  delyverit  in  the  Kirks  hands,  to  remane  with  them  as 
thair  awin  Regifler  ;  namelie,  in  refpeCl  of  the  anfner  returnit  from  my 
Lord  Secreitar,  that  his  Majefties  will  was,  that  the  Kirk  fould  have  in- 
fpedlioun  therof  as  they  had  adoe  prelentlie,  and  to  give  them  vp  againe. 

[Touching  the  new  miffive  thought  good  to  be  dire6led  to  the  Kings 
Majeftie,  for  aniber  to  the  Kings  recommendation  of  their  brother,  Mafter 
Robert  Pont,  to  the  Billioprick  of  Cathnefs  :  The  lame  being  read  pub- 
lickly  was  thought  meeter  to  be  diredled  unto  his  Grace,  then  the  ani'uer 
read  of  before  :  Of  the  which  anfuer  the  tenour  followeth  : — [C.  &  B.] 

Sir,  [Let  it  pleafe  your  Hienes,]  We  have  receivit  gour  letter  willing 
vs  to  ele6l  Mr  Robert  Pont  to  the  Bifchoprick  of  Cathnes,  vacand  be 
deceis  of  vmquhiie  Robert  Erie  of  Marche,  jour  Hienes  uncle.  We  praile 
God  that  gour  Majeftie  lies  fuch  opinioun  and  eftimatioun  of  fuch  a  perfou 
as  we  judge  the  laid  Mr  Robert  to  be,quhom  we  acknowledge  [indeed]  to  be 
alreadie  a  Bil'chop  according  to  the  do6lrine  of  San6t  Paul,  and  qualified  to 
vfe  the  fundlioun  of  a  Paftour  or  Minifter  at  the  Kirk  of  Dornoch,  or  any 
vther  kirk  within  gour  Hienes  realme,  quher  he  is  lawfullie  callit,  and 
worthie  to  have  a  competent  living  appointit  to  him   [therfor  ;'}  as  alfo  to 

4  T 
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have  the  office  of  a  Commiffioner  or  Vifitor  in  the  bounds  [or  diocie]  of 
Caithnes,  if  he  be  burdenit  [therwith] :  But  as  to  that  corrupt  eftate  or  office 
of  them  quho  hes  bein  termed  Bifchops  heirtofoir,  we  find  it  not  aggreable 
to  the  Word  of  God,  and  it  hes  bein  damnit  in  diverfe  vther  our  Afl'em- 
blies  ;  neither  is  the  faid  Mr  Robert  willing  to  attempt  thefamein  in  that 
manner :  The  quhilk  we  thoght  good  to  iignifie  vnto  gour  Majellie,  for  anfuer 
vnto  gour  Hienes  letter  of  nominatioun,  and  have  ordainit  our  brether  to  be 
appointit  Commilfioners  to  awaite  vpon  the  nixt  Parliament,  to  conferre 
Avith  gour  Hienes  and  Counfell  [at  more  length,]  if  neid  beis,  heirvpon. 
This,  eftir  offering  our  humble  obedience,  we  earneflly  wilbh  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  to  aifiil  gour  Hienes  in  all  godlie  affaires.  From  our  Generall 
[Affemblie,]  the  28  of  Junij  1587- 

[Touching  the  quellioun  moved,  If  fufpenfioun  of  a  Miniller  from  the 
fundlioun  of  the  Miniftrie  for  a  tyme,  for  juft  caufes,  be  repugnant  to  the 
Word  of  God,  or  no  :  The  AiFembly,  albeit  they  think  no  jufl  doubt  may 
be  moved  in  this  matter,  in  refpedl  of  diverie  conclufiouns  of  befor,  with 
the  daylie  practile  and  example  fenlyne  ;  yet  the  matter  being  reafonit  de 
novo,  C.  &  B.]  It  is  found,  that  the  famein  aggries  with  the  Word  of 
God  and  his  Scriptures  ;  and  therfor  the  a6ls  made  theranent  of  befor,  to 
Hand  in  full  [force  and]  ftrenth,  and  not  to  be  callit  back  [againe]  in  any 
wife. 

[It  was  aggreed  that  one  article  be  prefented  to  the  King,  expreifing 
their  griefF,  that  fundrie  papifts  of  great  calling  are  promotted  to  offices 
and  benefices  contrair  to  the  a6ls  of  Parliament  ;  and  that  Inch,  and  others 
of  higher  rank  within  the  countrey,  take  upon  them  the  maintenance  of 
Papifts  and  idolaters,  namely  the  Earles  of  Huntle  and  Sutherland,  the 
Lord  Hume,  the  Lord  Gray,  the  Lord  Heries,  the  Laird  of  Fintrie,  and 
young  Glenbervie.  C] 


Seflio  16»- 

It  is  concludit  that  all  Paftours  of  quhatfoevir  fort  they  be,  (albe  fubieel 
to  the  cenfure  and  tryall  of  thair  brether,  afweill  of  the  Prefbitries  as  Sy- 
nodall  and  Generall  AfTemblies,  concerning  their  lyfe,  converlatioun,  and 
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dodlrine  ;  and  fucli  as  refufes  tliair  tryall  or  cenfure,  that  the  I'aids  Prelbi- 
tries,  Synodall  or  Generall  Affemblies  proceid  againft  them. 

Mr  Andro  Melvill  was  ordainit  to  pen  a  favourable  wryting,  [in  name 
of  the  Affemblie]  to  the  Miniilrie  in  Danlkine,  congratulating  thair  em- 
bracing of  the  trueth  in  the  matter  of  the  Sacrament. 

[Mr  Robert  Bruce  being  prefent  and  defired  to  accept  the  charge  [of  the 
Kirk  in  Edinburgh,  in  the  place  of  Mailer  James  Loufone,  late  Pallor 
thereof,]  declared  he  was  not  yet  reColved  to  accept  the  famine  fimpliciter, 
alwife  he  would  communicat  his  labours  to  that  flock  till  the  nixt  Synod  ; 
and  if  he  found  himfelfe  then  refolved,  and  meet  for  the  charge,  he  Ihould 
continue  ;  otherwife  he  would  be  free. 

As  for  Mailer  Patrick  Adamfon  :  The  Affembly  had  agreed  to  anfuer, 
that  there  was  nothing  proceeded  againft  him  in  the  AQembly. 

As  to  Mr  David  Cuningham  :  There  was  a  notorious  llander  in  his 
perfon,  and  the  brethren  could  not  fee  nor  know  any  clear  purgatione  as 
yet. 

James  Gibfon  was  abfent.     Mr  John  Couper  defired  to  be  heard. 


SelTio  17"- 

For  penning  the  inftruclions  to  be  given  to  the  brethren  appointed  to  take 
order,  and  give  anfuer  unto  five  articles  propouned  by  the  Kings  Majefty 
unto  the  Affembly ;  the  Aflembly  hath  nominated  their  brethren,  Mailer 
James  Melvill,  Mafter  John  Craig,  Matter  Paul  Frafer,  Mafter  George 
Munroe,  Mafter  William  Watfone,  Mafter  John  Keith,  and  Mafter  Wil- 
liam Stirling,  and  appointed  them  to  exhibite  the  faid  inftrudlions  after 
noon  to  the  Conference.  C] 

[The  tenor  of  the  Articles  propouned  for  the  Kings  Majeftie.  C.  &  B.] 

1.  If  any  contraverlie  be  concerning  the  Bifchop  of  San6l  Androes,  That 
it  be  reafonit  in  his  Jlajefties  prefence. 

2.  That  the  Bifchop  of  Aberdein  be  not  intrett  in  his  jurifdi6lioun  and 
living,  bot  the  famein  to  be  exercit  be  himfelfe,  becaufe  the  alledgit  flander, 
quherby  he  was  damnified  of  befor,  is  fufficiently  tryit  and  removeit. 

3.  Concerning  James  Gibfone  and  Mr  John  Couper,   That  they  ac- 
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knowledge  and  confefle  tliair  publick  offences  and  flanders  aganis  his  Ma- 
jeftie,  and  fatiffie  therfor  as  he  fall  think  good,  or  vtherwayes  be  deprivit 
from  all  fun6lioiin  in  the  Kirk. 

4.  Concerning  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  That  he  be   receivit,  without 
farther  ceremonie,  to  the  fellowf'chip  and  favour  of  the  Kirk. 

5.  Concerning  the   Laird  of  Fintries    excommunicatione,    quhilk  was 
fomequhat  extraordinar,  To  be  declarit  null. 

[The  Generall  Aflembly  of  the  Kirk  giveth  their  full  power  an  co;n- 
miffion  to  their  loved  brethren  underwritten,  that  is  to  fay,  Johne  Erikin  of 
Dunne,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Andro  ]\lelvill,  David^Lindfay,  Thomas  Buchan- 
nan,  Andro  Hay,  Robert  Bruce,  Johne  Robertfone,  Alexander  Rawfone, 
Robert  Grahame,  Patrick  Galloway,  David  Fergufone,  NicoU  Dalgleifh, 
Johne  Porterfield,  James  Anderfoun,  Johne  Duncanfone,  Adame  John- 
ftoune,  Walter  Balcanquell,  Andro  Clayhills,  and  Johne  Brand,  Minillers 
of  Chrifls  Evangel],  or  any  threttine  of  them,  with  all  humility,  due  fub- 
million  and  reverence,  to  prefent  to  the  Kings  Majelly  and  Lords  of  Arti- 
cles of  his  Hienes  Parliament,  fuch  articles,  heads,  and  humble  petitions 
given  to  them  be  the  laid  Affembly,  tending  to  the  advancement  of  Chrilts 
true  religione,  and  eftablifliing  of  good  difcipline  within  the  Kirk  of  this 
realme ;  and,  with  all  earneil  diligence,  care  and  travell,  make  fupplica- 
tione  and  right  humble  fuite,  that  the  lame  may  be  granted,  paft  in  a6ls 
and  lawG,  and  be  eftabliflied  and  fett  doun  by  his  Majefty  and  Noble  Ellates 
of  his  Parliament ;  and  therupon,  if  need  fliall  be,  to  treat,  conferre  and 
reafon,  and  upon  fuch  other  matters  and  heads  as  fhall  be  propouned  on 
his  Majeftys  behalfe  ;  and  further,  to  give  anfuer  to  his  Majeftys  five  Ar- 
ticles propouned  to  the  Affembly,  and  to  refolve  and  proceed  thereanent 
according  to  the  inllru6lions  given  to  them  ;  and  to  the  effe6l  that  the  laid 
brethren  may  be  the  readier  and  more  refolute,  that  they  conveen  at  Edin- 
burgh the  tenth  day  of  July  nixt ;  and  what  fliall  be  proceeded  or  done 
concerning  the  faid  commiffion  in  all  points,  to  report  again  to  the  nixt 
Generall  Aflembly  of  the  brethren:  firme  and  ftable  holding  and  for  to 
hold  what  their  faid  brethren  in  the  premilTes  laufully  leid  to  be  done. 
Given  in  the  faid  Generall  Affembly  of  the  Kirk,  day,  year,  and  place  fore- 
laid.  C.  &  B.] 
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[The  tenor  of  the]   Inftru6liouns   to   the   Commiffioners  appointit  to 
waite  on  the  Parliament. 

1.  As  concerning  the  Kings  Articles  :  In  the  firft  two,  Let  the  judge- 
ment of  the  Aireniblie  be  followit  and  notified  to  his  JMajeftie. 

As  to  the  third,  They  fall  travell  by  all  good  means  poUible,  to  meale  his 
Majeilie  in  this  matter  and  bring  it  in  oblivioun  ;  and,  faiigieing  thereof,  in 
cafe  they  fall  find  any  good  aflTured  hope  that  the  Kirks  Articles  falbe  Weill 
lookit  vpon,  and  grantit  to  palle  in  Parliament,  they  fall  preafe  to  bring  the 
matter  to  luch  a  mids  as  may  belt  aggrie  with  the  honour  of  the  Miniftrie,  fa- 
tiffieing  the  offence  of  the  godlie,  and  confcience  of  the  brether  themfelves, 
againfl  quhom  his  Majeftie  hes  takin  offence,  as  may  be  that  in  ipeciall  quhilk 
his  Hienes  Commiffioners  fend  in  wryte  to  ane  of  the  faid  brether  ;  vtiier- 
wayes  if  they  be  urgeit  to  the  Article  as  it  Hands,  they  fall  leave  the 
matter  haill,  and  frie  to  be  tryed  and  judgeit  be  the  Generall  AU'emblie. 

As  to  the  fourth.  They  fall  difpenfe  with  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  in 
fome  ceremonies  vfed  in  repentance,  in  cafe  they  find  his  Majeftie  willing 
to  remitt  fbmequhat  of  the  rigour  of  his  Majeflies  fatilfadlionn  cravit  of  the 
twa  brethren,  be  quhom  he  finds  his  Hienes  offendit. 

As  to  the  fyft,  concerning  the  Laird  of  Fintrie,  They  fall  fliew  his  Ma- 
jeftie that  the  Kirk  hes  appointit  certaine  of  brethren  to  fie  quhat  eft'edl  the 
di'aling  of  them  that  was  appointit  in  the  lafl  AQemblie  hes  takin  with 
him,  [and  to  travell  further  be  all  good  means  with  him]  to  bring  him  by 
repentance  to  the  bofome  of  the  [true]]  Kirk,  quherby  that  fentence  may 
be  in  verie  deid  annullit. 

They  fall  admitt  nothing  hurtful!  nor  prejudiciall  to  the  difcipline  of  the 
Kirk,  as  it  is  concludit  according  to  the  Word  of  God  in  the  Generall 
AfTemblie  [of  the  Kirk]  preceiding  the  84  geir  of  God,  bot  preceiflie  feik 
the  fame  to  be  ratified  and  allowit,  if  poffiblie  it  may  be. 

And  finallie.  In  all  let  God  be  feared,  and  a  good  confcience  keiped,  in 
procureing  the  weill  of  the  Kirk,  and  taking  away  all  impediments  con- 
trair  therto. 


Seffio  18»- 
[Touching  the  Commiflioners  of  Countries  :   It  is  concluded  their  com- 
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miflions  fliall  continue  from  AITembly  to  Affembly  ;  and  that  the  brethren 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  Parliament  fupplicat  his  Majefty,  that  the  Com- 
miffioners  appointed  by  them  in  their  laft  Affembly  may  be  continued  yet, 
feeing  there  is  no  fault  found  with  them  for  the  prefent.  C] 

It  was  vottit  and  concluded,  that  nane  falbe  admittit  to  any  Perfonage 
or  Vickarrag-e,  quho  fall  not  be  qualified  to  teach  and  preach  the  Word. 

[An  article  to  be  conceaved  and  given  in  with  the  reft  of  the  articles, 
that  an  adl  may  be  concluded  in  Parliament,  That  whereas  beneficed  men 
are  called  to  hear  them  deprived  before  the  Judges  ecclefiaftical  deputed 
thereto,  that  their  living  during  the  time  of  the  dependance  of  the  pro- 
ceDTe,  in  cate  they  be  deprived,  may  be  taken  up  and  applyed  to  the  ufe  of 
the  Kirk. 

The  Affembly  anfwered  to  Mr  John  Coupers  demand  if  they  found 
any  fault  in  him  wherefore  his  mouth  fliould  be  clofed,  That  they  found 
no  fault  with  him.  Mailer  John  protefted,  that  for  as  much  as  that  matter 
was  committed  to  certain  Commifiioners,  that  if  they  decreed  any  thing  to 
his  prejudice,  he  be  not  obliged  thereto,  unleffe  they  all  agree  in  una 
voce.    C] 

The  nixt  Affemblie  [is  appointed  to  conveen]  at  Edinburgh,  the  firfl 
Tuelday  of  Julij. 
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[The    Generall   Affemblie  conveened  by  the   Kings  call,]   at  Eden- 
burgh,  in  the  New  Kirk,  the  vj  day  of  Feberwar  1587. 

Exhortatioun  made  be  Mr  Andro  Melvill,  [Principall  of  the  New  Col- 
ledge  of  San6l  Androes,  Moderator  of  the  laft  Airemblie.]  Leits,  Mrs 
Thomas  Buchannan,  Peter  Blackburne,  Patrick  Galloway,  Kobert  Bruce, 
and  NicoU  Dalgleifli :  The  faid  Mr  Robert  was  choiin  Moderatour  hac 
vice. 

[For  the  readier  expeditioun  of  matters  to  be  treated,]  the  haill  Kirk 
hes  defyrit  the  Kings  Majefties  Commillioners,  the  ]\Ir  of  Lindefay,  my 
Lord  Vchiltrie,  the  Laird  of  Lochlevin,  the  Conllable  of  Dundee,  the  Tu- 
tour  of  PitcuiTe,  the  Lairds  of  Killuthie,  Caprintoun,  Quhittinghame, 
[Carnell,]  Mr  Johne  Lindlay,  Senatour  of  the  Colledge  of  Juftice, 
.Johiie  Johnftoun,  Coramiffioner  of  Edenburgh,  Alexander  Scrymgeour, 
Commiffioner  of  Dundie,  William  Mengies,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  David 
Lindfay,  Andro  Melvill,  Thomas  Buchannan,  Peter  Blackburne,  William 
Chryflefone,  to  concurre  with  the  Moderatour  in  advifeing  of  fpeciall  mat- 
ters to  be  [reafoned  and]  concludit  [in  the  Affemblie,  at  exterordinary 
hours.] 

Forlameikle  as  this  Affemblie  being  extraordinarlie  conveinit  for  the 
great  dangers  appearing  to  the  Evangell  within  this  country,  quhilk  is  in 
a  particular  dilatit  be  the   Moderatour,   it  was  proponit  in  a  deliberatioun. 


704  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1587. 

Quhat  fould  be  the  readieft  way  to  quench  the  prefent  fyre  of  Papiftrie 
kindlit  throughout  all  the  haill  countrey  :  And  becaufe  the  propolitioun 
was  of  great  weight,  the  Affemblie  requyrit  the  Barronis  and  Gentlemen 
on  thair  part,  the  Commiffioners  of  Burrowis  on  the  2  pairt,  and  the  Min- 
iflrie  on  the  3  pairt,  to  conveine  themfelves  apairt  [at  four  hours,]  advile 
and  propone  thair  advj'ce  to  the  Moderatour  and  his  AITeflburs  the  morne, 
fuch  mides  as  they  find  for  them  ;  and,  for  furtherance  heirof,  ordaines 
Mrs  Peeter  Blackburne  and  Hew  Fullertoun  to  give  informatioun  of  the 
evidents  therof  in  thair  countreyes  ;  inioyning  farther  to  the  haill  brether 
and  CommiDTioners  of  the  countreyes  to  give  in  thair  delatiouns  of  Papiftrie 
and  Jefuites  the  morne  in  wryt  to  the  Affemblie. 


Seffio  3*- 

[Touching  the  head  propouned  yelternight  concerning  a  prefent  remedy 
for  purging  this  land  of  Papifts  and  Idolaters  :]  The  advyce  of  the  Noble- 
men and  Barronis  was  prefentit  [in  writt]  to  the  Affemblie,  red,  and  be 
commoun  coni'ent  [of  the  whole  AiFembly]  thoght  [very]  meit  [and  expe- 
dient ;]  alwayes  firft,  it  ieimed  good  that  [a  number  of  the  Noblemen, 
Barrens  and  Minifters  fhould  be  dire6led  to  his  Majeily,  to  witt,]  Archi- 
bald Erie  of  Angus,  my  Lords  Marfchelj,  Marre,  Ochiltrie,  and  Sinklair, 
the  Lairds  of  Coldinknowis,  Lochlevin,  the  Tutour  of  Pitcurre,  the  Con- 
ftable  of  Dundie,  Alexander  Scrymgeour,  Johne  Adamfone,  Mrs  David 
Lindef  ay,  Patrick  Galloway,  David  Fergufone,  Kobert  Pont,  and  Peeter 
Blackburne,  to  conferre  [and  communicat]  wilh  his  Majefiie  vpon  the 
lame  heid  [at  luch  an  hour]  as  they  falbe  advertifed  from  the  Chancellor. 

[Followeth  the  tenour  of  the  faid  advyce.  C] 

The  advyce  of  the  Noblemen,  Barrones,  and  Gentlemen,  anent  [the 
head  propouned  in  the  Affembly  for]  the  purging  of  the  land  of 
Idolatrie  [and  feditious  entyfers.] 

1.  That  the  Lawes  of  the  countrey  without  delay  be  execute  againil  all 
Jefuites,  Seminarie  Priefts,  Idolaters,  and  mantainers  therof;  and  for  that 
effe6l  every  man,  afweill  of  the  Gentlemen  as  of  the  jMiniilrie  heir  afiem- 
blit,  fall,  as  they  will  anfuer  to  God,  and  as  they  tender  his  glorie  and  the 
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Weill  of  his  Kirk,  give  vp  prefentlie  in  catalogue  to  the  Moderatour  and 
Clerk,  the  names  of  fuch  as  they  [kno^y  and]  efteime  to  be  Jeluites  and 
Seuiinarie  Priells,  traffiquers  aganis  religioun,  receipters,  intertainers  or 
mantainers  of  fuch  perfons  :  The  quhilk  names  falbe  givin  [in]  to  Sir  Ro- 
bert Melvill,  Thefaurer,  quho  hes  promifit  within  48  houres  therafter  to 
diipatch  fnmmounds  vpon  them  all. 

iJ.  Seeing  the  danger  created  be  the  faids  perfons  is  imminent,  and  the 
[ordenar  and]  formall  executioun  of  the  faid  lawis  will  requyre  a  large 
procefs  of  tyme,  his  Majeflie  and  Counfell  to  be  earneiilie  lolicit  and  vrged 
to  provyde  incontinent  iome  extraordinar  remedy  for  the  extraordinary 
danger,  and  execute  the  laws  without  delay  vpon  the  chiefell  of  the  Je- 
fuitcs  and  thair  mantainers,  doing  as  if  trealbn  were  intendit  againft  his 
[Majeflies]  awin  perfon  and  crowne. 

3.  If  the  Affemblie  fall  think  expedient,  the  faids  Noblemen,  Barronis 
and  Gentlemen  prefentlie  affemblit,  fall  gang  together  to  his  Majellie,  and 
regrate  the  caufe  of  the  Kirk  and  commoun  weill  to  his  Hienes,  and  the 
danger  quherin  the  libertie  of  this  realme,  thair  lifes  and  confciences  Hands 
into,  be  the  craft  of  Jefuites  and  traffiquers,  quho  hes  feducit  and  flirred 
vp  enemies  both  inteitine  and  forraine,  to  bereave  them  of  the  lame  ;  and 
offer  themfelves,  thair  lyves,  lands,  and  friends,  to  be  employit  at  his  Ma- 
jellies  pleafure,  for  preventing  thair  mofl,  dangerous  attempts  and  bloodie 
devyfes. 


Seffio  i^- 

[Mr  Patrick  Adamfone  was  cited  by  diredtion  of  the  Synod  of  Fife  to 
compear  before  the  Generall  AlTembly  the  fecond  day  therof,  with  con- 
tinuation of  dayes,  to  anfuer  for  giving  collation  of  the  Vicarage  of 
Leuchars  to  Mailer  Andrew  Allan,  without  confent  of  the  Prefbytrie  of 
Sandl  Andreus  where  the  benefice  lyeth,  and  without  confent  of  his  AfTef- 
fors,  expreffly  againll  the  a6l  made  be  his  Majefty,  and  Generall  AHembly. 
He  was  called  on  in  the  fourth  Seflion,  but  compeared  not. 


4  u 
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Seffio  5^- 

Touching  the  diligence  of  the  Miniftry  in  trying  the  affedlion  of  the 
Noblemen,  Barrons  and  Gentlemen  to  the  religion  :  Becaufe  a  part  hereof 
have  been  negle6led,  and  flxortnefs  of  time  and  ignorance  pretexed  in  ex- 
cuie,  the  AflTembly  exhorteth  the  brethren  which  have  been  remiffe  in  do- 
ing their  dutie  herein,  without  any  delay  to  fupplie  their  negligence  and 
travells  in  all  parts,  where  the  fame  hath  been  committed,  as  they  will 
anfwer  to  their  dutie ;  and  ordaineth  Mailer  NicoU  DalgleiQi  and  Mafler 
Adam  Johnftoune  to  pallb  to  the  Lord  Hume  now  being  in  this  toune, 
and  precifely  urge  an  anfuer  in  the  faid  matter. 

It  was  ordained  that  an  article  fliould  be  given  in  to  the  King,  bearing 
regrate  for  the  decay  of  certane  kirks  which  are  ruinous,  and,  without 
haftie  repare,  are  not  able  to  be  remedied,  namely  Glafgow,  Dumfermling, 
Dumblain  ;  and  that  his  Majeftie  fliould  be  defired  to  interpone  his  power 
to  caufe  the  Earle  of  Huntlie,  the  Abbot  of  Dumfermling,  to  repare  Dum- 
fermling ;  the  Bifchop  of  Dumblane,  Dumblane;  and  for  reparing  of 
Glafgow,  to  take  order  that  the  lead  fallen  or  like  to  fall  may  be  imployed 
to  the  fclating  and  repairing  thereof,  which  would  be  a  great  parte  of  the 
charges.  C] 

All  Minifters  within  thair  awin  bounds  were  exhortit  to  travell  earnellly 
with  thair  parochiners,  and  inform  them  of  the  neceffitie  of  the  exyled 
brether  in  France  for  the  religioun,  that  they  may  be  fiipportit. 

Ordaines  Mrs  Robert  Rollock,  Andro  Melvill,  Thomas  Buchannan,  and 
Patrick  Sharp,  to  vilite  the  reply  made  be  Mr  Patrick  Blackburne  to  [the 
book  of  the  Jefuitc]  Mr  James  Gordoun. 


Seffio  G-- 

The  Lords  dire6lit  to  the  Kings  Majeflie  reportit  they  had  conferrit  [at 
length  with  his  Grace  upon  fome  generall  heads,  as  namely,]  concerning 
Papifts,  planting  of  kirks,  difcipline,  and  the  poore,  [and]  receivit  [very] 
good  [and  comfortable]  anfuers,  as,  namely,  that  there  was  more  miller  of 
executioun  aganis  Papifts  nor  advyfeing  ;  and  that  his  Hienes  was  glad  of  the 
folemnitie  [and  frequency]  of  the  Affemblie,  and  before  the  diflblving  tlicr- 
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of  defvrit  that  they  Ihould  refort  to  him,  quher  they  fould  heir  farther  of 
[his]  g-ood  will  :  get  becaiife  ther  was  many  particulars  quhilk  [were  com- 
prehended] vnder  [the  faid]  generalls,  his  Grace  had  appointit  faxe  of  his 
Counfell,  with  fo  many  as  the  Kirk  Ibuld  appoint  on  the  vther  fyde,  to 
conferre  the  morne.  [To  the  which  cffe6l]  the  Affemblie  nomiuat  for 
the  part  of  the  Kirk,  the  Lairds  of  Wedderburne,  Killuthie,  Capringtoun, 
Ormelloun,  Quhittinghame,  Johne  Johniloun,  Alexander  Scrymgeour, 
William  Mengies,  Oliver  Peibles,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  David  Lindfay,  An- 
dro  Melvill,  Peter  Blackburne. 

[The  AlTembly  thinketh  meet,  confidering  the  prel'ent  neceffity  of  the 
Miniftry,  that  his  Majefly  may  be  intreated  to  grant  to  the  act  devifed  by 
the  Lords  of  the  Exchecker,  of  the  third  in  favours  of  planting  of  the 
Kirks,  and  to  eftablifli  the  iiime  by  a6l  of  Secret  Counfell ;  and  that  with- 
out prejudice  of  any  further  benefite  or  right  given  and  granted  to  them 
be  aSs  of  Parliament  made  in  their  favours. 


Sellio  T- 
Mr  Patrick  Adarafone  was  ordained  to  be  prefent  at  the  nixt  Sefiion. 

Seffio  8»- 

Ane  excufe  lent  from  Mr  Patrick  Adamfone  was  prefented  to  the  Mo- 
derator, bearing  in  efFe6l  that,  if  he  were  prefent,  he  would  onely  feek  a 
copie  of  his  delation,  and  therefore  defired  a  copy,  that  the  proceffe  be  not 
led  verbalie.  C] 

The  AUerablie  direflit  the  Minifler  of  Dyfert  to  charge  Mr  Patrick 
Adamlbne  to  compeir  perl'onallie  befor  them,  and  to  crave  his  awin  pe- 
titioun. 

[He  compeared,  and  anfuered.  The  fummonds  were  negative,  whereof 
he  would  prove  the  affirmative,  to  witt,  that  he  gave  collation  with  advice 
of  the  moft  parte  of  his  Affeffors,  being  exeemed  by  fpeciall  exception 
from  the  Prefbytrie,  in  fo  farr  as  Mr  James  and  Mr  Robert  Wilkie,  and 
Mr  James  Marline  gave  Ipecial  confent  thereto,  and  produced  an  inftru- 
ment,  dated  the  20  of  Apriie  1587,  to  that  efFe6l.     Mr  Robert  denyed  be- 
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fore  the  AU'enibly,  that  ever  he  gave  confent.  Mr  James  Marline  denyed 
he  faw  inftruments  taken  thereupon.  He  alledged  likwife,  that  he  re- 
quired John  Ure  and  others  of  his  Affeffors  by  write  to  come  to  him  for 
that  purpofe,  but  that  he  refufed.  John  Ure  granted  he  was  written  for, 
but  went  not  to  him,  nor  wrott  not,  becaufe  he  carried  no  favour  to  the 
Bifliop,  and  heard  evill  bruts  of  Mr  Andrew.  He  alledged  lickwife,  that 
he  had  required  Mr  Adam  Mitchel  and  other  of  his  AflefiTors  prefent,  but 
he  refufed  to  come,  and  refufed  to  give  his  alFent  ;  and  therefore  he  alled- 
ged that  he  had  the  confent  of  three  of  his  AlFelFors,  and  that  John  Ure 
his  taciturnity  was  to  be  taken  for  a  confent ;  and  therefore  howbeit  Mr 
Adam  Mitchell  refuied,  yet  he  had  proceeded  to  the  collation  with  the 
advice  and  confent  of  the  moft  parte  of  his  Affeffors,  being  leven  in  num- 
ber ;  But  the  Affembly  findeth  that  the  filence  of  John  Ure  induceth  no 
confent,  and  that  he  had  controveened  the  act  in  giving  the  collation, 
without  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  moft  parte  of  his  Afleflbrs.  Mr 
Patrick  proteiled,  in  refpe6l  he  had  required  his  Affeffors,  as  he  alledged, 
at  divers  dayes,  they  not  compearing,  he  was  not  holden  to  delay  the  col- 
lation, but  might  have  proceeded  as  he  did.  The  Affembly  ordained  the 
officer  of  the  Kirk  to  warne  them  to  compear  before  them  the  nixt  day 
after  noon. 

Touching  the  conference  of  the  brethren  appointed  by  the  Affembly 
with  the  Kings  Commiffioners  after  noon  yefterday  :  Report  being  made 
by  Mr  David  Lindfay  in  name  of  the  reft,  that  they  had  conferred  upon 
two  heads,  viz.  planting  of  Kirks,  and  viiitation  to  bo  had  of  the  dangerous 
partes  of  the  coimtrey,  where  Papiftrey  and  corruption  hath  chiefly  made 
the  brufche. 

And  as  concerning  the  planting  of  Kirks  and  provifion,  they  had  found 
it  good  that  the  Laird  of  Colluthie,  Mafter  John  Lindfiiy,  the  Clerk  of 
Regifter,  and  Mafter  John  Nicolfone,  with  fuch  as  the  Affembly  fliall  no- 
minate, fliould  lit  doun  and  examine  what  the  fumme  of  the  whole  thrids 
will  amount  unto  in  vifiluall  and  money  ;  what  is  given  out  to  the  Kirk, 
what  in  penlions,  and  what  to  the  Kings  houfe  ;  that  it  may  be  conlidered 
how  the  prefent  neceffity  of  the  Kirk  may  be  helped  without  the  prejudice 
of  the  full  patrymoney  thereof;  and  to  that  effect  defired  the  Affembly  to 
nominate  for  their  parte  to  conveen  as  the  Chancellour  fliould  give  adver- 
tifement:  To  the  which  the  Affembly  nominated  Mafter  David  Lindfay, 
Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan. 
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And  ficklyke  it  was  thoug-lit  good,  the  Affembly  lliould  nominate  cer- 
taine  perfons  of  the  ^iliniftrie  to  vifit  the  dangerous  parts  of  the  countrey, 
wherexinto  the  Kings  Grace  would  interpone  his  authority,  and  joyne  cer- 
tane  to  concurre  with  them  :  For  the  which  effect  the  Affembly  hath  no- 
minated for  the  North,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne,  Mr  Adam 
Johnftone  ;  Mr  Nicol  Dagleifli,  Mr  David  Lindlay,  Mr  Robert  Hepburne, 
for  the  South  :  The  fpeciall  heads  of  their  commiffion,  and  the  tyme  of 
uling  thereof,  to  be  penned  by  the  faid  Mr  Robert  and  Mr  David.  C] 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  :  The  Kirk  having 
takin  condderatioun  of  the  proces  led  againft  him,  and  of  the  circumflances 
of  that  matter,  [finds]  he  may  be  admittit  Paftour  over  a  flock  quher  he  lies 
not  bein  flanderous,  provyding  that  he  be  found  qualified  in  ij'fe  and  doc- 
trine. 

[The  Lord  Privie  Seal  dire6led  from  the  King,  declared  that  his  Hienes 
was  informed,  that  James  Gibfon,  Miniller  of  Pencaitland,  had  promifed  to 
the  brethren  upon  the  conference,  to  latiffy  the  King  for  fome  words  ut- 
tered in  his  fermon,  and  willed  the  Affembly  to  enquire  at  the  laid  brethren, 
what  he  had  promifed,  and  to  fee  if  the  famine  had  been  performed  ;  if  not, 
that  fatiffaftion  be  made  to  his  Highnefs  honour. 

James  Gibfon  being  called,  confeffed  he  had  promifed  to  the  brethren 
that  which  he  had  not  performed  ;  and  that  he  was  induced  to  the  laid  pro- 
mife  through  infirmitie,  meaning  the  fear  of  danger  to  the  Kirk  ingenerall, 
and  the  deftrudlion  of  his  own  flock  in  particular ;  but  that  he  did  know 
or  find  nothing  in  his  own  confcience,  wherein  he  had  ofi'ended  his  Majelly 
in  any  thing  he  fpake  :  The  Affemblie  ordained  him  to  be  prefent  at  the 
privie  conference  after  noon.  C] 


Seffio  9^- 

The  Chancellar  being  prefent,  defyrit  [the  breither]  to  wey  if  James 
(jiblbne  had  not  offendit  the  Kings  Majellie,  not  only  that  he  had  vttered 
in  his  fermoun  thir  words  following  aganis  the  Kings  Majeftie,  viz.  That 
he  weined  that  [before]  James  Stewart  and  Lady  Elifabeth  and  William 
Stewart  had  bein  the  perfecuters  of  the  Kirk ;  bot  now  he  finds  [plain]  be 
experience,  that  the  King  himfelfe  hes  bein  the  perfecuter  :  As  Jeroboam, 
for  eredling  of  Idolatrie  and  permitting  thereof,  was  the  laft  of  his  pol- 
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terit}',  fo  he  fearit  if  he  continuit,  he  ibuld  conclude  his  race  :  But  alio 
in  that,  he  acknowledging-  to  the  brethren  of  the  Conference  that  he  had 
offendit  his  Grace,  he  [had]  promifed  to  make  fatiffadlioun,  and  had  failed 
and  brokin  promife  :  For  after  calling  of  tlie  laid  James,  quho  compeirit 
not,  my  Lord  Chancellour  defyrit  the  Moderatour  [to  put]  to  the  vote  of 
the  Allemblie,  If  the  words  above  fpecified  were  offeniive  :  Quho,  in  re- 
fpedl  that  none  offerit  any  reafon  againfl  the  fame,  proponit  the  famein  in 
termes  to  them,  quho  for  the  moll  part  vottit  affirmative,  the  fame  words 
to  be  offenfive. 


Seilio  10^- 

Anent  the  forme  of  repentance  prefcryvit  for  adulterie,  liomicide,  and 
vther  crymes,  quherof  the  latiffadlioun,  of  befor,  be  the  a6ls  of  the  Kirk, 
was  made  befor  the  Synodall  Affemblie  :  Seeing,  in  many  parts  of  the 
countrey,  the  penitents,  at  fuch  tyraes  of  the  geir  quhen  Synodall  Affem- 
blies  are  haldin,  are  in  laufull  traffiqueing  furth  of  the  coimtrey.  It  is  found 
expedient  in  tyme  comeing,  quher  Preibytries  are  weill  ordoured  and  eflab- 
liflied  be  the  judgement  of  the  Synodall  Affemblies,  [that]  the  laids  penitents 
fall  performe  vniverfallie  through  the  realrae,  thair  iatiffadlioun  befor  the 
laids  Preibytries,  in  I'uch  forme  as  they  were  accuftomit  befor  the  Synodalls  ; 
vtherwayes,  quher  the  Preibytries  are  not  get  well  [ordered  or]  conftitute 
be  the  judgement  of  thair  Synodall  Affemblies,  the  accuftomit  ordour  to  be 
keipit. 

[My  Lord  Privie  Seal  defired  Mr  John  Couper  to  be  removed  from 
Edenburgh  to  Glafgow.  Mr  Gualter  Balcalquall  alledged  he  was  bound  be 
ane  a6l  of  the  Seffion  of  the  Kirk  of  Edenburgh  to  them,  as  their  ordenar 
Minifter.     Mr  Gualter  was  ordained  to  produce  the  a&,  after  noon.  C] 


Sefiio  11^- 

Forfameikle  as  befor  noone,  James  Gibfone  being  prefent,  was  fum- 
mound  be  the  voyce  of  the  Moderatour  to  be  prefent  after  noone,  to  heir 
the  matter  concerning  him  reafoned,  and  it  was  teflified  be  diverfe  of  the 
brether,   quho  late  near  him,  [and]  heard,   he  promifed  to  ccmpeir  ;    and 
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get  being  oft  tymes  callit  and  compeirit  not  :  The  Aflerablie  finds  him 
contuniax  for  not  compeiring,  nor  fending-  any  reafonable  excufe  for  his 
ablence. 

[Mr  Patrick  Adamfon  was  delated  for  giving  collation  to  Mr  Patrick 
Thomfon  of  the  Perfonage  of  Flifli.  without  the  advice  of  his  Affeffors  ; 
and  of  the  Vicarge  of  to  a  child  of  eleven  years  old,  it  being 

a  benefice  of  cure  :  He  being  prefent  anlwered,  That  both  the  one  and 
the  other  were  done  before  the  a6l  of  the  Conference  :  and  that  the  Bifliops 
of  San6l  Andrews  are  bound  to  the  Earle  of  Rothes  to  doe  the  firil  by 
an  old  indenture. 


Seffio  12^- 

The  Aflenibly  judged  Mr  Patrick  Adanifone,  in  refpecl  of  tranfgrefTmg 
the  acl  of  the  Conference,  to  be  worthie  of  deprivation  ;  but  before  any 
fentence  be  pronunced,  the  Affembly  willeth  their  brethren  appointed  to 
prefent  their  articles  to  the  King,  to  informe  his  Majeftj'  of  their  proceed- 
ings againtt  him. 

[Anent  Mr  John  Couper  to  be  removed  from  Edenburgh  to  Glafgow  :] 
The  matter  being  reafoned,  and  the  reafons  of  the  Counfell  of  the  toun 
being  heard,  the  Afl"embly  remitted  the  acceptatione  of  the  Miniftry  of 
Glafgow  to  his  owne  choile,  and  ordained  him  to  refolve. 


Seffio  13«- 

[The  Chancellar  declared,  that  for  the  Kings  Commiffioners  they  had 
confidered  the  articles  penned  by  the  brethren  for  planting  of  Kirks,  and 
thought  a  great  parte  thereof  fliould  be  granted  ;  but  delired  the  AlFembly 
to  determine  in  the  a6lion  concerning  James  Gibfon.  He  alledged  the 
Affembly  had  proceeded  thus  farre,  That  the  words  produced  in  write 
were  already  found  by  the  Affembly  offenfive  :  Nixt,  That  he  had  con- 
feffed  the  uttering  of  the  fame,  and  promifed  fatiffadlion  and  repentance, 
but  being  cited  to  be  prefent  himfelf  before  the  Affemblie,  was  declared 
contumax  ;  fo  relleth,  faid  he,  to  confider  of  the  penalties  deferved  by  him. 
But  becaufe  fome  of  the  brethren  opponed  that   they  heard  not  any  fuch 
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confeffion,  he  produced  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne,  my 
Lord  Privie  Seal,  Sir  Robert  Melvill,  Mr  Nicoll  Dagleilh,  witneires.  They 
being  all  fworne  deponed  in  open  Affembly,  as  followeth.  The  faid  Mr 
David  Lindfay  deponed.  That  in  the  conference  and  reafoning-  had  with 
the  laid  James  in  the  Galerie,  at  command  of  the  Affembly,  the  faid  James 
confelied  the  words  contained  in  the  writting  :  Sir  Robert  Melvill  de- 
poneth.  That  in  the  Galerie  he  demanded  at  the  laid  James,  if  he  fpake 
the  words  contained  in  the  writing,  \vho  anfwered,  He  could  not  deny 
the  fame :  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne,  my  Lord  Blantyre  confirmeth  to  Mr 
David  :  Mr  Nicoll  Dagleifh  deponeth.  That  at  the  time  of  the  conference 
when  he  was  prefent,  that  James  Gibfon  alledged  that  he  fpake  this,  That 
Captain  James  and  Lady  Elifabeth  were  not  the  onely  perfecutors,  but  the 
King  alfo  ;  but  denyeth  that  he  Ipoke  thir  words.  That  the  King  himfelfe, 
or  He  Himielf,  was  the  perfecutor  ;  and  the  laft  words  concerning  Jero- 
boam, he  declared  he  fpake  be  a  commination.  Upon  the  depofitions  fol- 
lowed this  fentence  of  fufpenlion  following  : 

Touching  the  adlion  concerning  James  Gibfon  :  Seing  it  is  already 
found  be  the  moll  part  of  the  votes  of  the  Affembly,  that  the  words  follow- 
ing are  offenfive,  to  witt,  I  wont  before  that  James  Steuart  and  Lady  Elifa- 
beth and  William  Steuart  had  been  the  perfecutors  of  the  Kirk  ;  but  now 
I  find  plainlie  be  experience,  that  the  King  himfelfe  hath  been  the  perfe- 
cutor ;  as  Jeroboam,  for  eredling  of  Idolatrie  and  permitting  thereof,  was 
the  lall  of  his  pofterity,  lb  I  fear  if  he  continue,  that  he  iliall  conclude  his 
race  ;  and  that  the  faid  James  being  cited  by  the  voice  of  the  Moderator 
to  be  prefent,  to  have  anfwered  in  the  faid  matter,  for  not  compearance  is 
alreadie  declared  contumax  ;  and  that  it  hath  been  fufficiently  verefyed  be- 
fore the  faid  Affembly  by  depofitions  of  diverfe  of  the  brethren,  who  heard 
the  faid  James  his  confeffion  of  fpeaking  thereof:  Therefore,  C]  The 
Affemblie  prefent  advyfeing  with  the  faid  matter,  for  the  moll  part  voltit 
and  adjudgit  the  faid  James  to  be  fufpendit  fra  his  office  and  funftioun 
of  the  Miniftrie,  during  the  will  of  the  Kirk. 


Sellio  14»'  t 

[The  Articles  penned  by  Mr  Robert  Pont  and  Mr  James  Melvill,  being 
prefented  to  the  Affembly,  read,  and  publickly  allowed,  were  thought  meet 
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to  be  prefented  to  his  Grace  by  Mr  Robert  Pont,  and   Mr  Andrew  Mel- 
vill,  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne,  Mr  David  Lindiay. 

The  tenour  of  the  Articles,  with  the  Greifs,  to  be  prefented  to  the  Kings 
Majelly,  foUoweth.  C] 

The  humble  fute  of  the  Kirk,  prefentlie  conveinit  at  the  Airemblie,  to 
the  Kings  Majellie. 

Sir,  gour  Majeftie  remenibereth  the  caufe  of  conveining-  this  AflTemblie  at 
50ur  Hienes  command,  qvdiilk  confills  principallie  in  two  points  ;  ane,  for 
reprediiig  of  Jeluites  and  vther  Papifls  quho  are  entrit  in  this  realme,  and 
pradlifes  with  thair  complices,  [by  all  means]  to  fabvert  the  finceritie  of  the 
religioun  prefentlie  profeft  within  the  fame ;  another,  to  provyde  fuch 
meanes,  that,  in  tyme  comeing,  fuch  dangerous  pra6li(es  may  be  avoydit 
and  efchewit. 

[As  to  the  former  two  heads,  to  give  our  counfell  and  advice  to  your 
Majelly,  as  it  was  devifed  and  appointed  we  fliould  doe  at  this  Affemblie, 
and  for  the  which  caufe,  namelie,  the  famen  was  approved  :  This  is  the 
advice  which  we  think  moft  convenient,  and  thefe  things,  with  all  humility, 
we  fute  to  be  performed.   C] 

As  to  the  firft.  We  humblie  crave,  1.  That  Ibrae  of  the  principall  Jefuites 
and  vthers  fall  inftantlie  be  takin  ordour  with,  to  give  example  [and  ter- 
rour]  to  the  reft,  viz.  Mr  James  Gordoun  and  Wiliiame  Creichtoun,  quho 
arc  inftantlie  in  this  towne,  that  they  may  be  incontinent  callit  befor  gour 
Hienes  and  Counfell,  and  ther  to  be  declairit  [to  them]  how  thair  lyves 
are  in  gour  Majefties  hand,  for  contraveining  of  gour  Hienes  lawes,  and 
get  if  gour  Graces  clemencie  dois  Ijiair  [them  ;]  charging  them  in  the  meane 
tyme  to  remaine  in  ward  within  the  towne  of  Edenburgh  vnto  the  tyme  of 
the  paffing  away  of  the  firft  fliips  that  fall  depart,  quherin  they  falbe  entrit 
and  fend  away  ;  and  that  it  be  denuncit  [unto  them,]  that  in  cace  they  re- 
turne  at  any  tyme  [hereafter,]  within  this  realme,  without  gour  Hienes 
fpeciall  licence,  the  law  falbe  execute  againft  them  to  death,  without  any 
farther  proces, 

[Nixt,  That  the  Lairds  of  Fintrie,]  Glenbervie,  gounger,  and  vthers  ex- 
communicat  Papifts,  [as]  falbe  gevin  vp  in  bill,  [falbe]  callit  befor  gour 
Hienes  and  Counfell,  and  fuch  things  laid  to  thair  charge  as  they  are  cul- 
pable of,   according  to  the  laws  and  a6ls  of  Parliament,   that  the  penaltie 

•4  X 
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therof  may  be  execut  vpon  them  :  And  lick  as  are  apoftates  from  the  true 
religioun,  qiihilk  once  they  imbraceit,  may  be  callit  in  lyke  manner  and 
punifchit. 

Item,  That  fummounds  be  prefentlie  dire6l  aganis  all  receipters  of  [Pa- 
pifls,]  Jefuiteti,  Seminarie  Priells,  and  traffiquers  aganis  true  religioun  ;  and 
lykewayes  to  fummound  witneffes,  be  quhois  depofitiouns  they  may  be  con- 
vict of  the  crymes  forfaids  ;  and  in  fpeciall,  that  fuch  are  of  the  Eftate, 
and  are  culpable  of  apoftafie  or  papiftrie,  full  in  no  wayes  be  fufferit,  [but 
called  and  convift  thereof,  and  if  they  be  convicSl  of  thir  crimes,  Hiall 
on  no  way  be  pardoned,]  vntill  the  tyme  they  have  latiffied  afweill  the 
Kirk  as  his  Majeitie  and  Ellate :  And,  generally,  that  all  Noblemen 
quhatliimer,  without  exception,  knowin  mantainers  of  Papifts,  or  inter- 
pry  feing  any  thing  againft  the  true  religioun,  fall  either  be  put  prefentlie 
in  ward,  or  exylit  the  countrey. 

[As  concerning  the  fecond  head,]  Anent  the  planting  of  Kirks  :  This 
is  our  advyce  vnto  gour  Hienes,  That  Commiffioners  be  direct  from  jour 
Majeftie  and  this  Generall  Affemblie  to  the  north  and  fouth  parts  of  this 
countrey,  [in  fpeciall  to  the  effefit,]  to  vilite  [the  Kirks,]  and  plant  Minil- 
ters  quher  neid  requyres  repreffing  of  Papiftrie  [which  hath  overflowed  all 
thefe  parts  ;  the  faids  Commiffioners]  having  commiilioun  and  power  af- 
weill of  sour  ]\Iajeftie  as  of  the  Kirk,  to  call  befor  them  all  that  are  fuf- 
pecl  of  perverting  true  religioun  or  revolting  therfra,  [fuch  at  the  leaft  as 
they  may  take  order  with ;]  and  to  doe  all  vther  things  neceffar  for  refor- 
matioun  of  thefe  parts,  [and  reducing  them  to  good  order,  providing  means 
how  the  do6lrine  and  difcipline  may  be  well  eftabliflied  to  remain  hereafter 
where  they  fliall  paffe ;  and  an  ample  commiffion  is  to  be  given  to  them 
for  this  effe6l  :  for  the  which  caufe  we  have  nominated  in  this  Affembly 
certane  brethren  of  the  Miniftrie,  leaving  the  nomination  of  others  to  be 
joyned  with  them  to  your  Majefty  and  Counfell.j]  And  becaufe  the  faid 
worke  cannot  palFe  fordwart,  vnlelFe  ther  be  provifion  made  afweill  for 
Commiffioners  of  the  Kirk,  as  Minifters  to  be  plantit  in  neceflar  places, 
that  certain  be  deput  from  the  Counfell,  and  certaine  of  the  Miniftrie,  [at 
leaft  to  the  number  of  three  on  either  fide,]  to  conveine  with  all  good  ex- 
peditioun,  and  light  the  rolls  of  the  thrids,  that  it  may  be  conlidderit  quhat 
may  be  fpared  to  that  eS'ecl ;  [and]  quher  the  laids  thrids  hes  bein  abufed 
in  tymes  paft,  to  fie  how  the  lamein  may  be  reformit ;  and  that  the  a6l 
made  for  difcharging  of  penfiouns  out  of  the  thirds  and  fuperplus,  and  j)ro- 
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clamatioun  paft  tberon,  may  take  full  force  [and  effe6l,  and  not  be  eluded 
nor  fruftrated  by  any  j)erfon,  tbe  which  except  it  be,  the  faid  planting-  can- 
not take  effedl,  C] 

Lykewayes  giving-  power  to  the  faid  Comraiffioners  [to  be  fent  into  the 
countreys,]  to  reforme  Colledges  and  Schooles  ;  and  quher  the  rent  therof 
is  abuCed,  to  put  convenient  remedie  therto  ;  and  quher  it  may  not  ferve, 
to  lie  how  it  may  be  helpit,  and  that  fufficient  men  be  placit  in  the  rowme 
of  idle  bellies,  [that  confume  the  patrimonie  thereof,  and  doe  not  their 
dutie  therefore  ;]  and  [with  power,  in  lyke  manner,]  to  depole  from  the 
office  of  the  Miniftrie,  and  from  thair  benefices,  all  fuch  as  falbe  found  vn- 
worthie  or  flanderous  in  lyfe  and  do6lrine,  afweill  Bifchopes  as  vthers. 

[Moreover,]  That  it  wald  pleafe  jour  Majeftie  to  take  fome  folid  ordoiir, 
[how]  that  the  laws  made  for  the  punifliment  of  vyces  [which  overgoe  the 
whole  land,]  and  Commiiliouns  appointit  theranent  may  take  fome  good 
effedl  ;  [and  executione  of  the  heavy  plagues  of  God,  which  for  that  caufe 
lay  upon  this  land,  may  be  removed,  and  greater  threatned  prevented.  C] 

And  laH,  That  ordour  be  takin  with  the  poore,  that  [in  fuch  multitudes] 
wanders  vp  and  downe  the  countrey  without  law  or  religioun. 

[Certaine]  Greives  of  the  Kirk  [of  Scotland,]  affembledin  Edenburgb, 
givin  in  to  his  Majeftie,  [the  20  of  February  1587-] 

[Firft,  and  above  all  other  things.  It  is  ane  exceiding  great  greife  to  all 
fuch  as  have  any  fpunck  of  the  love  of  God  and  his  Kirk,  to  lie  Jefuites, 
Seminarie  Priefts,  and  other  teachers  of  Papiftrie  and  errour,  fo  long  to  be 
fufferit  to  pollute  this  land  with  idolatrie,  corrupt  and  feduce  the  people, 
and  fpread  abroad  their  pufyionable  do6lrine  ;  to  lie  pra6lifers  and  traf- 
fiquers  aganis  the  true  religioun,  and  the  prefent  libertie  of  this  realme,  to 
be  recept,  niantainit  and  entertained,  to  bring  to  pafs  their  moft  danger- 
ous devices  and  comploits  ;  and  receipters,  intertainers,  and  mantainers, 
and  profeffed  favourers  of  both  the  ane  and  the  vther  fo  to  abound  every- 
quher,  and  not  only  to  be  tolerat  irapune,  without  esecutioun  of  the  laws 
of  the  countrey  made  againft  fuch  perfons,  bot  alfo  to  have  fpecial  credit, 
favour  and  furtherance,  at  Court,  in  Seffioun,  to  Burgh,  in  land,  throughout 
all  the  realme,  in  all  thair  affaires ;  and,  on  the  other  parte,  to  behold  the 
true  -word  of  God  contemptuouflie  difpyfit  be  the  great  nniltitude ;  his 
holie  facraments  horriblie  profained  be  privat,   corrupt,  and  vnlawfull  per- 
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fons;  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  nothing- fett  by;  the  perfons  of  the  Mi- 
nillers  and  office-bearers  Avithin  the  fame,  invaided,  llricken,  minafled,  and 
ihamefullie  abufed,  thenifelves  beggeirit,  and  thair  families  fliamefuUy 
hungrit,  and  get,  notwithftanding,  neither  the  laws  made  aganis  idolatrie 
and  vyce  putt  to  execution,  neither  fufficient  laws  made  for  the  libertie 
and  wellfair  of  the  Kirk,  nor  ilich  as  are  made  caufed  to  take  good  effeiSt 
for  removing  of  the  faid  fearful  enormities,  like  as  be  the  particulars  after 
following,  lamentablie  complained  by  the  feverall  kirks  in  every  parte  of 
this  realme,  is  more  manifeit.  C.  &  B.] 


[In  the  South]  about  Dumfreis. 

Mr  Johne  Durie,  Jefuite,  [corrupting,]  feduceing  and  practifeing  [to  and 
fro,]  vnder  the  name  of  Mr  William  Leing,  quho,  with  his  complices,  had 
mefs  within  [the  toun  of]  Dumfries,  before  goole  and  Pafche  laft  was.  The 
Lord  Herries,  the  Laird  of  Kilquhonnatie,  the  Gudman  of  Drumrufch, 
Mr  Homer  Maxwell,  Commiffar,  Johne  M'gie,  Commiffar  Clark,  Johne 
Bruce,  merchand,  John  Rig,  Notar,  Paul  Thomefone,  my  Lady  Herreis, 
elder  and  gouger,  my  Lady  Mortun,  the  Lady  Tweddell,  papifts,  apoftats, 
mantainers  [and  entertainers]  and  profeffed  favourers  of  Jefuites.  [Item 
there  is  a  certane  woman  called]  Catherine  Herlinges  [that]  does  no  lefs 
hurt  in  Dumfreis  nor  the  Jefuites.  No  relbrting  to  the  hearing  of  the 
Word  [there  ;]  no  difcipline  ;  fuperftitious  dayes  keipit  be  plaine  com- 
mand, and  controlling  of  the  deacons  of  the  crafts  ;  all  fuperititious  ryot- 
oufnes  at  guile  and  Fafche  ;  na  kirks  plantit  fuflBcientlie. 


In  the  North. 

Mrs  James  Gordoun,  Edmund  Hay,  Alexander  Macquhirry,  Johne 
Scot,  Alexander  Meldruni,  Arthur  Panton,  Jefuites,  [unceirantly  corrupt- 
ing,] makes  refidence  cheiflie  in  Alurray,  [Elly,  Boyne,]  and  Strabogie, 
bot  reduces  every  quher  in  Buchan,  Garioch,  Mar,  Aberdein.  They  re- 
paire  commonly  vnto  Airth,  Laird  of  Leflies  [houfe,]  elder,  Andro  Hervies 
[houfe]  and  his  Mother,  Andro  Lellie  of  the  Peill,  excommunicat  for  pa- 
piftrie,  the  Chancellours  [houfe]  of  Auld  Aberdein,   and  to  ^oung  Glen- 
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bervie,  excommunicat,  quher  they  have  thair  houfe  mefs  at  thair  pleafure  ; 
and  thair  publick  mefs  ere6lit  at  the  Laird  of  Lellies  chappell,  with  two 
idoles  above  the  altar ;  and  ther  hes  maried  two  comraoun  adulterous  har- 
lots, Andro  Pradlor  and  Jenat  Wilfoun,  quho  would  nevir  give  obedience 
to  the  Kirk. 

[Item,  Thel'e  Jefuits  conveen  in  the  Toun  of  Old  Aberdeen,  and  have 
their  meetting  with  Papifts  of  the  New  and  Old  Toune,  diverting  many, 
and  confirming  their  dilbiples,  difperfing  their  books,  and  giving  of  their 
Agnus  Dei :  And  as  to  the  recepters,  they  are  fo  many  that  few  or  no 
honeft  men  are  in  the  whole  countrey,  that  aither  for  fear  or  favour  have 
not  recept  the  Jefuits,  profelTed  papifts,  as,  namely,  the  Billiop  of  Roffe 
challenging  the  Perfonage  of  where  Mr  Gualter  Richard- 

fone,  a  Minifler  Perfon  is  laufully  provided,  is  repoirelTed  to  difpoffeffe 
the  Miniiler. 

Sicklyke  Mr  Patrick  Mortonn,  an  excommunicated  Preift  in 
challenging  the  Perfonage  of  to  difpoflefs  Mr  George  Paterfbn, 

Minifter  there. 

Item,  The  whole  common  kirks,  as  Fordice,  and  the  kirks  annexed 
thereto,  the  kirks  of  Rathin,  Logilichan,  and  Killdrynnie,  Cabroch,  Logy- 
mar,  are  given  to  the  Earle  of  Huntlie,  to  the  dilpoiTelling  of  Mr  Gilbert 
Gordon,  Mr  Duncan  Davidfone,  Mr  James  Cheyn,  and  Mr  Thomas  Mel- 
vill,  and  the  whole  readers  of  the  faids  kirks.   C] 

Item,  [There  is  no  vilitatione  within  the  faids  boimds  by  reafon]  Mr 
Peeter  Blackburne  is  compellit  to  deliil  from  vilitatioun,  be  diverfe  charges 
of  the  Kings  letters  purchaft  be  the  Bifchop  of  Aberdein. 

[The  kirks  of  Deir  are  all  fruftrated  of  their  ftipends,  and  the  Minifters 
thereof  not  according  to  their  provilion  made  in  my  Lord 

Marflialls  infeftment. 

The  cheif  and  principall  kirks,  Ellon,  Fyfe,  and  TarvelTe,  Locky,  Dar- 
nock,  Kyntore,  Innerug,  deflitute  altogither  of  Paftors  and  provifion, 
which  is  a  fpeciall  common  greifFe  through  all  the  countrey.  C] 


In  Ross. 

Mr  Johne  Leflie  reftoreit  to  the  Bilchoprick  of  Rols,   in  the  lail  Par- 
liament. 
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[Item,  Mr  Alexander  Leilie,  Perfon  of  Kinken  in  Ros,  newlie  provydit, 
a  profelFed  papift,  and  excommunicat  for  the  fame,  by  the  Prefbitrie  of 
Aberdein.   C.  &  B.] 

Item,  Sir  Donald  Sirafone,  [papift,]  profaner  of  [the  facrament  of]  bap- 
tifme,  and  abufer  of  marriage. 

[Item,  Diverfe  papifts,  and  contemners  of  the  iacraments,  whofe  names 
follow,  Alexander  Rofe  of  Ballingoun,  Alexander  Chilliolme  of  Comer, 
Alexander  Ferme,  and  Finlay  Ferme  his  fon,  of  Pittellan. 

And,  finally,  there  is  a  great  coldnefs  araongft  all,  both  Gentlemen  and 
Commons,  entered  in,  fmce  the  Jefuits  had  libertie  to  pafs  through  the 
countrey,  in  the  time  of  the  Earle  of  Huntleys  Lieutenantrie. 

The  kirks  are  every  where  demolillied  and  ruinous,  which  is  a  commoun 
greife  throu  many  parts  of  the  land.  C] 


Cathnes. 

The  Erie  of  Sutherland,  with  his  Ladie  and  freinds,  Papifts,  vehementlie 
llifpedlit  laitlie  to  have  had  mefs,  and  contemners  of  the  Word  and  Sacra- 
ments. 

[[Item,  Very  few  Minifters  there,  and  all  deftitute  of  provifione.  C] 

Mernes  and  Angus. 

William  Douglas,  Ibnne  to  the  Laird  of  Glenbervie,  hes  caufed  vnbefett 
at  fundrie  tymes,  [two  of  the  Miniftrie,  to  wit,]  Mrs  George  Glaidftanes 
and  Andro  Mylne,  [and  that]  with  armed  men  at  thair  houfe,  and  lying 
in  waite  for  them  about  thair  houfe,  and  were  not  the  releife  of  God  and 
good  men,  had  takin  thair  lyves. 

[Angus.  C] 

[Papifts  and  their  mantainers]  in  the  weft  part  of  Angus  :  Patrick  Lord 
Gray  under  proces  of  excommunicatioun,  Mr  Thomas  Gray  excommunicat. 
Sir  Johne  Fyfe,  Preift  in  Langforgane,  David  Grahame  of  Fentrie  excom- 
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municat,  James  Grahame,  [younger,]  his  brotheraPapift,  Thomas  Abercrumie 
of  Midle  Gourdie,  having  fubfcryvit,  communicats  not,  bot  continues  a  com- 
moun  reafoner  aganis  the  religioun,  a  defender  of  Papiftrie,  [and]  receiver 
of  Jefuites,  [Papifts,  and  Seminarie  Preifts  j]  Patrick  Lindefay,  brother  to 
tile  Laird  of  Vaine,  a  reaibner  againft  the  trueth  in  every  place  ;  Mr 
Andro  Clark,  iervant  to  the  Lord  Hoome,  [fugitive  in  Angus,  traffiquing 
in  llindrie  places,  to  undermine  the  Gofpell,  avouing  himfelf  a  Papilt,  and 
blafphenioudy  railing  againft  the  Word  and  Minifters  thereof.  C]  Item, 
Mr  George  Hetlie,  Minifter  at  Abirnyt,  cruellie  invaidit  be  Thomas  Boyd, 
and  in  reding-  of  them  ane  man  flaine. 


Fyffe. 

No  reforting  to  the  Kirk  in  many  places.  The  kirks  [are]  ruinous  and 
deftitute  of  Paftours  and  provilion  in  many  places.  There  is  fuperftitious 
keiping  of  Yoole,  Pafche,  &c. 

[They  complain  that]  the  Lords  of  Seffioun  keips  not  thair  ordinar  dayes, 
Wednefday  and  Fryday,  for  calling  of  the  Minifters  a6liouns. 

Item,  Mr  Thomas  Dowglas,  Minifter  of  Logie,  was  cruellie  invaidit  be 
Johne  Forret,  brother  to  the  Laird  of  Forret,  [as  he  came  from  his  kirk 
on  Sunday,  and  his  blood  Ihed,  and  no  remedy  put  thereto.  C] 

[Item,  The  Abbacie  of  Dumfermling  givin  to  the  Erie  of  Huntlie, 
quhervnto  he  reforting  bringeth  with  him  flocks  of  Papifts,  Jefuits,  and 
excommunicated  Papifts,  as  Mr  Thomas  Gordon,  Mr  William  Crichtoune, 
the  Laird  of  Fentrie.  C.  &  B,] 

Item,  The  Bifchop  of  San6l  Androes  continues  in  giving  of  collatioun 
of  benefices  to  vnworthie  perfons,  [by  the  confent  of  his  Affefl"ors,]  viz.  Mr 
William  Thomfone,  Perfon  of  Flifk,  [and]  Mr  Andro  Allan,  Vicar  of 
Leuchars. 

[Item,  The  faid  Bifchop  is  moft  injurious  to  Mr  David  Spens,  withhold- 
ing from  him  ane  haill  geirs  ftipend,  which  he  was  affigned  to  pay  him  ; 
and  notwithftanding  he  hes  bein  at  the  home,  yet  he  can  get  no  ordour 
nor  payment  of  him. 
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Lauthian,  [Presbytrie  of  Edenburgh.] 

Sundrie  Papifts  and  [Seminarie]  Preifts,  confeffing  themfelves  to  have  laid 
mefs  and  preachit  papiftrie  in  this  land,  being  apprehendit  be  the  Magillrats 
of  Edinburgh  and  put  in  ward,  are  iett  at  libertie  without  any  punifch- 
ment  or  fatiffa6lioun  of  the  Kirk, \  viz.  Mrs  Alexander  M'quhirrie,  James 
.Seatoun,  Johne  Scott,  and  vthers. 

[The  Prelbytery  of  Dalkeith  complaineth  that  many  of  their  kirks  are 
deftitute  of  Pallors  and  provifion,  unto  the  which  Papifts  flock  and  refort ; 
and  that  fundrie  of  the  Minillrie  are  bereft  of  their  ftipends  by  annexation, 
as,  namely,  Mr  Andreu  Simpfon,  whofe  whole  ftipend  is  taken  away,  and 
given  to  the  Abbot  of  Neubottle.  C] 


Mers  and  Teviotdaile. 

My  Lord  Home,  the  Laird  of  Edmeftoun,  and  vthers  principall  men  in 
the  countrey,  corrupt  in  religioun ;  and  the  faid  Lord  letting  his  awin  kirk 
ly  wafte,  and  mantaining  Mr  Andro  Clerk,  [a  malicious]  enemie  to  the 
Gofpell  and  Minitters  therof :  The  haill  peiple  readie  to  revolt  [from  the 
Evangell,]  becaufe  they  lie  the  Prince  careles  therof,  as  they  iky. 

[The  facraments  profained  be  depofed  Readers,  and  fome  that  never  bare 
office  in  the  Kirk,  as,  namely.  Sir  Thomas  Ker  in  Old  Roxburgh,  Sir 
Thomas  Hall  in  eaft  Tiviotdale,  and  Robert  Hepburne  there,  Archibald 
Simplbne  belide  Jedburgh,  John  Scot  there,  James  Scot  called  Vicar  of 
Afkirk,  Thomas  Neulott,  Viccar  at  KalJnden,  Thomas  Hall  in  Rouors, 
Simon  Robefone,  and  fome  others :  Many  iuperftitious  pilgrimages  and 
keeping  of  holy  dayes,  &c. 

Item,  Profeffed  Papifts,  C]  Sir  John  Bennett  excommunicat  for  pa- 
piftrie ;  the  Ladie  Fernyherft  ;  the  Ladie  Mynto,  quho  horriblie  [ul'urpit] 
the  miniftratioun  of  the  Supper  of  the  Lord  vpon  the  Paf'che  day  [with  her 
hands,]  with  bread  and  water  ;  the  Ladie  Riddell,  [Bartill  John  in  Simprem : 
The  greateft  parte  of  the  kirks  want  Minifters  ;  and  the  Word  altogither 
vilipended  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  countrie.  C] 
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[Presbytrie  of  Lanerk. 

There  is  not  a  Minifter  refident  in  the  toun  of  Lanerk,  houbeit  it  be  the 
chief  toun  of  the  Shire,  becaufe  the  Minifter  hath  other  kirks  annexed  to 
him,  where  he  findeth  a  place  of  relidence,  and  can  find  none  in  the  faid 
toun  ;  for  the  Vicarage  of  the  toun  is  ul'urped  without  collation  by  Gavin 
Hamiltoune,  fervitur  to  ray  Lord  Chancellour  :  Therefore  the  Chancel- 
lour  would  be  folicited  in  this  matter,  to  make  his  lervant  leave  the  faid 
Vicarage  to  the  Minifter  there,  according  to  the  a6l  of  Parliament  and 
good  Counfell.  C] 


In  Striveling. 

Walter  Buchannan,  fonne  to  the  Goodman  of  Auchinpryour,  [and]  a 
Flemis  woman  his  wyfe,  [both]  indurat  Papifts,  and  hes  caufit  a  preifl 
latelie  to  baptize  thair  bairne ;  Helen  Hay,  Miftres  of  Levingftoun,  a 
malicious  Papift ;  The  Sabboth  ther  is  everie  quher  abufed  and  pro- 
fained ;  the  kirks  ill  plantit ;  fcarcelie  3  hes  Minifters,  Superftitious 
ceremonies,  pilgrimages  to  Chryfts  well,  fafting,  [feftives,]  benfyres,  girdles, 
carrells,  and  fuch  lyke. 


[Of  Dumblaine. 

The  Bifliop  of  Dumblaine  reftored,  and  latelie  came  home,  and  accom- 
panied with  a  ftranger,  French  man,  or  Italian,  fuppofed  be  many  probable 
appearances,  by  men  of  great  judgment,  to  be  imployed  here  in  fome  ftrange 
turne.  His  coming  hath  encouraged  all  fulpedled  papifts,  and  brought  the 
limple  in  great  doubts,  for  by  his  authority  he  draweth  all  with  him  in  the 
old  dance.  The  minifters  are  hereby  defpifed  and  troubled  in  their  livings  ; 
and  the  kirks  ruined  and  defolat. 

4  Y 
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Of  Glasgow. 

Recevers  of  Jefuits,  the  Abbot  of  Pailay,  who  alio,  lince  his  laft  comming- 
in  Scotland,  refufeth  to  I'ubfcribe  and  communicat,  Archibald  Heget,  Clerk 
of  Glafgow,  Gavin  Graham,  burgefs  there,  and  Kobert  Aldjo,  burgels  in 
Pafley  :  Thefe  that  refort  to  them  are  the  Laird  of  Fintrie,  Mr  Robert 
Bruce,  and  Mr  Gilbert  Broun.  The  whole  Minifters  there  diffappointed 
of  their  livings  by  giving  the  thrids  in  penlioun,  or  fetting  them  in  tacks, 
and,  namelie,  Mr  John  Bell,  Minifter  at  Calder,  be  realon  of  the  thrid 
of  the  Subdeanerie  given  to  Mr  John  Grahame. 


Of  DUMBRITONE. 

The  Laird  of  Fintrie  hath  feduced  the  chief  there,  and  flollen  away  the 
hearts  of  the  commons,  by  banqueting  att  Yuile,  continuing  three  days,  en- 
during which  time  all  Papifticall  ceremonies  wer  ufed.  The  Ladie  Marr 
intertaineth  in  the  place  of  Arfken  an  excommunicated  preiit,  called  Sir 
Andrew  Nelmith,  whofe  melTe  cloaths  were  once  apprehended,  but  is  lince- 
I'yne  of  new  well  provided  therein,  and  in  meffe  books,  every  where  rea- 
foning  and  perverting.  More,  there  are  great  bruits  of  fuipicion  of  melies 
in  many  places  of  the  countrey,  which  have  genered  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people  contempt  of  the  Word  and  Minifters,  who,  when  they  begin  to  deall 
with  them  with  dil'cipline,  contemptouflie  defpife  the  lame,  and  proudly 
minaces  them,  and  boafts  them  in  their  faces.  There  is  in  Lennox  24  kirks, 
and  not  four  Minifters  amongft  them  all. 


Of  Air. 

Perfons  refuiing  to  communicate,  pretending  frivole  feeds.  John  Lockhart, 
burgeisof  Air,  John  Kennedy  of  Brochloch  inCarrick,  and  Gilbert  Kennedy, 
Monk  of  Corceragwell,  profained  the  facraments,  baptize  children  gotten 
in  fornication  and  adultrie,  and  others,  in  privit  houles  and  fields.  Thomas 
Kennedy,  Tutor  of  Callils,  a  Papift ;  Sir  John  Muir  of  Kilmarnock, 
a  papift   and   perverter  ;    the   Laird   of  Ladyland   in   Cuningham,    latly 
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come  home  out  of  Flanders,   an  apoftate,  realbning  againft  the  truth,  and 
blalpheming. 

Secondly,  It  is  greevoufly  lamented  in  all  the  parts  of  this  realme,  that 
the  planting  of  kirks,  and  flourifhing  of  religione,  is  hindered  by  want  of 
qualified  Minifters  and  Teachers,  and  laike  of  fufficient  proviiion  for  the 
fame ;  for  how  can  qualified  men  be  found  except  the  youth  be  trained  up, 
and  fufficiently  infl:ru6led  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  and  courfe  of 
theologie  in  the  original  languages  of  the  fame,  wherein  the  fame  is  writ- 
ten ;  and  in  the  arts  of  Grammar,  Rhetorick,  Phyfick,  and  Logick,  which 
are  neceffar  inftruments  to  come  to  the  true  meaning  and  i'enfe  of  the  will 
of  God  revealed  in  his  Word  :  And  how  fliall  the  youth  be  fo  trained  up, 
or  qualified  men  take  charges  upon  them  in  the  Schools  and  the  Miniflrie, 
fo  long  as  the  patrimony  of  the  Kirk  is  fo  rugged  from  it,  and  dilponed  to 
profane  perfons  that  can  brook  no  oflSce  in  the  Kirk,  yea  to  papifts  and 
enemies  to  the  fame  ;  the  rents  thereof  eredled  in  temporall  Lordlhips  ; 
laufully  provided  Paftors  difpofl'effed  of  their  livings,  and  profeffed  papifts 
repofl"effed  in  the  fame.  This  matter  therefore  moft  be  remedyed,  or  elfe 
religion  cannot  ftand  ;  for  the  onely  way  to  plant  and  continue  true  reli- 
gion in  this  countrie,  is  to  repair  univerfally  through  this  realme  all  ruinous 
kirks,  big  and  repair  all  parifli  kirks  that  are  demoliflied  and  fallen  doun, 
and  to  reflore  again  the  patrimony  of  the  kirks  to  the  fuftentation  of  the 
Miniftrie,  fchools,  and  poor,  which  cannot  be  done  without  the  adt  of  an- 
nexatione  be  retreated  or  annulled,  or,  at  the  leaft,  the  thrids  reduced  to 
the  firft  integritie  according  to  the  old  affumption,  and  no  fuperplus  to  be 
made  whill  the  Minifters  and  fchooles  in  all  parts  be  fufficiently  ftaiked ; 
the  acls  of  repoffeffion,  whereby  a<Sluall  Minifters  are  difpofl'effed,  be  caffed  ; 
and  perfons  unqualified  and  idle  bellies  be  depofed  from  benefices,  and  fuf- 
ficient men  placed  in  their  rooms,  and  a  fufficient  living  be  provided  for 
every  kirk,  with  a  commodious  gleib,  and  manfe  for  the  refidence  of  the 
Minifter  thereat :  And  finalie,  that  out  of  the  temporall  lands,  namely, 
there  be  livings  fufficient  founded  for  Profeffors  and  Students  of  Theologie, 
within  the  New  CoUedge  of  Sandl  Andreus,  and  Colledge  of  Edenburgh, 
fo  many  as  may  make  a  convenient  Seminary,  for  the  retaining  and  flour- 
ifhing of  learning  and  religion  within  this  realme  ;  and  this  for  the  prefent 
urgent  neceifity  till  provifion  fuflScient  be  made,  and  Col  ledges  in  every 
part. 

Thirdly,  The  great  diflblutnefs  of  life  and  manners,  with  the  ugly  heaps 
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of  all  kind  of  liii  lying-  in  every  nook  and  parte  of  this  land,  is  mod  heavely 
regrated  and  deplored  ;  for  what  parte  of  this  land  is  there  that  is  not  with 
a  Ipaitt  overwhelmed,  with  abufing  the  blelfed  name  of  God,  with  fuearing', 
perjurie,  and  lies,  with  profaning  of  the  Sabbath  day  with  merkats,  glut- 
tonie,  druknels,  fighting,  playing,  dancing,  &c.  with  rebelling  againft 
Magiftrats  and  the  laws  of  the  countrey,  with  blood  touching  blood, 
with  inceft,  fornication,  adultries,  and  facriledge,  theft  and  oppreflion, 
with  falfe  witnels,  and  finalie,  with  all  kind  of  impiety  and  wrong  ;  and 
how  can  the  wrath  of  God  alreadie  kindled  be  any  wayes  quenched  fo 
long  as  it  hath  fuch  matter  to  turn  upon  ;  and  albeit  there  be  fome  good 
laws  for  repreffing  hereof,  yet  none  of  them  are  put  in  execution,  or  take 
any  effedl. 

Fourthlie  and  lailly.  What  heart  touched  with  a  Ipark  of  naturall  hu- 
manity or  godly  charity,  can  unbleeding  behold  the  miferable  eftate  of  the 
poor  vaiging  in  great  troups  and  companyes  through  the  countrie  without 
either  law  or  religion. 

The  AiTembly  underftanding  the  great  neceflity  of  vifitation  in  the  North 
and  South,  where  the  Jefuites  and  Papiils  chieflie  rel'ort,  and  have  over- 
throun  the  greater  part  not  only  of  the  iimpell,  but  alfo  of  the  better  fort, 
with  the  unhappy  feed  of  popery  ;  and  withall  weighing  the  great  perrell, 
as  well  already  fallen  furth,  as  that  which  may  after  enlue,  have  given  pouer 
and  commillion  to  their  brethren,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne, 
Mr  NicoU  Dagleifli,  for  the  north  parts,  from  Dee  to  the  Diocefle  of  Kath- 
nefs  inclulive  ;  to  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  Robert  Hepburne,  and  Mr  Adam 
Johnlloune,  for  the  fouth  weft  parts,  to  wit,  the  Shireffdomes  of  Galloway, 
Nithfdale,  Air,  and  Lennox  including  the  Ifle  of  Boot;  Mr  George  Mon- 
I'oe,  for  the  bounds  of  Orkney,  to  vilit  the  faids  bounds,  as  they  be  above 
divided,  and  therein  to  plant  kirks  with  qualified  Minillers  ;  depofe  and 
deprive  Inch  as  be  unqualified  whither  in  life  or  dodlrine,  as  well  BiOiops 
as  others  of  the  Miniftry;  to  crave  of  all  men,  as  well  of  high  eftate  as 
others,  fubfcription  to  the  Confelfion  of  Faith,  and  participation  of  the 
Lords  fupper ;  to  try,  call,  and  conveen  papifts  and  apoftates,  and  to 
proceed  againft  them  conforme  to  the  a6ls  of  the  AiFembly  ;  and,  fin- 
allie,  to  doe  all  others  things  that  are  neceilary  for  the  reformation  of 
the  I'alds  bounds  and  reducing  them  to  a  good  order,  eflablilhing  of  the 
Evangell,  and  good  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  :  firme  and  ftable  holding  the 
lame  &c.  C] 
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Mr  Johne  Cowper  having  relblvit  that  he  is  willing  to  accept  the  charge 
of  the  congregatioun  of  Glafgow,  the  Airemblie  ordaines  him  to  be  admittit 
be  the  Prefbytrie  therof. 

[John  Adamfon,  one  of  the  Conimiflloners  of  Edenburgh,  was  ordained 
to  intimate  his  relblution  to  the  Counfell  of  the  Toune. 

Soon  after  William  Little,  Provift  of  Edenburgh,  and  John  Johnlloun 
of  Elphiftoune,  diredled  from  the  Town  Confell,  deilred  the  AiTembly  to 
requeill  Mr  Robert  Bruce  to  accept  the  charge  of  the  Minillry  at  their 
kirk  upon  him,  which  he  had  not  yet  done.  And  if  they  could  not  find 
one  prefentlie  to  be  placed  in  Mr  John  Coupers  rome,  that  they  would  give 
libertie  to  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edenburgh  to  tranfport  I'uch  an  one  to  that  va- 
cant place  as  they  could  agree  with,  the  touns  fpeciallie  excepted  be  adls  of 
the  Kirk  being  exeemed  ;   Avhich  was  granted.   C] 

Anent  the  difput  had  betuixt  Mrs  James  Gordoun  and  Peeter  Blackburne, 
coramittit  to  the  review  of  Mr  Andro  Melvill  and  certaine  brether  :  The 
faid  Mr  Andro  reportit.  That  on  the  pairt  of  the  laid  Mr  James  and  the 
enemies,  they  fand  great  diligence  and  fophillrie  ;  alwayes  they  praifed 
God  for  the  knowledge  givin  to  their  brother,  in  whofe  anfuer  they  had 
found  Iblid  judgement  and  great  licht,  to  the  praife  of  God,  and  overthrow 
of  the  enemies. 

Seffio  15^- 

All  Miniilers  within  thair  parochines  with  all  diligence  fall  travell  with 
the  Noblemen,  Barrons,  and  Gentlemen,  to  fubfcrive  the  Confeilioun  of 
Faith ;   and  to  report  thair  diligence  to  the  nixt  Aflemblie. 

[x\s  for  the  ordenar  Commiffioners  of  Countries  or  Provinces,  becaufe 
they  were  ordained  to  be  continued  from  the  laft  Allembly  to  the  nixt, 
and  this  Affembly  hath  been  extraordenar,  they  are  continued  in  their 
charges  till  the  nixt  Aflembly,  except  that  Mr  Robert  Innies,  in  place  of 
Mr  Robert  Graham,  is  appointed  for  vifitatione  of  Cathnefs,  Mr  Thomas 
Buchanan  for  Fife,  Mr  George  Monroe  for  Orknay. 

The  brethren  who  deduced  the  proceffe  in  Sandl  Andrews  againft  a 
witch  prefentlie  detained  in  prifon,  were  ordained  to  fubfcribe  the  lame 
authenticly,  that  it  might  be  delivered  to  the  Counlell  of  Edenburgh.  Mr 
James  Melvill  was  ordained  to  travell  in  the  coaft  fide,  for  matter  of  dittay 
ag-ainll  her. 
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Seffio  IG-- 

The  brethren  appointed  to  give  their  advices  concerning  the  Articles  of 
the  Exchecker,  prei'ented  their  opinion,  which  was  read  and  allowed,  and 
ordained  to  be  given  to  the  faids  Lords.  As  for  concurring  with  the 
faid  Lords,  for  the  parte  of  the  Aflembly  conforme  to  the  faid  anfuer, 
are  nominated  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  Adam  John- 
ttone,  and  the  Moderatour.  Of  the  which  articles,  and  anfuers,  the  tenour 
followeth. 

The  tenour  of  the  faid  articles  with  their  anfwers. 

To  I'emember  the  Affembly  before  their  diffolving,  in  caie  they  fhall  fo 
think  convenient,  if  they  will  authorize  four,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  deall 
and  conclude  touching  the  ftipends,  as  well  of  the  prefent  year  1.587,  as  of 
the  years  to  come. 

If  the  things  pall  by  Privie  Seals  to  Minillers  fliall  ftand  unchangable  ; 
or  fliall  they  be  fubjefil  to  the  common  condition  of  other  Minillers  as  it 
followeth. 

Shall  affignations,  in  fo  farre  as  is  already  diredled  this  year,  ftand  un- 
changed, and  proceed  to  the  reft  which  is  unanfuered  ;  or  fliall  we  fpeak 
of  the  whole  matter  as  if  nothing  had  been  done  of  before  this  year. 

The  advice  of  the  brethren  appointed  to  give  anfwers  to  the  forefaid 
Articles,  proponed  by  the  Lords  of  the  Exchecker,  read  and  allowed 
by  the  Generall  AlFembly. 

As  to  the  firft.  The  brethren  agreeth,  that  certane  of  their  number  be 
adjoyned  with  the  Lords  Modifyers,  to  perfyte  the  affignations  of  this 
prelent  year.  As  to  the  concluding  of  a  perpetuall  Piatt,  The  faid  bre- 
thren fliall  have  power  to  conferr  with  the  faids  Lords,  and  give  their  ad- 
vice how  a  perpetuall  Piatt  may  be  eftabliflied  ;  and  the  conclufion  of  the 
faids  Lords  and  Brethren  fliall  be  fent  to  every  Prefliytrie  in  this  realme, 
that  the  faids  Prefliytries  may  give  their  advice  to  the  nixt  Generall  Afliem- 
bly,  concerning  all  heads  that  fliall  be  necefl"ar  to  conclude  and  end  the  faid 
perpetuall  Piatt.     The  brethren  nominated  hereto   by  the  Aflembly,  are 


1587.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  727 

Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  David  Lindlay,  Mr  Adam  Johnftone,  with  the 
Moderator. 

As  to  the  fecond  Article,  Their  opinion  is,  that  the  affignation  purchafed 
inider  the  Privie  Seal  ftand  this  year,  and  that  ihall  be  advifed  thereafter  ; 
and  feing  the  laid  affignations  be  given  for  the  fervice  of  a  kirk  only,  and 
out  of  the  fruits  of  the  fame  paroch,  and  be  not  prejudiciall  nor  hurtful!  to 
their  brethren  ferving  at  other  kirks  ;  and  the  brethren  whole  gifts  are 
refcinded,  or  altered,  be  not  any  ways  deteriorated  or  put  in  a  worfe  eftate 
nor  they  were. 

As  to  the  third  Article,  The  brethren  agree,  that  all  alfignations  pall 
ftand  as  they  are  given  out,  providing  that  fucli  as  are  hurt  be  reponed  to 
their  former  affignations  ;  and  I'uch  as  have  fmall  ilipends  be  augmented  ; 
and  that  fuch  as  have  no  Ilipends  be  llifficiently  provided  ;  and  lall,  that 
fuch  kirks  as  want  ftipends  and  Minifters,  may  be  fufHciently  provided  of 
ftipends,  and  men  appointed  to  lerve  the  fame,  as  they  fliall  be  admitted  in 
every  Prelbytrie. 

At  the  Kings  defire,  it  was  ordained  that  the  fentence  [of  the  AHembly, 
That  James  Gibfon,  Minifter  of  Pencaitland,  be  fufpended  from  his  office 
and  fun6lione  of  the  Miniftrie  during  the  will  of  the  AlFembly,]  iliould  be 
extracSled  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Affembly  and  fubfcribed  by  him  ;  and  liber- 
tie  was  granted  that  the  fame  might  be  intimated  in  the  pulpits  of  the  kirks 
of  Edenburgh.   C] 

Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,  Bifchop,  is  convi6l  of  tranfgrelling  the  A61  of 
Conference,  and  is  declairit  to  have  incurritt  deprivatioun  fra  his  office  of 
Commiffionrie  ;  and  Mr  Thomas  [Buchanan]  placit  in  his  rowme  quhill 
the  nixt  Ailemblie. 

[The  nixt  Generall  Affembly  was  appointed  to  be  holdea  at  Edenburgh, 
the  firft  Teulday  of  Auguft  ;  betwixt  and  which  time,]  ane  generall  fall 
is  appointed  to  be  keiped  [univerfallie]  the  firll  twa  Sondays  of  Julij  :  The 
caufes  quherof  are, 

1.  The  vniverfall  confpiracies  of  the  enemies  of  the  trueth  [againlt 
Chrifts  Kirk]  to  put  in  executioun  the  bloodie  determinatioun  of  the 
Counfell  of  Trent. 

2.  The  flocking  home  of  Jeluites  and  Papifts  [to  fubvert  the  Kirk  within 
this  country.] 

3.  The  defe6lioun  of  the  multitude  from  the  trueth. 
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4.  The  confpiracies  [intendit]  againft  the  fame  be  great  men,  intertainers 
of  Jefuites  and  Papifts. 

5.  The  coldnes  of  all  [profeflbrs.] 

6.  The  wrack  of  the  patrimonie  of  the  Kirk. 

7.  The  abundance  of  bloodlheds,  adulteries,  incefts,  and  all  kynd  of  ini- 
quitie,  with  many  vthers  quherof  the  particular  kirks  every  quher  hes  thair 
experience. 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXXVIII. 


The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  conveinit  at  Edenburgh,  in 
the  New  Kirk  therof,  the  6  day  of  Aug-uft  1588  :  Quher  ther 
was  affeniblit  the  Coramiflioners  and  brether. 

Exhortatioun  made  be  Mr  Robert  Bruce.  Leits,  Mrs  Robert  Pont, 
Thomas  Buchannan,  NicoU  Dalgleifche,  and  James  Robertfone  :  The  laid 
Mr  Thomas  v.'as  chofen  Moderatour  be  pluralitie  of  vottis  hac  vice. 

The  Kirk  nominated  Mrs  Robert  Bruce,  Robert  Pont,  David  Lindefay, 
Johne  Robertfone,  John  Keith,  Peeter  Blackburne,  James  Balfour,  Robert 
Hepburne,  Johne  Durie,  James  Robertfone,  James  Nicolfone,  Andro 
Melvill,  David  Fergufone,  James  Anderfone,  Andro  Jong,  Andro  Mill, 
Andro  Hay,  Johne  Porterfeild,  George  Gordoun,  John  Clappertoune, 
Andro  Clayhills,  the  Mafler  of  Lindlay,  the  Laird  of  Lochlevin,  [the 
Tutor  of  Pitcurr,]  the  Lairds  of  Elphinftoun  and  Kers,  and  Johne  John- 
ftoun  [of  Elphinftoun,]  AfleCTours,  [to  concurr  with  the  Moderator,  and 
to  give  their  advice  and  counfell,  at  certane  hours,  in  all  matters  which 
are  to  come  befoie  the  Affembly.   C] 


Seffio  2^- 

It  is  thoght  expedient,   that,   in   the  frequencie  of  this  Affemblie,   the 
moft  neceffar  things  be  firft  handlit,  [and  that  there  are  certane  generalls 

4  z 
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which  before  all  others  come  to  be  refolved,  namelie,]  concerning  the 
prefent  danger  imminent  to  the  Kirk  [of  Chrift]  within  this  realme,  and 
to  the  commoun  weill  therof,  be  the  arrivall  of  [forraigne  nations,  as] 
Spaingeards  and  Barbares  ;  as  alfo  the  danger  and  decay  of  the  religioun 
be  the  raritie  and  povertie  of  the  Minillers  of  the  Evangel!,  [occalioned 
by  the  continuall  Ipuilyie  of  the  patrimoney  of  the  Kirk. 

For  the  firft,]  The  Kirk  hes  thocht  for  thair  part  and  duetie  in  this 
behalfe,  that  ane  fall  be  proclaimit  the  morne  be  the  ordinarie  teacher  in 
the  Kirk  of  Edenburgh,  to  be  continued  in  the  fiiid  towne,  [with  fupplica- 
tions  to  God,  and  continuall  exhortations  to  be  uled,]  the  whole  week, 
[by  the  brethren  underwritten  :  The  dayes  of  falling  to  be  the  Thurfday 
and  Sunday  nixt ;  and  likewife  the  famin  fall  to  be  keeped  on  the  laid 
Sunday  by  fo  many  kirks  about  this  toun  as  may  have  the  opportunity  :  And 
for  uling  the  faid  exhortations,  in  the  mean  time,  appointeth  the  brethren 
following,  viz.  Mr  Gualter  Balcalnquall  upon  Wednefday  afternoon  ;  and 
upon  Thurlday  in  the  morning  at  7  hours,  Mr  John  Craig  ;  at  5  hours 
afternoon,  Mr  Patrick  Simpfon  ;  upon  Fryday  at  eight  hours,  David  Fer- 
gufon,  and  afternoon,  James  Anderlbne  ;  Saturday  befor  noon,  John 
Durie,  and  Mr  James  Robertfon,  afternoon  ;  on  Sunday  before  noon,  in 
the  New  Kirk,  Mr  James  Ballfour,  in  cafe  of  abfence  of  Mr  Robert  Bruice  ; 
and  in  the  High  Kirk,  after  noon,  Mr  John  Knox  ;  and  thefe  brethren  to 
lay  out  the  dangers  of  the  laids  enemies,  and  circumftances  thereof,  to  the 
people,  exhorting  them  to  the  defence  of  the  true  religion,  libertie  of  the 
countrey,  and  in  maintenance  of  the  Kings  Majelly  :  And  becaufe  of 
dutie  alfo  they  ought  to  put  his  Highneis  in  mind  of  the  faids  dangers,  and 
that  his  Majeily,  with  concurrence  of  the  Nobilitie  and  realme,  may  be 
provided  for  timous  defence,  they  ordained  their  brethren,  Mr  David 
Lindlay  and  John  Duncanfoue,  the  morn  in  the  morning,  to  pals  over  to 
his  Highneis  for  that  effe6t  ;  and  to  crave  fome  prefent  order  for  the  pa- 
pifts  ;  wheranent  to  receve  injun6lions  from  the  Affeffors  at  five  hours. 

As  concerning  the  fecond  head  of  the  raritie  and  poverty  of  the  Minif- 
try  :  The  Affemblie  hath  delired  the  Laird  of  Colluthie,  the  Provift  of 
Edenburgh,  John  Johnftone,  Mr  David  Lindlay,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  and 
David  Ferguifon,  to  take  a  conlideration  of  the  eftate  of  the  thirds,  what 
quantities  dilponed  to  the  Miniftry,  what  the  fuperplus,  and  to  give  their 
advice  how  the  preient  necellity  of  the  Kirk  may  be  releeved. 

Ordains  a  Commiflion  of  Juftitiary  to  be  craved  of  the   Kings  Majefty 
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and  Counfell  to  be  granted  to  the  perlons  underwritten,  or  any  three  of 
them,  to  witt,  my  Lord  Chanceller,  my  Lord  Juftice  Clerk  his  Depute, 
the  Trealiirer  or  his  Depute,  the  Clerk  of  Regifter,  Mr  John  Grahame, 
Mr  John  Lindfay,  the  Captan  of  the  Caftell,  the  Laird  of  Marchinlloune, 
the  Laird  of  Elphinftoune,  the  Proviit  of  Edenburgh,  John  Johnftone,  Mr 
John  Sharp,  Mr  John  Nicolfone,  giving  them  pouer  as  Jufticers  in  that 
parte,  to  punilh  fuch  crimes  as  in  Ipeciall  Hiall  be  given  in  ticket  be  Mr 
David  Lindfay  ;  and  ordains  the  Prelbytries  thereof  to  give  in  the  names 
of  papifts,  and  excommunicated,  and  maintainers  of  them,  to  their  Com- 
miflloner,  to  the  effedl  they  may  be  prelented  to  the  laid  Jufticers.   C] 


Seffio  3«- 

Forfameikle  as,  vniverfallie  throuchout  this  rcalme,  ther  is  neither  reli- 
gioun  nor  difcipline  with  the  poore,  bot  the  moit  part  lives  in  filthie  adul- 
terie,  [inceft,]  fornication,  [their]  bairnes  vnbaptizit,  and  themfelves  never 
reforts  to  kirk,  nor  participats  the  facraments  :  Therfor  it  is  thocht  ex- 
pedient that  all  Minifters,  in  thair  paroch  kirks,  fall  make  intimatioun,  and 
denunce  to  all  poore  that  either  be  parochiners  or  refort  to  them,  having 
wemen  and  bairnes,  that  if  they  report  not  to  them  fufficient  teftimoniall  of 
thair  mariage  and  baptizeing  of  their  bairnes,  fo  many  as  hes  wyves  and 
bairnes,  and  ficklyke  quher  they  have  participat  the  holy  commiinioun, 
that  they  wilbe  refufed  [of  their  almes]  at  the  hands  of  all  good  and  chari- 
table perfons  :  exhorting  alfo  thair  parochiners  that  they  rather  extend 
thair  liberalitie  to  fuch  as  be  of  the  houlliold  of  faith,  and  be  of  difcreit 
judgement  in  giving  any  fuch  perfones  of  thair  almes,  that  gives  not  evi- 
dence to  them  as  laid  is. 

Anent  the  citatioun  diredl  be  the  Moderatour  of  the  Generall  Affemblie 
aganis  Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,  callit  Bifchop  of  San6l  Androes,  making 
mentioun,  that  forfameikle  as,  be  ane  a6l  of  the  Prelbytrie  of  Edenburgh, 
it  was  ordainit  concerning  the  marriage  of  George  Erie  of  Huntlie,  that 
his  bands  fould  be  proclaimed  vpon  his  aggrein^  to  fublcryve  to  certaine 
articles  of  religioun  profeft  in  this  realme,  quhilk  he  did  fubfcryve  ;  and 
vnder  hope  that  he  fould  fubfcryve  the  reft  befor  his  marriage,  ane  inhibi- 
tioun  was  made  conforme  to  the  tenour  of  the  faid  a6l,  to  diverl'e  of  the 
Miniftrie,  and  fpeciallie  to  the  forlaid  Mr  Patrick,  that  none  of  them  fould 
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take  in  hand  to  celebrate  the  forfaid  marriage,  vnto  the  tyme  the  laid  Lord 
Huntlie  take  in  hand  to  lubfcryve  the  Confeffioun  of  Faith  conteinit  in  the 
a6ls  of  Parliament ;  with  certification  to  them,  and  every  ane  of  them,  if 
they  failgie  heirin,  they  fould  be  callit,  for  difobedience  to  the  voyce  of  the 
Kirk,  to  the  Generall  Affemblie,  and  puniflied  therfor,  as  accords  :  Not- 
withflanding  of  the  faid  inhibitioun,  the  forfaid  Mr  Patrick  proceidit  to  the 
folemnizatioun  of  the  faid  marriage,  and  celebrate  the  fame  vpon  the  21 
day  of  Julij  inllant,  difobeying  therby  the  forfaid  inhibition  and  admoni- 
tioun  ;  as  the  faid  citatioun  heirs  :  Quhilk  being  callit,  and  the  faid  Mr 
Patrick  compeiring  be  Mr  Thomas  Wilfoun,  his  procuratour,  quho  pro- 
duceit  ane  teftimoniall  of  his  feiknes,  fubfcryvit  be  the  Do6lour,  Mr  Robert 
Nicoll,  and  twa  of  his  bailgies,  [and  defired  the  brether,  in  his  name,  that 
they  wald  rather  fufFer  him  to  depart  in  peace  nor  difquiet  him  in  his  lick- 
nefs.  The  Aflembly  findeth  the  teflimonial  not  fufficient  to  exciife  his 
abfence.  C.  &  B.] 


Seflio  4»- 

[Mr  Thomas  [Wilfon]  was  enquired  if  he  had  any  mandat  to  compear 
for  Mr  Patrick  [Adamfone,]  and  if  he  would  take  in  hand  to  warne  him 
to  compear  before  them,  before  their  difolving,  or  then  produce  a  liifficient 
teflimonial  of  his  feiknefs  :  He  anfwered,  He  had  no  pouer,  but  com- 
peared nomine  excufatorio.  The  Affembly  findeth  it  expedient  to  take 
away  all  pretext,  that  he  be  warned  to  compear  before  them  upon  the 
tuelveth  of  this  inftant,  to  anfwer  according  to  the  firft  fummonds  ;  with 
certification,  if  he  compeared  not,  they  will  proceed  fo  far  as  they  may, 
according  to  the  law  of  God  and  with  a  good  confcience.  C] 


Seffio  5^- 

The  Kirk  being  inforilit  that  ther  is  ane  lliip  latelie  arriveit  in  the  Firth 
from  Dunkirk,  fufpedl  to  be  ane  fpy,  out  of  the  quhilk,  ane  man,  as  ap- 
peirs,  to  be  of  fome  marke  is  landit,  they,  with  the  Counfell  prefent,  defyrit 
the  Bailgies  and  Provefl  of  Edenburgh  to  man  the  iliip,  take  the  men  and 
keip  them  quhill  his  Majeftie  come  ovir  ;   get  it  is  reportit  they  refute,  in 
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refpetl  it  wilbe  ane  hinderance  to  tliair  traffick  :  The  brether  thinks  it 
meit  that  Mrs  Robert  Bruce,  Andro  Hay,  and  Andro  Melvill,  pafs  to  the 
Chancellour  to  let  him  vnderftand  of  the  faid  anllier,  and  offer  vnto  his 
Lordlhip  [all]  thair  concurrence  to  requeifl  the  towne. 

Forfameikle  as  in  no  countrey  quher  any  religioun  is  allowed,  it  is  per- 
mitted that  the  deid  be  buried  in  the  kirks,  and  albeit  inhibitioun  hes  bein 
diverfe  tymes  made  for  avoyding  of  that  abufe,  jet  the  acls  and  conllitutiouns 
of  the  Kirk  are  daylie  brockin  :  Therfor  the  Kirk  inhibites  in  tyme  come- 
ing-,  that  any  perfons  be  buried  in  the  kirks,  and  that  no  Minifters  give 
confent  therto,  bot  diredllie  oppone  therto  ;  certifeing  luch  perfons  as  falbe 
the  authors  and  inbringers  of  the  deid  into  the  kirk,  they  falbe  iulpendit 
from  the  benefites  of  the  Kirk,  quhill  they  make  publick  repentance  ther- 
for ;  and  the  Minifler  that  gives  his  confent,  and  difcliarges  not  his  con- 
Icience  in  opponeing  therto,  falbe  fufpendit  from  his  fun6lioun  in  the  Mi- 
niftrie  :  And  to  the  eflfe6l  this  a6l  may  have  the  better  executioun,  fup- 
plicatioun  falbe  made  to  his  Majellie  that  ane  ordinance  may  paffe  be  iiis 
Hienes  and  Counfell,  dilcharging  the  laid  buriall  within  kirks,  and  lickiyke 
erefiling  of  tombis,  and  laying  of  troghes  in  kirkjeards,  vnder  fuch  paines 
as  his  Hienes  and  Counfell  pleafes  to  devyfe. 

[It  was  ena6led  as  followeth,]  Forfameikle  as  fen  the  late  a6t  of  aunexa- 
tioun,  his  Majeflie  hes  tranfferritt  the  i-ycht  of  the  patronage  of  diverfe 
benefices,  from  his  Hienes  to  temporall  men,  as  Erles,  Lords,  Barrones, 
and  vthers,  and  lies  annexit  the  fame  to  thair  lands  ;  of  quhom  fome  hes 
gottin  confirraatioun  in  Parliament,  vthers  hes  obtainit  the  fame  fen  the 
Parliament,  and  the  thrid  Ibrt  hes  gottin  gift  of  the  nakit  patronage  allan- 
erlie,  to  the  evident  [danger,]  hurt,  [and  prejudice]  of  the  haill  Kirk  : 
Quherfor  it  is  thoght  good,  that  his  Majeflie  be  intreatit  be  earnelt  fute 
[and  fupplication,]  that  the  faids  difpolitiouns  authorizit,  as  laid  is,  be  Par- 
liament, may  be  brocht  back  in  the  nixt  Parliament,  and  lick  vthers  as  hes 
bein  [linceline]  grantit  fen  the  faid  Parliament,  in  lyke  manner,  [may]  be 
annullit  :  and  that,  in  the  meane  tyme,  it  may  pleafe  his  Majeflie  to  dole 
his  hands  from  difponing  of  the  faid  right  of  patronage,  and  tranfferring  the 
famein  from  his  Majeflie,  quhilk  remaineth  as  get  vndilponit ;  and  that  his 
Majeflie  will  provyde,  that  the  Commiflioners  and  Prefbytries,  to  quhom 
the  coUatioun  of  the  faids  benefices  appertaines,  be  not  proceflit  or  hornit 
for  not  giving  admifiionn  thervpon  :  Inhibiting  in  the  meane  tyme  all 
Commiflioners  and  Prelbytries,   that  they  in   no  waves  give  collatioun  or 
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admiflioun  to  any  perfbns  prefentit  be  the  faids  new  patrons,  as  is  above 
fpecifeit,  vnto  the  nixt  Generall  AfTemblie  of  the  Kirk. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  giviii  in  be  James  Gibfone,  defyring  that  he 
may  be  heard  to  purge  himfelf  of  the  contumacie  for  not  compeirance  in 
the  laft  Affemblie,  [and]  to  repone  him  in  his  awin  fun6lioun  :  The  Kirk 
thocht  it  expedient  that  he  fould  declare  the  caufe  of  his  none  compeirance 
befor  the  brether  of  the  conference  ;  quho  reportit  that  he  had  declarit 
[of]  his  coni'cience,  the  caufe  of  his  abfence  was  nevir  rebellioun,  flubbor- 
nes,  nor  evill  will,  bot  only  in  refpedl  of  the  good  afFe6lioun  he  had  to  the 
Weill  of  the  Generall  Kirk,  being  informit  that  if  he  had  compeirit,  and 
had  not  bein  punifhed,  the  matters  of  the  Kirk  wald  be  callin  off  [by  the 
King  :]  Quhilk  reafbn  being  conlidderit  be  the  brether,  they  thoght  the 
fame  fufBcient  to  purge  him  of  contumacie,  [but  not  to  be  reponed.   P.] 

I^The  Commiffioner  of  the  toun  of  Edenburgh  defired  the  AfTemblie  to 
requiell  Mr  Robert  Bruce  to  accept  upon  him  the  ordenar  charge  of  the 
Minillrie  in  their  toun,  which  they  promifed  to  doe  when  he  came  to  the 
Affembly.  C] 


Seffio  6»- 

Compeirit  Mr  Alexander  Forbes,  Minifter  and  Perfon  of  Fettercarden, 
and,  in  prefence  of  the  haill  AfTemblie,  ratified  ane  promife  quhilk  befor 
he  made  in  his  Prefbytrie,  that  he  fould  fett  no  tacks  nor  fa6lorie  of  the 
teynds  of  the  laid  kirk,  without  the  fpeciall  advyce  of  the  Generall  Kirk  ; 
declaring  in  thair  prefence  that  he  hes  fett  none  as  git ;  and  farther  [pro- 
mifing  before  them,]  that  he  fall  not  fett  in  tyme  comeing,  nor  make  any 
right  therof  to  any  perfon,  without  the  confent  and  advyce  of  the  Generall 
AfTemblie. 


Seffio  7»- 

[Report  being  made  by  the  brethren  of  the  conference,  and  certan  others 
paft  out  of  the  AlTembly  with  them,  be  Mr  David  Lindfay,  of  the  Kings 
Majefty  his  good  mind  and  earneft  affefilion  to  the  defence  of  the  true  re- 
ligioun,   and  of  his  commonwealth  againfl  the  forraigne  enemies,   of  his 
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Majeftys  fingular  and  good  will  offered  thereunto  :  The  Afl'embly  nioft 
heartly  thanked  God  for  the  fame,  and  ordained  the  right  honourable  the 
Lairds  of  Coluthie  and  DundalFe,  with  their  brethren,  to  witt,  Mr  Robert 
Bruce,  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  Andrew  Melvill,  and  David  Ferguifone, 
to  paife  unto  his  Majelly  afternoon,  giving  unto  him  mofl  humble  thanks 
in  name  of  the  whole  Kirk,  and  to  exhort  his  Majefly  to  continue  in  that 
good  mind,  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  fingular  comfort  of  his  Hienes 
fubje6ls. 

Seffio  9^- 

Mr  Robert  Bruce,  Mr  Andrew  Melvill,  John  Duncanfone,  were  di- 
vecled  to  crave  of  the  Earle  of  Huntlie  fubfcription  to  the  Confedion  of 
Faith. 

Seflio  10a- 

[Anent  the  requieft  of  the  CommiiTioner  of  the  toun  of  Edinburgh,  de- 
fyreing  the  Aflemblie  to  requieft  Mr  Robert  Bruce  to  accept  upon  him 
the  ordenar  charge  of  the  Miniftrie  in  thair  toun  :]  Mr  Robert  being 
heard,  anfwered.  That  he  would  not  prefentlie  accept  the  faid  ordenar 
place  ;  alwife  offered  his  labours,  as  he  had  done  of  before,  till  the  nixt 
AlTemblie  :  The  Aflemblie  thought  it  not  expedient  to  urge  him  further 
for  the  prefent.  C] 


Seflio  11^- 

[It  was  found  expedient  before  any  other  fute  be  made  to  his  Majefly, 
that  Mrs  Robert  Bruce,  David  Lindlay,  and  John  Craig  be  dire6tit  vnto 
his  Majellie  to  vnderftand  be  quhat  means  the  religion  falbe  mantainit  with- 
in this  realme,  and  continuit  to  the  pofteritie.  They  were  prefently  fent 
furth,  and  ordained  to  bring  back  the  Kings  anfwer  with  expedition. 
C.  &  B.] 

[Mr  Patrick  Adamfone  was  called  on  to  anfwer  for  the  foiemniz- 
ing  of  the  marriage  of  George  Earle  of  Huntlie  and  his  fpoufe,  contrarie 
to  tlie  inhibition  of  the  Moderator  of  the    Preibytrie   of  Edenburgh  and 
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Commiflioners  of  the  Generall  Affembly,  and  for  fuch  other  things  as 
fhould  be  laid  to  his  charge.  Mr  Thomas  Willfon  compeared  for  him,  and 
produced  a  teftimoniall  of  his  ficknels  :  Although  they  find  the  teftimoniall 
not  altogither  fufficieut,  they  gave  commilfion  to  the  Prefbytrie  of  Eden- 
burgh  to  fummon  him  to  compear  before  them,  at  fuch  convenient  times 
as  they  think  expedient,  to  anlwer  for  the  adlion  contained  in  the  faid  lum- 
inonds,  and  for  liich  other  complaints  and  accufations  as  fliall  be  in  particu- 
lar given  againft  him,  namelie  by  Mr  Robert  Pont  and  Mr  Adam  John- 
ftone ;  to  hear  and  conlider  his  defence,  and  to  proceed  and  give  fentence 
as  the  AlTembly  itfelfe  might  doe,  according  to  the  law  of  God,  good  order 
and  difcipline  of  the  Kirk.   C] 


Seflio  13»- 

Forfameikle  as  in  default  of  vifiteing  of  the  North  parts,  quhor  cheife 
and  greateft  neceflitie  is,  hes  great  inconvenience  follo^vit,  albeit  no  wayes 
in  default  of  the  brether  appointit  to  that  charge,  bot  for  lake  of  provilioun 
and  expenfes,  the  affignatioun  of  thair  charges  being  made  to  be  payit  be 
the  Bifchop  of  San6l  Androes,  quho  contemptuouflie  diflobeyis  good  or- 
dour,  and  lyes  at  the  home  :  It  is  not  the  lefs  found  expedient,  that  the 
brether,  to  quhom  commilFioun  was  given  befor,  fall  get  vndertake  the 
burdein  of  [the  faid]  commiffioun,  thair  charges  and  expences  being  affig- 
nit  them  out  of  fome  readie  payment;  and  that  to  this  effedl  the  Coramil- 
fioners  of  the  North,  viz.  Mrs  John  Keith,  Gilbert  Gardein,  and  Alexan- 
der Raufone,  fall  travell  with  the  Lords  of  the  Checker,  and  delait  the  ne- 
ceflitie of  thair  vifitatioun,  and  crave  that  the  famein  allignatioun  be  alterit, 
and  the  Commiflioners  payment  more  commodiouflie  appointit. 

[Touching  the  ordenar  Commilfioners  and  Vifiters  of  the  Kirk  :  No- 
minateth  the  perfons  following,  viz.  for  Orkney,  Thomas  Swintoun ;  for 
Cathnefs,  Mr  Robert  Inneis  ;  for  Roffe,  Mr  John  Robertfon  ;  for  Murray, 
Mr  Alexander  Douglas,  for  whofe  better  fupport  the  brethren  requift  the 
Bifliop  of  Murray  to  give  his  aid  to  further  the  difcipline  there,  and  for 
Aireffors  to  the  faid  Mr  Alexander,  has  appointed  Mr  John  Forrefter, 
William  Dumbar,  Mr  John  Keith,  with  the  rell  of  the  Afleflbrs  granted 
to  the  former  Commiffioner  ;  for  Bamf,  Mr  George  Hay ;  for  Aberdeen, 
Mr  Patrick  Bleckburne,  ordaining  the  Bifliop  there  to  concurre  with  him 
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in  the  Minillrie  of  the  faid  Kirk,  as  \ve\l  in  his  prefence  as  abl'ence ;  for 
Angus  and  Merns,  the  Superintendent  of  Angus  ;  alwife  in  refpedl  of  the 
infirmity  of  the  faid  Superintendent,  giveth  power  to  their  brother,  William 
Chrillefone,  to  defigne  the  manfes  and  gleibs  within  the  laid  bounds  ;  for 
Fife,  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan  ;  for  Dumblane,  James  Anderl'on  ;  for  Nithf- 
dale,  Mr  John  Houyfone,  ordaining  the  Prefbytrie  of  Glafgow  to  provide 
for  his  abfence  in  his  place,  and  the  brethren  directed  to  the  Exchequer  to 
be  carefuU  that  fome  reafonable  remedy  be  made  to  bear  his  charges  ;  for 
Lothian,  Mr  David  Lindfay  ;  for  Merce,  Tiviotdale,  and  Tweddale,  John 
Clappertoun  ;  for  Galloway,  John  Duncanfone  ;  for  Kyle,  Carick,  and 
Cuninghame,  Mr  John  Porterfield  ;  for  Cliddifdaile,  Renfrew,  and  Lennox, 
Mr  Andrew  Hay ;  for  Dunkelden  and  Perth,  Mr  Patrick  Galloway.  C] 
Anent  the  requeill  of  the  Commiffioner  of  Edenburgh,  defyring  the 
AQemblie  to  ratifie  the  calling  of  Mr  William  Watlbne  to  the  Minillrie  of 
Edenburgh  :  The  Generall  Kirk  ratines  and  approves  the  fame  in  pre- 
fence of  the  faid  Mr  William,  delyreand  to  be  tranfportit  from  the  faid 
Kirk  ;  quhilk  the  Aflemblie  refufed. 

All  Minillers  and  Paftours  are  exhortit  in  their  fermouns  to  delate  opin- 
lie  the  prejudice  done  to  the  haill  Kirk  be  the  fpuilgie  of  the  patrimonie 
therof,  and  publicklie  to  diffallow  and  oppone  aganis  the  publick  abufe 
therof. 

The  Generall  Aflemblie  vnderftanding  the  appeiring  ruine  and  decay  of  the 
Evangell  within  this  realme,  for  fault  of  provifioun  of  Minillers,  and  inter- 
tainment  of  the  Schooles  and  Colledges,  hes  tliocht  good  and  expedient 
to  give  thair  commiffioun,  and  be  the  tenour  heirof  to  grant  full  power 
to  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Robert  Bruce,  David  Lindfay,  Adame  Johnftone, 
Jolnie  Craig,  Andro  Mill,  Thomas  Buchannan,  Andro  Hay,  Johne  Por- 
terfield, Peter  Blackburne,  Johne  Duncanibne,  David  Fergulbne,  William 
Stirling,  Gilbert  Gardein,  Minillers  of  the  Evangell,  or  any  fevin  of  them, 
to  compeir  befor  his  Majeilie  and  Counfell,  on  Monday  nixt,  or  lick  vther 
day  as  his  Majeilie  [and  Counfell]  fall  appoint,  to  call,  conferre,  [reafon,] 
and  advyfe  vpon  the  faid  heid  ;  and  to  crave  humblie  of  his  Majeilie  that 
the  Minillers  and  Reidars  aflignatiouns  may  be  [yearlie]  givin  out  at  All 
Hallowmes  ;  and  that  lick  as  are  provydit  already  of  thair  ftipends  ad  vitam, 
and  vthers  that  are  content  with  the  allignatiouns  already  made  to  them, 
be  unalterit  therin,   quhill  they  may  obtaine  better  provifioun  ;    and  to 

5  A 
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that  effect  to  travell  earnelllie  with  his  Majeflie  and  Counfell  ;  and  to 
report  againe  anfuer  to  the  nixt  Generall  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk  :  firme 
and  ftable  &c. 

Anent  the  reqneiil  of  the  Prefbytrie  of  Dumblane,  in  relpecl  of  the  few 
nnniber  and  povertie  of  thair  Prefbytrie,  to  joyne  to  thair  Synodall  AiTem- 
blie  the  Preibytrie  of  Lynlithgow  :  The  Affemblie  prefent  has  found  [it] 
more  nieit  and  dicernit  tbat  the  Prelbytries  of  Perth  and  Dunkeld  I'all  be 
joynit  with  the  Preibytrie  of  Dumblane,  and  in  ane  Synodall  Alfembly,  to 
be  haldin  firfl:  in  Perth,  and  therafter  in  any  place  quher  the  Synodall  fall 
think  it  meiteft. 

The  Generall  Affemblie  has  given  thair  authoritie  and  coramiffioun  to 
the  Preibytrie  of  Edenburgh,  to  call  before  them  papifts  and  apollates  quho 
Tall  happin  to  refort  to  Court,  or  to  the  laid  towne  ;  and  in  fpeciall  to 
fummond  my  Lord  Seatoun,  the  Earle  of  Huntlie,  William  Schaw,  Johne 
Chilliolme,  and  Collonell  Stewart,  [and  proceed  againft  them,  and  every 
one,  according  to  the  adls  of  the  Affembly.  C] 


Seffio  14«- 

According  to  the  louaable  cuftome  obferved  amongft  the  ancients  of  hu- 
miliatioun  and  falling  of  the  Pallours  [before  the  Affembly,]  the  brether 
and  Kirk  conveinit  hes  thoght  meitt,  and  be  ordinance  ftatute,  that  in  tyme 
comeing,  quhan  it  fall  pleale  God  to  conveine  the  Generall  Kirk  of  this 
realme,  That  the  firft  day  of  the  Affemblie,  at  the  place  and  towne  quher 
they  conveine,  ane  publick  fail  and  humiliatioun  be  of  the  haill  inhabitants 
therof,  afweill  as  of  the  Pallours  thar  conveinit,  and  the  chayre  of  veritie 
afweill  occupied  befor  noone  in  the  morning  as  afternoone,  be  the  ordinar 
Pallours  therof ;  the  tyme  and  houres  of  the  exhortatioun  made  befor  the 
Affemblie  being  keipit  as  of  befor,  to  the  effe6l  it  may  pleafe  God  to  give 
his  blelfing  to  the  Conventioun,  and  good  illue  to  thair  travells  :  And 
becaufe  the  nixt  Affemblie  is  concludit  to  be  in  Edenburgh,  the  Pallours 
therof  is  ordainit  to  give  intimation  lieirof  to  the  congregatioun,  the  Son- 
day  before  the  [faid]  Affemblie. 

Anent  the  quellioun  movit.  If  a  man,  convi6l  of  adulterie  lix  geirs  fen- 
fyne,  fatiffieing  the  ordour  of  the  Kirk  be  repentance,   and  prelentit  new 
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to  ferve  in  the  Miniftrie  of  the  Evangell,  fould  be  admittit  thereto  or  not : 
The  AlTemblie  anfuerit  negative,  and  thinks  he  ought  not  to  be  admittit. 

[Queftions  and  bills  remitted  to  the  full  AITembly,  which  have  not  re- 
ceved  an(\ver  :  The  brethren  remitte  the  decilion  of  them  to  the  Com- 
miffioners  which  are  appointed  to  attend  upon  his  Majefty,  giving  them 
full  power  to  decide.  C] 

The  nixt  AlTemblie  was  appointit  to  be  in  Edenburgh  the  3  Tuefday  the 
17  day  of  Junij  nixt  to  come,  1589. 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXXVIII. 


In  a  Convention  of  the  maift  wacryif  and  cearfull  of  the  breithren, 
(everie  an  warning  and  moving  uihers  as  the  cnftome  of  the  Kirk 
of  Scotland  was  from  the  beginning,)  met  at  Edinburghe  in  the 
month  of  Januar  1588. 

Mr  Andrew  Melvill  moderated.     Mr  James  Melvill  was  fcribe. 


Humble  Petitions  to  his  Majefty  and  Counfell,  for  preventing  of  the 
dangers  threatned  to  the  profeffors  of  the  true  Religion  within  the 
Realrae. 

That  it  may  pleafe  his  Majeftie  to  give  command  both  to  particular 
Prefbytries,  and  fuch  other  Minifters,  Barrons,  and  Gentlemen,  as  fliall 
be  thought  meet,  to  conveen  and  confult  upon  the  readieft  remedies  of  thir 
dangers  appearand,  i'o  oft  as  they  fliall  think  expedient ;  and  to  report 
thair  opinions  and  advyfes  to  his  Majeftie,  betwix  this  and  the  xx  day  of 
Januar. 

That  it  may  pleafe  his  Hienes  to  forbear  in  tyme  to  come,  to  interpone 
his  Privie  Letters  or  difcharges  to  the  Kirk  for  ttaying  of  thair  proceiding 
with  thair  cenfures  againft  Papifts,  when  as  they  cannot  be  reclamed  be 
Jaufull  admonitions. 
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That  Coramiffions  may  be  direfted  to  fome  fpccialls  of  his  Hienes  Coun- 
fell,  beft  afFedled  and  of  greateft  power,  to  fearch,  feek,  and  apprehend  aud 
prefent  to  Jufiice,  all  Jefuits,  and  vthers  privat  or  publick  feducers  of  his 
Hienes  lieges  ;  and  that  the  faid  Commiffioncrs  may  be  inftantly  named, 
and  a  day  appointed  to  the  report  of  their  diligences  in  that  behalfe. 

That  fome  fpecialls  of  the  Minillrie,  aflifted  with  Tome  well  aiFe6led 
Barrens  or  other  Gentlemen,  may  be  authorized  with  his  Hienes  commif- 
lion  and  licence,  to  pafs  to  every  quarter  of  this  Realme,  and  there,  be 
means  that  they  find  meeteft,  try  and  explore  what  Noblemen,  Burrowes, 
Barrens,  and  others  of  any  rank  and  calling,  profeffe  the  Religion,  and  will 
joyne  afauldlle  in  the  defence  therof,  and  who  will  not ;  and  that  a  day 
may  be  appointed  in  like  manner  for  reporting  of  thair  diligence. 

That  ieing  the  fpeciall  occahon  of  the  liniftrous  fufpicions,  concevit  of 
his  Hienes  finceritie  in  the  truth,  and  that  animateth  the  Papilts  moft,  is 
his  authoritie  and  fervice  put  in  the  hands  of  Papitts,  under  whole  wings 
all  Jefuits,  and  others  devoted  to  that  fuperftition,  find  countenance  and 
comfort  :  That,  for  remeed  thereof,  it  may  pleale  his  Majeftie  to  purge  his 
Houfe,  Counfell  and  Sefllon,  and  to  retire  his  power  of  Lieutenantrie, 
Wardanrie,  and  other  his  authoritie  whatfomever,  from  all  and  whatfom- 
ever  perfons  avowed  or  fufpefiled  to  be  papifts :  and  to  let  proclamationes 
immediatelie  be  direfiled  for  publicatione  of  his  Hienes  good  intention  and 
meaning  in  that  behalf,  to  the  confufion  of  the  Papifts  and  thair  Patrons, 
and  confort  of  the  godly  offended  this  tyme  bygean  with  thair  long  tole- 
rance and  overfight. 


At  the  fame  time  it  was  thought  good  that  certaine  fould  be  nominated 
to  confult  in  privat  concerning  the  beft  and  moft  ready  way  of  the  faid  exe- 
cution. Ten  Noblemen,  Lawiers  and  BurgefTes,  on  the  one  fide,  viz. 
[the  Erie  of  Angus,]  the  Earle  Marefchall,  the  Mafter  of  Glames,  The- 
faurar,  the  Laird  of  Lochleven,  the  Clerk  Regifter,  Mr  John  Sharp,  Mr 
Thomas  Craig,  Mr  John  Nicolfone,  John  Johnftone  of  Elphiftoune,  John 
Adamfon ;  and  ten  of  the  Miniftrie,  viz.  Mr  Andro  Melvill,  Mr  Robert 
Pont,  Mr  Robert  Bruce,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  Andro  Hay,  [Mr 
Thomas  Bowchanan,]  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  NicoU  Dalgleifli,  .Mr 
James  Melvill,  Mr  Andro  Mylne,  mett  [the  fame  day  at  efter  noone,]  and, 


742  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  158S. 

after  long  reafoning  and  advifement,  thought  it  moft  expedient  and  need- 
full  ; 

Firil,  That  the  faid  executioun  lliould  be  without  delay,  in  refpett  of 
tlie  imminent  danger. 

Nixt,  That  for  as  much  as  there  three  ranks  of  enemies  ;  the  firft  of 
cheiff  mantainers  of  Papifts  and  Papiftrey  ;  the  fecond  of  Jefuits,  Seminarie 
Priells  and  Traffiquers  ;  the  third  of  allowers,  recevers  and  intertainers  of 
thefe  in  their  houfes,  and  partakers  of  their  purpofes  and  idolatrie :  It  was 
thought  bell  that  the  firft  fort  ihould  be  charged  to  ward ;  the  fecond  ap- 
prehended at  unawares,  and  puniflied ;  the  third  proceeded  againft  con- 
forme  to  the  laws  of  the  countrey,  and  being  found  culpable,  to  be  punilhed 
accordingly. 

And  laft.  To  the  intent  that  fo  weighty  a  matter  might  be  folidlie  ad- 
vifed  and  fett  doun  in  all  points,  the  Clerk  Regifter,  Alexander  Hay,  Mr 
John  Sharp,  Mr  Thomas  Craig,  and  others,  were  requefted  to  take  time 
and  paufe  upon  the  matter,  and  every  one  feverally  fett  doun  their  judg- 
ment in  write.  The  which  being  conferred  togither,  conclufion  was  taken 
and  rej)orted  to  his  Majefty. 


At  this  Convention  were  appointed  certan  Conimiflioners  and  brethren 
to  meet  every  week  [in  Edinbruche,]  to  confult  upon  affaires  pertaining  to 
the  Weill  of  the  Kirk  in  fo  dangerous  a  time,  viz.  Alexander  Hay,  Clerk 
Regifter,  Mr  John  Lindiay,  one  of  the  Senators  of  the  CoUedge  of  Juftice, 
Mr  John  Sharp,  Mr  Thomas  Craig,  Mr  John  Skeene,  Mr  John  Nicolfon, 
Advocats,  William  Little,  Provift  of  Edinburgh,  John  Johnttoune  of 
Elphinftoune,  John  Adamlbne,  Hendrie  Charters,  Burgels  in  Edenburgh, 
Mr  Robert  Bruce,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Minifters. 

The  Kings  Commilfioners,  Avith  fome  other  being  of  the  Miniftry,  were 
appointed  to  travell  with  his  Majefty  for  a  proclamation  [to  be  fett  furthe,] 
to  lett  all  his  fubje6ls  underftand  his  Hienes  zeal  and  care  to  purge  the 
land  cf  Papiftrie,  and  to  maintain  the  true  religion  ;  and  to  defire  his  Ma- 
jefty of  new  again,  now  in  his  perfedl  age,  to  fublbrive  the  Confeflion  of 
Fai.th  ;  and  to  renew  the  charge  given  in  his  minority  to  all  his  fubjeiSls, 
to  fubfcrive  the  lame  of  new  ao-ain. 
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It  was  further  ordained  that  all  Coniniillioners  and  Moderators  of  i'ref- 
bytries  in  all  partes,  fhould  be  carefull  to  have  intelligence  of  all  matters 
within  their  bounds,  concerning  religion  and  the  weall  of  the  Kirk  ;  and 
to  fend  advertifments  from  time  to  time  to  the  forfaid  Commiffioners  ap- 
pointed to  conveen  weekly  in  Edenburgh. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Generall  AlTembly  fliould  be  holden  in  Eden- 
burgh the  fixt  of  Februar  nixt  to  come  ;  and  that  the  Provinciall  Synods 
be  holden  and  difolved  before  the  24  of  Janwar. 

It  was  thought  necelFar,  that  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Provinces,  and 
every  Minifter  within  their  own  bounds  refpe6live,  informe  all  Gentlemen 
well  aifedted  to  religion,  of  the  attempts  of  Fapifts,  and  dangers  imminent, 
and  of  the  liberty  granted  be  the  King  and  Counfell  to  conveen,  that  fo 
they  may  be  moved  to  take  commiffions  from  Synods,  and  not  faill  to  keep 
the  Generall  AlTembly  [and  make  it  frequent.] 

As  concerning  Jefuits,  Seminarie  Priefts,  and  other  feducers  of  the 
people  :  It  was  agreed,  that  at  the  nixt  Synods  the  Minifters  Ihould  be 
charged  to  declare  them  excommunicated  out  of  the  pulpit,  immediately 
after  their  return  to  their  own  Kirks,  that  the  people  may  bewarre  of  them, 
and  of  fuch  as  favour  them,  intertaine  them  in  their  houl'es,  or  have  any 
medling  with  them  :  and  that  every  Miniiler  have  their  names  enrolled  to 
this  effect. 


744  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1588. 


A.  D.  M.D.LXXXVIII. 


[The  General  Affembly  conveened,  as  was  appointed  upon  the  fixt  of 
Februar.    It  was  frequented  with  many  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen. 

The  greevances  of  every  Province  and  Prelbytry  were  givin  in,  whereby 
might  be  perceived  cleerly  how  the  land  was  defiled  all  throughout,  fpeci- 
ally  the  North  and  South,  with  popery,  fuperftitione,  bloodlhed,  and  all 
kind  of  villany  :  Whereupon  the  brethren  were  flirred  up  to  watch  dili- 
gently over  their  flocks,  and  to  have  a  care  of  the  well  of  the  whole  Kirk. 

Complaints,  and  greevances,  and  petitions,  were  formed  to  be  prefented 
to  the  King-  and  Counlell. 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXXIX. 


The  General  Affembly  conveened  upon  Tuefday  the  I7  of  June.  [James 
Melvin  is  chofen  Moderator.    P.J 

Upon  Friday  the  ^0,  the  King  had  a  fpeech  to  the  Affembly,  and  pro- 
niifed  to  hold  hand  to  difcipline.  All  the  Commiffioners  of  Countries  were 
changed,  except  the  Laird  of  Dun.  The  King  would  needs  have  Mr 
Patrick  Galloway  to  be  his  Minifler. 

[The  AlTembly  by  the  mouth  of  the  Moderator  rendereth  his  Majefty 
humble  thanks  for  the  beginnings  he  had  made  in  fupprelling  the  enemies 
of  religion.  They  entreat  to  profecute  the  bulinels,  and  made  offer  of  their 
humble  fervice  to  the  uttermofl  of  their  power.  As  for  that  he  craves, 
they  acknowledge  his  Majefty  may  command  any  Minifter  within  the 
realme,  to  attend  himfelf  and  his  Court. 

It  is  appointed,  that  at  the  conveening  and  looling  of  every  Affembly,  the 
roll  of  Commiffioners  fhall  be  called,  and  all  abfents  be  cenfured. 

Univerfall  tryall  fhall  be  made  of  all  the  Minifters  within  every  Prelby- 
tery  ;  and  the  tryall  to  be  of  their  life  and  doftrine,  efpecially  of  fimony, 
if  any  be  fufpeft  to  have  entered  that  way.  The  tryall  fliall  be  by  queftions 
and  preaching  ;  and  where  any  fliall  be  found  unqualified,  he  Ihall  be  de- 
pofed  without  refpe6l  of  age  or  other  condition  :  and  this  tryall  fliall  be 
concluded  before  the  next  Provinciall  Synod,  which  is  appointed  to  be 
September  3  ;  as  every  Preibytery  will  anfwer  unto  God  and  his  Church. 

5b 
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It  is  appointed,  that  in  every  Prefbytery  they  fliall  difpnte  concerning 
the  mariage  of  adulterers ;  and  report  their  judgement  unto  the  next  Af- 
fembly. 

The  A&,  made  in  the  laft  Allembly  concerning  the  giving  of  admiflion 
upon  the  prefentation  of  laik  patrons,  fhall  Hand  untill  the  next  Affembly ; 
with  this  addition,  That  the  perfon  who  fliall  admit  fliall  incurr  the  cen- 
fure  of  the  Church. 

Violaters  of  the  Sabbath  (under  which  are  comprehended  pariflioners 
abfenting  themfelves  from  the  fermons  of  their  own  parifli,  without  a  jutt 
cauCe,)  and  blafphemers  of  God,  are  ordained  to  be  tryed  and  cenfured  by 
the  particular  SeflTions  of  the  parifli :  and  who  fliall  be  convi6l  of  thefe 
offences,  fliall  be  denied  of  the  benefits  of  the  Church,  with  further  cen- 
fure,  as  the  Word  of  God  will  allow. 

The  aged  and  weel  meriting  in  the  Miniftry  fliould  be  preferred  to 
young  men  cseteris  paribus,  being  found  qualified  by  the  Prefbyteries  where 
churches  are  vaiking,  and  they  agreeing  with  the  Congregation. 

The  Prefbytery  of  Edinburgh  having  received  commilTion  from  the  for- 
mer Aflembly  to  call  Patrick  Adamfon  before  them  for  lolemnizing  the 
marriage  of  Huntly,  now  deliver  their  procefs,  fliewing  that  for  his  con- 
tumacy in  not  compearing  after  citations,  they  had  deprived  him  from  all 
fun6lion  in  the  Church.  The  Affembly  judgeth  the  procefs  formall,  rati- 
fieth  their  fentence,  and  ordaines  it  with  other  fentences  that  were  pro- 
nounced againfl,  him,  to  be  publifhed  in  all  the  churches.   P.] 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXXIX. 


[The    Generall  AlTembly   conveened   at    Edenburgh    the   3   day   of 
March. 

Bothwell,  Montrofe,  and  Fleming,  gave  in  a  fiipplication  in  favours  of 
Fintrie.     Some  brethren  were  appointed  to  conferr  with  him. 

Upon  the  5  of  March,  the  faid  Lords  requifted  for  20  dayes  liberty  for 
further  conference  :  It  was  granted  upon  conditions  that  he  be  keeped  at 
the  Provifts  appointment,  at  I'ome  honeft  mans  houfe,  where  none  fliould 
have  accefs  to  him  without  the  pretence  of  fome  of  the  Miniilrie  ;  and  that 
if  he  remained  obllinat,  they  would  travell  no  more  for  him,  nor  have  any 
dealing  with  him.  Mr  Andrew  Melvill,  Mr  Nicoll  Daglejfli,  Mr  John 
Davidfone,  and  fundrie  others  opponed,  but  in  vain  ;  and  therefore  Both- 
well  and  Montrofe  came  again  to  the  Affembly  the  fame  day  after  noon, 
and  fought  other  20  dayes,  which  was  hardlie  taken.  Both  well  defired  in 
end  that  the  Aflembly  fliould  conceeve  no  evill  opinion  of  him,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  fpeak  no  more  for  Fintrie. 

Upon  Wednefday,  the  eleventh  of  March,  my  Lord  Hamiltoun  offered 
to  the  Affembly  all  kind  of  alTiftance  according  to  his  power.  The  Duke 
did  the  like  after  noon. 

It  was  appointed  that  a  fail  fhould  be  keeped  every  Sabbath  till  the 
Kings  return. 
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A  minute  of  the  generall  a6ls  concluded  in  the  AUemblie  the  3  of 
March  1589. 

Firft,  An  a&,  concerning  difcipline  to  be  ufed  againft  recepters  of  Jefuits, 
Seminary  Priefts,  and  excommunicats,  whereof  the  diligence  is  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edenburgh,  betuixt  and  the  firft  Tuefday  of 
May  nixt  to  come. 

All  Paftors  proceeding  to  the  I'entence  of  excommunication  againft  what- 
fomever  perfons,  enjoyned  to  fend  the  teftimoniall  of  the  fentence  to  the 
Seffion  of  the  Minilters  of  Edenburgh,  to  be  intimat  by  them,  as  alio  the 
fentence  of  abfolution  therefrom,  under  the  pain  to  be  publickly  admo- 
niflied  that  failgies  therein. 

Ane  a6l  againft  the  keeping  of  fairs  and  mercats  on  the  Lords  day,  to 
be  execute  generally,  and,  in  fpeciall,  againft  certan  perfons  nominate 
therein,  who  may  ftay  the  famen. 

The  fubfcription  of  the  Bond  of  mantaining  religion  and  ConfelTion,  de 
novo,  is  to  be  execute  be  the  brethren  and  Commilfioners  appointed  by 
the  Privie  Counfell  thereto  ;  and  that  report  of  the  diligence  be  made 
to  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edenburgh,  betuixt  and  the  20  day  of  May  nixt  to 
come. 

The  faid  Bond,  with  Confeffion  of  Faith,  A61  of  Secret  Counfell  concern- 
ing Jefuits,  Papifts,  and  Seminary  Priefts,  a  new  Commiflion  to  receve 
fubfcriptions,  are  ordained  be  the  Counfell  to  be  printed,  whereof  every 
Preft)ytrie  fliall  take  home  a  copy,  or  give  tickets  to  Mr  John  Davidlbn, 
of  the  perfons  names  who  fliall  receve  the  famine,  and  pay  therefore ; 
and,  licklike,  to  take  with  them  a  requieft  of  the  Aflembly  to  the  Com- 
miflioners. 

Item,  The  whole  Minifters  to  proceed  againft  Papifts  within  their  bounds, 
conform  to  the  adls  of  the  Kirk. 

Item,  Tryall  de  novo  is  appointed  of  the  whole  Prelbytryes,  as  was  had 
before  this  Affembly,  and  their  diligence  to  be  given  in  write  in  their 
Synodal],  in  06lober  nixt  to  come,  and  therefrom  brought  back  to  the 
Generall.  Nothing  altered  in  the  whole  Commiffion,  except  Elgin,  Fo- 
reffe,  and  InvernelTe,  to  be  tryed  by  themfelves ;  and  the  Prelbytryes  of 
Dumfermling  and  Kirkcaldy  to  trye  themfelves,  with  the  alfiftance  of  Mr 
Andrew  Melvill,   and  Mr  Nicoll  Daglielli ;   Hadintoune  as  before,   chang- 
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ing  Mr  NicoU  Dagleillx  with  John   Brand  ;  and   at  the  tryell  of  Peebles, 
for  Mr  David  Lindfay,  John  Brand. 

The  whole  Prelbyteries  within  this  land  are  commanded  to  diredl,  under 
their  teftimonialls,  the  names  of  all  the  beneficed  perfons  not  making  refi- 
dence,  and  others  incurring  deprivatione  be  a6l  of  Parliament,  that  are  els 
depofed,  or  lliall  be  depofed  hereafter,  to  [thej  judges  of  non  relldence,  be- 
tuixt  and  the  20  day  of  May  nixt  to  come,  under  the  pain  to  be  publickly 
rebuked  be  the  whole  Affembly. 

Diligence  to  be  done  be  Paftors,  Commiffioners  and  Prelbyteries  of 
Countryes,  againfl:  the  intertainers  of  excommunicat  perfons,  viz.  that  after 
admonition  they  be  proceeded  againll  with  the  fentence  of  excommunica- 
tion ;  and  this  diligence  to  be  remitted  back  be  every  Prelbytery  to  the 
Prefbytery  of  Edenburgh,  betuixt  and  the  firft  Tuefday  of  May  nixt. 

The  fame  order  and  execution  to  be  followed  on  againft  recepters  of 
Jefuits,  Seminary  Priefls,  to  be  likwife  remitted  under  the  pain  of  depoli- 
tion  of  the  Paftors  negligence  heirin,  and  accompting  of  Prelbytryes  and 
Commiffioners  for  flothfulnefle. 

Prelbytryes  and  Particular  Sellions  to  proceed  againft  the  violators  of 
the  Lords  day,  by  keiping  of  mercats  and  fairs  therin,  with  the  cenfures 
of  the  Kirk  ;  and,  in  fpeciall,  againft  the  perfons  that  may  ftay  to  be 
holden  within  their  bounds. 

It  is  ordained  that  the  brethren  recommend  to  God  in  their  publick  and 
privie  fupplications,  the  affli6led  brethren  in  England  for  the  confeffion  of 
the  purity  of  the  religion. 

The  a&,  concerning  the  acceptation  of  one  kirk  allenerly  by  every 
Preft)ytry  ratifyed,  and  to  be  putt  in  execution  ;  and  the  refufers  to  be  de- 
pofed of  the  function  of  the  Miniftry. 

Synodalls  are  ordained  to  help  the  Burrowftouns  within  the  fame,  yet 
unprovided  and  unhelped,  and  provid  Paftors  thertoj  exeeming  Eden- 
burgh, Dundee,  Glafgow,  San6l  Andreus,  quich  are  to  remain  yet  as  of 
before  ;  and  the  provilion  to  be  by  fome  of  their  oune  members,  or 
otherwife  who  are  licenced  to  be  tranfported  by  the  General  Affembly,  or 
fuch  as C] 
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[Apiid  Edinburgh,  fexto  die  raenfis  Martij,  Anno  I*^"  V'  Ixxxix". 


Dux  Lennoxie. 
Mortoun. 

Montrois. 

Lindfay. 

Dingwell. 


Sederunt. 

Plufcarden. 
Newbottle. 
Culrois. 
Barnbarrauch. 


Murdocairny. 
Blantyre. 
Clericus  Regiftri. 
Culluthy. 


Eorfaniekle  as  be  adl  of  Parliament,  intitulat  Anent  the  tryall  and  pun- 
ifchement  of  the  offenfes  of  the  aduerfaris  of  the  trew  religioun  prefentlie 
profeffit  within  this  realnie,  it  is  ftatute  and  ordanit.  That  quhatfomeuir 
profefllt  and  avowit  Jefuitis  or  Serainarie  Preiflis  fuld  be  found  in  ony  parte 
of  this  realme,  within  the  fpace  of  ane  nioneth  eftir  the  publicatioun  of  the 
faid  a6l,  quhilk  wes  deulie  publift  vpoun  the  xiiij  day  of  Auguft,  the  geir 
of  God  I"'  V"  Ixxxvij  geiris,  fuld  be  takin,  apprehendit,  callit,  perfewit, 
and  incur  the  pane  of  deid  and  confifcatioun  of  all  thair  mouable  guidis  : 
And  quhaeuir  wittinglie  or  willinglie  fuld  reffett  or  fupplee  ony  of  thame 
thaireftir,  be  the  fpace  of  three  dayis  and  three  nychtis  togidder,  or  feuera- 
lie  at  three  tymes,  vpoun  certane  knaulege  that  thay  ar  perfonis  of  that 
profelTioun,  being  lauchfullie  and  ordourlie  convidl  of  the  fame,  fuld  incur 
the  tinfale  of  thair  lyverentis  ;  and  that  thay,  as  alfwa  all  fayaris  or  heir- 
aris  of  mes,  or  prophanaris  of  the  facramentis,  or  vthiris  perfonis  fulpeiSl  to 
haue  declynnit  fra  the  trew  religioun,  or  refufeing  to  reforte  to  the  preich- 
ing  of  Godis  worde,  or  quhatlbraeuir  perfone  that  fuld,  be  reffoning  or 
difperfing  of  buikis  or  letters,  prefume  to  perfwade  ony  of  his  Maiefteis 
fubie6lis  to  declyne  fra  the  profeffioun  of  the  faid  trew  religioun,  being 
callit  to  compeir  and  anfuer  thairupoun  befoir  his  Hienes  and  his  Preuey 
Counfaill,  in  cais  the  perfonis  fwa  dilaitit  and  accuied  or  ony  of  thame  fuld 
be  found  culpable  be  his  Hienes  Preuey  Counfaill,  or  ony  fyve  of  them, 
(the  Chancellair  and  Clerk  of  Regiller  being  twa  of  that  nowmer,)  outher 
be  the  confellioun  of  the  faidis  perfonis  accufed,  or  be  the  depolitioun  of 
famous  witneffes  ;  or  giff  the  iiiidis  perfonis  being  callit  and  adiugeit  crimi- 
nalie,   (in  cais  his  Maieftie  and  Lordis  of  Secreit  Counlaill  I'all  fwa  think 
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glide,)  and  wer  found  culpable  and  gilty  of  the  preraiffes,  that  thay  thair- 
throw  fuld  incur  the  pane  of  tiniale  of  all  thair  mouable  guidis,  togiduer 
with  the  lyverentis  of  all  thair  landis  and  levingis  quhatfomeuir,  to  be  vp- 
takin  and  imployit  to  oure  Souerane  Lordis  awne  vfe,  and  nawayes  difponit 
to  the  perfonis  that  I'uld  be  convidl,  or  fugitiue  for  the  cans  foirfaid,  as  the 
faid  a6l  of  Parliament  in  the  felff  proportis.  And  becaus  his  Maieftie  and 
his  Efteatis,  quhilkis  conuenit  at  Haliruidhous  vpoun  the  xxvij  day  of  Julij, 
the  geir  of  God  I*^  V"  Ixxxviij  geiris,  perceavit  be  gude  experience  the  in- 
conuenient  that  followit  throw  the  default  of  the  nonputting  of  the  fame 
a6l  to  dew  executioun  ;  and  that  thairthrow  the  iaidis  Jefuitis  and  Semi- 
narie  Preiflis  difdanit  his  Maiefteis  faid  a6l,  and  continewit  in  leducing  and 
perfwading  of  diuers  of  his  Nobilitie,  Baronis,  and  vthiris  his  gude  fubie6tis, 
to  declyne  fra  the  faid  trew  and  chrifteane  religioun,  and  to  pra6lize  the 
alteratioun  and  trouble  of  his  Hienes  Eftate  :  Thairfoir  be  ane  vthir  adl 
and  ordinance  maid  be  his  Maieftie,  his  faidis  Nobilitie,  Counfell,  and 
Efteatis,  quhilkis  conuenit  the  laid  xxvij  day  of  Julij,  certane  perfonis  fpe- 
cialie  expreffit  thairin  wer  nominat,  ele6lit  and  conftitute  his  Hienes  Com- 
miflionaris  and  lufticeis  in  that  parte  within  the  boundis  of  the  Schiref- 
domes,  Stewartis,  Bailliereis  and  Citeis  vndirmentionat :  Likeas  to  thame 
coniun6tlie  and  feueralie,  within  the  boundis  fpecialie  limitat  to  thame,  wer 
gevin  his  Hienes  full  pouer  and  commiirionn,  all  and  lindrie  Jefuitis  and 
Seminarie  Preiftis,  as,  namelie,  Mr  James  Gordoun,  fader  brouthir  to  the 
Erll  of  Huntley,  Maifter  Edmond  Hay,  brouther  to  the  Gudeman  of 
Meginche,  Maifter  Williame  Creichtoun,  Maifter  Alexander  M^quhirry, 
Gilbert  Broun,  fumtyme  Abbot  of  Newabbay,  M.  Mark  Ker,  fone  to 
Robert  Ker,  eldair,  burges  of  Edinburgh,  and  vthiris  of  that  profelfioun, 
in  cais  thay  i'uld  nocht  depairt  furth  of  this  realme,  and  entir  thame  felffis 
to  the  Proueil  of  Edinburgh,  to  haue  bene  lugeit  quhill  occafioun  feruit  to 
tranfporte  thame  according  to  the  proclamatioun  publift  to  that  eife6l  ;  and 
als  all  and  findrie  his  Hienes  rebellis  remaining  at  the  home  for  flauchter, 
or  lie  vtheris  odious  crymeis,  and  all  fornaris,  brigandis,  and  maifterfuU 
vagaboundis.  To  pas,  ferche,  feik,  tak  and  apprehend,  and  outher  to  bring 
and  prefent  thame  befoir  the  luftice  and  his  Deputis  in  the  Tolbuith  of 
Edinburgh  ;  or  then  the  faidis  Commiflionaris  and  luftices  thame  felffis  to 
putt  the  faidis  Jefuitis  and  Seminarie  Preiftis,  and  vtheris  aboue  writtin  to 
the  knaulege  of  ane  AiTiie  for  thair  faidis  wicked  and  vnlauchfull  pracSlizes, 
and  attemptatis,  and  contemptuus   difl'obeying  and   contravening  of  the 
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lawis  and  aclis  of  Parliament,  and  vthiris  crymes  committit  be  thame  ;  and 
as  thay  I'uld  be  foundin  culpable  or  innocent,  to  minifter  iuftice  vpoun 
thame  conforme  to  the  lawis  and  conCuetude  of  this  realme  ;  courte  or 
Courtis  to  this  efFe6t  to  fett,  begin,  afferme,  hald  and  continew  ;  Deputis 
vndir  thame,  with  clerkis,  feriandis,  dempftaris,  and  all  vtheris  officeris 
and  memberis  of  courte  neidfuU  to  mak,  creat,  f'ubftitute,  and  ordane  ; 
Affiffes  ane  or  ma  to  that  effe6l,  ilk  perfone  vndir  the  pane  of  ffourty  pundis, 
to  fummond,  warne,  cheis,  and  caus  be  fworne  ;  vnlawis,  amerchiamentis 
and  efchettis  of  the  faidis  Courtis  to  aik,  lift  and  rais  ;  and  for  the  fame, 
gifF  neid  beis,  to  poind  and  diflrenzie  ;  compt,  rekning  and  payment  to 
his  Maieftie  and  his  Thefaurair  in  his  name  in  the  Chekker  to  mak,  quhair- 
in  the  neceffair  expenffes  to  be  maid  in  the  executioun  of  the  faid  Commif- 
fioun  is  appointed  to  be  defeafed  and  allowit.  And  in  cais  the  faidis  Je- 
liiitis  and  Seminarie  Preiftis,  and  vthiris  abouefpecifeit,  lal  happin  to  flee 
to  houffes  or  flrenthis,  to  affege  and  perfew  thame  thairin,  rais  fyre,  and 
vfe  all  force,  and  weirlyke  ingyne  for  recouerie  thairof ;  and  gifF  it  lal 
happin  ony  of  thame,  or  ony  affifting  and  concurring  with  thame,  to  be 
hurte,  flane,  or  mutilat,  or  ony  wrak,  diftru6lioun  of  houffes  or  guidis  to 
be  done  ;  the  fame  to  be  imputt  for  na  cryme  nor  offens  to  the  faidis  lufti- 
ceis  and  Commiflionaris,  or  perfonis  affifting  thame  in  the  executioun  heir- 
of ;  nor  thay  nor  nane  of  thame  to  be  callit  or  accufed  for  the  fame  crimi- 
nalie  nor  ciuilie  be  ony  maner  of  way  in  tyme  cuming ;  exonering  thame 
of  all  adlioun  and  cryme  that  may  be  moved  and  intendit  aganis  thame  or 
ony  of  thame  for  the  fame  ;  and  difchargeing  all  his  Hienes  lugeis  and 
Minilleris  of  his  lawis  off  all  calling,  accufeing,  vnlawing,  or  ony  wayes 
pleding  aganis  thame  thairfoir,  and  of  thair  officeris  in  that  parte  for  euir. 
Mairouer  with  pouer  to  the  faids  lufticeis  and  Comniiffionaris  to  inquire 
quhat  feidis  or  variance  ftandis  betuix  ony  parteis  inhabitantis  within  the 
fliyris  and  boundis  appointit  to  thame,  and  quha  wes  the  maift  able  and 
indifferent  freinds  to  be  imployit  for  componing  and  awaytaking  thairof, 
and  to  require  and  command  thame  to  travell  to  that  effe6l  ;  and  the  per- 
Ibnis  ftanding  at  variance  to  fubmitt  thame  felffis  to  the  moderatioun  and 
arbitriment  of  the  faidis  indifferent  freindis,  according  to  the  effe6l  and 
meaning  of  the  generall  Band  fubfcriuit  be  his  Hienes  and  diners  of  his 
Efteatis  ;  or,  in  cais  of  refufe  or  delay,  to  certifie  the  fame  to  his  Maieftie 
and  his  Counfaill  with  all  connenient  expeditioun,  that  fie  further  ordour 
mycht  be  tane  thairanent  as  appertenit ;  and  to  move  certane  of  the  maift 
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worthy  and  zealous  perfonis  in  eueiy  parochin  to  tak  vpoun  thame   the 
commiirioun  for  executioun  of  the  a&,  of  Parliament  maid  for  pvniflieraent 
of  llrang  and  idill  begg-aris,   and  releiff  of  the  pure  and  impotent.     As  al- 
Ava  ordanit  and  commandit  the  I'aidis  Commiffionaris  and  ludiceis  to  pro- 
clame  and  caus  mak  wapponfliawingis  of  all  fenlible  perfonis  in  the  boundis 
particularlie  limitat  to  thame  ;    and  to  charge  thame  to  convene  in  amies 
at  all  occaliouns  neidfull,  for  defens  of  the  cuntrey,  and  refilling  of  all  out- 
ward and  domeftick  invafioun  tending  to  the  dangeir  of  the  profeflouris 
of  Goddis  trew  religioun,  or  troubling  of  the  commoun  quietnes  of  this 
realme  :     And  forder  to  charge  and  require  all  his  Hienes  gude  fubie6lis 
to  concur  and  aflifl  thame  in  the  executioun  of  the  premiffes,   vndir  the 
panes  contenit  in  the  adlis  of  Parliament ;  and  forder  vndir  the  pane  to  be 
repute,   haldin,    eftemit  and  perfewit  as  hinderaris    of  his  Hienes  feruice, 
and  arte  and  pairt  takaris  with   the   foirfaidis   rebellious  and  diflbbedient 
perfonis  in  thair  vngodlle  and  wicked  deidis  :     And  that  the  faidis  Com- 
minionaris  and  lulliceis  do  thair  exa6l  diligence  for  executioun  of  the  pre- 
miffes,  as  thay  and  euery  ane  of  thame  will  anfuer  to   his  Maieftie  vpoun 
thair  obedience,   at  thair  vttermofl  charge  and  perrell  ;    and  forder  vndir 
the  pane   of  ane  thowfand  pundis  to  be  payit  be  euery  ane  of  thame  that 
lalbe  found  remiCfe  or  negligent  heirin,   as  the  faid  a6l  of  Secreit  Counfaill 
of  the  date  foirfaid  at  niair  lenth  proportis  :     Quhilk,  with  the  faid  a6l  of 
Parliament,  and  vtheris  a6lis,  ordinanceis,  and  commifionis,  pall  and  gevin 
for  executing  of  the  fame  a6lis  aganis  the  faidis  Jefuitis,  Seminarie  Preiftis, 
Papillis,  and  excommunicat  perfonis,  the  faidis  Lordis  of  Secreit  Counfale, 
in  oure  Souerane  Lordis  name,  ratifeis  and  approvis,  and  ordanis  the  fame 
to  be  putt  to  forder  executioun  in  all  pointis,   conforms  to   the  tennour 
thairof,   with  fie  expeditioun  as  conuenientlie  may  be.     And  becaus  thair 
is  certane  of  the  Noblemen,  Baronis,  and  vtheris,  expreffit  Commiffionaris 
in  the  faid  afil  of  Secreit  Counfaill,  maid  vpoun  the  faid  xxvij  day  of  Junij 
ffourefcoir  fijvin  5eiris,  that,  fen  the  making  thairof,   ar  depairtit  this  lyffe, 
vtheris  dileafit  in  thair  bodyis,   and   fum  abfent  furth  of  the  realme,   and 
in  vtheris  partis  fer  diftant  fra  the  boundis  within  the  quhilk  commiffioun 
wes  gevin  to  thame,  be  reffoun  of  thair  refidence  thairin  for  the  tyrae,  fwa 
that  at  this  prefent  they  may  nocht  conuenientlie  vfe  and  execute  the  faid 
commiffioun  with  fie  expeditioun  as   is  requifite :      Thairfoir  the   faidis 
Lordis  of  Secreit  Counfaill,  at  the  humble  and  eirnift  defire  of  the  Generall 
Affembly  of  the  Kirk  prefentlie  conuenit,    lies  thocht  gude,   concludit  and 
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ordanit,   That  the  faid  commiflioun  and  aiSis  foirfaidis  falbe  putt  in  dew 
and  full  executioun  be  the  perfonis  refpe6live  eftir   following,  gevin  in  be 
thanie  in  roll,  within  the  burrowis,  fchirefdoniis,  flewartreis,  and  bailiiereis, 
particularlie  vndirmentionat,   thay  ar  to  fay,   the   Prouellis  and  Baillies   of 
euery  citie  and  burgh,    lufticeis   and   Commiliionaris  within   the  lelfF  and 
liberteis  of  the  fame  :  And  for  the  cuntrey  to  landwart,    Robert   Erll  of 
Orknay,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome  of  Orknay  ;  George  Erll  of 
Caithnes,  Coline  M'kanzie  of  Kintaill,  Thomas  Frafair  of  Kinkky,    Andro 
Monro  of  Dawachartie,    Angus  Williamefoun  M'intoflie  in  Termett,  and 
Johnne  Vrquhart,   Tutour  of  Cromarty,   within  the  boundis  of  the  fchiref- 
domis  of  Inuernes  and  Cromarty  ;  Johnne  Campbell  of  Caddell,   SchirefF 
of  Name,  Hucheoun  Ros  of  Kilrawak,  and  Johnne  Hay  of  Lochloy,  with- 
in the  boundis  of  the  Schirefdome  of  Name  ;  James  Erll  of  Murray,   Pa- 
trick Dunbar,  Schireff  \yardatair  of  Elgin  and  Fores,  Robert  Innes  of  that 
ilk,  Johnne  Grant  of  Frewquhy,   James   Dunbar  of  Tarbatt,    and  Dauid 
Dunbar  of  Grangehill,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdoniis  of  Elgin  and 
Forefs  ;   Williame  Erll  of  Mortoun,  Schireff  Wardatair  of  Banff,  Alexander 
Lord  Saltoun,  and  Walter  Ogiluy  of  Findlattir,  within  the  boundis  of  the 
fchirefdome  of  Banff;  Johnne  Mailler  of  Forbes,  Willialme  Forbes  of  Cors, 
Alexander  Irwing  of  Drwm,  James  Creichtouu  of  Frendraucht,   Alexan- 
der Seytoun  of  Meldrum,  Johnne  Gordoun  of  Pithirg,   Williame  Keith  of 
Ludquharne,  and  Williame  Turing  of  Foverne,  within  the  boundis  of  the 
Schirefdome  of  Abirdene  ;  Williame  Erll  of  Angus,  George   Erll   Mair- 
ihael,  Robert  Lord  of  Altrie,   Andro  Lord  Dingwell,  Alexander  Stratoun 
of  Laurenlloun,  Johnne  Strauthachin  of  Thornetoun,  Johnne  Wiicheart  of 
Pittarro,   and  Johnne   Ramfay   of  Balmane,    within  the   boundis   of  the 
Schirefdome  of  Kincardin  ;  Johnne  Lord  Hammiltoun,   Thomas  Maifler 
of  Glammis,    Patrick  Mailler  of  Gray,   Dauid  Lindfay  of  Edzell,  James 
Skrymgeour  of  Dudop,  Conllable  of  Dundee,  and  George  Haliburtoun  of 
Pitcur,   within  the  boundis  of  the  Schirefdome  of  Forfar  ;  Johnne  Erll  of 
Athoill,  Duncane  Campbell  of  Glenvrquhy,  Thomas  Stewart  of  Garntully, 
Alexander  Blair  of  Bathiock,   Williame  Moncreiff  of  that  ilk,  and  Patrick 
Ogiluy  of  Inchemartine,   within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome  of  Perth, 
Stermonth,  and  Dunkell;  Johnne  Murray  of  TuUibardin,  Johnne  Striuil- 
ing  of  Keir,  and  JMr  Johnne  Halden  of  Gleunegeis,   within  the  boundis  of 
the  flewartreis  of    Stratharne   and  Menteith,   and   diocie   of  Dunblane  ; 
Williame  Erll  of  Mortoun,  Alexander  Commendatair  of  Culrois,  Williame 


1589.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  75,5 

Menteith  of  Kers,  and  Robert  Bruce  of  Clackniannane,  within  the  boundis 
of  the  Ichirefdomis  of  Clakmannane  and  Kinros ;  Andro  Erll  of  Rothes, 
Schireff  of  Fyffe,  James  Lord  Lindfay  of  the  Byris,  Mr  Williame  Lundy 
of  that  ilk,  Andro  Wode  of  Largo,  and  Mr  Dauid  Carnegy  of  Culluthy, 
within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome  of  Fyft'e  ;  Johnne  Erll  of  Mar, 
Williame  Lord  Levingftoun,  Alexander  Forretter  of  Garden,  and  Johnne 
Levingftoun,  goungair,  of  Dunnypace,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchiref- 
dome of  Striuiling  ;  George  Dundas  of  that  ilk,  Nicol  Cornwall  of  Ballin- 
hard,  and  Dauid  Dundas  of  Preiftifmche,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchiref- 
dome of  Lynlythqw  ;  Archibald  Naper  of  Marchinftoun,  Robert  Fairlie 
of  Braid,  and  Patrick  Monypenny  of  Pilrig,  within  the  boundis  of  the 
ichirefdome  of  Edenburgh  ;  Williame  Erll  of  Angus,  Francis  Erll  Both- 
uile,  William  Lord  Hay  of  gefter,  Schir  Johnne  Maitland  of  Thirlftane, 
Knycht,  Chancellair,  and  Alexander  Hwme  of  Northberuik,  within  the 
boundis  of  the  Conftabularie  of  Hadingtoun  and  Dunbar ;  Schir  James 
Hwme  of  Coldenknowis,  Knycht,  George  Hume  of  Weddirburne,  Alex- 
ander Hwme  of  Huttounhall,  Patrick  Hwme  appeirand  of  Aytoun,  Patrick 
Cokburne,  Tutour  of  Langtoun,  James  Seytoim  of  Tullibody,  and  Mr 
Thomas  Cranftoun  of  Moreiftoun,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome 
of  Beruik  or  JMers  ;  Williame  Ker  of  Ceffurde,  Walter  Scott  of  Branx- 
holme,  George  Douglas  of  Bonjedburgh,  Johnne  Cranftoun  of  that  ilk,  and 
Andro  Ker  of  Fadounfyde,  within  the  boundis  of  the  Schirefdome  of  Rox- 
burgh or  Teuiotdaill  ;  William  Lord  Hay  of  gefter,  Johnne  Stewart  of 
Tracquair,  Williame  Tuedy  of  Drumnielzeair,  and  Patrick  Murray  of 
Fawlahill,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdomis  of  Selkirk  and  Peblis  ; 
Johnne  Lord  Hammiltoun,  Williame  Erll  of  Angus,  James  LorJ  Somer- 
uile,  James  Maxwell  of  Calderwode,  Johnne  Stewart  of  Mynto,  and  James 
Hammiltoun  of  Libbertoun,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome  of 
Lanerk  or  Cliddifdale ;  Ludouik  Duke  of  Lennox,  James  Erll  of  Glen- 
cairne,  Robert  Lord  Sempill,  George  Buchquhannane  of  that  ilk,  Johnne 
Schaw  of  Grenok,  Williame  Edmonftoun  of  Duntreith,  and  Vmphra  Col- 
houn  of  Lufs,  within  the  boundis  of  the  Lennox  and  fchirefdome  of  Ren- 
frew ;  Robert  Maifter  of  Eglintoun,  Thomas  Lord  Boyd,  Johnne  Blair  of 
that  ilk,  and  Thomas  Craufurde  of  Jordanehill,  within  the  boundis  of  the 
baillierie  of  Cunynghame  ;  Hew  Campbell  of  Teiringeane,  John  Wallace 
of  Cragy,  Andro  Lord  Vchiltrie,  and  Williame  Craufurde  of  Leifnoreis, 
within  the  boundis  of  the  baillierie  of  Kyle  ;   Thomas  Kennedy  of  Blair- 
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quhan,  Thomas  Kennedy  of  Bargany,  and  Johnne  Cathcart  of  Carltoun, 
within  the  boundis  of  the  baillierie  of  Carick  ;  Alexander  Stewart  of 
Garleis,  Vthrid  M'douell  of  Garthland,  and  Schir  Patrik  Vans  of  Bern- 
barrauch,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdoine  of  Wigtoun  ;  Johnne 
Gordoun  of  Lochinvar,  Thomas  M'^clellane  of  Bonibie,  and  James  Lidder- 
dale  of  San6l  Marie  He,  within  the  boundis  of  the  ilewartrie  of  Kirk- 
cudbrycht ;  Johnne  Lord  Hamniiltoun,  James  Doug-las  of  Torthorwald, 
and  Uoger  Greirfoun  of  Lag,  within  the  boundis  of  the  Ichirefdome  of 
Drumfreis ;  Robert  Lord  Sanquhair,  James  Douglas  of  Drumlangrig,  and 
Roger  Kirkpatrick  of  Clofburne,  within  the  Sanquhair  or  ovir  pairt  of 
Nythifdale  ;  James  Johnnftoun  of  Dunikelly,  Charlis  Murray  of  Cokpule, 
and  Robert  Johnnftoun,  Laird  of  Newby,  within  the  boundis  of  the  Stew- 
artrie  of  Annanderdale  ;  Archibald  Erll  of  Ergyle,  and  his  Curatouri.?, 
within  the  boundis  of  the  Ichirefdome  of  Ergyle  ;  Angus  M'^coneill  of  Dun- 
nyveg  and  Glennis,  Lauchlane  M'clayne  of  Dowart,  Donald  M'coneill 
Gornie  of  Slaitt,  and  Donald  Myeloid  of  Harris,  within  the  boundis  of 
the  His. 

Attoure  the  faidis  Lordis  of  Secreit  Counfaill,  heiring  lindrie  brwtis  and 
rumouris  alfweill  of  foreyne  as  inteftine  plattis  and  preparationis  for  the 
trouble  of  the  trew  and  chrifteane  religioun  prefentlie  profellit  within  this 
realrae,  and  perrelling  of  the  Kingis  Maiefteis  eftate  and  Handing,  depend- 
ing thairvpon,  baith  having  the  fame  felff  freindis  and  commoun  enemeyis, 
fubie6l  to  the  like  event  of  ftanding  and  decay,  hes  thocht  nieit  for  the  pre- 
venting of  the  dangeir  threatned  heirby,  afweill  to  the  ane  as  to  the  vther. 
That  firft  of  all,  the  godlie  and  weill  afl'edled  perfonis,  his  Maiefteis  gude 
liibiedlis,  falbe  knawne  and  decernit  fra  thame  that  ar  of  a  contrair  diipofi- 
tioune  :  And  to  that  effefil  the  faidis  lordis  hes  given  and  grantit,  and  be 
thir  prefentis  gevis  and  grantis  full  power  and  commillioun,  expres  bidding 
and  charge,  to  the  perfonis  vnderwritten  euery  ane  of  thame  within  the 
boundis  particularlie  limitat  to  thame,  as  followis,  Thomas  Swyntoun, 
Hary  Coluill,  and  Johnne  Dunnone,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome 
of  Orknay ;  Maifter  A\'illiam  Paip,  Maifter  Robert  Innes,  William  Gray, 
^oungair,  Mr  Johnne  Robertfoun,  Mr  George  Monro,  Mr  Robert  Wil- 
liamelbun,  and  Mr  Thomas  Houefoun,  within  the  boundis  of  fchirefdomis 
of  Inuernes  and  Cromarty ;  Mr  Robert  Rait,  within  the  boundis  of  the 
fchirefdome  of  Name  ;  Mr  Johnne  Keith,  Minifter  at  Duffus,  Mr  Williame 
Douglas,   Minifter  at  Elgin,  and  Mr  Johnne  Forrefter,  Minifter  at  Fores, 


1589.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  757 

within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdomis  of  Elgin  and  Fores  ;  Mr  Willianie 
Strauchathin,  Mr  James  DufiF,  and  Mr  George  Nicolfoun,  within  the 
boundis  of  the  fchirefdonie  of  BanflF;  Mr  Petir  Blackburne,  Johnne 
Strauchathin,  James  Reid,  and  Abraham  Sibbald,  within  the  boundis  of  the 
fchirefdome  of  Abirdene  ;  Mr  Andro  Myln,  Maifter  Willianie  Lefk,  and 
Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdonie  of  Kin- 
cardin ;  Maifter  James  Meluill,  Mr  Paul  Frafair,  William  Cryftefoun,  Mr 
James  Nicolfoun,  Mr  Henry  Guthrie,  Mr  Henry  Duncane,  Johnne  Foullar- 
toun,  and  Mr  Thomas  Ramfay,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdonie  of 
Forfair  ;  Mr  William  Glafs,  Mr  William  Rynd,  Alexander  Young,  Mr 
Archibald  MoncreifiF,  and  Mr  William  Row,  within  the  boundis  of  the 
fchirefdome  of  Perth,  Stormonth  and  Dunkeld ;  Mr  Andro  Young,  Mr 
Williame  Striueling,  and  Alexander  Fergy,  within  the  boundis  of  the  ftew- 
artreis  of  Stratharne  and  Menteith  and  diocie  of  Dunblane  ;  Johnne 
Dykis,  Robert  Rait,  and  Mr  Alexander  Wallace,  within  the  boundis  of  the 
fchirefdomis  of  Clakniannane  and  Kinrofs ;  Mr  Thomas  Buchquhannane, 
Mr  Andro  Moncreiff,  Mr  James  Meluill,  and  Mr  Adam  Michell, 
within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome  of  Fyfe ;  Johnne  Dunkefoun, 
Mr  Alexander  Levingftoun,  and  Andro  Forretter,  within  the  boundis 
of  the  fchirefdome  of  Striuiling  ;  Patrick  Kenloquhy,  Mr  James  Law, 
and  Mr  Robert  Coluill,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome 
of  Linlythqw  ;  Mr  Robert  Bruce,  Mr  Patrick  Simfoun,  and  Mr 
Michael  Cranftoun,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdonie  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  Mr  Adam  Johnnftoun,  Johnne  Hereis,  and  James  Gibfoun, 
within  Dalketh  ;  William  Sandirfoun,  Mr  Cuthbert  Boncle,  Mr  Thomas 
APghee,  and  Mr  James  Carmichael,  within  the  conftabularie  of  Had- 
ingtoun  and  Dunbar;  Dauid  Hwme,  Johnne  Clappertoun,  and  Robert 
FrenQie,  within  the  fchirefdome  of  Beruik  or  the  Mers ;  Mr  Andro 
Clayhillis,  Mr  William  Auchmowty,  George  Johnneftoun,  Williame 
Balfour,  and  Mr  Johnne  Knox,  within  the  fchirefdome  of  Roxburgh  or 
Teviotdaill ;  Mr  Archibald  Douglas,  Minifter  at  Peblis,  Mr  Johnne 
Welflie,  Minifter  at  Selkirk,  and  Williame  Sandirfoun,  Minifter  at 
Innerlethine,  within  the  boundis  of  the  Forreft  and  Tueddale ;  Mr 
Johnne  Dauidfoun,  Mr  Robert  Lindfay,  and  Mr  Andro  Hay,  within  the 
boundis  of  Cliddifdale  or  Lanerk  ;  Mr  Thomas  Jak,  Mr  Andro  Knox, 
and  Mr  Patrick  Walkinftiaw,  within  the  boundis  of  the  Lennox  and  Ren- 
frew ;    Mr  Alexander   Skrymgeour,    Mr  Alexander   Wratoun,   and    Mr 
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Robert  Wilky,  within  the  baillierie  of  Cunynghame  ;    Johnne  Portarfeild, 
Mr  Johnne  Inglis,  and  Mr  Petir  Primrois,  within  the  baillierie  of  Kyle  ; 
Johnne  M^corne,  and  Williame  Young,  within  the  fchirefdome  of  Carrik  ; 
Mr  Niniane  M'^clennoquhen,  and  Johnne  Young,  within  the  fchirefdome 
of  Wigtoun  ;    Mr  James  Hammiltoun,   and  Mr  Dauid  Blyth,   within  the 
flewartrie  of  Kirkcudbricht ;    Mr  Hew  Foullartoun,   and  Mr  Williame 
Thomefoun,   within  the  fchirefdome  of  Drumfreis  ;    Mr  James  Bryfoun, 
and  Johnne  Foullartoun,  within  the  Sanquhair  or  ovir  pairt  of  Nythiidaill  ; 
Alexander  Gardner,  within  Annanderdale  ;    Mr  Neill  Campbell,   Bifliop 
of  Ergile,  within  the  fchirefdome  of  Ergyle  ;  all  and  lindrie  Errlis,  Lordis, 
Baronis,  freehaldaris,  gentilraen,    inhabitantis   of  Burrowis,   and   vtheris 
his  Hienes  legis  quhatfomeuir,  off  quhat  rank  and  degree  that  euir  thay  be 
of,   to  call  and  convene  befoir  the  faidis  Minifteris,  be  thair  mifliue  letters 
or  meflingeris,  at  quhatfumeuir  placeis  and  dayis  thay  fall  think  expedient ; 
and  thair  require  thame  to  giif  the  confeilioun  of  thair  faith,  togidder  with 
thair  fubfcriptionis  thairto,   and   to  the  generall  Band  maid  and  fublcriuit 
alreddy  be  his  Hienes  and  certane   of  his  Efteatis,    twicheing  the  manten- 
ance  and  defens  of  the  faid  trew  religioun,  his  Maielteis  perfone  and  ellate, 
and  withftanding  of  all  forryne  preparationis  and  forceis  tending  to  the 
trouble  thairof :     And  in  cais  ony  perfonis  fwa  requirit  dilTobey,   that  the 
Minifteris  of  Godis  worde  proceid  to  admonitionis  ;    and  finding  thame 
obftinat,  cans  the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk  be  vfed  aganis  thame,  as  enemeyis 
to  God,  his  Maieftie,  and  the  commoun  wele  of  this  thair  natiue  cuntrey  : 
And  that  the  faidis  Minifteris  crave   the  concurrence  of  the  Noblemen, 
Baronis,   and  Gentilmen,   within  the  boundis  particularlie  aboue  writtin, 
for  the  better  executioun  of  the  premilTes  :     And  that  letteris  be  dire6l  to 
niak  publicatioun  heirof,  be  oppin  proclamatioun,   at  the  mercat  croceis  of 
the  held  burrowis  of  this  realme,   and  vtheris  placeis  neidfull,  quhairthrow 
nane  pretend  ignorance  of  the  fame  :     As  alfwa  to  command  and  charge 
the  Noblemen,  Barronis,  Minifteris,  and  vtheris  foirfaidis,  to  accept  vpoun 
thame  the  commiffioun  gevin  to  euery  ane  of  thame  in  maner  particularlie 
aboue  nientionat ;    and  to  reporte  thair  diligence  tuicheing  the  executioun 
thairof  to  the  Clerk  of  his  Hienes  Secreit  Counfale,  betuix  and  the  twentie 
day  of  May  nixt  to  cum,  vndir  the  pane  of  rebellioun  and  putting  of  thame 
to  the  home  ;    with  certificatioun  to  thame  and  thay  failzie,  thay  falbe  de- 
nunceit  rebellis  and  putt  to  the  borne  ;  and  all  thair  mouable  guidis  eflieit 
and  inbrocht  to  his  Maiefties  vfe  for  thair  contemptioun  :     And  ficlike,  to 
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command  and  charge  all  and  iindrie  his  Hienes  legis,  to  reddilie  anlUer, 
intend  and  obey,  concur,  fortifie  and  alfift  the  faidis  Commiffionaris  in  the 
executioun  of  the  premiffes  ;  and  to  do  nor  attempt  na  thing  to  thair  hin- 
derance  ;  as  thay  and  ilk  ane  of  thame  will  aniuer  to  his  Hienes  vpoun 
thair  obedience  and  allegeance,  and  vndir  all  hieft  pane,  cryme  and  offens 
that  they  may  comraitt  and  inrin  aganishis  Maieftie  in  that  behalff.  R.  S.  C] 


[The  copy  of  the  Band  touching  the  mantainance  of  the  true  religion, 
the  Kings  Majefties  perfon,  and  eftate  ieveraly,  to  be  fubfcribed  be 
all  Noblemen,  Barrons,  Gentlemen,  and  others,  according  to  the 
tenour  of  the  acl  of  the  Secret  Counfell,  and  Commifllons  their 
contained. 

We  underfubfcriving,  conlidering  the  ftrait  linke  of  conjundtion  betuixt  the 
tr  ue  and  Chriftian  religion  prelentlyprofeffed  within  this  our  realme,andSove- 
raing  Lords  eilate  and  ftanding,  haveing  both  the  felf  fame  friends  and  com- 
mon  enemies,  and  fubjedl  to  like  event  of  flanding  and  decay,  and  weighing 
therewith  all  the  imminent  dangers  threatned  to  the  faid  religion,  as  well  by 
forraigne  preparations  for  profecution  of  that  detellable  confpiracie  againft 
Chrill  and  his  Evangell,  called  the  holy  league,  as  by  outward  and  inteftine 
practifes  of  the  favourers  and  fuppofts  thereof  amongfl  ourfelves,  who  now 
animated  be  the  reporte  of  forraigne  pouers  repairing  to  this  realnie, 
beginne  more  plainly  to  utter  and  profefs  their  long  conceved  evill  mean- 
ing to  the  truth,  and  confequently  to  the  ftanding  of  his  Majeftie,  our  So- 
veraigne  Lord,  whom  they  have  found  and  tryed  to  be  a  conftant  inflexible 
profeffour  of  the  fame,  the  prefervatione  wlierof  being  dearer  to  us  nor 
whatfoever  we  have  deareft  in  this  life  ;  and  finding  in  his  Majeftie  a  nioft 
chriftian  and  honorable  refolutione  to  manifeft  himfelfe  unto  the  world  that 
zealous  and  religious  Prince  quhich  he  hath  hitherto  profeffed,  and  to  em- 
ploy the  means  and  pouer  that  God  hath  putt  into  his  hands,  as  well  to  the 
withftanding  of  whatfoever  forraigne  forces  fhall  mean  within  this  ifland, 
for  alteration  of  the  faid  religion,  or  endangering  of  the  prefent  eftate,  as 
to  the  reprefling  of  inward  enemies  therto  among  ourfelves,  linked  with 
them  in  the  laid  antichriftian  league  and  confederacie ;  Have  therefore,  in 
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prefence  of  the  Almighty  God,  and  with  his  Majeftie  authorizing  an  allou- 
ance,  faithfullie  promifed,  and  folemnly  fworne,  likeas  hereby  we  faithfully 
and  folemnly  fwear  and  promife,  to  take  a  true,  efFald  and  plain  parte  with 
his  Majeftie  amongft  ourfelves,  for  diverting  of  the  prefent  danger  threat- 
ned  to  the  faid  religion,  and  his  Majefties  eftate  and  ftanding  depending 
thereupon,  be  whatfomever  forces,  or  intefting  plotts,  or  preparations  ;  and 
to  that  effedl  faithfullie,  and  that  upon  our  truthes  and  honours,  bind  and 
oblidge  us  to  others,  to  conveen  and  alFemble  ourfelves  publickly  with  our 
friends,  in  armes,  or  in  quiet  maner,  at  fuch  times  and  places,  as  we  fliall 
be  required  by  his  Majefties  proclamatiouns,  or  be  writte  or  meffenger  di- 
rected to  us  from  his  Majefty,  or  any  having  pouer  from  him  ;  and 
being  conveened  and  alFembled,  to  joyne  with  the  whole  forces  of 
our  friends  and  favourers  againft  whatfoever  forraigne  or  inteftine  pouer, 
or  papifts  and  their  partakers,  Ihall  arrive,  or  arife  within  this  ifland  or  any 
parte  thereof,  ready  to  defend  or  perfue  as  we  lliall  be  authorized  and  con- 
du6led  be  his  Majeftie,  or  any  other  having  bis  pouer  and  commilDon,  to 
joyne  and  hold  hand  to  the  execution  of  whatfomever  mean  or  order  ftiall  be 
thought  meet  be  his  Majefty  and  his  Counfell,  for  the  fupprelfing  of  Papifts, 
promotion  of  the  true  religion,  and  fettling  of  his  Highnes  eftate,  and  obe- 
dience in  all  the  countries  and  corners  of  this  realrae,  to  expone  and  hazard 
our  lives,  lands,  and  goods,  and  whatfoever  mean  God  hath  lent  us,  in  the 
defence  of  the  faid  true  and  chriftian  religion,  and  his  Majefties  perfon  and 
eftate,  againft  whatfomever  Jefuits,  and  Seminary  or  Mefle  Priefts,  con- 
demned enemies  to  God  and  his  Majeftie,  to  their  utter  wracke  and  exter- 
mination, according  to  the  pouer  granted  unto  us  by  his  Highnefs  procla- 
mations, and  a6ls  of  Parliament ;  to  try,  fearch,  and  feek  out  all  excom- 
municats,  practifers,  and  others  papifts  whatfomever,  within  our  bounds 
and  fliires  where  we  keep  refidence,  delate  them  to  his  Highnefs  and  his 
Privie  Counfell,  and  conforme  us  to  fuch  diredlions,  as,  from  time  to  time, 
we  fliall  receve  from  his  Majefty  and  his  Counfell  in  their  behalfes  ;  and 
fpecially  fo  many  of  us  as  prefently  are,  or  hereafter  ftiall  be  appointed 
Commiflioners  in  every  fliire,  fliall  follow,  perfue,  and  travel!,  by  all  means 
poflible,  to  take  and  apprehend  all  fuch  papifts,  apoftats,  and  excommunicats, 
as  we  fliall  receve  in  write  from  his  Majefty  ;  and  we  the  remnent  within 
that  fliire,  fliall  aftift  and  concurre  with  the  faid  Commiflioners,  with  our 
whole  friends  and  forces  to  that  efi'edl,  without  refpedl  of  any  perfon  what- 
foever ;    and  generally  to  aflift,   in  the  mean  time,  and  defend  every  one 
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of  us  another,  in  all  and  in  whatfoever  querrels,  adlions,  debaites,  moved 
or  to  be  moved  againft  us  or  any  of  us  upon  adlion  of  the  prefent  Band, 
and  other  caufes  depending'  thereupon  ;  and  joyne  in  defence  and  perliite 
againft  whatfoever  Ihall  offer  or  intend  any  injuria  or  revenge  againft  any 
one  of  them  for  the  premifles,  and  making  his  caule  and  part  that  is  pur- 
liied,  all  our  partes,  notwithftanding  whatfoever  privie  grudge  or  difplea- 
fure  Handing  betuixt  any  of  us,  which  fliall  be  no  impediment  or  hinder 
to  our  faid  effauld  joyning  in  the  faid  common  caufe,  but  to  lye  over 
and  be  mifknoune  till  they  be  orderly  removed  and  taken  away  be  the 
order  under  fpecifyed  ;  to  which  time  we,  for  the  better  furtherance  of  the 
faid  caufe  and  fervice,  have  affured,  and  by  the  tenour  hereof,  every  one  of 
us  taking  the  burthen  on  us  for  ourfelves  and  all  that  we  may  lett,  affure 
each  other  to  be  unhurt,  iinharmed  or  in  any  wife  to  be  invaded  be  us  or 
any  of  our  forfaids,  for  old  feed  or  neu,  otherwife  nor  be  the  ordenarie 
courle  of  law  and  juftice  ;  naither  fhall  we  nor  any  of  our  forfaids  make 
any  provocation  of  tumult,  trouble  or  difplealiire  to  others  in  any  fort,  as 
we  fliall  anfwer  to  God,  and  upon  our  honours  and  fidelity  to  his  Majefty ; 
and  for  our  further  and  more  hearty  union  in  this  fervice,  we  are  content, 
and  confent,  that  all  and  whatfoever  feeds  and  variances  fallin,  or  that  may 
fall  out  betuixt  us,  be,  within  four  dayes  after  the  date  hereof,  amicabilie  re- 
ferred and  I'ubmitted  to  feven  or  five  indifferent  friends  chofen  be  his  Ma- 
jefty of  our  whole  number,  and  by  their  moderation  and  arbitrament  com- 
poned  and  taken  away  ;  and  finaly,  that  we  fliall  neither  dire6lly  nor  indi- 
reftly  feparat  nor  withdrau  us  from  the  union  and  felloufliip  of  the  rem- 
nant be  whatfoever  fuggeftion  or  privit  advice,  or  be  whatfoever  incident 
regard  or  ftay  fuch  refolution  as  by  common  deliberation  fliall  be  taken  in 
the  premiffes,  as  we  fliall  anlvver  to  God  upon  our  confciences,  and  to  the 
world  upon  our  truth  and  honours,  and  under  the  pain  to  be  efteemed 
traitors  to  God  and  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  have  loft  all  honour,  credit,  and 
eilimation  in  time  coming  ;  in  wittiieffe  whereof  his  Majefty  in  token  of  his 
approbation  and  protection  promifed  to  us  in  the  premifles,  and  we  by  his 
authorizing  and  allouance  forefaid  have  lubfcribed  thir  prefents  with  our 
hands.  C] 
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A.  D.  M.D.XC. 


I'he  Generall  AlTeniblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  coiiveinit  at  Eden- 
burgh  vpon  the  fourth  day  of  Auguft  1590  ;  Quher  ther  vras 
affemblit  the  Conimiffioners  and  Brethren  vnderwrytin. 

The  Kings  Commissioners. 
My  Lord  Chanceliour.  My  Lord  Blantyre 

Argylk. 
Mr  Neil  Campbell. 

Zetland,  abfent. 
Orknay,  abfent. 
Cathnes,  abfent. 
SuDDERLAND,  ableut. 

Ross. 
Mr  James  Robertfone. 
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Murray. 


Mr  John  Innes. 

Mr  Alexander  Rawfone. 


Mr  James  Raith. 


Bamfe,  abfent. 

Aberdein. 
Mr  Peeter  Blackburne.  Mr  Gilbert  Gardein. 


Angus  and  Mernes. 


Mr  George  Glaidftanes. 
Mr  James  Dowglas. 
Mr  Patrick  Lindfay. 
Mr  James  Melvill. 
Mr  Andro  Leich. 
Mr  Robert  Ramfay. 
Johne  Durie. 
Mr  Johne  Rig. 


Johne  FuUertoun. 
William  Chryftefone. 
James  Anderfoun. 
Mr  James  Nicolfone. 
Mr  George  Hay. 
Mr  Johne  Hepburne. 
Mr  Thomas  Ray. 


DUNKELD. 


Mr  William  Edmelloun. 
Mr  William  Glaflfe. 


George  Graham. 


The  Erie  of  Marre. 
The  Laird  of  Airth. 
The  Laird  of  Kers. 
Touch. 


Stirling. 


GaroTinnoch. 


Minillers. 
Mrs  Hendrie  Livingftoun. 
William  Couper. 
Richard  Wicht. 
James  Smith. 
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Du.MBLANE. 


My  Lord  Drumound. 

The  Laird  of  Keir. 

The  Laird  of  Glennefries. 


Minifters. 
Mrs  William  Stirling-. 
Andro  goung. 
Johne  Davidfone. 
Alexander  Chilholme. 


Perth. 


Mrs  Archibald  Moncreiff. 
William  Rynd. 


Hendrie  Guthrie. 


Fyffe, 


Mrs  Andro  Melvill, 
James  Mertin. 
Patrick  Melvill. 
William  Cranftoun. 
William  Marche. 
Andro  Duncan. 
Thomas  Buchannan. 
James  Melvill. 
Nicoll  Dalgleifche. 
David  Fergufone. 
Johne  Fairfull. 
James  Stewart. 
Edmond  Myles, 

The  Earle  of  Mortoun. 
Mv  Lord  Lindlav. 


Lairds. 
Balwirie. 
Colluthie. 
Pitmillie, 
Cambo. 
Balfour. 
Lumdie,  Elder. 
Raith,  Elder  [and]  Jonger. 
Kynneir. 
Abbotfhall. 
Halhill, 

Weymis,  gonger. 
Cleifh. 

The  Abbot  of  Culros. 
The  Maifter  of  Sincklair. 
The  Goodman  of  Stravithie. 
Kinnadie. 

James  Elphingftoun. 
Johne  Logane. 
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Lauthian. 


Lairdes. 
Merchefton. 
Collingtoun. 
Corftorphine. 
Braid. 
Dalmahoy. 

The  Goodman  of  Carbarrie. 
James  Richefoun  of  Smeitoun. 
Thomas  Hamiltoun  of  Preiftfeild. 
James  Hamiltoun  of  Rochbank. 


Minifters. 
Mrs  Robert  Bruce. 
James  Balfour. 
David  Lindiay, 
Robert  Pont. 
Johne  Davidfone. 
Johne  Craig. 
Johne  Brand. 
Johne  Hall. 
Patrick  Simfon. 


Mrs  James  Carmichell. 
Thomas  M'^gie. 
Thomas  Graig. 


Haddingtoun. 


The  Lairds  of  Clerkingtoun. 
Elphingftoun. 
Cafhekejohne. 


Mr  Robert  Cornewall. 
Mr  John  Spotifwood. 


Linlithgow. 


George  Dundas  of  that  Ilk. 
NicoU  Cornewall  of  Ballinhard. 


William  Sanderfoun. 
Mr  James  goung. 


Dunbar. 


James  Dowglas,  appeirand  of 

Spot. 
Archibald  Dowglas. 


Dalkeith. 


My  Lord  of  Newbattle. 
The  Laird  of  Ormeftoun. 
Robert  Porteous. 
Adame  Johnltoun. 


Mrs  Johne  Bennett. 
James  Bennett. 
Johne  Herreis. 
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Mers,  Teviotdaill,  Tweddaill. 

Mr  Thomas  Storie.  Johne  Smith. 

Mr  Johne  Hoome.  Alexander  Lawder. 

Robert  Hiflop.  Mr  Adam  Dowglas. 

Mr  Patrick  Gaitis.  Mr  Williame  Achmowtie. 

Duncane  Walker. 

Cliddisdaill,  Ranfrow,  Lennox. 

Andro  Hay.  Mrs  Robert  Lindfay. 
Thomas  Jack.  Johne  Loverance. 

Mrs  David  Weymis.  Walter  Stewart. 

Johne  Hamiltoun.  Archibald  Spittell. 

Robert  Darroch. 

Kyle,  Carreck,  Cunighame. 

Mrs  John  Porterfeild.  Mrs  John  Inglis. 

Johne  M'^korne.  Johne  Cunighame. 

Peeter  Prymrofe.  Alexander  Writtoun. 

Galloway. 

Alexander  Stewart  of  Garlics.  Mr  James  Hamiltoun. 

James  Lidderdaile  of  the  He.  Mr  David  Blyth. 

Sir  John  Gordoun  of  Lochinvar.  Mr  Niniane  M'klennochane. 

Johne  Neilfoun  of  Craigcaffie.  Mr  James  Adamfone. 

Nethisdaill. 

Mr  James  Bryfoun.         -  The  Laird  of  Drumlangrig. 

Mr  Hew  Fullertoun.  The  Laird  of  Cloiburne. 

Robert  Lord  Sanchar.  James  Creichtoun  of  Carkeith 
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TOWNKS, 

Striveling. 
Arthur  Bruce.  David  Fofter. 

Leith. 
William  Menteith.  John  Kyle. 

WiGTOUN. 

Sir  Alexander  Stewart.  Mr  James  Adamfone. 

Johne  Hannay. 

Edenburgh. 
William  Litle.  Edward  Galbrath. 


A6la  Edinburgi  4  Augiifti  1590. 
Seifio  1»- 

Exhortatioun  made  be  Mr  James  Melvill,  Moderatour  of  the  laft  Al- 
lemblie,  the  Kirk  proceidit  to  the  ele6lioun  of  a  new  Moderatour  ;  and 
appointing  on  the  leits,  ]\frs  Peeter  Blackburne,  Patrick  Galloway,  Johne 
Davidfone,  David  Fergufone,  Nicoll  Dalgleifch,  the  faid  Mr  Patrick  was 
chofin  be  pluralitie  of  votis  hac  vice. 

Who  defyrit  certaine  of  the  grave  and  learned  brethren  to  be  givin 
Affeffours  to  him,  be  whofe  advyce  he  may  propone  fuch  things  as  were 
meiteft  to  be  treatit  at  this  time,  viz.  Mrs  Robert  Bruce,  Andro  Melvill, 
Robert  Pont,  David  Lindfay,  David  Fergufone,  Peeter  Blackburne,  Neill 
Campbell,    William  Rynd,   Johne  Duncanfone,   James  Melvill,   elder  and 
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jounger,  James  Carmichaell,  Johne  Davidfone,  Nicoll  Dalgleifli,  James 
Hamiltoun,  Andro  Hay,  Robert  Pollock,  Peeter  Prymrofe,  Johne  Innes, 
James  Nicolfone,  William  Glafs,  quho  were  appointit  to  conveine  with  him 
at  ten  hours  the  morne,  and  two  afternoone  in  the  Gallerie,  and  on  vther 
dayes,  quhen  ther  is  no  fermoun,  at  aucht  houres,  and  two  afternoone. 


Adla.     Seffio  S"-    Eodem  die. 

CommiflGoners  of  all  countreyes  were  inquyrit  quhat  they  had  done  con- 
cerning the  executioun  of  the  laft  adl  made  againft  Papifts,  Jefuites,  Semi- 
narie  Preifts,  excommunicats,  and  thair  intertainers,  mercatts  and  vthers 
profanatiouns  of  the  Sabboth  day,  non  relidents,  and  the  reft  of  the  heids 
committit  to  the  Prelbytries  and  Commiffioners. 


Seffio  3^-     5  Augufti. 

Mr  Johne  Innes  was  accufit  for  admitting  Robert  Dumbar  to  the  Mi- 
niftrie  without  the  advyce  of  the  Prefbytrie  of  Forres  ;  quho  anfuerit,  Ther 
was  no  Prelbytrie  ther  the  tyme  of  his  tryall,  but  it  was  ere6ted 
befor  his  admiffioun,  and  he  did  it  be  the  advyce  of  the  Prefbytrie  of  El- 
gine,  quherin  he  confefles  he  did  rafchlie.  The  Kirk  ordaines  the  laid 
Robert  to  be  tryit  de  novo,  and  to  be  heard  be  the  brether  of  Edenburgh, 
[and]  the  Prelbytrie  therof,  fo  many  as  falbe  prefent,  with  fo  many  as  are 
heir  of  the  Prelbytrie  of  Forres  ;  and  therafter,  as  the  brethren  beis  latif- 
fied,  and  the  AITemblie  informit,  farther  to  be  proceidit  agains  the  laid 
Mr  Johne. 


Seffio  i'^-     Eodem  die. 

It  being  bruitit  that  the  Erie  of  Montrois  intertainit  Fintray,  excom- 
municat,  The  Affemblie  ordainit  the  Prelbytrie  quber  it  lould  happin  him 
to  remaine,  to  charge  him  befor  them,  to  try  the  bruit,  and  to  admonifch, 
conforme  to  the  a6l  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  in  cace  of  diffobedience,  to  proceid 
according  to  the  mynd  therof. 
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Seffio  5»- 

My  Lord  Angus  his  excoramunicatioun  reduceit  be  reafoun  of  informali- 
tie  ;  and  becaufe  ther  is  fufficient  caufe  of  I'uch  cenfure  aganis  my  Lord  in 
the  laid  lenience,  if  the  procelTe  had  bein  forniallie  led,  therfor  the  Kirk 
hes  inftantlie  defyrit  his  LordQiip  to  remove  the  caufe  ;  and  to  that  effeft 
moll  diligentiie  care  that  the  Sabboth  be  not  violatit  be  faires  or  mercatts 
within  his  awin  bounds  ;  that  no  labouring  nor  carriage  be  vlit  within  the 
faniein,  and  that  his  vaffalls  compells  not  his  tennents  to  vie  carriage  on 
the  Sabboth  ;  and  lykewayes  to  travell  with  them,  that  they  give  fome  day 
of  the  weik  to  thair  tennents,  as  to  fheare  and  lead  thair  cornes,  that  they 
be  not  abftradlit  from  the  kirk  on  the  Sabboth  :  Whofe  anfuer  was.  That 
with  all  the  diligence  he  could,  he  fould  travell  to  that  eflFedl  ;  and,  at  the 
ryling  of  the  Lords,  fould  ryde  home  himfelfe  to  Dowglas,  and  hold  a 
court,  and  make  laws  and  penalties  for  reltraining  of  violatioun  of  the 
Sabboth. 

My  Lord  Somerwaill  being  prefent,  alledgit  the  priveledge  of  his  infeft- 
ment  for  balding  the  mercatt  of  Carnwath  on  the  Sabboth  ;  notwithftand- 
ing  he  condiibendit  that  no  mercat  nor  faire  fould  be  keiped  ther  on  the 
Sabboth  :  and  in  cace  of  his  failgie,  the  Prefbytrie  ther  was  commandit  to 
proceid  againft  him  according  to  the  a6l  of  the  Kirk. 

Anent  the  lament  made  be  the  brether  of  the  manifold  kynds  of  viola- 
tioun and  profanatioun  of  the  Lords  day,  as  ganging  of  niylncs,  fait  pannes, 
ihearing  and  leading  of  cornes,  carieing  of  vi6luall  and  furnifliing  to  and 
from  burowllounes  :  The  Aflemblie,  as  of  befor,  declares  the  fame  to  be 
vnlaufuU,  aganis  the  Law  of  God  and  a6ts  of  Parliament,  and  ordaines 
the  violatours  therof  to  be  piuiilhed  according  to  the  ordinance  made  of 
befor  ;  difcharging  [the]  burrowilounes  for  receiving  of  the  loads  and 
cariages  brocht  vnto  them  on  the  Sabboth  day.  Ordaines  the  Pref- 
bytries  to  travell  with  the  gentlemen  within  thair  bounds,  to  grant  fome 
weik  day  vnto  thair  tennents  to  that  effe6l,  [to  lead  and  fliear  their  oun 
corns.] 

And  farther,  for  better  obfervatioun  of  the  Sabboth,  ordaines  the  haill 
pallours  that  are  prefent  to  give  in  a  roll  of  the  names  of  the  perfons  quhilk 
may  bell  Hop  the  [holding  of]  mercatts  within  thair  bounds,   [upon  the 

5e 
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Lords  day  ;]  to  the  efFe6l  his  Majeflie  may  be  requeiftit  to  interpone  his 
authoritie,  to  command  the  famein  to  them,  or  vtherwayes  to  call  them  in 
cace  of  refufeall. 


Seflio  6^-     Eodem  die. 

Mr  Thomas  Dowglas  was  accufit  for  mariage  of  my  Lord  Errol  and  his 
fpous  without  his  awin  parochin,  being  ane  of  his  parochiners. 

Sir  James  Williamfone,  Johne  Logane,  fometyme  Monk  of  Newabbay, 
excommunicat  for  profaning  of  the  facraments. 


Seffio  7^' 
Simfone  tranfportit  from  Cramond  to  Stirling. 

Seffio  8"- 

Ane  fupplicatioun  was  prefentit  be  the  parochiners  of  Endercharitie, 
craveand  a  Paftour  quho  will  not,  in  thair  prejudice,  tranfadl  with  the  pa- 
tron of  thair  kirk,  my  Lord  of  Craufurd,  and  fell  thair  teinds  ovir  thair 
heids  ;  and  that  no  perfon  be  admittit  to  the  faid  benefice  hot  fuch  as  lall 
interdyte  themielfe  either  to  the  Provinciall  Affemblie  of  Angus  and 
Mernes,  or  then  to  the  Prelbytrie  quhilk  fall  happin  to  try  him  :  and  they 
defyre  ane  commiffioun  to  be  givin  to  the  Prelbytrie  of  Dundie  to  that 
effefiV,  in  refpeiSl  non  patet  tutus  acceffus  to  the  Prelbytrie  of  Brechin,  and 
[the  paroche]  is  neirer  to  Dundie. 

The  Affemblie,  after  advyfement  heirof,  ordaines  the  brethren  of  the 
Prelbytrie  of  Brechin,  or  fuch  as  they  fall  diredl  of  thair  number,  inllru6tit 
with  thair  commiffioun,  together  with  the  Prelbytrie  of  Dundie,  to  con- 
curre  together  within  the  Towne  of  Dundie  to  the  tryall  of  the  perfon 
quhilk  fall  happin  to  be  prefentit  be  the  faid  Lord  ;  and  befor  they  give 
him  any  admiffioun,  that  he  be  fworne  and  interdytit  that  he  lall  on  na 
wayes  fett  taks  or  make  rights  of  the  faids  complainers  teinds  to  no  maner 
of  perfon,  without  the  fpeciall  confent  of  the  Generall  AlTemblie  had  ther- 
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to,  according  to  the  a6ls  of  the  fame  ;  and  lykewayes  give  his  fpeciall  con- 
fent  that  the  faid  interdi6lioun  falbe  publifchit,  vtherwayes  not  to  admitt 
him  in  any  wife. 

In  prefence  of  the  Kings  Majeftie,  the  Moderatour  proponit  to  his 
Grace  three  fpeciall  articles,  quhilk  the  Kirk  hes  prefentlie  to  crave  at  his 
[Hienes]  hand,  viz.  the  ratificatioun  of  the  liberties  of  the  Kirk  ;  the  purg- 
ing of  the  land  of  Jefuits,  Papills,  Seminarie  Priefts,  abufers  of  the  Sacra- 
ments ;  and  laft,  provifioun  of  every  kirk  of  a  lufficient  Paftour,  and  a  fuf- 
ficient  living  :  To  the  quhilks  his  Majeflie  anfuered,  That  in  all  Parlia- 
ments, firft,  the  liberties  of  the  Kirk  are  ratified.  His  will  they  know 
concerning  Papifts  and  Jefuites,  and  how  earnefl  he  is  to  purge  the  land 
of  all  fuch.  As  to  the  provilioun  [of  Kirks,]  he  hes  but  his  part :  many 
moe  hes  entres  therin  ;  defyring  that  they  would  caufe  Mrs  Robert  Bruce, 
David  Lindfay,  Robert  Pont,  and  the  Moderatours  felfe,  to  awaite  vpon 
the  Counfell  for  anfuering  therof,  and  conferring  with  the  Counfell  ther- 
anent  ;    quhom  the  Affemblie  nominat  to  that  efFe6l. 

[The  King  willed  the  Minifters  to  purge  themfelves,  and  to  be  impar- 
tiall  in  their  oun  caufe.  It  was  his  duety,  faid  he,  as  well  to  fee  them 
reformed,  as  it  was  theirs  to  urge  him  and  the  Nobility  to  reforrae  them- 
felves. In  no  point  was  he  fo  earneft  in  as  in  this.  In  end,  his  Majefty 
praifeth  God  that  he  was  born  in  fuch  a  time,  as  in  the  time  of  the  light  of 
the  Gofpell,  to  fuch  a  place  as  to  be  King,  in  fuch  a  Kirk,  the  lincereft 
Kirk  in  the  world.  The  Kirk  of  Geneva,  faid  he,  keepeth  Pafche  and 
Yuile.  What  have  they  for  them.  They  have  no  inftitution.  As  for  our 
neighbour  Kirk  in  England,  it  is  ane  evill  laid  meffe  in  Englifh,  wanting 
nothing  but  the  liftings.  I  charge  you  my  good  people,  Minifters,  Do6lors, 
Elders,  Nobles,  Gentlemen,  and  Barrons,  to  ftand  to  your  purity,  and  to 
exhort  the  people  to  do  the  lame  ;  and  I  forfooth,  i'o  long  as  I  brooke  my 
life  and  croun,  Ihall  maintain  the  fame  againft  all  deadly  &c. 

The  Aflembly  fo  rejoyced,  that  there  was  nothing  but  loud  prailing  of 
God,   and  praying  for  the  King,   for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  C] 


772  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1590. 


Humble  petitions  of  the  Generall  Affemblie  cravit  at  his  Majefty  and 
honourable  Counfell. 

Firft,  In  refpe6l  that  many  things  hes  bein  promifed  befor,  and  no  exe- 
cutioun  following  thervpon,  that  now  performance  may  be  therof,  and  thu 
fpecial  declaration  of  the  meane  and  performance  therof. 

Item,  A  ratificatioun  is  craveit  of  all  lawis  that  hes  bein  made  for  the 
Weill  of  the  true  Kirk,  togither  with  ane  new  a6l  of  Parliament  fpecially 
eftablifliing  the  Kirks  jurifdi(Slioun,  thair  Generall  and  Synodall  AflTem- 
blies,  Preibytries,  and  Difcipline  ;  and  all  adls  made  contrair  to  the  liber- 
tie  and  jurifdi6lioun  of  the  laid  Kirk,  preceiding  the  dait  heirof,  may  be 
abolifliit  :  and  quhill  ane  Parliament  may  be  had,  the  laid  ai^ls  to  be  con- 
cludit  in  Counfell  andConventioun  of  Eftates,  if  any  fall  happin  in  the  meane 
tyme  to  be  haldin. 

The  purging  of  the  Kirk  and  countrey  of  all  Jefuits,  and  Papills,  Semi- 
narie  Priefts,  and  excom  muni  cats. 

Ane  law  for  reprelfing  of  the  abufers  of  the  holy  Sacraments. 

Ane  law  and  meane  quherby  Miniilers  maybe  polTeft  in  thair  gleibs  and 
manfes,  and  peaceablie  enioy  them,  and  the  contraveiners  may  be  repreft 
and  punillied. 

Ane  ordour  for  thame  that  were  at  the  Brig  of  Die. 

Ane  law  and  ordinance  for  breaking  of  the  Sabboth. 

Ane  law  and  ordinance  agains  them  that  troubles  or  hurts  Miniilers 
gangand  to  thair  kirks  and  executing  thair  offices. 

Ane  flrait  law  for  reprefling  of  the  great  bloodflied  and  murther  in  the 
countrey  and  all  the  quarters  therof,  that  the  land  may  be  purgit  of  the 
faniein. 

That  all  kirks  within  the  countrey  be  fufficientlie  plantit  with  Miniilers, 
Teachers,  and  vther  necelTar  Office  Bearers,  and  fufficient  Ilipends  ap- 
pointit  to  them  for  ferving  of  thair  cures,  out  of  the  bell  and  readieft  of 
the  teynds  and  vther  rents  mortified  to  the  vfe  of  the  Kirk ;  and  the  haill 
reft  to  be  imployit  vpon  Colledges,  vpbringing  of  the  gouth,  fuftentatioun  of 
the  poore,  the  fabrick  of  the  Kirk,  and  vther  commoun  affaires  therof. 
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Seffio  g^*-  8  Augufti. 

My  Lord  Angus  gave  in  ane  fupplicatioun,  defyreand  command  to  be 
givin  to  the  Prelbytrie  of  Lanerick  vpon  his  prefentatioun  to  the  Perfonage 
of  Carmichell,  quherof  he  is  patrone,  to  give  admiffioun.  The  Kirk  or- 
daines  the  Prefbytries  of  Glafgow  and  Lanerick  to  concurre  together  for 
decyding  and  taking  ordour  finally  therin. 


Seffio  10»-   Eodeni  die. 

Forfameikle  as  it  is  certaine  that  the  Word  of  God  cannot  be  keipit  in 
the  awin  fmceritie  without  the  holy  difcipline  be  had  in  obfervatioun  :  It 
is  therfor,  be  commoun  confent  of  the  haill  brether  and  Commiliioners  pre- 
ient,  concludit,  That  quhofoever  hes  borne  office  in  the  Miniflrie  of  the 
Kirk  within  this  realme,  or  that  prefentlie  beares  or  heirafter  fall  beare 
[office  therin,]  falbe  chargit  be  every  particular  Preibytrie  quher  thair  re- 
iidence  is,  to  fubfcrive  the  heids  of  Difcipline  of  the  Kirk  of  this  realme,  at 
lenth  fett  downe  and  allowit  be  the  aft  of  the  haill  Affemblie  in  the 
Booke  of  Policie,  quhilk  is  regiftrat  in  the  Regifter  of  the  Kirk  ;  and 
namely  the  contraverted  heids  be  the  enemies  of  the  Difcipline  of  the  re- 
formed Kirk  of  this  realme  ;  betuixt  and  the  nixt  Synodall  AiFembly  of  the 
Provinces,  vnder  the  paine  of  excommunicatioun  to  be  execute  aganis  the 
non  fubfcryvers ;  and  the  Prefbytries  quhilk  falbe  fund  remifs  or  negligent 
heirin,  to  receive  publick  rebuik  of  the  haill  Affemblie  :  and  to  the  effeft 
the  faid  difcipline  may  be  knowin,  as  it  aught  to  be,  be  the  haill  brether,  it 
is  ordainit.  That  the  Moderatour  of  ilk  Prefbyterie  fall  receive  from  the 
Clark  of  the  Affemblie  a  copie  of  the  faid  Booke,  vnder  his  fubfcriptioun, 
vpon  the  expenffis  of  the  Prelbyterie,  betuixt  and  the  firft  day  of  Septem- 
ber nixt  to  come,  vnder  the  paine  to  be  oppinlie  acculit  in  the  face  of  the 
haill  Affemblie. 

It  is  thoght  meitt  and  concludit  be  the  Afl'emblie,  Quher  the  Prefbitries 
are  weill  conrtitute,  that  the  ordour  of  Commiffioners  of  Countreyes  lall 
ceafe  ;  and  ane  aft  to  be  advifit  heirvpon  aganis  the  nixt  meitting  vpon 
Monday  ;  quheras  every  Preibytrie    fall  have  ready  the  names  of  fuch  as 
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they  think  meitt  for  thair  Prelbytries,  to  expede  the   plat  for  thair  kirks, 
admitt  perfons  prefentit  to  benefices,  and  deiigne  manfes. 

Anent  the  prejudice  done  to  the  Kirk  be  beneficed  men,  quhilk  flands 
in  two  forts,  viz.  thefe  within  the  Minifl;rie,  and  of  vthers  beirand  no  func- 
tioun  therin  :  The  Kirk  ordanes  the  a6ts  of  the  Airemblie  to  be  confidderit 
and  fichtit  againe  on  nionday  nixt,  that  it  may  be  fein  if  ther  be  any  aSl 
concludit  aganis  thefe  perfons  that  are  not  of  the  fun6tioun  of  the  Mi- 
ll iftrie. 


Seflio  11«-   10  Augufti. 

[The  excomniunicatioun  of  William  Earle  of  Angus,  for  the  informality 
therof,  was  reduced,  and]  Johne  Liverance,  for  his  rafch  excommunication 
of  the  Erie  of  Angus,  was  ordainit  to  confelFe  his  offence  to  God  and  to 
the  liiid  Nobleman,  in  prel'ence  of  the  congregatioun  on  a  Sabboth  day,  at 
the  kirk  quher  the  faid  fentence  was  pronouncit ;  and  the  fentence  reduce- 
ing  the  iaid  proceffe  to  be  publicklie  intimate  be  a  brother  in  audience  of 
the  congregatioun.  [Yet  becaufe  there  was  juft  caufe  of  oflFence  in  the 
laid  Lord,  the  AlTembly  defired  him  to  have  a  care  that  the  Sabbath  day 
be  not  violated  within  his  bounds,  be  faires  or  mercats,  labouring  or  cariage, 
and  that  his  valTells  compell  not  their  tennands  to  cary  loads  on  the  Lords 
day  ;  and  that  they  grant  to  their  tennands  fome  week  day  to  iliear  and 
lead  their  corns.  The  Earle  promifed,  at  the  rifing  of  SeiEon,  to  hold  a 
court  in  Douglaffe.  C] 


Sellio  IS''-   Eodem  die. 

Robert  Dumbar  his  admiffioun  to  the  Minifl^rie  without  the  advyce  of 
the  Prelbytrie  of  Forres,  was  found  null,  and  refcindit  be  the  haill  Affem- 
blie. 

Anent  the  examinatioun  befor  the  communioun  :  It  is  thoght  meitt  for 
the  commoun  profile  of  the  haill  peiple,  that  ane  vniforme  ordour  be  keipit 
in  examinatioun,  and  that  ane  fliort  Forme  of  Examinatioun  be  fett  downe 
be  their  breither,  Mrs  Johne  Craig,  Robert  Pont,  Thomas  Buchannan, 
Andro  Melvill,  to  he  prefentit  to  the  nixt  Aflemblie. 
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Forfameikle  as  it  beand  with  commoun  confent  of  the  haill  brether  of 
the  Affemblie,  refolvit,  That  quher  the  Frefbytries  are  weill  and  ordourlie 
[conftitute,]  the  gearlie  ele(!n;ioun  and  nominatioun  of  Commiilioners  over 
Countreyes,  hitherto  cuftomablie  obfervit  in  the  Affemblie,  is  not  neceffar 
nor  expedient,  the  famein  Frefbytries  having  eflablifchit  in  thair  avvin  ielves 
a  fufficient  power  to  fend  out  [of]  thair  awin  number  in(lru6lit  with  thair 
commiRioun  pro  re  nata,  to  take  ordour  with  fuch  things  as  falls  out  in 
thair  bounds  :  Therfor  it  is  thoght  meitt  and  univerlallie  concludit,  That 
the  faid  geirlie  eleclioun  of  Commiflioners  over  Countreyes  quher  Frelbj'- 
tries  are  weill  and  fufficiently  conftitute,  fall  ceafe  in  tymes  comeing,  and 
quherof  befor  the  faids  Commiffioners  buire  the  charge,  to  inroll  the  Mini- 
fters  and  their  ftipends  at  the  plat,  receive  prefentatiouns,  and  give  colla- 
tioun  thervpon,  deligne  manles  and  gleibs  ;  that  the  faids  weill  conftitute 
Frefbytries  fall  geirlie,  ilk  ane  of  them,  ay  and  quhill  the  necellitie  therof 
craves,  e\e6i  and  choofe  ane  out  of  thair  awin  number  ane  brother,  in  name 
of  the  haill  Frelbytrie,  for  inrolling  and  expeditioiin  of  thair  ftipend  at  the 
plat;  authorizit  and  inflru6tit  be  them,  with  commiffion  fubfcrivit  be  the 
Jvloderatour  and  Clark  of  the  Prefbytrie  to  be  fliawin  and  producit  to  the 
Modifiers;  and  the  famein  Comraiflioner  to  defigne  manfes  and  gleibs  within 
the  bounds  of  the  laid  Frefbytrie  ;  [and]  in  all  things  concerning  the  exe- 
cution of  his  commiffioun,  to  be  comptabill  and  fubie6l  to  the  cenfiire  and 
judgment  of  the  Frefbytrie,  quhom  fra  he  receivit  the  fame  ;  and  that 
all  prefentatiouns,  in  tyme  comeing,  be  direct  to  the  Frefbytries  quher  the 
benefice  lyis :  Alwayis  in  admillloun  or  deprivatioun  of  Minifters  in  Buch- 
ane,  Aberdein,  Garioch,  and  Marre,  that  Aberdein  and  Buchan  proceed 
with  nmtuall  advyfe  in  admiffioun  and  deprivatioun  of  Minillei's;  and 
likewayes  Mar  and  Garioch,  with  mutuall  advyce  of  \thers ;  in  cace  of 
variance  the  matter  to  be  committit  to  the  Affemblie. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  James  Herring,  defyring  the  Kirk 
to  call  in  Wiljiam  Blair,  and  to  travell  with  him  to  give  his  confent  to  the 
mariage  of  Agnes  Blair  his  daughter,  and  if  he  had  no  caufe  of  refufeall, 
to  give  command  to  the  Minifter  of  the  paroch  to  proclaim  their  bands  and 
compleit  the  mariage,  notwithftanding  quhatfumever  ordinance  made  be 
them  of  befoir  :  The  AfTemblie  having  heard  both  the  faids  parties.  Finds 
that  the  faid  James  hes  not  get  fatiffied  thair  ordinance,  and  therfor  or- 
daines  him  to  delyver  peaceablie  in  the  hands  of  the  Magiftrats  of  Ferth, 
the  faid  Agnes  to  be  delyverit  to  her  father,   vpon  cautioun  and  fecuritie 
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to  be  tane  be  the  Magiftrats  forfaids  for  her  fecuritie  ;  or  failgeing  of  the 
laid  fecuritie,  to  be  delyverit  be  the  faids  Magiftrates  to  her  goodfather, 
betuixt  and  the  firll  day  of  September  nixt  to  come,  vnder  the  paine  of  ex- 
communication, to  be  execute  againft  him  be  the  Prefbytrie  of  Dundie,  be 
the  advertifement  of  the  Preibytrie  of  Perth,  befor  quhom,  after  her  dely- 
verance,  the  faid  father  fall  propone  his  reafons  of  refufeall,  to  be  judgit  be 
them  :  and  in  the  meanetyme  dilcharges  all  Minifters  of  proclamatioun  of 
the  laids  bands,  or  corapleiting  of  the  faid  mariage,  quhill  the  faid  caufe  be 
tryit,  and  delyverance  made,  as  laid  is. 


Selfio  14^'     Eodem  die. 

Forfameikle  as  it  is  confidderit  that  the  patrimonie  of  the  Kirk  hes  bein 
wailit  with  fick  as  are  clad  with  benefices,  quhilk  is  the  occaiioun  of  lake 
of  provifioun  to  the  Miniftrie  :  Therfor  all  Prelbytries  are  commandit  to 
try  the  beneficit  men  within  thair  bounds,  and  to  examine  in  quhat  eftate 
and  conditioun  they  receivit  thair  benefice,  and  in  quhat  conditioun  they 
are  prefentlie  ;  and  els  quhat  they  were  that  fett  taks  and  titles  of  thair 
benefice,  or  of  any  part  therof,  but  confent  of  the  Generall  Aflemblie  ; 
and  to  report  to  thair  Synodall  Affemblies  quhat  they  have  found  ;  and  als 
the  faid  Synodalls  to  try  quher  any  thing  is  negle6lit  be  them,  and  to  re- 
port to  the  Generall  Alfemblie. 

Becaufe  great  flander  lyis  vpon  the  Kirk  throw  manifold  murtbers,  no- 
torious adulteries  and  incefis,  and  the  parties  being  [brought]  vnder  pro- 
ces,  oft  tymes  eludis  the  Kirk,  and  fchifts  from  place  to  place,  quhairthrow 
the  proces  cannot  weill  be  brocht  to  ane  finall  fentence  ;  during  all  the 
quhilk  tyme  the  flanders  continues  and  increafes :  Queritur,  Whither 
fuch  peribns  falling  into  fuch  odious  and  horrible  crymes  may  fummarlie, 
vpon  the  notoritie  of  the  cryme,  be  excommunicat  or  not.  It  is  anfuerit 
to  the  faid  queftioun  affirmative. 


Seffio  15^-     12  Augufti. 

According  to  the  diredlioun  of  the  Kirk  for  reftraining  of  the  mercatts, 
and  profanatioun   of  the   Sabboth  day,    within  Edinburgh,   be  ganging  of 
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thair  mills,  receiving  of  loades  within  thair  portes,  felling  of  floure  and 
fru6luages,  and  fuch  other  violation  of  the  faid  day  :  The  Bailgies  of  the 
faid  brugh  having  dire6lioun  from  the  Counfell,  declarit  that  the  niynd  of 
the  Counfell  is,  notwithftanding  of  quhatfumevir  difficulties,  to  doe  quhat 
may  ly  in  thair  power  for  removeing  therof,  that  all  the  reft  of  the  burghes 
fall  take  no  flander  by  them. 


Seffio  16^-     Eodera  die. 

Ordaines  the  brether  of  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edinburgh  to  pervfe  the  an- 
fuer  fett  out  be  Mr  Craig,  againft  a  pernicious  wryting  put  out  againft  the 
Confeffioun  of  Faith,  together  with  the  preface  made  be  Mr  Johne  David- 
lone  ;  and  if  they  find  meitt  the  famein  be  publifched,  that  they  may  be 
committit  to  print. 


Sellio  17^-     13  Augufti. 

Forfameikle  as  the  dangerous  infurreclioun  made  at  the  Brig  of  Die 
being  confidderit  to  have  notoriouflie  importit  fpeciall  prejudice  to  the  true 
religioun,  publicklie  profett  and  eftablifchit  be  the  mercie  of  God  within 
this  realme,  nottheles  the  fpeciall  authors  and  interpryfers  of  the  fame  re- 
maining vnder  the  faid  flander,  hes  never  meanit  to  purge  themfelves  ther- 
of, be  confellioun  of  thair  offence,  and  fatiffieing  of  the  Kirk  of  God  ther- 
for :  The  Generall  Affemblie  prefentlic  conveinit,  for  this  caufe,  has 
givin  thair  full  power  [and  commiflioun]  to  the  brether  of  the  Prefbytrie 
of  Edenburgh,  with  the  concurrence  of  ane  of  the  Kings  Majeflies  Minif- 
ters,  viz.  Mrs  Robert  Hepburne,  William  Sanderfoun,  James  Carmichaell, 
Thomas  M'gie,  George  Ramfay,  Adame  Johnftonn,  James  Law,  John 
Spottifwood,  to  fummound  befor  them  in  Edinburgh,  the  Erles,  Lords, 
Barrones,  Friehalders,  quhilk  were  at  the  [faid]  infurre6lioun,  and  Ipeciall 
traffiquers  and  counl'ellers  to  the  faid  Noblemen,  and  to  charge  them  to  ac- 
knowledge and  confelTe  thair  offence  aganis  the  true  Kirk  of  God  and  his 
religioun,  and  make  I'atiffadlioun  for  the  flander  committit  be  them  ther- 
throw,  vnder  the  paine  of  excommunicatioun,  and  that  betuixt  and  the  firft 
day  of  February  nixt  to  come  :     Referring  to  thair  difcretioun  the  parti- 
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cular  dyatts  and  ordonr  [of  proces]  to  be  keipit  therin  ;  provydeing  al- 
wayes  the  laid  commiffioun  be  execute  betuixt  and  the  laid  day  :  Re- 
quyreing  thair  brother,  Mr  Johne  Craig,  to  remember  this  matter  to  the 
faids  Commiirioners,  as  he  wold  efchew  the  blame  of  the  brether  in  cace  of 
negligence. 

Anent  the  provifioun  of  the  Generall  Vifitours  diredl  to  the  north  and 
louth  parts,  as  als  Commiflioners  to  be  nominal  be  thair  Prelbytries  :  The 
brether  nominat  to  the  plat  be  the  Kings  Majellie,  are  ordainit  to  travell 
with  the  Modifiers,  that  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Kirk  may  be  provydit, 
and  alTignatioiins  givin  for  that  effect. 
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A.  D.  M.D.XCI. 


The  Generall  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  conveinit  at  Edin- 
burg-h,  in  the  New  Kirk  therof,  the  2  day  of  Julij  in  the  year  of 
God  1591. 


Exhortatioun  being  made  be  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  laft  Moderatour, 
the  Kirk  proceidit  to  the  eledlioun  of  a  Moderatour  for  this  tyme  ;  and 
putting  on  leits  Mr  Nicoll  Dalgleifche,  Patrick  Sharp,  James  Balfour, 
Johne  Davidfone,  the  faid  Mr  Nicoll,  be  pluralitie  of  votis,  was  choljn 
Moderatour. 


Seffio  2^-  Eodem  die. 

Forfameikle  as  the  alteratioun  of  the  place  of  the  Aflemblie  may  move 
fome  brether  to  caft  a  doubt  of  the  authoritie  of  this  Aflemblie  :  The 
Kirk  hes  vottit  that  ther  was  ane  reafonable  and  weghtie  caufe  of  the  al- 
teratioun therof,  and  that  nothing  is  done  in  prejudice  of  thair  adl ;  the 
fpeciall  caufe  being  the  defyre  of  his  Majeftie,  quho,  for  fundrie  reafons, 
willit  the  Affemblie  to  be  keipit  heir  at  this  tyme,  quherof  if  any  brether 
wald  be  fatiffiet  farther,  the  brether  on  the  conference  fall  refolve  them  ; 
and  that  this  is  ane  lawfull  Aflemblie,  notwithflanding  of  the  alteratioun 
forfaid. 
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Seffio  S^'-    3  Julij. 

Ordaines  ane  article  to  be  givin  in  to  the  King  and  Counfell  to  take  or- 
dour  with  the  colourit  and  vagabound  Egyptians,  quhilk  defyles  the  coun- 
trey  with  all  maner  of  abominatioun. 

Anent  the  a6l  made  in  the  Affemblie  concerning  beggars  :  It  is  feimed 
expedient  that  the  famein  be  publifchit  in  every  paroch  be  the  Minifter 
therof,  and  put  to  executioun  be  the  Paftours  als  farre  as  concernes  them, 
[as  they  will  be  anfwerable  to  the  Kirk.] 


SelTio  4«- 

Anent  the  fubfcriptioun  of  the  Booke  of  Policie  injoynit  in  the  lad  Af- 
femblie :  In  refpedl  the  greateft  part  of  the  Prelbytries  as  get  hes  not  fa- 
tiffied  the  ordour  of  the  Kirk,  the  Affemblie  hes  ordainit  thair  former  a6l  to 
be  performit  and  execute  betuixt  and  thair  nixt  Affemblie  ;  and  the  Mo- 
deratour  of  everie  Prefbitrie  to  lie  to  the  executioun  therof,  vnder  the  paine 
of  xl  fliillings,  to  be  imployit  to  the  vfe  of  the  poore,  befyde  the  publick 
rebuik  in  the  oppin  Affemblie. 

Anent  facriledge  vniverfallie  ringing  through  the  haill  realme  :  Seeing 
it  is  commonly  efteimit  no  fin,  and  is  vnknowin  to  many  for  the  moft  part, 
It  is  thoght  meitt  that  fome  travell  be  takin  be  fome  godly  brether,  to  fett 
downe  and  draw  the  nionfter  in  the  awin  colours,  and  therfor  delyres  thair 
brother,  Mr  Robert  Pont,   to  take  paines  on  that  fubiedl. 

The  Kirk  prefent  hes  willit  thair  brether,  JNlrs  Robert  Bruce,  David 
Lindfay,  Peter  Blackburne,  Andro  Melvill,  Robert  Rollock,  Thomas  Bu- 
channan,  James  Carmichaell,  Johne  Davidfone,  and  Johne  Johnfloun,  or 
any  thrie  of  them,  to  pcrvfe  and  vifite  the  faid  Mr  Robert  his  Treatife,  and 
to  give  thair  judgement  to  him  therin,  to  the  effe6l  that  the  famein  being 
perfytit,  may  be  put  in  miindo,  and  prefentit  againe  to  the  full  Affemblie, 
that  they  may  give  thair  opinioun  therin. 
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Seffio  5"-  6  Julij. 

Forfameikle  as  the  ordour  obfervit  of  befor,  in  giving  pow^er  to  certaine 
brether  norainat  therto,  to  reid  and  anfuer  to  the  bills  givin  in  to  the  Ge- 
nerall  Affemblie,  appeirs  to  fome  brether  to  be  inconvenient  and  derogative 
to  the  Provinciall  AflTemblies,  fpecially  in  that  far  as  the  matters  quhilks 
are  thoght  doubtfome  to  thame  and  referrit  to  the  full  Affemblie,  are  com- 
mittit  to  the  decilioim  of  foure  or  [yve  brether  :  It  is  thocht  therefor  ex- 
pedient, in  tyme  comeing,  that  certaine  brether  be  cholln  and  namit  be  the 
AfTemblie,  quho  fall  have  power  only  to  take  in  the  lupplicatiouns  and 
complaints  quhilk  are  to  come  before  the  fnll  number,  reid  them,  and  con- 
iider  if  they  come  in  pertinently  before  the  Generali  Afleniblie  ;  and  if  they 
be  impertinent,  to  give  thair  anfuer  on  the  back  of  the  bills  ;  and  quher 
they  are  pertinent,  to  bring  them  back  to  the  haill  Affemblie  to  be  anfuerit 
ther  ;  with  thair  opinioun  in  word,  quhat  they  have  confidderit  therof,  and 
quhat  they  think  meitt  to  be  anfuerit. 


Seffio  10='-  8  Julij. 

Anent  the  queftion  proponit,  Whither  they  quho  ufurpes  the  names  of 
Bifchops,  and  have  been  fometyme  in  the  Miniflrie,  and  now  neither  will 
ferve  the  Kirk  themfelves  quherof  they  take  vp  the  fruites,  neither  pay  the 
flipends  of  them  that  femes  as  they  are  appointit  be  the  plat,  ther  being 
fufficient  rent  to  doe  the  fame,  bot  fpends  the  fame  in  profane  vfes,  aught 
to  be  cenfured  be  the  Kirk  ;  and  if  they  will  not  amend,  be  excommunicat : 
It  is  anfuerit,  Such  perfons  aught  to  be  cenfured  be  the  Kirk  ;  and  if  they 
amend  not,  to  be  excommunicat. 


Seffio  ll**-  Eodem  die. 

Compeirit  my  Lord  Provand,  Prefident,  with  my  Lords  of  Culros  and 
Barnbarroch,  and  in  name  of  the  haill  Seifioun  declare,  that  they  vnder- 
lland  that  my  Lord  of  Halgeards,  ane  of  thair  number,  was  geflerday  callit, 
at  the  inftance  of  Mr  Patrick  Simfone,   [Minifler  at  Sterling,]   for  calling 
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him  a  iiiborner,  befoi*  them  :  Quhilk  matter  infidentlie  depends  befor 
them,  being  ane  civill  [caulb,]  and  proper  vnto  thair  cognitioun,  and 
quhervnto  the  Kirk  is  not  judge  ;  defyring,  therfor,  that  the  Kirk  fonld 
not  proceid  in  thair  judgement  thervpon  vntill  the  cauCe  before  them  tooke 
ane  end,  quherin,  fo  diligentlie  as  was  pofllble,  they  were  proceiding ;  and 
that  they  fould  doe  nothing  to  the  derogatioun  of  the  priveledge  of  the  Col- 
ledge  of  Juitice. 

After  they  were  removit  and  the  Kirk  advylit  with  thair  petitioun  ;  being 
callit  in  againe,  the  Affemblie  anfuerit,  That  they  wold  doe  nothing  to  hurt 
nor  to  derogat  ihair  priveledge,  nor  get  proceid  or  judge  in  any  civill  mat- 
ter ;  bot  in  this  caufe,  being  chiefly  occupied  in  purging  the  members  of 
thair  awin  bodie,  quhilk  is  ecclefiaftick,  they  might  judge  without  any  pre- 
judice to  the  civill  judgment ;  delyreand  the  Lords  as  they  wald  not  hin- 
der nor  wilch  the  hinderance  of  thair  judicatour,  fo  they  wald  not  think 
evill  that  the  Kirk  proceid  in  purging  of  thair  awin  body  and  middling 
eccleliallically. 


Seffio  13«-  9  Julij. 

Anent  the  forfaid  matter  :  The  Affemblie,  after  grave  reafoning  had, 
if  it  was  expedient  to  proceid  in  this  caufe  before  the  Lords  of  Seflioun  had 
givin  thair  deciiion,  thoght  meitt  that  my  Lord  Juftice  fould  be  demandit 
if  he  acknowledgit  the  judgement  and  jurifdi6lioun  of  the  Kirk  [in  this 
caufe]  or  not.  Who  being  callit  and  inquyrit  as  laid  is,  anfuerit.  That  he 
acknowledgit  with  reverence  the  judgement  of  the  Affemblie  in  all  caufes 
appertaining  to  them  :  Bot  vnto  this  caufe  quhilk  is  civill,  quhervnto  the 
Lords  are  primario  Judices,  before  quhom  alfo  it  prefentlie  depends,  they 
cannot  be  judges  primario. 

Eftir  the  quhilk  anfuer,  being  removit,  and  the  Kirk  farther  being  ad- 
vifit,  calling  his  Lordfliip  in  againe,  they  pronounced,  That  they  fand  them- 
lelves  Judges  primario  in  this  caufe,  and  inftantlie  to  proceid  therin  ;  re- 
quyring  him  qiihat  farther  he  wald  propone  or  alledge  for  bis  defence  in 
that  caufe  :  Quho  tooke  inflrunients  of  thair  interlocuter,  protefting  for 
remeid  of  law  ;  quhilk  proteflation,  becaufe  it  was  made  verbo,  and  con- 
teinit  many  heids,  he  was  delyrit  to  give  in  to  the  Clerk  in  wryte. 
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Seffio  15^-     12  Julij. 

Anent  the  adl  of  the  Lords  of  the  Checker,  proceiding  vpon  ane  fuppli- 
catioun  made  be  the  brether  of  the  Miniflrie  to  them,  daitit  at  Halirude- 
hous  the  10  day  of  Februar  1591,  declaring  thair  meaning-  to  be,  that  all 
Minifters  that  hes  vitiat  any  benefices  of  cure,  in  haill  or  in  part,  be  pur- 
chafing  vnto  themfelves,  thair  aires,  and  afljgnayes,  long  taks  of  the  fame 
within  the  worth  of  the  faids  benefices,  be  compellit  be  the  cenfures  of  the 
Kirk  to  reftore  them  againe  in  thair  awin  integritie,  to  the  Minifters  prefent- 
lie  ferving  the  cure  ;  and  to  that  effe6l  requyres  theGenerall  and  Synodall 
Affemblies,  Commilfioners,  and  Prelbytries  of  the  bounds  quher  the  faids 
benefices  lyis,  to  take  tryall  of  fuch  perlbns,  and  to  proceid  againft  them  as 
foid  is,  in  moft  flrait  forme,  according  as  fuch  a  great  enormitie  in  Minifters 
craves,  ay  and  quhill  they  have  redintegrat  the  benefices  quhilk  hes  bein 
corrupted  and  vitiat  be  them  as  faid  is,  but  any  farder  proces  of  law  to  fol- 
low thervpon  ;  as  the  faid  adl  fubfcryvit  be  my  Lord  Chancel lar.  New- 
battle,  Sir  Robert  Melvill,  Parbroth,  Blantyr,  Carmichell,  Linclowden, 
Colluthie,  and  Mr  Patrick  ^ong,  beirs  :  The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the 
Kirk  being  advyfit  therwith,  allowis  and  approvis  the  laid  adl  and  advyce 
of  the  faid  Checker,  and  ordaines  the  fame  to  be  put  in  executioun  in 
everie  Prefbytrie,  according  to  the  tenour  therof. 


Seflio  16^-     Eodem  die. 

The  Affemblie  ordaines  vniverfallie,  that  the  a6ls  of  difcipline  conteinit 
in  the  adls  of  the  Generall  Affemblie,  be  keipit  afweill  in  Angus  and 
Mernes  as  all  vther  parts. 


Seffio  l?"- 

Forfameikle  as  it  beand  deeplie  confidderit  be  the  Kirk,  that  many  things 
have  bein  done  be  them,  and  be  vthers  pretendand  the  title  and  name  of  the 
Kirk,  greatlie  prejudiciall  to  themfelves,  thair  difcipline,  and  alfo  the  patri- 
monie,  [and  living]  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  that,  be  priveledge  of  good  lawis,  it  is 
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grantit  and  leifum  to  them  to  remeid  themfelves  be  revocatioun  therof:  Ther- 
for  the  haill  Affemblie,  after  grave  and  mature  deliberatioiin,  hes  revockit, 
and  be  thir  prefents  revockes,  all  and  quhatfumevir  things  done  be  them, 
or  vthers  cloathing  them  with  the  name  of  the  Kirk,  prejudiciall  to  them- 
felves, thair  difcipline,  thair  patrimonie,  and  living,  as  being  enormlie  hurt 
therby  ;  and  protefts  according  to  the  difpofitioun  of  the  faid  law  folemnitly, 
as  they  may  be  hard  in  tyme  and  place,  to  feik  remedie  therof:  and  for 
more  fpeciall  expreifing  and  more  particular  declaratioun  therof,  hes  willit 
thair  brether,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  David  Lindfay,  Robert  Bruce,  and  An- 
dro  Melvill,  to  conceive  in  wryte  the  forme  therof;  the  copie  quherof  ilk 
Preibitrie  is  ordainit  to  receive,  and  to  give  command  to  the  Pailours  with- 
in thair  bounds,  to  intimat  the  id\d  revocation  made  in  this  Affemblie  from 
thair  pulpitts. 

Anent  the  forme  of  examinatioun  befor  the  Communioun,  pennit  be 
thair  brother  Mr  Craig  :  The  Affemblie  thoght  it  meitt  to  be  imprintit, 
beand  be  the  author  therof  contra6lit  in  fome  fliorter  bounds. 


Humble  petitiouns  of  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk,   cravit  at 
his  Majeilie  and  Counfell. 

It  is  craveit.  The  acts  of  Parliament  made  for  fuppreffing  of  the  enormi- 
ties following  may  be  put  to  executioun  :  Firft,  againft  Jefuites,  fucb  as 
Mr  James  Gordoun,  and  the  receipters  of  them  ;  and  of  excommunicats, 
fuch  as  the  Laird  of  Fintrie  and  the  Mailer  of  Angus  ;  profainers  of  the 
Sacraments;  privat  men  and  wemen  givers  therof ;  idolaters,  pilgriraagers, 
papiilical  Magittrates  ;  fayers  and  heirers  of  the  mefs  ;  givers  of  the  Sacra- 
ments according  to  the  papiflicall  forme,  and  receivers  of  the  famein  ;  com- 
mitters of  apoHaiie  ;  publick  mercatts  vpon  the  Sabboth  day  ;  violent  in- 
vaders of  Minifters  be  ftrikeing  of  them  or  fliedding  of  thair  blood  ;  pro- 
faners  of  the  Sabboth  day  be  Robein  Hoodes  playis  ;  murderers  and  blood 
Iliedders  quhilk  overflow  the  land. 

Item,  That  the  Minifters  plantit  may  be  fufRciently  provydit  ;  and  alfo 
that  the  Minifters  may  be  provydit  to  fuflBcient  living  of  the  kirks  vnplantit. 

Item,  The  a6l  [of  Parliament]  of  Annexatioun  to  be  diffolvit  :  The  new 
ere6liouns  and  patronages  be  difchargit :  The  aft  of  diffolutioun  of  Pre- 
lacies and  benefices,  conlifting  of  mair  kirks  nor  ane,  be  ratified  and  eftab- 
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liQied  :  The  a6l  of  Feberwar  [Anno  1587,]  without  the  exceptioun  the 
aught  of  Junij  eikit  to  it,  may  have  place  :  That  fmall  benefices  difponit 
to  Miniflers  may  be  frie  of  all  taxatiouns  :  That  manfes  and  gleibs  be  de- 
iig-nit  of  Kirklands,  Abbayis,  Freir  lands,  and  quhatfumevir  Kirklandis  : 
That  manfes  and  gleibs  have  thair  liberties  of  foggie,  fewall,  and  pafturage  : 
That  comoun  kirks  be  difponit  to  Minifters  ferving  the  cure  :  That  every 
kirk  be  provydit  of  ane  fufficient  Paftour,  and  ane  competent  living 
alfignit  to  him  for  his  fervice. 

The  Generall  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk  gives  full  commiflioun  and  power 
to  thair  lovit  brether,  Mrs  Robert  Bruce,  Robert  Pont,  David  Lindfay, 
with  his  Majeilies  Miniflers,  to  prefent  vnto  his  Grace  and  Counfell  hum- 
ble petitiouns  and  articles  of  the  Kirk,  and  with  all  reverence  and  humi- 
lity crave  anfuer  therof,  conferre  and  reafon .  if  neid  beis  thervpon,  and 
report  anfuer  to  the  nixt  AflTemblie. 

The  Generall  AlTemblie  of  the  Kirk  is  appointit  at  Aberdein,  the  I7 
day  of  Auguft  1592,  [but]  in  cace  ane  Parliament  interveine ;  in  the  quhilk 
cace  the  brethren  being  advertifed  therof  be  the  Prefljytrie  of  Edinburgh, 
fall  hold  thair  Affemblie  quher  the  Parliament  falbe  for  the  tyme,  and  con- 
veine  two  dayes  befor  the  fame. 
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A.  D.  M.D.XCII. 


At  Edinburgh,  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  con- 
veinit  upon  the  22  of  May  1592. 

Exhortatioun  beand  made  be  Mr  NicoU  Dalgleifli,  the  Moderatour  of 
the  lafl  Affemblie  :  The  Kirk  proceidit  to  the  eleftioun  of  a  Moderatour, 
and  appointit  on  the  leits,  Mrs  Robert  Bruce,  David  Lindfay,  James  Bal- 
four, and  James  Nicolfone.  The  faid  Mr  Robert,  be  pluralitie  of  votis, 
was  elefilit  Moderatour  hac  vice. 


Seffio  2»-    23  Maij. 

Forfameikle  as  the  neceffitie  of  the  tyme  requyres  that  the  graveft  and 
weghtieft  heids  be  firft  handlit ;  it  was  proponit  to  the  haill  brether  to  con- 
fidder  and  decerne.  If  they  thoght  meitt  or  not,  the  Kirk  fould  make  fute 
for  the  Articles  following  : 

Firft,  That  the  adls  of  Parliament  made  in  the  geir  of  God  1584  aganis 
the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk,  libertie  and  authoritie  therof,  be  annullit  j  and 
the  famein  difcipline  quherof  the  Kirk  hes  bein  in  practil'e,  ratified. 
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Secondly,  The  abolitioun  of  the  A&,  of  Annexatioun,  and  reftitution  of 
the  patrimonie  of  the  Kirk. 

Thirdlie,  That  Abbots,  Pryours,  and  vther  Prelats,  pretending  the  title 
of  the  Kirk,  and  votting  for  the  famein,  without  thair  power  and  commif- 
lloun,  be  not  fufferit  in  tyme  comeing  to  vote  for  the  famein,  either  in  Par- 
liament or  vther  Conventioun. 

Laft,  That  the  countrey,  quhilk  is  pollutit  with  fearefuli  idolatrie  and 
blood,  be  purgit. 

Quhilk  haill  articles  the  full  Affemblie  thoght  moft  neceffar  to  be  cravit : 
and  for  putting  the  fame  in  good  ordour,  employit  thair  brether,  Mrs 
Robert  Pont,  David  Lindfay,  Thomas  Buchannan,  James  Melvill ;  willing 
them  to  prel'ent  the  famein,  at  ten  hours,  to  the  full  Affemblie  to  be  confid- 
derit  be  them. 

As  concerning  the  voting  in  Parliament  in  name  of  the  Kirk,  If  it  falbe 
thoght  leilum  the  Miniilrie  fould  fucceid  in  that  part  in  the  Prelats  place: 
It  is  referritt  to  confultatioun  quhill  the  morne.  And  every  Minifter  is 
ordainit  to  wey  and  debait  the  argument  with  himfelfe,  and  be  ready  the 
morne  to  reafone  thair  opinioun  in  the  lame. 


Seffio  5"-    24  Maij. 

It  is  ordainit,  in  tymes  comeing,  that  the  brether  receiving  commiffiouns 
from  the  Kirk,  and  flouthfullie  overfieing  the  execution  therof,  falbe  re- 
bukit  in  the  face  of  the  AlFembly  for  thair  negligence. 


Seffio  6^- 

Forlanieikle  as  the  Kirk  confiddering  thair  duetie  firft  to  God,  and  the 
neceffitie  of  the  charge  quhilk  is  impoiit  vpon  them,  feeing  the  daylie  decay 
of  religioun,  and  lake  of  juftice,  quherof  the  effeiSls,  to  the  regrate  of  all 
true  Chriftians,  mair  and  mair  falls  out  in  miferable  experience  ;  and  that 
the  dewtie  of  thair  office  burdeineth  them  to  difcharge  thair  confcience  in 
this  behalfe  to  thair  Soveraine,  to  quhom  chieflie  it  appertaineth  to  procure 
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remedie  tlierof :  Therfor  directs  thair  brether  quhilk  %vere  noniinat  befor, 
to  prefent  thair  Articles  to  his  Majeftie,  together  with  Mrs  Nicoll  Dal- 
gleiflie,  Patrick  Simfone,  Patrick  Sharp,  John  M'^colme,  and  David  Ferg-ufone, 
to  paffe  iminediatlie  to  his  Majeftie  to  lament  the  daylie  decay  of  religioun, 
diffordour  and  lake  of  juftice  within  this  realnie,  to  crave  his  duetie,  as  he 
Avald  anfwer  to  God,  to  be  done  for  remeid  therof,  and  gravelie  to  adnion- 
ifch  his  Majeftie,  in  the  name  of  the  Eternal!,  to  have  refpeft  in  tyme  to 
the  eftate  of  the  true  religioun  perifliing,  and  to  the  manifold  murthers,  op- 
prefliouns  and  enormities  daylie  multiplied  through  impunitie  and  lack  of 
juftice ;  and  to  difcharge  his  kinglie  office  in  both,  as  he  wald  elchew  the 
fearefuU  challenge  of  God,  and  turne  his  wrath  aff  his  Majeftie  and  the 
haill  land :  And  to  the  effedl  his  Majeftie  may  be  the  better  informit  of 
the  particulars,  to  lay  down  the  i'ame  particularlie  to  him,  and  crave  his 
anluer,  that  they  may  report  the  fame  to  the  haill  Aflemblie. 


Seffio  10^-    Pcnultimo  Maij. 

Forfameikle  as,  at  the  fpeciall  defyre  of  the  Kirk,  aue  Forme  of  Examina- 
tioun  befOr  the  Communioun  was  pennit  and  formit  be  thair  brother  Mr 
Johne  Craig,  quhilk  now  is  allowit  and  imprintit  be  the  voyce  of  the  haill 
Afl"emblie  :  Therfor  it  is  thoght  neidfuU  that  every  Paftour  travell  with 
his  flock,  that  they  may  buy  the  famein  booke,  and  reid  it  in  thair  families, 
that  they  may  be  the  better  inftru6lit ;  and  that  the  famein  be  red  and 
learnit  in  le6lure  Schooles  in  the  place  of  the  Litle  Catechifme. 


Sefllo  lo''-    2  Junij. 

Mr  Alexander  Dickfone  compeirand,  and  [being]  inquyrit.  If  he  had 
fubfcryvit  the  Articles  of  Religioun  prefentlie  profeftit  and  eftablifchit 
within  the  Reformit  Kirk  of  this  realme,  and  communicat  at  the  Lords 
Table,  anfuerit.  He  did  both  [when  he  was  a  ftudent]  in  theColledge  of  San6l 
Androes.  And  after  being  inquyrit.  In  quhat  heids  he  differs  to  fublbrive, 
anfuerit,  He  had  fundrie  heids  quherin  he  aggried  not  with  the  ConfelTioun 
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of  Faith  and  Articles  of  Religioun  forfaid  ;  quherwith  being  preft  be  the 
Affemblie,  and  that  either  now  be  word,  or  the  morne  be  wryte,  he  fould 
be  fpecial,  at  length  plainlie  avowit  and  proteftit  he  differit  from  them  in 
all  the  fubftantiall  heids  and  points  of  religioun  quherin  the  Papifts  con- 
traverts  with  them  :  With  quhilk  confeffioun  and  declaratioun  forfaid, 
the  brether  of  the  Affemblie  being  advyfit,  fand  that  he  had  committit 
apoftafie,  and  therfor  to  have  incurritt  the  paines  therof. 


SelEo  17^    3  Junij. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  of  Mr  Alexander  Dickfone,  in  concluilon  offer- 
and  either  to  fublcryve  the  Confeffioun  of  Faith,  or  within  xl  dayes  to 
paffe  out  of  the  realme,  and  to  that  effedl  defyreand  to  be  fred  from  capti- 
vitie  :  The  Affembly  being  advyfeit  therwith,  defyrit  the  Bailgie  of  Eden- 
burgh  to  take  ordour  with  him  according  to  the  tenour  of  the  a6l  of  Par- 
liament, and  to  fett  him  frie  vpon  catioun. 


Seffio  22^-    G  Junij. 

Anent  the  forme  and  ordour  of  excommunicatioun  to  be  vfit  againll  no- 
torious murtherers  :  The  Affemblie  hes  concludit  that  the  ordour  containit 
in  the  Booke  of  Excommunicatioun  be  keipit  and  followit  out  according  to 
the  tenour  therof. 

Anent  the  haynous  and  cruell  murther  of  the  Erie  of  Murray,  committit 
be  the  Erie  of  Huntlie  and  his  complices  :  The  brether  and  Affemblie 
prefent  hes  gevin  and  givis  ordinance  and  Ilrait  command  to  the  brether 
of  the  Prelbitrie  of  Brechin,  quho  hes  already  entrit  in  procefs  with  him,  to 
proceid,  with  concurrence  of  twa  brether  of  every  ane  of  the  Prelbytries  of 
Angus  and  Mernes,  aganis  him  for  the  faid  cruell  fadl,  according  to  the 
acts  of  the  Affemblie. 
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Seffio  23^-   7  Junij. 

Anent  the  adl  made  concerning  depolit  Minifters  or  Perfons  at  this  lafl 
Parliament :  It  was  thoght  meitt  in  the  nixt  Parliament,  or  Conventioun 
haveing  the  force  or  commiffioun  of  Parliament,  to  crave,  that  quher  it  els 
hes  bein  inadlit,  that  notwithftanding  the  Paftour  be  depolit,  the  taks  and 
titles  fett  be  him  fall  neverthelefs  ftand,  it  be  now  provydit  and  additt  be 
the  faid  a6l,  That  in  cace  the  tack  or  title  [be]  fett  after  the  committing  of 
the  fa6l  for  the  quhilk  the  perfon  is  depolit,  that  fuch  taks,  fadlories,  or 
titles  quhatfumevir,  falbe  null  and  of  none  avail,  force,  nor  effe6l. 


